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You may wonder why a Wall Street man should be interested in the prob- .

lem of subversive frgnts, but there may be some analogy between investigating

before buymg stocks and 1nvest1gatmg before joining or suppOrtmg organiza-
tions,

.Columbia University's President, Dwight Eisenhower, in his inaugural
address stated: ‘'Thus when shallaw critics denounce the profit motiye inher-
ent in our system of private enterprise, they ignoreithe fact that it is An econ-

omic support-of every human right we possess and that without it, all rights - n .

" would soon d1sappear

1

A serious delusion of our mater:;ahstm age is to underestimate the im-
portance of the teacher’'s role. Teaching is a vital and noble profession, and
the obscure army of loyal teachers constitutes the ddvance guard of our civili-
zation. A sound business principlé is that a'few dollars difference, between
an employee with financial worries and the same employ;ee without such wor-
ries, may represeni a wonderful investment and the same principle should ap-

ply to teachers’ salaries. It.is ungently important that more American parents
. whobhelieve in God and His Mdral Law should encourage their children to be-

come teachers, bécause if we do not, our enemies are only too happy to take
over the job of teachmg the nation. A teacher shortage plays 1nto their hands.

. There is the story of. the man who meets a friend and says - “Why do
you loock so gloomy? I know business is bad I know you are losing money; I
know s%o\:ks are down, but cheer up, money isn't everything, you have your
health.”” The friend meditates - his face lights up and he says - ‘I guess
you are right, health is about five per cent.’' A fool, we agree, but how many,
attach the proper importance to Education, which represents the health of our *
children’s minds and soiils, or to Communism, which threatens the health of
our country and our soci€ty?

Perhaps the delude'd compiacency of so many citizensi,, including educa~ -

“tors right up to College Presidents, exists because they regard Communism’

only as theory of social science, naively ignoring the practical reality of
Communism as an atheistic, tyrannical, world~wide conspiracy agamst Re
ligion, Fr eedom and Country This conspiracy is at work in every comimim-
ity in the land and it is folly to assume otherwise. It is incredible how few
people know the score even at this late stage of the game, and this includes

Scarsdale. To the best of my knowledge, there is not a single organization

in Scarsdale that has done anything, either locally or'as part of a national
group, to study, combat or expose the most sinister threat that our country
has ever known. Actually, some of our groups invite leftist lecturers and
bask in a false notion of broad-mindedness. Scarsdale hoys showed tremen-



dous initiative and leadership in the last war, but what are we, their parents, do-
ing in the way of anti~-Communist action against a foe ayowedly aiming to destroy
everything they fought for?

Let me quote from J. Edgar Hoover's superb article ''God or Chaos?"’
in the February issue of ‘‘Redbook’’ in which he outlines the demonic plot to des-
troy Religion in this couniry:- ‘‘'The struggle between Communism and Democra-
cy is more than a clash of political ideologies. It is the offensive of atheism
against all forms of religions that base themselves onthe belief in Geod.™

" To every honest student of Commmunism, the evidence is clear and un-
equivocal that Commumsm is anti~-God, anti- Chrlst and antimoral. Communism
is rehgmn s mortal foe.’

““A few of their more versatile Communist writers have unlimbered their
guns, particularly at the Roman Catholic Church, for a #wofold purpose. In the
first instance, it is part of the Party Line because of the large numbers of .
Catholics in the 'satellite countries, and second, being masters of the ‘divide and
conguer’' tactic, they hope to divide Christendom and stir up strife between
Catholics and Protestants.’

‘*The Communists have demonstrated time and again their mastery of
deception in injecting their slogans and propaganda into Christian groups on the
themes of ‘peace’, ‘democracy’, 'aid to the poor’ and ‘civil liberlles. They are
just as facile in dealing with Jewish groups in passing the lie that there isvno
‘anti~-Semitism in Russia’. * To the Jew they say that Palestine is the natural
home of the Jews, and to the Mchammedan they deplore Jewish #ncroachment
upon the Arabs. Selling and pandering the hellish hates of Communism, they
represent themselves as all things to all people.”’

You may be.interested in hearing Mr. Hoover's quoting of William Z.
Foster, Head of the Arerican Communist Party, as to what Woulcfl happen if the
Communists succeeded in creating a ‘'United Soviet States of America'’:~ '‘Like~
wise, will be dissolved all other organizations that are political props of the
bourgeois rule, including Chambers of Commerce, employers’ associations,
Rotary Clubs, American Legion, YMCA, and such fraternal orders as the Masons,,
Odd Fellows, Elks, Knights 'of Columbus, etc.”

Communism as a conspiracy is describsd in the Tenney California Sen-
ate 1948 Report on ““Communist Front Organizations’ as follows: '‘The Com-
mittee finds that since its inception in Septmeber 1919 to the present day, the
Communist movement in the United States is -

1. An organization operating undesr centralized discipline subordinated
to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the single and ruling
party of that country;



2. A section of a World Communist Party, controlled by the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union;

3. An organization whose basic aim, whether open or concealed, is the
abolition of our present economic system and Republican form of
government and the establishment of a Soviet dictatorship in its place.

4. An organization resorting to deception, evasion, illegal methods, vio-

~lence, and civiliwail; methods dmplicit in its revolutionary purpeose,
and :

5. An orgamzatmn whose members owe their first allegiance to Soviet
Russia, and who will, if directed by the dictatorship in Mdscow, util-
ize every method of espionage, sabotage, and. treachery against the
United States and its institutions.

.How can anyone connected with this Thing be called an American? What
are we to think of those college professors who have signed petitions upholding
the right of avowed Communists to teach our youth? Why should a Communist,
not free himself, be permitted to destroy freedom? How long will 'Arnexican
parents tolerate treason skulking behind the facade of Academic Freedom?

. Louis Budenz the ex-Communist who proved his patriotism by exposing
and denouncmg the Red Menace, revealed many years ago in a talk right here
in Scarsdale, the hature of the conspiracy against our government and against
Religion, and he foretold that thé United Nations would ke used by the Commun-
ist Party throughout the world as an instrument of war and not of peace.

Father James Keller, whose book **You Can Change the World" is'‘must”’
reading, states that a former European Communist revealed that he had worked
in Moscow training fellow members to infiltrate into the United States and to
wreck it from the inside. Their particulat mission, as the repentant Com-
munist put'it, was ‘‘to pull the guts rightoutof this country’. Instructed in
ways and means of hastening the moral disintegration of cur country, in a man-
ner that many would not connect with Communism, it was their business to
foul up everything - to promote divorce and the break-down of marriage and
the home; to develop a disrespect for law, order and contractual obligations;
tq encourage immorality among the young; to deaden a .sense of honesty and
mtegrlty-, to gtir up turmoil and confusion; and last but not least, to belittle-

or misinterpret the true meaning of the Declar ation of Independence, the Con-
" stitution and the Bill of Rights.
1 , .

This conspiracy of moral disintegration has had a considerable measure
of success to judge from all recent social statistics. A business associate
tells me of a college psychology textbook being studied by his niece which not
only sanctions but recommends practices in flagrant contravention of chastity
and decency. Attraction of the opposite sex is a notorious: technique used to -
inveigle the young pedple into subversive groups. Parenis have atremendous '
responsibility to carefully check all influences affecting their children.




Early in 1948 the parénts of America were warned by Attorney General
Clark that Communists were seeking converts among American children.. He
asserted, ‘‘Recently through the F.B.IL, it was leprned that the Gommunists in
this countpy, have started a campa1gn to recruit our children to their ideology.
The younger-they are, the better.'' -A Gommittee of Congress has stated:
“‘The files of our Qomm1ttee runmng back over a ten-year period, show. that
the Communists have always found the teaching group the easxest toueh of all
the professional classes for actual Party zealots and fellow travelels v

The Communist plot is to infiltrate wherever public opinion can be in-
fluenced, subverted, divided or confused, but my conviction is that Education is
the battleground where the enemy is the most dangerous. It is obviously more
difficult to combat the conspiracy in Education than in such fields as Labor,
Government, Entertainment, etc, The subversive teacher does not stand up to
be counted; it is difficult t¢ be sure of his intent; unprepared minds are under
assault, and a member of the F.B.L. would not be very effective in a grade
~ classroom. '

An article in the December 194& issue of ''Plain Talk'’ entitled ‘‘In-.
fection in the Colleges'' states that months after the Attorney General of the
United States officially pronounced the National Council of American-Soviet
Friendship subversive, the names of 37 leading educators in the United States,
all of them listed in ""Who’s Who in America’’, appeared as sponsors of the
organization; furthermore, that more than twothousand educators from all
parts of the country have been affiliated with the numerous front oi‘ganizatioﬁs
of the Communist Party,

William Z. Foster, Head of the Communist Party has said: '‘Our - _
teachers must write new school textbooks and rewrite history from the Marx- -
iah viewpoint.” The 1948 California Senate Report states: ‘‘No phase of
) education is immune from Communist infiltration, strategic and tactical at-

. tack. From teachers' unions to child care centers; from textbooks to the
classroom, Gommunist infiltration proceeds steadily and persistently. Through
a complicated net of Marxist groups, Red agents have penetrated into the writ-
'ing, editing, printing, publishingand purchasing of textbocks to be used in Ameri-
can schools. The objective of this Communist penetration is to insinuate con-

demnation and ctriticism of the American systern into the minds of students,
while praising and commending Soviet Russia and socialism as the solution of
all our problems. One of the principal *‘transmission belts’’ for such propa-
ganda has beén the Comrmttee on Educat:on of the National Council of Ameri-
can-Soviet Friendship.’

_ ‘The original make~up of that Committee and the arsenal or “'kit'' of
slanted literature used is a maftter of public record in various government pub-

lications, if our school andlibrary authorities wish to check. The U, 5. Cham~

ber of Commerce, in a pamphlet entitled ''A Program for Community Anti-



Communist Action'® states:

‘*Librarians are likewise not beyond public scrutiny. In spite of some
highly publicized protests agalnst censorship, it must be remembered that a
public library is a public trust. It should not be used as a vehicle for publiciz-
ing Communist propaganda. This does not mean that we should protest because
a library carries the works of Marx, Lenin, Stalin. But we should be concerned
when:

(1) The amount of Comraunist or Pro-Communist literature is out of pro-
portion to factual anti-Communist literature.

(2) Pro~-Communist studies are promoted in library literature as objec-
tive or recommended studies.

The real ianger in this field is not usually the attitudes of the librarians
themselves. It is in the fact that many of their 1mportant book rev1ew sources
are infiltrated by Communists or sympathizers.’

We canall agree that Socialism and Marxism are legitimate fields of study
in our educational system, ‘just as the medical student must study even the most
dangerous disease. If honestly taught, it should not take too long for American
youth to realize that the dialectics of Communism deny God and the Moral Law,
deny the rights of the individual and ignore the realities of human nature. Un-
fortunately, too many teachers and students have been drinking from poisoned
wells, and the resulting Utopian mirages have seduced'the immature to error and
even to treason. Ii is hopeful that President Seymour of Yale and other educators
have urged more and better teaching of American history and its inherent spirit-
ual values as the best defense against the infection of our youth. Recent European
history should disabuse even the most deluded mind of-the idea that there is no
relationship between Secularism and Communism.

Many people do not know that the Communist Party openly operates schools
in various cities, in which schools contempt for our country and the blueprints of
Revolution are taught. If is not uncommon for professors from our colleges and
universities to function as trustees. These schools bear the names of some il-
lustrious Americans, such as Jefferson,-Abraham Lincoln, Samuel Adams, etc.
The Communists started early in the 1930's to hide behind the claim that their
program is just the American Revolution of 1776 brought up to date ~ a typical
Communist propaganda lie, A recent article in the Saturday Evening Post gave
some startling details describing the Jefferson School of Social Science in New
York City. The Party also has a network of secret schools called section, dis-
trict and national training schools in which Communists are tramed to be leaders
in the conspiracy to betray amd capture America.

I can only scratch the sulface of the problem of Commumst fronts, but I
want to give you some idea of how they function. Because of the large number of




innocents, dupes and deluded liberals thatare intellectually seduced by the ‘‘par-
ty line'’ into supporting Communist propaganda and working for Communist aims,
many experts consider these fronts more dangerous than the Communist Party
itself. The U. 5. Chamber of Commerce in discussing these front organizations
states: ‘‘Communists have fronts for almost every group, profession, and pur-
pose. Hence the various fronts and their programs should be studied and the
appropriate comrunity groups warned. The most dangerous fronts today are
those which appeal to minority groups, youth, women, religious organizations,
teachers and intellectuals, and liberals. They masquerade as promoting peace,
justice to minorities, and civil rights."’ ' '

“therally hundreds of Cominunist fronts have been formed in this coun-
try Nozens of new.ones are being created éach year. For a list of officially
cited fronts, and twelve useful hints on how to detect fronts, write to. National
Americanism Commission, the American Legion, Indianapolis 6, Indiana. Since
official lists are often behind events, this list should be supplemented by later
material secured either directly from Communist sources or from 'Counter-
attack®."’

I want to say here that “'Counterattack’ is a newsletter published by the
American Business Consultants, which has done an outstanding job in combatting
Communism. It is a responsible high-grade publication edited by former mem-
- bers of the F.B.I. and 1 recommend it without reservatmn to anyone interested

in this subject. '

One of the most ev1l purposes of the Cornmunist fronts has been to pros-
titute and desecrate the word ‘‘democracy”’ Over twenty fronts detclared sub-
versive by the Department of Justice have the words '‘democracy’ 8r ‘‘demo-

cratic'' as part of their name. To the Communist or fellow-traveler writer, Russia
is the “democracy" and -our country is ‘“tmperialistic’’. Hungary and Bulgaria
are called '‘people’s demodéracies’’ In this country, measures are demanded

in the name of democracy which wauld destroy democracy, the basic purpose
being to pit class against class, to weaken free ‘enterprise, and to destroy the
foundations of religious principles upon which genuine American democracy"
rests. My advice is to be skeptical about anyone who talks about any kind of
democracy excepl American democracy specifically based on God and His Moral
Law. This is why it is so important to insist on the teaching of the Declaration
of Independence, the Constitution dnd the Bill of nghts in all educational insti-
tutions of our country. .
|

Paul Crouch, for 18 years a member of the Communist Party, has written
a very illuminating article entitled ‘'The Anatomy of a Front'' in the current is-
sue of “"Plain Talk''. - He states that so cleverly was the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare organized back in 1938, that many government officials,; edu-
cators, clergymen and social workers were deluded into taking an active part in
the organizational conference, with a Justice of the Supreme Court as one of the
major speakers.



I would like to show you how a party line is born and how it spreads iike
a smog over the whole land, and how loyal registered Repuyblicans can be deluded
by the insidicus poison into mouthing the party line. Here in Scarsdale, during
the past two years, 'we have heard a great deal on lecture platferms, on railroad
platforms, in discussion groups in prwate homes, in the newspapers, on the sub-
jects of ‘‘thought control'’, ‘‘witch-hunts"’, and the need of abelishing the House
Committee on Un~American Activities. I.et me say here that the role of that
Commitiee has been an absolutely indispensable one to the national security. The
U. 8. Chamber of Commerce states: '‘The House Committee on Un-American
Activities has done much to expose Communism, But it has only a few experts
and limited funds. It is fighting a group which can spend millions and has thous-
ands of fanatical workers. If we do not support it, in the face of the savage attacks
upon it by inisguided ‘liberals’, its work may stop. The Communists spent more
money to defeat one bill, the Mundt-Nixon Bill, than the House Commitiee has re-
ceived for all its activities in ten years.'’ : '

Now let us trace the origins of the party lines of '‘*thought control’' and

“‘witch-hunts''. I am quoting extracts from the California Senate Committee
Report: '‘A major feature of the Communist Party's current defense program is
its nation-wide campaign against what they have termed ‘thought control'. ‘Fight
Thought Control' was launched publicly in December of 1946, A series of forum
meetings were Held at the El Patio Theater in Hollywood under the general title
‘Counter—Attack Against the Plot to Control America’s Thinking'. A 'Conference
on Thought Control’ was held at the Beverly Hills Hotel on July 9 to 13, 1947,
alse sponsored by the Communist Progressive Citizens of America and its Holly~-
wood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council. The 'Conference’ featured papers
by 50 individuals on various phases of ‘thought control’ together with suggestmns
ont sirategy and tactics in fighting investigating governmental agencies.’

“‘Subsequent to this thinly disguised Communist conference, Progressive
Citizens of America published the full proceedings ina series of six pamphlets,
It constitutes a compendium of Communist Party ‘Iine' thinking and tactics on
the ‘thought control’ program. Every Communist Party functionary has been
called in and alerted to the current program, and detailed directives have been
pasded down to the most obscure Communist Party member and féllow-traveler.'’

“* ‘Stop Operation Witch-Hunt' was staged at the Shrine Auditorium No-
vember 9, 1947, under the sponsorship of Mobilization for Democracy, United
Public Workers of America and Local 558 of the A.F.L, County Social Workers."

“‘The current line, as disclosed by recent Communist d1rect1ves may be
summarized as follows: (quoted in part)

£

‘Attack. all evidence against Communism as heresay.)‘

‘Charge that investigations of Communism are ‘‘witch-hunts)' and a Wéste
of the taxpayers money. All investigations of Communism are to be
charged as directed against labor and racial minorities.’




Fill the investigating agency's tiranscripts with protests and charges;
claim intimidation, and, on every occasion, liken the investigation
agency’s methods to Hitlerism."

In the fall of 1947, two of the individuals who had presented papers on
‘thought control’ at the Beverly Hills Hotel in Tuly '47 spoke their piece at a
-private home here in Scarsdale, and it was then that I became reasonably cer-
tain that Virus *‘Red’’ was in our ridst.

1 quote from '‘The New York Times'' of Novemberl30, 1947 regarding a
Conference in Chicago of the American Education Fellowship:~ ‘‘The organiza-
tion's board of directors, in a final meeting before the adjournment of the three-
day national conference, also unanimously adopted resolutions calling for ade-
guate aid to distressed peoples without qualifications'as to their economic, '
political and social policies; for abolition of the House Un-American Activities .
Commitlee, and for upholding the civic, social and political rights of teachers.
in the face of ‘obscuirantist thought control’ and ‘inquisitorial witch hunting”.

‘‘In detailing the policy, the statement said that ‘there should be no at-
tempt (by teachers} to indoctrinate (pupils) for any political party or for any
given economic system”.”’

-

Does that last paragraph mean that a democracy should not be taught

our children? Foriunately, there is evidence that a majorily of educators take . .°

quite a different view.

Mr. Howard Rushmore in the **N. Y. .Tourna1~Arﬁerican” of November
28, 1947, speaking of the same Conference, said:- ‘'Less radical educators
warn that the fellowship is bent on imbedding a ‘social action’ program in
schools throughout the nation - a program they say will. teach collectwmm,
opposition to American business and a form of socialism.’

In my opinjon, the philosophy of this educational group represents a
‘secularistic, humanistic, socialistic cult of experimentalism. Ihave been
gravely concerned that proponents of this philosophy have spoken so frequently
“at P.T.A. meetings here in Scarsdale.

A Communist front is being born tomorrow at the Waldorf-Astoria and
vou can learn a lot by reading the papers for the next three days. . '‘Counter-
attack' on March 18 stated:- '‘When the Cominform held a World Congress of
Intellectuals in Wroclaw, Poland last August, it appointed anInternational Com -
mittee in Defense -of Peace to hold similar congresses elsewhere, in order to
smear America and promote Stalin's policy of world conquest. U. S, section
of this congress will be held March 25-27 in N. Y., mostly in Waldorf-Astoria
‘Hotel, with one session in Carnegie Hall. It's disguised as a ‘Cultural and
Scientific Gonference for World Peace’, under auséices of National Council

"m‘f Artg, Sciences & Professions, a leading Communist front.”’



1%

“*Counterattack'’ recently wrote that the country was still asleep and
stated: ‘‘Communists & fellow-traveiers appear at concerts and on lécture
platforms all over U. S, They're clean and neat. No Bolshevik whiskers,
So they can’t be Communists. ‘Let's not have a witch-hunt'...that's the pre-
vailing attitude...especially in properous, ‘sophisicated’' communities. In
other words, ‘it can’t happen here! " . ’ ’

It may interest the community that a distdrbing number of individuals,
who within the past few years have been reported as speakers or lecturers in
our local newspapers, have some record of affiliation with front organizations '
.according to government reports, Whether wittingly or unwittingly, the affili-
ations involved are never mentioned in the introductions or write-ups. In my
opinion, this problem like the others I have discussed in this paper should be
the responsibility of a community organization and not of one individual. As’

1 have mentioned previously, the U. 5. Chamber of Commerce has outlined the
proper procedure for ‘‘A Program for Community Anti-Communist Action’.
‘In several suburban towns, Mamaroneck, for instance, various church and
civic groups have joined forces to.study the enemy, to invite well-known anti-.
Communist speakers, and to constitute an effective force for combatiing sub-
versive activities outside, as well as within, the community. I would suggest
that citizens interested should get in touch with Rev. Wm. Kernan of St. James |
‘ the Less Episcopal Church who, as you all know, has distinguished himself
" as a soldier of spiritual and patriotic action.

A final delusion which I reject is that Education and Science of them- |
selves offer the antidote to Communism. 1 agree with J. Edgar Hoover when
he writes: “‘Religion is the only force that can save our civilization. Only -
in religion can men learn to live at peace with one another, because only re-
ligion puts total emphasis on serving others rather than self. In the twilight

of despair which is settling on so many areas of the earth, we must turn to the
Fatherhood of God."
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THE COMMITTEE OF TEN
5 it

Dear Editor:

In view of the unsought pubiicity resulting from the appearance of Father
Williamn C. Kernan, assistant to the rector of the Epigcopal Church of St. James
the Legs, and myself before the Board of Education, may 1, threugh your
columns, make a brief statement. |

First, those of us who have appeared before the Board of Education have
prefaced our remarks with the statement that we v:.'ere speaking for ourselves
as individual parents, citizens, and taxpayers.

Second, the Committee of Ten has taken no stand and issued no statement
on the 'banning’ of any".l’a‘a:rticular .book or bool'cg from the Scarsdale schools.
Third, Father Kernan and I .mentionecl‘ before the Board of Education

éerta;in specific books used in the Scarscialé High School such as Howard
Fast's novels and Shirley Graham's ‘Paul Robeson--Gitizen of the World’,
in order to point up an issue. That issue is whether books of this kind were
receiving the proper attention in the selection of books for Scarsdale
children, We wanted to find out also if the Board of Education felt any
special responsibility for the selection of books or had adopted any policies
or crit(;rria which would help the school. s?stem in its work of selection. It
would seem that the Board of Education has no policy other than fo leave
this entirely to the paid staff in the schools, a policy which has led to the
selection of the books i.n question, |

Fourth, the only action taken by the Committee of Ten to date has been

¢




P

to send a letter dated June 6, 1949 to the Board of Education raising certain
questions regarding thie basic philesophy of our school system. We received
a courieous reply,dated September 13, 1949, which the Committee is now
considering.

Fifth, the Committee of Ten is a voluntary group of Scarsdale citizeﬁs
deeply and sincerely interested in the future of America. Freedom is _
everybody’s business and so is education, the cornerstone of freedom. It
is the conviction of this Committee that the Scarsdale community, like so
many cothers, has not been sufficiently alert to the infiltration of subversive
influences.

Anything smacking of ‘witch-hunting' is farthest from the Committee's
plans. We are prim;\rily interested in a positive appzloaeh.. For example, we
should like a statement by the Board of Education as to what its policy is with
regard to educating carsdale children in the principles of Americanism.
Also, a statement of its criteria for the selection of history and dher Social
Studies text and library books.

The Committee of Ten has been deeply gratified with the whole-hearted
support of the American Legidﬁ; Post No, 52, Scarsdale, the chairman of whose

Committee on Americanism is a member of our group.

Otto E. Dohrenwend
Tor the Committee of Ten

Ellis H. Carson Henry G. Koch

Sylvan Gotshal Henry C. Link

Oscar Halecki _ Thomas E. O'Donnell
William C. Kernan I. H. Schaumber

October 14, 1949
Scarsdale, N.Y.
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MEMORANDUM TO: THE SCARSDALE BOARD OF EDUCATION
FROM: THE COMMITTEE OF TEN

RE: SCARSDALE EDUCATION AT THE CROSSROUOADS

The Committee of Ten is dedicated to the basic American principle of loyalty
to God and Country. We represent neither political party nor sectarian creed, but
we are united in the conviction that there is a tremendous area of practical spiritual
agreement for all who believe in God and the Ten Commandments. OQur aim is to
cooperate with all duly constituted authority in upholding the principles of the
Moral Law,. . |

We affirm that the primary purpose of Education, in striving for and in teach-
ing Truth, should be the spiritual development of the individual; with character,
virtue, and wisdom as the cardinal requisites of good citizenship. Social adjustment
is an excellent secondary objective, but we deplore the philosophy of Jobhn Dewey,
who locked out God from the American publlc school and who substituted Society
and Humanism for the concept of God.

You have the responsibility of choosing a new Superintendent of Schools, but we
feel a sirong obligation fo write urging you to select an Educator professing the
religious concept of Man common to both Christians and Jews, with its emphasis on
the Ten Commandments, on moral and ethical values, on individual responsibility,
on respect for the dignity and rights of others. We are opposed to the philosophy of
atheistic pragmatism which regards Moral Law as relative rather than as abs&olute.
May you have the wisdom to place a greater emphasm on a sound, moral philosophy
of Kducation than on a Ph.D. degree.

The great Jacques Maritain, lecturing at Yale in 1943 stated:

‘With such a philosophy of pragmatism, a great thinker like Professor
John Dewey is able to maintain an ideal image of all those things which
are dear to the heart of {ree men; but outside of the ideological system,
the historical impact of this philosophy upon culture will naturally lead
to a. stony positivist or technocratic denial of the objective value of any
spiritual need.

We may thus understand by what internal conflict democracy is now
weakened. Its motive ppwer is of a spiritual nature - the will to
justice and brotherly love - but its philosophy has long been pragma-
tisrn, which cannot justify real faith in such a spiritual inspiration.’

In an address, ‘Education Without Culture,' Lippman stated;
'...By separating education from the classical religious tradition,
the schoeol cannot train the pupil fo look upon himself as an inviolable
perscon because he is made in the image of God...education founded on

the secular image must destroy knowledge itself.’

Now, what about Scarsdale? A letter, signed 'An Irate Mother' in ‘The Scarsdale




Inguirer' of June 3, 1949 states:

‘T have decided it is a losing battle to try to bring my two children
up to be gracious, orderly citizens in a community producing such
ruffians.’

Without attempting to apportion the blame we are confronted with the reality..
that many of our young people are not distinguished for their discipline, manners,
culture. It is our unanimous judgment that the philosophy of progressive educa-
tion is one of the causes involved.

What is the ph11 sophy of the Scarsdale School System? Has there ever been
an authomtatweL ément on this all-essential question? Please understand that
we are talklng 4: of methods, but of fundamentals:~the aims and ends of Educa-
tion; the nature of Man; the affirmation or denial of Natural Law; the affirmation
or denial of Absolutes, including Virtues and Vices; the affirmation or denial of
the existence of a personal God, to Whom everyone will one day be accountable;
the acceptance or rejection of the principlés contained in the Tonstitution, The
Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of Independence, wherein it was stated that
God, and not the State, is the source of all our rights and freedoms.

Back in 1941, the philosopher and writer, Thomas Woodlock, discussing an
article entitled ‘The Case for Progressive Education’ by Dr. William Kilpatrick
of Teachers College, stated:

“*Dr. Kilpatrick has leng been recognized as the leading proponent

of the Dewey philosophy in connection with education, and his influence
in the schools has been very great. Such, at least, is the opinion of
several writers on the general subject. He has left us in no doubt as
to his own views on things in general. He is an out-and-out Darwinian
(nineteenth century vintage), a complete Heraclitean who recognizes
change as the one law for everything; he will have no truck whatever
with Aristotle or metaphysics in any form, much less with religion

{as a ‘truth’) and he holds that an individual's business is to adjust
himself to the society and the culture to which he is born with no refer-
ence to a fulure life. For him there are no '‘morals’ which are not
‘social’; experiment and experience are the beginning and the end of
everything; growth is ﬁhe end of life, growth and abundant living'',

Woodlock then points out that the above ‘'is not a question of teaching methods,
but it is a question of fundamentals, and it is totally incompatible with the funda-
mentals upon which our entire civil order is based, for it leads inevitably to
totalitarianism in its most dangerous form. Do we want it?"

We feel that the Board of Education has a solemn duty to examine the philos-
ophy of the Scarsdale School System in the light of the above. We urge that a
statement of principles be issued to the community with the advent of the new
Superintendent,»who we hope and pray will have the qualifications we have endeavored
to outline.

¢
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We realize that we have covered a wide area of complex problems, and that
delicate matters of high policy are involved. We wish to have it clearly under-
stood that we are not proposing formal religious education in the public schools.,
We are asking for:

(1) The choosing of a new Superintendent with basic American
moral pringiples.

(2). A re-examination of the underlying phﬂosophy of the Scarsdale
‘School System.

{3) A statement of these principles to the community,

The Committee of Ten places at your disposal the services of our group. We
shall await with interest the reaction of the Board to our suggestions, and we will
appreciate your addressing your reply to the attention of Mr. Otto E. Dohrenwend,
'19 Tompkinsg Road, as the representative of our Committee.

Sincerely,

THE COMMITTEE OF TEN
Ellis H. Carson

Otto E. Dohrenwend

Syivan Gotshal

Oscar Halecki

Williamm C. Kernan

June 6, 1949 ' Henry C. Link

Thomas E. O'Donnell




A R I T TN T .
TH EFENeE O O0R CHITRSY &/I f‘
by
Lisutenant Colonel Edward ¢. ¥McConahay

Septembar il, 1950, Weeting Scarsdale Board of Educat ion

I want to empbmsize bthat the battle we have been {ighting in
Scarsdale in the esducational field is part of the same battle thet is
belng waged by our Country and 3ta allies in Korea; the enemy is the
world-wide sonspiracy of Gcmmuniam¢ whose avowed purpose it 1s to d@stfoy
all free governwments mnd all rellglon. Our local American Legion Fost 1s
to be congr&tﬁl&%ed for the Haa@iution passad on August 8, from which I
quote the following extracts:

“WHEREASH the safety ol our entiré natlon 18 4n jeopardy as the
result of wide-gpread infiltratiém of c@mmuniétsg largely made possible
over 8 pe?ibd of yemrs by the state of apathy thut has existed and con-
tinues to exist on the part of our government, national, séate,'and local,
and.on the part of & large segmoent of our people who have been and are
willing to ignore, and at times encourage through misguided zeal, the per-
version of fresdom of the press and the priﬁil@ge of free speech and
psacseful assembly, despite evildencs éf subverslve activities in meny local-
itles, including Scarsdale;

WA

"RESOLVED, that all sunmunist 1it@£atura, and all comnunist
propagunda disguised as hiatorylor Literature, be oxcluded from the schools
unless used in a @@u?ge'por%raying the fallacies of communismy®

PE SRR T

Every Scaprsdale ?@Sid@ﬂ% ahould read the book "Men Witbout faces”
recently written by Louis Bu@@ngp Wo. 1 witness for the United States
. Government in éxpesing the Red Fagelst consplracy. I quote from papes

238-9, a paragraph which is very pertinent to the Scarsdale scene:



., "B o
“another phase of this elaborate plan ¥&e the invasion of the

Westchester County mind, sspeclally ln exclusive circles, People~5f wea;th
in the party, such as Loulse Bransten {who was also & Soviet agsnt) and Mrs.
Muriel Draper, were gliven the résponsibility of working eu% reletlionships
which would plant the Communists firmly in Scarsdale, Larchmont, and Bronxe
viileo Where actual Commuﬁist converts cthd not be made, frlendly
assoclations were to be Initiated whilch would perwmit concealsd Communists to
speak before comwunlty organizations as experts on forelgn affairs, parti-
cularly on the satellliie stutes and China. Pro-Communist books were to be
plugged at informal dlnner partles, In women's clubs, study groups, and educa-
tion institutions,¥ ’ |

| The above expert testimony 1ls obviously of tremen&ous Importance
1n.corroborating the pattern of Communist influence aflecting our school

syetem brought to light by patriotic cltlizens, Why has the Board and

Suﬁérintendent Shaw ignored Budenz?s unimpeschable testimony?
| | 1 feel conselence bound to.expréss my deep concern over Supsrlo-
tendent Shaw's performance at the July bth meeting, at whiéh he attémpted o
answer the evidence of Communist infiltration in the Scarsdale School'Syé@ﬂm:(é}
presented by our Cltlzens Committee at the special meeting of June 19th, fI
know I am spesking for & large and growing number of residents when [ submit
that Mr. Shaw's evasions and subterfuges were u disservice to the comminiby.

He completsly evaded the evidence regarding materlals—-textbooks, lilbrary

books, recommended reading llsts--which lnvelved the following pro-stalinlst

authorss:
Shirley Graham Erskine Céldwell
Anna Loulse Btrong Ver@.Miehelea Dean
Gorllas Lamoni Maxwell Stewart
Albert Rhys Willlams M, Illn
Vilhjalmuy Stelansson Louls Untermeyey

Langston Hughes Arthur ¥iller
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*bu~wr B0 A@uwﬁiig bnus” by some of ha above Aauvkhoes in tﬂ@ gradeo schools
and it seems incredible that any American edusatvor, understanding th@ nasure

J the 5%h Golmmn in ouvr wmidst, would take move th&m a Tew minutes to d@eid@
t@ invastigute how such an sgpregation of autnors, plus a large dose of
Howard Past, ever got into an Ameriecan public school.. Every Scaradalm tax=
payer has a moral and i@gal rignt to demand %o know on whose rogquisition niség;
money has been apent, Posa the Superintendont d@hy o affTirm this right fox
Scarsdale parents?

Just a few words ebout one of the Superintendent's wost Qlaring

evasions, On June 19, we critlslzed a book on an Englgsh Depactment 8tk é%j
Grade recowmmended reading 1lst entitled YPaul Robeson, Cltizen of the Worid®,
written by the pro-GCommunist Shiriey Grabam. This book glamo@igeé Robason
and contains illuaératicna from the Dally wgrk@rq When M. Shaw recommenda %j
this book to young minds of 13 ﬁn@ i, 43 be nobt vielaiting th@ Hew York Statgb
Tay which directs h%m "$o0 promoteo o splrlt of pabriotlic and sivie servie@ a£§§
j@bligatiom and to Loat@r 1n the children of the statse noral and invellectual
gualities which ave essential in preparing to meet the @bliga$ion$.0f cltizens=
ship in peace or 1n war”™? How can the use of this book e juatifiad in view

of Robeson's announced refusal to fight for the United States In cuse of war{ :

with Russis and in view of the fack that the Sbate Depurtment has refused feo
tsaue Llm a passporty

| The Supsrintendent's commonvs on Howard Past demand clarificetion,
We have a letiter dated Wovember 10, 10LB, signed by Méo Helson, Principél@

1iating eleven books by Howard Fast purehasad for the High School library.

Qn_Ju@y 5, the Superintondent rvepresenbéad bthe nuvwber as only 8B, Woeat la th@<>

sxplanntion of the discrepancy? Pwo of the Fest beoks omitted by the Superine

t@nﬁ@nt W@ré the two iateab ém&ch&s@d a@egrdimg o Mr., Holson's letver, I
wmid 1ike to know whobher bha book "¥ha Amariesn® wan aetually purchased in

My, 1OhT, as stated by My, Nelson snd whother the book “Councsived in Liberiy"?
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ﬁaa actually purehased in April, 1948, and, if so, whose approval appears oni%

the requisition? In my opinion, the Superintendent's statement thet the

book "Citizen Tom Paine" waa missing represents & subterfuge of expediency.

Why didat*t Mr, Shaw say whether he would or would not replace the book? Will

he say so now? | : ' ' 7 Gij
‘The Superintendent's statement that tners are 250 authors who

have as many or more books in the High School 1llbrary as Howard Past appears

g0 prsposterous as to suggest & typographleal error. I challenge him to n&ms;h
' | /"

e fractlon of 250 modern authors who have eleven or more books in our High
Scnool 1library.

Ta keep the Superintendent and the Board up-to-date on certain
characters who have achisved prominence in the Scarsdale sducational scene as
well as in the consﬁiracy to overthrow our Government by viedsence, 1 quots:
the following from the New York Times of Septembar 11, 1950:

. _ . ‘ .,.F-'z%._

"RUCHAREST, Rumenia, Sept. 10 =American author Howard @3L,

Feat, Wegro baritone Paul Robeson and Sovliet Premier '
Stalin were slected last night to the honorary presidium

of the Congress of the "Struggle for Pesce Commlttees,”

which opened here toduy. WNone of the three were prssent,

Mr. Fast and ¥r, Robeson were refused passports by the

United Stutes State Department.®

The following extract taken from the July 28, 1950, issue of the
Newsletter “"Counterattack" is ulsc illuvminatings

"A number of Stalin's literatl recently sent & letter of solidar-
1%y to HOWARD FAST, Communist propagandist now serving a prison term for conw
tempt of Congress. The Russian writers assured FAST that hé would be avenged.
They toid him that American leaders (the Pres.,, Congress, Judges, eto.) who
jaiied him were fascists and that all fasciats eventuamlly pay for their crimes,
They also sald: "The peoples of the world" (Communista) "Will not forgive.

The peobles have a tenscious memory. As to bthe Washington jallers, let them

remember the Nuremburg noosa which ended the lives of thelr spiritual fathers."

Some of America’s "literati® also sent greetings of “sclid&ritﬁ"



P ﬁ&mﬁ at o rocond FHationsl Council of Arts, Helences snd Prmfésaiena:maeta
ing, wﬁi@h included the post Louis Unbormeyer, anétner Scarsdale High Sehool
cextbook writer, | |
In the light of th@.abovap L@t the Board and the Superintendent;
. ¥acall that they geve their approval to the ingredibly blased ré§ort of three
Scarsdale teachers on Fast!s "Citiszen T@ﬁ Paine", which report contained the
following words: "If Howard Faét.is a Communist, we do not £ind him folinwing

the party line in this bhook". Oen such gullibility be bonm fide? It is

éignificant that the Superintendent completely ignored the scholarly
presentatlons ma@a’by Father Kernen at the Jume 19th meeting and previously,
proving éonslusivaly the pressence of tﬁ@ Gommunist Party Line in the Past
books, The raport of the thréee teachers in guestlon should prove to even the
ﬁqst deluded 1iberal ﬁhat not every teacheor can be relled upon to offset the
un;abaled poia@ﬁ of Cowmunist authors, Therse is an old Russian adage to the
wWiect that what is pﬁt into the child's wmind with a pen eannct be shopped
éut with an axe. | .. |

The Superintendent in his memorandum of April 3, lggﬁp,which.‘

accompanied the teachers! report on "Cltizen Tom Paine® made the following res,

markeble stutewment, "Phe fictionelized blography, moreover, is frankly a work

1% Here we have a badly written, hié%oricélly

of 'ert? rather than rgcience
false, obgcene, profane, Communist Party Line book which was eliminated [from
the Yew York City Public School System seovaral years ago despite the G, P, =

1ine ories of "Unameriean censorshlp® by the Communist 1sader Benjamin Davis -

&nﬁ the Scarsdale Superintendent ineludes su@h writing under ”Art”ﬂ it m&yiuﬂ
be o colneldence that the eultural front of %h@ Communist Party bsars the

neme “Natlonal Council of Arbs, Selences and Professions™ and that Howard

Fagt 1@ one of the 1@ad®rs_@f‘that fr@ﬁto it 18 also wérth noting that a cone

jern abovt “wnamerican censorship” {the exsot words used by the gonvisted

(75°)
Communiet Benjamin Davis) 1z expressed in the November 7, 1949, "Report of
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Mh@ Cowmmittee on Ddudational Policies and Ta%ehing SLafr® of the Sca radale &T
Board of Edweation, I would 1ike to know, Mro Chalrman, who slipbad in this |
bit of géod cheer for the Kremlin?

The Superintendent dild not answer a single point rajlsed by Mies

Sahaﬁmbsr in hls eriticism of the textbook "American Democrapy Today and To«
morrbw” written by Goalin, Storen, and Goslin, The Superintendent was bold
enough to ééfend &nd.&ppr@ve the definivion of "the true Americana® provid@déga
Tor our cﬁildren by the CommunisteLroniar Honry Pratt Falvchild, listed by a
Committes of Congress as affiliated with from 31 to L0 Communist fronts, If
you de neh know what 18 lacking in %his typlecal Assoplan "definition', Mr,
Suparint@nﬁantp you should resd the Deglmration of Indepsndence which is not
aven peferre& to in this textbook and, alsaa the Am@ric&n Leglon Mambership
Pledgo, which yqu,will alao not L£ind 1n this book. What a leugh for the

Héamlin that Scarsdale sclwol chlldven are taught Am@riganism'by such men a8 .

the Oommunist Fast and Communist-fronter Falrchildl .

I will not take the time whish. it would reguire %o an&ly%@ @?Gry#
thing that is wrong with this book bus the Bgaéa will be well udvised to
annovnee its prompt rewoval from the Seawsdale School Syetem, |

In discussing the textbook "World Wlstory® by Boak, Slosson and

edisions to minimize damaging evidence. When members of the Citizens Commlttos .

asked for a copy of this tenth grade teoxtbook prior to the Jun@ 19 m@atingfﬁL;__

aup@rﬂnt@ndent was unable to supply a e@pyb‘ All of the guotations and 11 1uma
trations eited by Wp, Robert Fitapatrick at the June 19 m@ating were atculre
ately and correctly taken from the iabest aditidn of this tant - the 9k7
odition, which we had to prosure for aurselvagu

At the July 5 meebing, the Sup@@int%ﬂd@nta aceording to the

Jcaradale Inguirer, relerved to the 19&2 and 1945 éditlons. There is no 1945

odition and epparently 1% is the 1942 edition which 18 5111 used in thoe
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Bearsdale Public Beheols, By refeveing o bhis ediblon, wag thée Sapseinbend-

st brying to conceal the fact that the progressive schools of Secarsdule are

2411 ueing an obsoleta edition of a tenth grade history text? If the ﬁupefé”
intendent had besen awars of the existence of the 19h7 editlon, and why wasn't
ne, he woula h&ve besn spared his "most Ailigent” but unsuveosssful sesrch for
thiﬂ.quctmtiong which appears on Page 568:
actually the Chinese Communists wepe rayaly anything but hungry
and angry peasants, whose shilef loterest was in gelting more
land rather than im political or economic Lheories,®
| Sinse this Communist Party - 1lnahwas not promulgated until
1945, 1t would obviously be impossible o £ind it in a 1942 edltion,
I will dlspose of this book with two briel scommenbts; (1) Tha.

duperintendent owes Wr. Fitzputriek a publis apologys and, (&) owr study o
'éh@ 19h7 edition convinces us that it should nob b@lﬁmrchaaad %o replace tha
oresent obsolete 192 edition and that a better and more &ccu?at@ texthook
Jhould be substituted,

I will not dignily with any comment the Superintendent's £1imsy
Juatification of the Forelgn Policy Asscclation pemphlsts. How can an ad-

ucator steop so low g to turn over a panphlet to our group, checking on
cur?@nﬁ toaching waterials, and then publilely eriticize sush & prmphlet as

@b&@laa@? The Superlatendeont avoilded any referonce to the Public Affalrs

p&mphlat@o A independent smthority, "The mﬂu@usi@nal Reviewer", agreoes wi5w“ﬁ
ue that the pamphlets of the Forsign Polley Assoccintilon and of the Public
Affeirs Gommlitwe are not fltted for classroom uas bacause they so «fien varcy
the party-line. We did not have bime to wmake a complete 1nVQatigatiﬁm in the
fiald of pamphlots mnd p@?i@@icals bﬁﬁ we were shosked by whabt we féurd‘and the .
nosd Yor a much more shorough investization s indieated. .

Pha Sup@rimtéﬁd@nt chose to ignove Lhe evidense rogarding tm%gg%?

Boaradale 0fC-Campus Progrem and the record of affiliatilon with Commmnist
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Feonts of waeiovs dadividuals éonn@cted with.tnga@ Workshop classes in our
high school building. Wo matter what the Superinténﬁent or the Board héa
sdid or way say in $he future, the rocord is clear for anyone to undersiund
who wants to vnddrstend. Our bhigh school buillding and faeilitiaé were
t@rned over free of charge to two outslds oducatlonul institutions without
ény.pri@r_public notice or dlscussion, without any provision in the budget,
and aithout tho knowledge of severs) members of Hhe Bourd 'itsslf, It should
be emphasized that the courses were given in our_pigh 5chao;.building not only
Tox ¢u§{t@@ch@rs but, alao,'f@r outﬁié@rs; Vo was r@aponsib1a for th@se
ssoterie arrangementsd o |

| The Dean of tho school which conducted the Scarsdale Off-Campus
Program in the Searadale High School bullding was Ernest @, Melby who has
exercised a tremendéus infiueac@ on the Ycarsdale educational cliﬁate over
a period éf yoars and whb bus spoken mo Proeguently &t all our PTAs.

' At the June 19th meeting, we pressinbed evidence of sworn test-
imony before Congress that Dean Melby had been Viee Gnairman of the Bdugs-
tional Committee of the Natiocnal Council of Awmerican Soviet Priendship, a
Gommunist front deeclared subversive by the U.S5. Attorney Generai-and tralt-
orous by a C&lif@rni&‘S@nat@ Committen, It is thié féont which disseminated
disguived Communiat indoctrination over the country. Wany of the authors
r@prasenﬁ@d‘in the Scersdale School Systew were on the approved 1ist of this
Communist front. Mr, Melby's affilint Lons witﬁ the left-wing Amerlcan Educa-
tion F@li@@éhip and with the Social Prentler Group clearly show him £6 belong
to the @ﬁtr@m@-laftmwing in the educational field,

The educator who was in local chapge of the Scarsdale Workshop
Program was Doctor Bert James hoswenberg &hd he élso was the léctur@r in four
different sourses glven ig.@@r High School buildingn Doctor Loewenberg was
Jisgted by the U, 3. House Commibtvee on Unamsrlcan Activitien as a spongor and '

panal apeaker at the Cowmuniat inspired Pease Conference held at the Waidorf
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Asborin in Maveh, 1949 under th@ auapicﬁé of the Wational Council deth@-
. Arte, Sclences and Professicnég previoualy referred Lo as the cultural front
of the Coﬁmuniat P@rtyo

Oné of the 1actﬁr@rs in ouy High School buillding was Doctor
Harold Taylor of HSarah Lawrence Gollege who 1s one of the few college prese
1dents who publicly advocales %ermitting Communist professors to teach in our
gcolleges. ﬁe hes also lent his name, wﬂtting?y op unwittingly, to various |
Commanist frontsG

Bvidence was pr@sehted at the June 19 mesting to indicate that
| three other visitling lecturers in our High School bullding had some record
of affiliation wilth Communist fronts, Is the Superintendent willing to admit

that whe record of the (Off-Campus Program does indiceie Communist influence?

Eitne? the Superintendsnt knew the score and went along ﬁith it like H&rolégw
%aylor does, or he did not know the score, Which was it¢ If he elaims to
hﬁVa been nnwittingly mislet, what value can be attaehed to his blanket
guar&nt@@ off 133 Soaursdale teachers at the Jun@ 1I9th meeting? I submit t£§%
na raaqon@bly prudent individualg understandlng the Communist conspiracy in
the f&@l@ of education, would balke such a rash peaitimna _

In closing, I wish to state that ocur batils for P@al Americ&nism\\

=y

in‘th@ Sgarsdale School Syatem must and will cohbinue, In all good faith, Q;f)
ﬁe of fer, as we hay@ repeately Offered in the past, our servicess and coopefam
tion to the Scarsdale Board of Rducatlon, Wow Lhad Am@rieén boye are dying
in ﬁor@&'to stop Conmunist militery aggr@égion,'m&ny reélige tb their BOLIOW
thelr past n&int@.@md apathy and realize that e walted teo long Lo resist
the spreaﬁ of Red Pagolsm, How 1@§g will 4% be ﬁ?f@r@ 3h@ Be&ré militantly
r@aiété the intellsctual &ggr@&aién of Gémmuniat influence menacing our
childr@n? How deeply must the Communist line penetrate our School System baw
re the Scarsdale Buardlraébgniz@a 1t as Communist Infiltration f@quiring an

immediate Investigationg

L () [ o o ] a [+ @ L [ aQ
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HE community of Scarsdale, which

. able Westchester County, likes to refer to'
i . itself, somewhat coyly, as “just a < emitory
. ' to Manhattan,” As denizens of the wealthiest
"%+ county in the State of New York, one of
. the richest per capita in the country, the
" 14,500 occupants of the dormitory voted five
_to one Republican in the last national elec-
tion and pridefully claim the highest pro-
Vi portion of Who's Who listings of any
:* incorporated locality in the United States.

_ system, which, with those of neighboring
*  Bronxville and Winnetka, Illinofs, is rated
. the nation’s best, . ;

- in Scarsdale homes and on ‘the trains to’

fatigable group to remove from the high
school library and selected reading shelves a’

' opies, and texts—declared to be subversive
~"  because they were written or edited by per-

- Ir oME were to nominate the American com-
., maunity least likely to suecumb to Commmunism,

. publican, sedatewould be:a strong candidate.
.*. Indeed, one might expect that if—as many think
. —this country is infected with hysteria on the
" question of Communism, Scarsdale would be a
. quick vietim, Here, however, is the story of

: .+ what happeried when a group of zealots tried to

_puige the school libraries of the works of Mr.
~ Howard Fast, an acknowledged Communist—a
- case study from which our readers may he
| prompted to discover in what respect Scarsdale’s
.| -experience and Scarsdale’s pattern of commu-

- nity .action contain a lesson for American com-

. aweek correspondent in the Far Hast, and has

oshi

.World, was publishied in to49 by Kuopk -

B Com mb“"'a\m “Decemhar 14
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#/\" " SCARSDALES BATTLE OF THE BOOKS .

'How One Community Dealt with "Subversive Literature” .

3 loa appreximntely  forey | minutes -
SR north of New York City in fashion- -

During the past two years, the chief topic -

<and from Grand Central Terminal in New-
* York has been the persevering, and hithes-
to unsuccessful, attempt of a small and Inde- 1 >

. Weéstchester County's -Scarsdale—affluent, Re-

" munities. Ronny SHAPLEN was formerly News-

written for the New Ydrker, the Progressive, and’
other periodicals. His novel, A Cornér of the

o 530 ..... . .

SHAPLEN

' ' \

% sons either known ot alleged to have Com- :;
Ymunist leanings, This frenzied battle of the

books has had several “climaxes.” Probably -
the most significant accurred early this past 5™
_summer when, at its final school-year meet- .:
| ing, the board of education, composed of .

- prominent New York business and profes-

.. sional men and some wives, ‘unanimously .

*_voted down the request of the village minori-

ity for a Full-dress investigation of Commu- ~

" nist infiltration of the enfire Scarsdale school

I system. Previously, one bitter phase-of the
- lengthy battle culminated last May in the .
"They are even prouder of their public school

“annual election for school board members

- “vmore than ten times the usual number of
.voters turned out and in formal secret ballot ..

'
'

g,
1

it

- board's handling of the book. matter, Lately
“-as recent as October, the board has had ocea
sion to reaffirm its position, in the face of .
vocal and ¢.termined oppositlon. '

iu) part the xesult of the unique way in
" which the village administers all- local af-

.., fairs—including operation of the schools. The
1. initial phase of the book battle, for example,
* " had to do with the novels of Howard Fast,.
+'a man who had not denied his Communist ..,
" 2'party affiliations and who has a long record;
' .'of supporting Communist front organiza-

“‘tions. Despite a universal distaste for Com-
Zmunism, and with no particular affection

. for Fast or his books, the Scarsdalians never-

1 theless were prompted to keep eight of his

- works in the library not only because they

.. deeply opposed any kind of book-burning,
* “even in the coldest of cold wars, but chiefly

~ because of a‘sense of outrage that anyone”
. . should have impugned their proven system ;
: of governing themselves; this includés the

* manner in which. teachers, and hence books,
- have been selected, and the consequent way
i \ ' :
' students have been'taught to read and study.
* -The “Scirsdale 3ystem” goes back two
- decades; to the tiie when-d_group, of foci
3 , \ N,
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; registered their nearly 100 per cent disap- -
“proval -of those who had questioned the

_ . " (oARSDALE'S reaction to its crisis is in large 4
-y S . ¥ v
variety of works—novels, biographies, anthol- -
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SCARSDALE'S BATTLE OF THE BOOKS:

“commuters. decided to take full advantage
» of the fact that some of the nation’s most
skilful executives lived in their midst. What
has-since evolved is akin to the concept of
the old New England town meeting, at
which men were “tapped” for office after
being deemed worthy by their peers. Both
the Scarsdale village board and the school

g been heard from before. He is Otto Dohren- .

board are so chosen. Each consists of soven

-former makes a political point of including

.. school board is made up strictly on the basis
" of professional capabilities. Whatever is

. needed—lawyer, doctor, engineer, or banker

- persons called “trustees,” and while the’

. «.  two known ‘Democrats, the non-partisan |

“- v —~Scarstdale dips into its reservoir of talent’

-and comes up with it.

. " "becanse they are away all day earning their
"7 lving in the noisome metropolis, the men
" of Scarsdale feel a special obligation to keep
~in touch with village life. Nine hundred of

4o " them belong to. the Town Club, which has’

., nineteen standing committees for the further-
. ance of everything from boy scout and girl
. scout programs to reading, swimming, safety,
. the gathering of regional lore, the affairs of
* local, county, and state government, and,
- above all, these having to do. with Scars-
dale's main concern—education. It is not un-

Scarsdale High School Offer a Course in

# s the Scarsdale Woman's Club, The heads
/ of these two clubs, and of the Parent-Teacher
. Association Council, form the nucleus of a

_ citizens' committee of fifteen which every °
1-," <. year taps the men and women it wants

.~ for the schoo} board, As with those similarly -

. selected for mayor and other village posts, . :

" “no” is not taken for an answer; the desig- -

_-" nated persons are simply told their services :

"« are required by the community, The annual ~ :

' -+ use of the Crusades as a subject for propa-

[ May election always administers a public
o' - stamp of approval. ~ -

' Aﬂo’m* a year and a half ag‘o a group call-

ing itself the “Committee of Ten” ad-

dressed a private memorandum to the school
board, The committee, which at that time
listed only seven members, spoke fervently
of. the need for greater spiritual awsreness

Vo 1 ¢ v ) R '-.'.l"
P K . R R T -
i

Being exceptionally civic-minded, perhaps

. anti-Communist magazine partly written and

- . ¢ ing non-political reference was made to At
.. usual for a single subject—such as "Shall .

** . Driver Education and Training?’—to occupy -
f.!-. a committee of a dozen high-powered cor-
-. poration officials over ‘a period of months.

“The distaff counterpart of the Town Club’

.
%

:;in the high ‘school library, He asked for
+'{ information on the available works of How-
_“atd, Fast-and of Anna:Louise Strong, who'

- " , .
a0
" in the classtoom and jmplicd, by the force = .5, L 41
; of its appeal, that Scarsdale’s schools were * '+ "~ <1JH],
i morally neglectful. AR Y
. While this was the first declaration of the -

Committee of Ten, the man everyone in -
Scarsdale believed to be its organizer had

wend, bespectacled Manhattan broker and
 father of four children; according to his
wife, he ha devoted much if not most of ' 7 *
his time in the past four years'to a meticu-
lous study of Communist front organizations
in America, Among his particular aids and
guides, on the basis of what he has said
and written, have been tlte Fourth Report-
~on Un-American Activities in California, *
})rinted and submitted in 1948 to the Cali- -
ornia legislature by the socalled Tenney
committee; the publications of the United
States Chamber of Commerce, especially
one called “A Program for Community Anti- -
. Communist Action”; and the files of Counter- -
attack, a bitter and frequently indiscriminate

edited by former FBI agents. Co
~ Even before the book battle-royal began,
" in the fall of 1948, Dohrenwend made a
- commotion because in a speech by the high 3;
school principal, Lester W. Nelson, a pass-

-

the Harvard astronomer Harlow Shapley,
= who has supported many Communist front
organizations and admittedly voted for Henry
Wallace for President. (Nelson had spoken - ;
- on “Current Trends in Higher Education” !
- and had noted that Shapley was among
- those who favored more liberal arts training
for scientists and technicians.) About the'
: same time, at a fathers' meeting of the ;
~ Fox Meadow elementary school PTA, Doh-.:
-renwend violently objected to the appear-
_ance on a class bulletin hoard of the cut-out
mounted figure of a knight, pasted up by ":
one of the children, because it had been +1
taken from a popular magazine spread de-.
- picting how the Italian Communists made

i ganda, L
- It was also in the fall of 1948 that Dohren-, i
.. wend first brought up thé qitestion of books

rat that time had not yet fallen from Moscow
iFgrace, There were then ten Fast books on’

oL \,

‘tl,.
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In the months that followed, Principal Nel-
son, Superintendent Smith, and Assistant

Superintendent Archibald B. Shaw (later

Acting Superintendent and now Superin-
tendent) engaged in a series of communica-
tions and conferences with Dohrenwend,
without achieving a meeting of minds on the

S question of what kinds of books Scarsdale’s
2+ youtli should find in their school libraxies.

By the summer of 1949 word had got
around of the Committee of Ten's existence,

but nothing had come out in the open and -
:+" it was hoped nothing would, The Scarsdale
' . Inquirer, an excelient and profitable weekly

of 4,700 circulation, owned by the Woman’s
Club and edited for the last twenty years

V. *_ by Mrs. Ruth Nash Chalmers, ran no news

Eout it. The paper knew about Dohren-
" wend, however, through his previous letters -
“to the editor, including one about the perils

of over-secularized schooling, It was not until

- last year’s fist fall meeting of the school -
.. .board—held each September in a room ad-

" jacent to Shaw's office in the high school,
‘. which itself occupies an attractive 25-acre

tract in the Fox 'Meadow area—that the
question of the books was publicly raised.

This was the first meeting Sha\y attended
-as Acting Superintendent and he has since

described it as “a whangdoodle.” Shaw is a
large, handsome, energetic, graying man just

“under forty. A navy radar lieutenant during’

the war, he knew, when he took over ad-

'ministration of the Scarg‘,dale schools Cenroll-.
. ment-2,500, half in the high scheol and the '
. * test in three elementary schools), that he was

inheriting one of the best such jobs in the

-‘country, in a sophisticated, harmonious com-

munity where politics had been miraculously
wished away. Accordingly; when Dohren-

wend appeared, unprécedentedly bringing. -
. with him his New York lawyer, and began ~

sharply questioning the new Acting Superin-

¢ tendent about the method of selecting high

school books, Shaw was taken aback.

to know in detail how both texts and library

* books were selected, if there was an at--
tempt made to reject books by “left-wing™
authors Che referred specifically to Howard |
Fast's novels and Louis Untermeyex's poetry !
anthologies), and asked if the school board
and  superintendent knew the contents of -
books chosen, Shaw explained that the four. -

' [ ) A \‘ . . . . )
i )

. fornia, and then moved to Trinity Church,

- station WEVD in Manhattan and said he
~wanted to make a radio address against.-;

. Time magazine called Keman “exciting—
- but more important . , . sane,” and the pro- ;
gram became a WEVD fixture as the Free
Speech Forum. On the first anniversary of -
: "'his debut, the station printed a book of his -
i talks called The Ghost of Royal Oak, to
_ .which Kernan appended such quotations as
During the meeting, Dohrenwend wanted :
. but T will defend ‘to the death your right
“ito say it \ o
Kernan's broadcasts were kept up unti} -
< last year, He acquired, after Coughlin sub- .
. sided, a widex repdtation as a liberal anti- "
~ fascist and antt-Communist cleric. Starting’
. .in" 1940 he branched.:out as’a columnist’. -
~and lecturer, under the segis of the Institute : -

Lok COMMENTARY

. the shelves, he was told, and one by Strong, * schools used 150 texts and had 25,000

volumes in their libraries, and that with
2,500 to 3,00~ books being added yearly it
was impossible for him to read every one,

.The board decided, only partly because of

“Dohrenwend's criticism, to appoint a com- ..
imittee to study procedures for ‘combating
subversive influence under the new state

‘tow known as the Feinberg Act.

9 A‘r e monthly meetings that followed,
the issue really began to boil. This was

5chieﬂy due to the appearance of a local
. clergyman, the Reverend William C. Kernan,

 thenceforth to play as significant a role in ™
-+ the book battle as Dohrenwend.
:  Father Kernan, as he prefers to be called
** Che is .a High Church Episcopalian), re-

cently became a fulltime assistant at the
fashionable Church of St. James the Less

_* in Scarsdale. However, he has lived in the
- village, which is predominantly a Protestant
community, for ten years, during which he .
was a part-time St. James assistant, devoting -
the bulk of his time to outside secular af- -

fairs.

Now fifty years of age, Kernan was or-

dained a priest in 1929. For twelve years
he was vicar of a church in Palms, Cali-

in Bayonne, New Jersey. Early in" 1939 he
appeared one day at the offices of radio

Mayor Frank Hague of Jersey City. He was

persuaded instead to speak out against Father -
" Charles E. Coughlin. The speech went over -
so well that the station received one hundred -

telephone calls and fifteen hundred letters.

Voltaire’s “I disapprove ‘of what you say
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¢ .1 ¢, for American Democracy, He quit his Bay-  portrayed the revolution as “a revolt of the .
1 & L{7 - onne parish for this new work, which was - masses” instead of as “a revolt against the
concentrated on anti-Hitler propaganda with -~ mother country.,” All books practicing hate -
¢4 -. ° religious overtones, But a year later, arrange-  should be banned, he added, and in the .
%1 ¢ ments were made for Kemnan to become a . light of the anti-Semitism created by the .
;T L twoday-a-week assistant at St. James the  Nazis even Dickens's Olver Twist and
+ 7§, Less, and he moved to Scarsdale with his - Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice could .

i . wife and six children, S be considered undesirable,
‘oo Dark nnd asceticdesking, with o high e
r+ "+i forehead above deep-set eyes and a vibrant Tx;n immediate reaction to Kernan that
" “ivoice, Kernan quickly established a local * = K night was a swelling murmur of disap-

‘reputation as a spelibinder in the pulpit. ” proval among the fifty-odd persons in the
Increasingly, after the war ended and Com- . ' room, Board President A, Chauncey Newlin,
munism became the new chief threat to ... a New York lawyer, was applauded when he
liberty, he would stigmatize it as the antithe- . said, “I don't care a hoot what a man’s pbli-
sis of Christianity and comment despair-. - tics or religion are if he writes a good bopk.” -
ingly on the inroads he saw it making, ' -Kernan accused Newlin of “trying to throw -
By last year, it was apparent to the friends = a lot of dust in the air,” and declared, “I'm
with whom Kernan had worked as a radio  surprised that I have to come here, sir, to -
propagandist and columnist in New York - give you a lecture on Communism.” When -
« * that he had not only decided to devote his:  Dohrenwend made the general charge that .
full time once again to the church, but that ' - “the whole. textbook industry has been in-';
his general approach had changed a good - filtrated by Communists,” he got a cold
' deal. But even they were surprised at the . stare from S. Spencer Scott, president of -
.: “priest’s bitterness when, commenting on his - the publishing house of Harcourt, Brace and '}
_ permanent appointment to St. James after  Company, who earlier in the evening had  :
\ -his long sortie into the secular world, he  presented to Kernan a copy of the Unter-
. wrote, in the April 1950 issue of the St.  meyer anthology published by his firm.
« James “Parish Register”: “I ¢ome’ to this  Several other people attending the meeting
" work with an experience which, perhaps,  spoke heatedly in support of the traditional -
. k. few parish priests have had, in that, having * procedure. of the teachers’ picking books
vl "_been‘ active for ten years in the secu wr  in the light of their best indgment. Thence- -
; - world, I have learned that there is no recog-  forth, under the persistent. hammering of
- nition of Christ there. So, there is no effort | Dohrenwend and his cohorts, the board and -
. in the secular world, however noble in pur- * the apparent majority of citizens were to
7 -pose it may seem or is intended to be, permit. themselves fo be maneuvered -into
"+ 2. - which is without selfishness, envy 'or un- * "a position where they defended selections .
. ;i “charitableness.” ' "~ from specific books in a manner that was .
%7+, Kernan's appearance oni the matter of the :sometimes naive and even played into the
books inevitably lent stature to Otto Dobren-  hands of the vocal minority. The funda- ™
< wend’s campaign, since, whether everyone  .mental principle of permitting teachers ..
. .4t approved of him or not, Kemnan bore listen-~~ whose loyalty was unquestioned to choose .
% 4l ing to, Surrounded by Dohrenwend's plenti- * and recommend books in such a way that
i 2t 4 i ful files, the two men have invariably sat side - ‘pupils would be helped to draw their own
1% .1, by side at school board meetings. At the  conclusions, after “free inquiry,” became :
t :~: October 1949 session, Kernan made his first - subverted by this bitter and emotional argu--;
4 .7 httack on the books. He protested against *; ment over content, during which both sides
" i< the inclusion in the high school library of .- undoubtedly did considerable quoting out of
- works by “Communist and fascist apologists,” - context. As a matter of fact, the longer the *
'+~ and named four specific writers, Fast, Strong, " battle raged over various “lifted” passages ;
" Untermeyer, and Shirley Graham, author ' - and loos:a%y prepared “case histories” of cer:
.+, of a sympathetic biography of Paul BRobe-  tain authors. who ‘may have been Com:
" .. son. The Fast books, Kernan said, singling . mumists or fellow-travelers, the wider became ';
: 1 .- out The American and Haym Solomon, - the ‘chasm between the twd sides and the -
;% - Son of.}{yi'bertyg falsified history becausethey  more - fisst “principles were I’bi‘gﬁtféﬁ.\Ui*’
o ' R - ;‘ o b . '| \ .;.l'.‘, ."' --\\'-""'.' =
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L timately, Dohrenwend himself denied that = individuals, That meeting, also held at the = ‘.
Gordon home, began about eight o'clock and o

C _implying that his chief and privately se-

COMMENTARY

" content was the issue and said the character,
.- reputation, and loyalty record of teacher or * lasted until two in the morning. ‘The con-
" - author was the vital element—thus at once - sensus, according to one person at the meet-.
. ing, was that since Dohrenwend and Kemnan

“lected sources of determining these factors, . “had persnasive tongues and insidious argu.
" such as the widely discredited Tenney report - ments, we had better get our position across
and the highly dubjous files of Counier- . before people -start to think, there really

;. ing

the

v car
- late

attack, weve basic and Jegitimatd guides, On -
. " the other hand, and despite some -excellent .

" statements that did stress the important prine
~ ciple of untrammeled inquiry, the board—as

. 1t was decided to Issue a statement, signed

 and at that point five of those attending

might be some Communists in ‘our schools,”

by prominent members of the community,

" such items as the Fast books on the basis of .. of paper out of their pockets, confessing that
" specific content,
"Two days after the meeting Kernan spoke

/, a little something at home, A gommittee of
" to the. Scarsdale Post 52, American Legion, )ff

- three, Mrs, Bumnbam Finne

Committee of Ten's by-then nine members - . C. Brown, an economic consultant for the

*" New York Herald Tribune's school reporter, <. work over the various drafts, :
 Mirs. Judith Crist. In addition to Dohrens .. “They closed us in with a quart of scotc
" - wend and Kernan, the committ~e was com- . ; and told us if we needed any more we could

. investment specialist and prolific writer of "¢ ment,” Dr. Weaver says.
-+ letters to the editor; Dr, Henry C, Link, head ©/

* will subsequently be noted—Jamely defended  , began, somewhat sheepishly, to pull sheets .

. were made public for the first time by the _." Chase Bank, went into the dining room to

1 posed of I H. Schaumber, a Manhattan . have it but not to come out without a state-,

The remaining pine men and women

., they had by coincidence already written ont .. . "

wife of a ' IS
» - which adopted a resolution that books by’ " magazine executive, Dr. Watren Weaver, ;<"
" "leFtists” be banned from the community’s ;:who is director of the natural sciences at the "0 .
.+ schools. That same week, the names of the '~ Rockefeller Foundation, and Dr, Courtney L

i+ of the Psychologleal Corperation and author | meanwhile frow up list of names of potens

+ of The Return to Religion and other books; - " tial signers

}

trying to confine themselves to .

: who teaches at Fordhdm Univessity; Ellis H. ::. Iist got up to eighty-one. In about an hour

: + Jewish Appeal; Henry C. Koch, a contractor; ' going over the amalgam pronouncement, It
Thomas E, O'Donnell, a lawyer.

" Professor Oscar Ilalecki, a Polish refugee”  persons who were active in Scarsdale. The

{. Carson, a British-born insurance executive; . the triumvirate from inside reappeared and .-
Sylvan Gotshal, a lawyer active in the United * more time was spent by the whole' group

. was now quite late. The eighty-one names.

.

© were divided up amon§ the thirteen, one of

don, president of the Town Club and a /;

e day this stor};"‘appeared, Robert Gor-*, whom took the finishe

‘ ] statement home and
- brought back copies to the Gordon place at

! Jawyer for the National Dairy Products Cor-. ;

.- statement in support of the board or do

'+ _matter that concerned mot only the Town

2+ 7 "home. the men telephoned nine other per i ibecause they were hard to track down, were : % |

'} sons, representing .several village organizal ¢ Charles B, Wilson, president of the General. ..+
i "-tions, and another meeting was called at the 1 :Electric Company; Harry E. Humphieys, Jr.; i .+
" Gordon home for the following Tuesday, at ;. president of the United States Rubsher Com: - ! .
© "“‘which fthose summoned were to appear.as. . pany, who had been out all afternoon play-

. . S . .
{ bers to come to his house that evening to dis- ;' had, somewhat sleepily, called for his or her
1 cuss the matter of the books. The four men 1+ copy and set off on a Paul Reverish round of

debated for two hours whether to issue any . signature-gathering. The task had to be com:

c i+ pleted before the following morning in order
nothing and hope the affair would blow over. /" to get the statement into Friday's Inquirer.
It was decided it had already gone too far:i  All except a few of the eighty-one were
for that and was further deemed a civic

\

. : ' - : RN P S (VR P N
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; «;, eight in the moming of the next day, Colum- :
*: poration, asked three other key club mem-.:*.bus Day. By eight-thirty each of the thirteen :

handed a copy of the statement and person« .
;.. ally read it*before signing. There were mo .=+ 1.,
' Chub but all of Scarsdale. Before they went : 'demurrals, Among 'the last to sign, simply i
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play- ~

: ing golf; and Sigurd 8. Larmon, president of '

" the advertising agency of Young and Rubi-

. cam, who returned from out of town on a

- | Jate train. The list of signers included several
* + former Scarsdale mayors, and a cross section

- of the prominent business and professional
leaders who live in Scarsdale. Among them
were Jacob Aronson, a vice-president of the

New York Central System; John M. Ilan- -

- cock, investment banker and atomic controf -
expert; Allan Sproul, president of the Fed-
exal Reserve Bank of New York; Alexander

" C. Nagle, president of the First National
Bank of New York City; Sidney J. Wein-
berg, president of Goldman, Sachs and Com-

~ pany, investment brokers; and Acthur S,

" Meyer, retiring chairman of the New York

Mediation Board. Quite a few active wives

.- signed, not only for themselves, but also for
- -husbands who were away on business frips,

THE statement, which appeared on the first

page of the Inquirer of October 14, pro-

claimed in part: “We do not minimize the

dangers of Communist and fascist indoc- |

trination, but we want to meet these dangers ’

1 '~ in the American way.
. “Welive in a democratic state, We are the
.. inheritors of a tradition that has encouraged

2 dynamic development in our intellectual .
as well as our material life. That tradition

" . has been based on a tolerance that has not * “then, too, the book battle had become the
feared to permit independent thought. A
state that fears to permit the expression of .

views alternative to those held by the major-

. ity.is a state that does mot trust itself . . .

“Any sensible person would agree that
there are risks involved in allowing young

. persons relatively free access to a wide range” -

* of reading material. Of course there are risks.
But we believe there are greater risks in any |

. alternative procedure, Surely we have not,
. a3 a people, lost the courage to take the risks
that are necessary for the preservation of
‘freedom.” . 1
The columns of the Inquirer that week

. began to be filled with much relevant and.
-.some irrelevant data about the battle of the.

books. ‘There was an editorial entitled “Cool
Heads Needed,” which advocated careful

-\ and not over-hasty decisions, and the first.”
.. salvo of what was to prove a long barrage of ;
i . letters. There were seven letters in the issue,” -

and the longest represented the formal bowof '
the'so-called Committee of Ten. Itwassigned
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- one else.” Many hoped the issue would be::}

535 i

by Dohrenwend for all nine members, whose . 7

"-to explain the committee’s purposes in the - < -

light of the "unsought publicity” arising out - "~ .

. of the board meeting, Dohrenwend still main- * |
tained that "anything smacking of witch- .. ™

. hunting is farthest from the committee’s. - -

in a positive approach, For example, we’
_should like a statement by the Board of -
. Education as to what jts policy is with regard ",
. to educating Scarsdale children in the prin:

 The other six letters were five to one in ..~

" support of the board’s pusition, The follow-. " o
~ing week the ratio was almost exactly re- .70 i

_versed. A high proportion - of all letters ™
" received were from mothers, who invariably .
_ introduced themselves by announcing their
* maternal box scores. Mrs, Chalmers, editor :
* and mother herself, calculated that she prob- .
.“ably established a modern newspaper record 7/’
. for references per square inch of space to the .,

Bill of Rights. There is also little doubt that "} "
- a principal effect of the issue's airing was a°
-, quick race for the ‘bookshelves. “About this .

time,” Mrs. Chalmers xecalls, “you couldn't "

public library or in White Plains. There -
* were waiting lists two weeks long and you .
-couldn’t buy a pocket edition either.” By

main topic of conversation over cocktails,’”
.dinner tables, and the New York Central’s,
- Hatlem Division, ]
. The next meeting of the Scarsdale school *
* board, in November, was attended by so
 many persons, about 250, that it had to be
held in the high school gym. This meeting '
has been described as “a real wild one,” in’;
. the sense that “everyone screamed at every-’

~ resolved, however, by a six-page report of the
.. committee that had been appointed to ex-
"~ amine the haok situation in the light of the
" new Feinberg law. The committee recom-~
-/ ‘mended, and the board in executive session
.- afterward approved, that the existing method
- of selecting books be maintained. The report ;-1
- declared that “protection against subversivé..
influences can best be achieved by the positive’
. approach of vigorotis teaching rather than by -
_negative methods of repressive censorship,”
-+ and added: “The latter ensures undue atten~’
(. tion' to ‘the'] censored items and substitutes
. i\\ ‘-.' N - ™, v .

names were attached, and was a stated effort 1

plan,” and said: “We are primarily interested - = "+ - i

ciples of Americanism.” Sl

get a book of Fast’s anywhere, either in the ' -

H
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It was soon apparent that the Committee
of 'Ten, led by Father Kernan, was not ready
to give up the ﬁght. Although the report was

ed, Kernan got up and at
once began reading selections from Fast's
novels, He quoted passages and juxtaposed
them ngalnst semething spid §n the Daily
Worker ot by some Communist leader, After
each Fast quotation, he would assert, “That,
gentlemen, is Communism,” .

In addition to Kernan, several other mem-
bers of the Committee of Ten spoke; Profes-

" sor Halecki drew a distinction between burn-
ing books and recommending them and

complained that Miss Strongs book gave an
entirely false picture of his native Poland
(which is undoubtedly the case); and Mr.
Schaumber contcibuted quotations from Paul

© Robeson’s writings and did not endear him-

self to the ladies present by sweeping a hand

toward the audience and shouting, “And.

here, too, we even have the women knitting,”

) E'r mAY have been the Christmas season that
1

kept the next two imeetings relatively
peaceful. In the interim, however, the battle
of the books waged fast and furious in the
letters column of the Inquirer and spread
over into the newspapers of Yonkers and

White Plains. Dohrenwend and Schaumber *

were the most ardent correspondents, com-

* bining continued attacks on Fast, whose

considerable activities on behalf of Com-
munism and Communist causes were effec-

. tively outlined, with new and. wider thrusts’

at progressive education, Schaumber, in re-

e plying to an editorial in the White Plains

.. Reporter-Dispatch, said:,:“We\ have long
“- - recognized that God\has been dutlawed in

"+ the Communist party.” Fast, in- de
Marcus's “fish-calling,” insisted that “in &f.

the classroom, and as ‘nature hates a vacuum,’
a new ‘being’ of adoration, has arisen, called
‘society.” Its apostles are proponents of the

John Dewey philosophy known as ‘progres-",
 sivism,’ which denies the religious rature of

man. . ‘
"The letter-writing marathon was presently
joined, in January, by Howard Fast himsell.

A Scarsdale importer, J. Anthony Marcus, -
" had written to the Inquirer quoting Fast as

having said, “There is no nobler, no finer
product of man's existence on thic earth than
crying

".
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fear of ideas for Freedom of inquiry. Truthis .

. teen years of consistent service to my country,: . .
_ to be found through open doors.",

I have never written a book or story outside :
of my concept of love and reverence for the

-United States of America” The Inquirer
appended 4 note to the letier, pointing out, * .

for the record, that Fast had not denied
malking the statement attributed to him by
Marcus, Fast replied that although the quote
had not been quite correct, “there is enough
validity in it for me to choose not to den

it.” So far as is known, this ended the only
participation in the battle of Scarsdale of an!

- of the authors whose books were mentioned.

A week after the Fast exchange, the In-
quirer printed a letter that was to provide

the ammunition for round two of the book ©: -
battle. It came from a non-member of the 71 '

Committee of Ten, C. S. Treacy, a civil

-

engineer, whose ancestors, according to a . ...

letter he had sent in earlier, “landed at Plym-

-outh Rock from a little vessel called the . .°:
Mayflower. . . .". Treacy's charge was clearly. .~

documented. “I have just read thé Bantam

[twenty-five cents] edition pub]ished in 1946 - S
. of Howard Fast's Citizen Tom Paine,” he

wrote, “I would like to explain why I believe
this book should not be recommended read-,
ing for minors in Scarsdale schools. . . .
Cursing occurs on pages 31, 52, 56, 82, 124,
131, 138, 139, 156, 176, 177, 183, 233, 245,
and 315. I believe this should be offensive to
Protestant, Catholic, or Jew. Personally, the
continued cursing in this book nauseated

me. I feel that it is an offense against God .-

and a bad example to the young. .. . Perhaps
I am old-fashioned in my belief. However,
the ten commandments are also old-fash-
joned. . . What [ think to be one of the

- greatest dangers to’the young in this book
occurs on pages 26, 27, and 28, These pages

describe the auction sale of what are de-

scribed as breeding wenches, The Negresses .«

are shown naked to the buyers, and the effect . :

on Tom Paine is described 'as one which .
made him both .eager and. ashamed. The .

description of the slave auction itself and of
the auctioneer is guite vivid. It is the boast

' of the-latter that all*pregnant slaves, when -

sold, are pregnant byhim, The description
of- one of the individua] slaves would seem

to me certainly to be quite broad, especially .
when' the slave’s usefulness is described as
-~ one which would make hér suitable to take:
to bed or into a hayloft. + « M do not believe

that the young people of Scarsdale are under~
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SCARSDALE'S BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

sexed, and I do not believe that this is the -
kind of reading matter to recommend to -

normally sexed adolescents. . . )" '
At the school board meeting February 6,

1950, Treacy appeared, along with Kernan

and . Dohrenwend, who had been absent

from the two previous meetings, and asked .

Board President Newlin why Gitizen Tom
Paine was in the high school library in view
of its blasphemy and immorality, Treacy
said he was raising the jssue on specific
-content, but Newlin would not allow ll;)im to
read what he called “the spiciest sections”
and he was told to refer the matter to the

%?Eessional staff that had chosen the book.

e board subsequently agreed to consider

- Treacy's Inquirer letter as a formal written

t conriplaint, and a close study of Citizen Tom
Paine was ordered. A nine-page, single:
spaced report was prepared by the heads of

" the English and social studies departments
of the high school and the librarian, who
togethet spent thirty-three hours on it, They
noted that it is “the only current novel which
centers around the figure of Tom Paine and

.+ bis contributions to the founding of our
democracy.” ‘The three judges deplored “the

“presence of so much profanity,” but said
there were historical and literary reasons fot

" it. To ban books because they contain objec-.

tionable words or depict such things as_
adultery would do away with the E™ble and
other eminent works, it was added. -
. On the issue of Fast's Commauanism, the
-, judges demonstrated a certain naive over-
“simplification. “We did not find him follow-
ing the party line in this book,” said the
judges, and they cited as proof of their point
Fast's apparent attitude toward dictatorship,
atheism, and the doctrine that the end justi-
fies the means, "All references to Washing:
ton, the Jacobins, and Napoleon, and all the,
implications are against dictatorship,” the
report declared. Far from showing Paine be-
lieving that the end justifies the means, the
report added, the doctrine “is shown as repug-

nant to Paine and to all the ‘good’ characters. .

Specifically, in dealing with the use of force,*
. the episode concerning Napoleon ‘is unmis- .

. " takably against cloaking force as a means to<,

‘a gﬂod en.dc s .J}
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tendent Shaw's summary approval of the
report was read, but this was enough to touch
_oft the most hoisterous session of the entire

controversy. (The board itself also approved

of retaining Citizen Tom Paine, although
there was not complete agreement on all

phases of the matter; it was, incidentall{, i
y

about this time that the book mysterious

vanished from the high school library shelves, - @ -

to which it has not yet been restored.)
Treacy still insisted the biography was
“flthy,” suggested it would be a good text
for a course in "advanced blasphemy,” and -
. pointed out that it had been banned in New
York City schools for not giving 2 true ac- -
count of Paine's life, being poorly written,
and containing objectionable pasg;ges; one
woman replied that she hoped’ Scarsdale
would not emulate New York. Treacy again

asked for permission to read aloud from the - - ;

book, prefacing his request by saying, “I **

don't want to shock the'ladies. . . ." He was  *./

* told by Newlin that if it made him feel any

better, he could go ahead and read. Amid

considerable ftittering, he thereupon read
aloud the three-page slave-auction scene, and
a briefer one where, as a staymaker’s appren- "

* tice at thirteen, Paine is undone by a two- _
. -hundred-pound woman come to have her - . °
corset ftted. - T

The reaction of Father Kernan to the Citi-

- zen Tom Paine ruling was to declare that .+
“the board has gone on record in direct con- .

-tradiction to 'the teachings of the church.” ..

He added that he would see to it “that word %", ..

of this is spread beyond Scarsdale”--some-

 thing he had actually already done. By now i

Yy

sharpening of issues which bore directly on
the vital balloting that took place the follow- .

ing month. The sentiment gained ground ':; -
that the Committee of Ten was impugning (.
the whole school system and that it was %’ -

seeking specific scapegoats, Newlin, at one ;...
. point, emphasized that the morale of the -
entire school staff and Scarsdale’s fine edu-. .
cational reputation were being undermined. .

.. At another point, the direct issue of secu-

by reiterating that there-were few in Scars-

AT o : . ; } . *

a great deal of what was said was repetitious, .- . il
if more barbed, but there was a certain- ' | R

_larism versus religion in the schools was = ",

.i" brought into the open by Mrs. Martin J..010 'k
- Brennan, wife of a noise-abatement specialist |~ 7" i1

¥ r1n April meeting of the board, which™ |
A .was again held in the high school gym
when 300 persons attended, only Superin-

, and mother of Four children in the Scarsdale . ©+ | . .
i schools. Mrs, Brentian, hitherto silent, began '~

:

g
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" dale who held any brief for Howard Fast
"and his books or who really cared if his
:works were in or out of the library. But,
“continuied Murs. Brennan, "Suppose we ban

. Citizen Tom Paine? Suppose we ban all the

' Fast books, the Untermeyer anthology? Will
. they stop there? What comes next?” She
alluded to the several letters that had dealt

"« with the question of seeulirism vorsus r-llairi-
" . tual and moral training and asked, with a
certain finality, “I want to Jnow what's
behind all this.” Kernan had his reply pre-
pared. “What's behind this js to keep Com-

..+ . munism out of the Scarsdale school system,”-

he snapped. “It's already there and you don't

.+ know Communism when you see it."
“ * ' Several of the letters that followed were
critical of Kernan’s contention that the board

“had Bouted the church in the battle of the-

" "books. The one that drew the most attention
. . came from the Beverend Edward G, Boyn-
/. ton, popular minister of the Congregational

. Church in Scarsdale, who wrote: “It is not
clear from Mr. Keman's use of the words

-+ 'the church’ exactly for whom he speaks
"= ing because of ny profession as a Minister,
. I state simply, Mr. Kernan does not speak
for me,” Kernan nevertheless continued to

o

speak, at least for himself. Twice in the

month that followed, once to the Peckskill
- Rotary Club and once to three hundred
delegates of State Exchange Clubs at the
- Westchester Country Club in Rye, he severe-

ly criticized the Scarsdale school board for its

allegedly lax attitude toward Communism.

"+ Dohrenwend and other members of the -

Committee of Ten meanwhile complained
that the board and N‘ewlin espucially had

. been discourteous to thém and had not given

“them a fair hearing,
. ] .

. THB annual election for school board meme

- months-long dispute, the election was bound

! -gymnasium on the night of May 2, and that
" 1,090 of them would cast ballots. (This,
» - compared to a total of only 58 votes cast the
year before.) Chiefly as a result of the
‘stormy April meeting, word got around that
.- thero miglilt_ be ndéitglq

SR e i

ST

COMMENTARY

authoritatively. To avoid any misunderstand- ‘

‘ bers took place on the first Tuesday in :
.« . May. Because of the stir created by the
/ ..« to receive more than the usual attention. -
'+ .t But it is doubtful whether anyone expected ,
- % 1,400 persons to crowd into the high school -

A \
‘.w_)- i I . ) \ i
LR N
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nal neminations from’

the {loor or an opposition wirite-in vote. Once
more, Bob Gordon of the Town Club got
together a small group of Scarsdale’s active

" citizens~this, by the way, matking the only
other organized cffort to counteract the Com

. mittee of Ten—and §* was decided to urge

~everyone’s attendance at the election meeting
on the simple grounds that the tested non
partisan method might be threatened. "A lot
of people did a lot of telephoning,” one

. woman later admitted, “and, as usual, a dirty

~ job like that was handed over to the ladies.”

- Several persoms disclosed they were called
three or four times, and one man rushed
home from an Atlantic City convention just
to vote, T

The fears of those who had sjuspectéd an
opposition slate proved unfounded. Because

.there were so many' present, the balloting

* lasted an hour and a half, but when it was

“over the results showed that the three in-

..~ cumbent members up for rc-election, New- : o
lin, George Rutherford, a-vice-president of . -

" National Dairy Products, and G. Stanley

" McAllister, a vice-president of Lord and |

_Taylor, New York City department store, o

i~ had received respectively 1,081, 1,085, and

- 1,084 votes. There were sixteen blanks and
one write-in vote apiece for Kernan, Doliren-

" “wend, Treacy, and a man named E. W, .

- Berlin whom np one was able immediately "=
¢ toidentify ;

P

"

+woArspary felt, after the election, that the
8 issue of the books had been propedy T -

-+ disposed of. The villagers, however, failed to -

i reclljton with the persistence of its minority

.~ watchmen. Prior to the June meeting of the

" school board, the Committee of Ten gave -

~ way to a new unnamed group that included, -

. in addition to Kernan, two other local min-

. Isters, the Reverend August 'W. Brustat,

* pastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church, and

* the Beverend Hugh ]. Rooney, an assistant’

" at the Roman Catholic Church of the Im- - -

- maculate Heart of Mary; several previous | -
members dropped out but were repf;ced by - |
others, Dohrenwend remained a key figure.
On the night of June 5, Edward O, Me

.+ Conahay, an assistant vice-president of the .

.. Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in |, - -

'+ New York and spokesman for the new ..

.. group, requestedithe school board to meet

“ 4 with it to consider Further evidence that

. i f
. AN \ .
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school system, For the first time, openly, the
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e ‘ Dohrenwend listed the names of several men
oo charge was made that some of the teaching - and women who bad spoken in Scarsdale
L " stalf might have connections with a Com-« . schools under the auspices of the Parent-
oY mutnist front seeking to get certain textbooks *  Teacher Association or conducted special off-
L into the public schools. (There was never,  campus courses for teachers under the aegis
e however, any accusation made against a  of New York University and Sarah Lawrence -
g specific teacher, nor was the “front” ever de-  College, These included a numbes of spon-
e fined or identified; the nearest approach to  sors or speakers who, he said, had attended
ot an attack on any one tencher was a fruitless  the Communist-front World Peace Confer-
ae effort on the part of the minority led by - ence held in March 1949 at the Waldorf-
v | - Dohrenwend to obtain the name of the indi- - Astoria Hotel in New York. Among them
o vidual.who signed the requisitions for cer- - were Professor Bert James Loewenberg, of % -
ed | tain books—a demand that was refused by .  Sarah Lawrence; Shirley Graham, the Rober .
ed | . the board on the perfectly sound ground *  son biographer; Louis Untermeyer, Dorothy .
st that such a signature meant nothing since jt ~ Parker, Langston Hughes] the poet; Vera
' was purely the normal product of the whole ~ Micheles Dean, anthor of several books on
an : book-selection process outlined in painful  foreign affairs and an officer of the Foreign
we | . detail at one of the earlier board meetings.)  Policy Association, and Anna Louise Strong,
ng oL A special meeting was called for the nine-  Dohrenwend, making what was perhaps his ~ .
vas C teenth of June with the stipulation that only * strongest point of the whole lengthy investi: i
in- .o new information would be brought forth, gation, urged the school board to determine -, .
2w- - % 'The case against the schools that night was  whether, over a four-year period, there had .1
of .~~~ %  presented for two and a half hours by ten  been a preponderant number of speakers at ;.
ley \ ) . speakers who sought to describe how the  Scarsdale PTA meetings or at off-campus -
nd "4 "1 general pattern of Communist influence had  course sessions whose opinions might be *
ore, ! been brought to bear in Scarsdale. Four well- | questioned as exemplifying an objectionable
and \ - known and widely used textbooks were cited.  "educational philosophy.”
and These included World History, by Boak, Slos- : I .
ren- , son, and Anderson, edited by Harvard Profes- ne Reverend Dr, Brustat summed up the -,
VY» sor William Langer, and used in the tenth charges by referring to Louis F. Budenz’s "
e grade; it was submitted to be prejudiced = Men Without Fuces, in which that ex-Com-
because it had frequent pictures of Marx, ., munist author speaks of a Communist plot
. Lenin, and Trotsky to the exclusion of por-*.. to influence citizens of Westchester County, -
the traits of American heroes and Founding  directly or indirectly, throngh wealthy party
edy - o Fathers, because it described as “a stupen- ;- members and leftist lecturers. When Dr..: 3
:d‘to dous _achievement” the “transformation of ' Brustat had finished, Board President New- -
prity the Russian peasant into a serious, highly  lin asked him if he believed the evidence -
fthe trained industrial worker,” and because it offered during the lengthy session warranted 1.
gave . allegedly dismissed the Chinese Communists an investigation aimed at "rooting out” teach- !
ided; as “rarely anything but bungry peasants, .. ers suspected of promoting the use of sub-"
min- e whose chief interest was in getting more land . versive materfal. The pastor promptly an--
1stat, rather than in political or economic theories.”, .- swered, “I most assuredly do.”
. and § The other three books—each cited, with - Superintendent Shaw thereupon arose and.
stant : selections read aloud, by a different speaker— ' read a report on “The Loyalty of Our Teach- '+
s Tme ' were Story of America, by Ralph V. Harlow, . ers.” He referred to thé “understandable ...
vious 1 declared to picture Ametica as being at the - uneasiness” Scarsdale f.milies had come to - /%"
:d by mercy of big corporations’and utilities; Our . feel as a result of “the repetition over the
igure. World Today, allegedly a pro-Russian geog- = months of charges implied and overt,” now -
Me-: . raphy textbook; and American Democracy — capped by “new and grave, if hitherto un-'
f the Today and Tomorrow, by Goslin, Goslin<, ‘supported, accusations involving our staff.”
ay in and Storen, alleged to be subtly subversive  After ieviewing the standards which govern .-
new in several places, . .the selection of the 133 teachers in the _ :
meet Pamphlets used as reference material, in- - . Scarsdale school system, Mz Shaw said: “I ...:° WL
 that cluding those of the Foreign Policy Associs ~ want to state positively, without reservation, . - .~ -~
g the " atio, were declared to be equally subversive, ~ .that every teacher in our schools is o loyal . ..
- - ‘ R N :
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- American, . . He added that he couldn'’t

" say they were alike in their religious, eco-

. * nomic, social, or political beliefs, nor did he

+ know what they read, but “T do know that’
 they are good people for our children to be

_wwith,” In teaching various subjects as well as -

. “the acts of citizenship in a democracy,” Mr.

* Shaw emphasized, “a good teacher, alert and

'-THE Scarsdale citizens’ group that de- -

- imaginative, calls on many sources, many
references,” using books “as tdols, no more,
to be picked up and laid down as useful”

the climactic announcement that the board

!

On July s, at tle next regular board meet-
ing, Mr. McAllister, the new president, made

e

had voted 7-0 against conducting an jnvesti-
gation, He said: “In the two years or more
since this subject has been under discussion, -

no one has presented any evidence to indi-
cate that our teachers, by the use of books or
pamphlets or otherwise, have been inculeating

subversive ideas in our school. children,” .

Superih@endent Shaw read selections from
the four textbooks that had been cited to

Y deny the charge that they were slanted.

manded the investigation, after condemn-

" ing the “whitewash” by the board, has

indicated it regards the whole affair as a
continuing one, although at the second 1950
fall meeting, in October, the board fhnally
announced that jt would hear no more
verbal attacks at the monthly public sessions;
this led at once to a barrage of letters to the
Inquirer charging a “gag.” At the same time,
however, not as a result of the lengthy battle

- but because Superintendent Shaw has wanted

to do it for some time, a committee to study
- citizenship education in Scarsdale was estab-

lished, composed of eight lay members and

three from the school staff,

Under the circumstances of mounting ten-." -
sion between the Communist and non-Com- -

- munist world, as exemplified by the Far
Eastern crisis and other probable crises to ™
come, the Scarsdale affair will undoubtedly

be repeated in communities throughout the
nation, It may be too much to expect every
town and viilage involved in a similar con-

munity of executives, and they just don't Iike
to be told what to do”), It is not even incon-

1 - 4

ceivable that in the days to come Scaxsdale’s -
. | . , \ [

s
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citizens themselves might suffer a failure

of poise, Given the present dynamics of Com.

munist expansionism, with its attendant tac;
tics of distuption cverywhere, it will ineyi

tably become harder and harder to. define .

what is subversive and to distinguish between
healthy exposute of false and subte propa-
ganda on the one hand and blind fear of

~ anything less than “100 per dent American-

fsm” on the other, :

There are few in Scarsdale who would not '

admit today (if indeed they ever had doubts)
that Communists in-the United States dg
seek to “infiltrate” our schools, communities,
organizations, ete. Most villagers also ac

knowledge that a good, thoroughly indoctri- '

nated Communist will try to Hiing the party

‘Jine into what he says or writes (although

this does not necessarily hold good of a Com:

munist sympathizer). Further, those Scars

dalians who. sat through the endless school

board sessions and then went home and read

" the “subversive” books were undoubtedly

aware v..at some of them came from the pens

“of persons not especially reticent in their

praise of Soviet Russia. Yet the decision was

made that any form of censorship represented’ .
. a much worse sort of risk. In the last analysis,

~ Scarsdale affirmed its faith in its children as

"

- well as its teachers; Superintendent Shaw at

one point reminded everyone that there
hasn’t been a fellow-traveler in a carload of
high school praduates, a good proportion of
whom have distingnished themselves in the

+ Harvard, -

Finally, and perhaps of most import in the

. long run, Scarsdale’s handling of its crisis set
- back—or at least gave no aid or comfort to—
a nationally spreading hysteria; invariably, -

- elsewhere as here, this has found expression .
in guardians whose bland assumption that -.

they and they alone have the blessing and

~ vision of God leads them into the belief that

others ostensib]g
cient are incapa

' ing a “clear and present danger.” Many a

© flict to treat it s patiently as did Scarsdale , -
and with such a cool collective head (one -
woman explained, “You know, this is a com~ |

Scarsdalian who has voted the straight Re-

*" publican ticket since he came of age was .
surprised, in the last two years, to hear him-, '
self called a "soft liberal” by the nervous

- watchmen in His midst. Presaging, it may be

hoped, a bfoaderlﬂevelopment, much needed,.
the proud Scarsdalian simply reared back
and assorted his “enlightened conservatism,”

* ultra-respectable halls of Princeton, Yale, and

less clairvoyant and omnis+ -
le of recognizing and apprais-
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No Communist Infiltration in Scarsdale?

HOW ABOUT THIS!

The Amazing Story of Louis Dolivet, Guést Speaker of the Greenacres P.T.A.

Place and Time: Greenacres Schpol__hui]ding—Mm'ch 13, 1950
' ~ Sponsor: Greemacres Parent-Teacher Association
Subject of Talk: “The Nation and the World Community” ‘

(Tl nsé of tho schob] bullding by permisaton of the Baperintendest of Bchools under 1he authority of the Scavedals Board of Education.) ;

This talk by Louie Dolivet on school premises swas ebviously Communist “peace” propaganda. When The New York Times announced on
November 4, 1956 that Lauis Dolivet had been refused re-eniry into the United States the story of his subversive record was complete,. WE NOW '
MAKE IT PUBLIC! Let us look at the xecord of this mnau who received in Scarsdale the d:,ccphve[y glowing publicity so frequently accorded to
individunls with a }mckglotmd of pro-Contmuniem,

In: the Congressional Record of May 25, 1950, on puge 7806, you will [ind the s‘hool Bourd s““c'ions De‘ep'ion

followlng statement by Congresssnan Edward T1. Jenlson of JHinolss ) ) ) ;

A corlain Btate Department oflclal diseribid Dollved s o yery dangencny Blallnlst pgent and
& member of the Internatlonal Jorumuntst apparatus, Witness No, 8, when testifying belore o
Senate Judietnry Subcommitten om July 28, 1949, deseribed Louls Dolived, previously a Rumas-
ian citizen, presoatly Intornationat £dltor of Unted Natloss World, aa Halson of the Corumn-
nilsty with !hu Unlted Wations Soaretarinty” . "

Tho saie dssue of the Cengressional Record wlao inecludes an actlele weltfon in
Decomber, 1949 by A, Rosed, prominent Frenchwrlter, who stutes thats
" L Dalivet ts really Tudewig Brecher, a native of Rumanla,

2, Dwecher, uliaa Dolivet, waa kﬂuwn L ﬂdeanu In Iha FRENCIL COMMUNIST HOVEMENT
‘of the 1930%.

8. The priacipal Instrument of the FRENCIL QOMMUNIST PARTY in the suppresslon of the
newapaper "Mende” waa Udeanu (Brecker) (Dolivet).

4, Dollvet had long worked nader the notorlous Gernan Communlst, Willy Bunteaberg, prior
1o the Russian-Gorroan Fact of 1830,

We bave in our possession a copy of an article ironleally enlitted, “For the Dev
fenso of Democratic Liberties and Peace,” wrilten by Louis Deliver for Infernattonal
Prass Correspondence, OFFICIAL PURBLICATION OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNA.
TIONAL, ’

Here ave more FACTS about this foreign Communist agent, who spoke in a
Scaradalo schooly

1. s was DENIED Amercan cHizeship, for which he applled as far bk 2y June, 1045,

2, 1y aduarics blillng In Scarsdaln stated that he hed served In tha UL 8, Armiy, Tt appears from

the “Congrrmmlonal Record” that this servios conslsted of & mysmrlnus and wbxplained
ptefed of ONLY 25 PAYS, -

Aldter Dollvel's conlract with tho United Natlons explred on Oclober 81, 1450 16 was nok re-
netrod, ond ihu State Depariment ruled that he was not enditled $o a B {¥) ¥isa {for Unlted
Nautions aiitu-.hei) and ibat he wwoatld a]:mr tobe insdmlsaab!s for auu’ b'pe ol Ametean

8

On Decerriber 4, 1930 we submitted Doltvets vecard it writing to every F—

her-of the Scarsdnle Boord of Education as well as to the Superintendent of Selools,
thus giving the school authorities an oppertunlly to nstitute appropriate inquiry to
establlals responeibility fue Dolivel’s appearance in a Scarsdale schiopl and 1o prevent
almillar subversive use of schiosl premises kn the fuinre, The officlal response recelbved
was 8 Jetter dated Dcccmher 14, 1950, Irom the Supoerintendent, which we quoto In
hillb—

“This Ix te acknowiddge receipt by cach member of the Hoard of Ediccation of
Advisory Circutar 11 dated December i, 1950 und to reply to your questions.

“The usa by the Greenacres Paront-Teachor Assaclotion of schoel facilltiea on
Morch 13, 1950 Jor open house and « speaker was anthorized in accordence
with established procedures.

“The Roard expects to mioke the facilities of the schools aeatlable to any of the
Parent-Teacher dssociation vrganisatiuns wherever they request and 1o prior
use has been arranged.

“The progronts are the responsibility of the ParentTeacher Assotiations and
e Board has no Intention of exercising supervision over them.

By direction of the Board of Educatlon.”

‘We insist thot faxpayers have the right to know WHEN, and WHY Communist
sgents or thele (ellow iravelers nre granted pernstssion to wse Searsdale School bulld-
ings. In our gpinion, the roply of the Schaol Board not only DENIES expayess this
righi, but, in eoffect, CONDONES tho false bililng of subversive speakera aud the
tlecoplion of parenis and teachers. The Board says, in effeet, that PTAs NEED NOT
IBENTIFY the enemien of freedom, The Board thereby REFUSES to oxevclse its na-

visa," : ) N Moty to provent the use of school huildings by subversive agonts,

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

Obviously, all PTA officers, nnd particularly progeam ehnivmen, must hear responstbility 1o prevent the nse of Searsdale school buildings
by encmies of freedom. DECEPTION IS A NOTORIOUS COMMUNIST TECHNIQUE. Dolivet spoke in a Scarsdale school huilding under a faise
label. The PT'As should do everything they can io ldeuhfy pro- Cummumsls, pay ltcu]uriy in this time of national emergency when thedy comrades
are hmclwrhxg our hays in Korea,

The rules and regulations of the Board of Educahon cmpower the Board to grant permission lor non-school use of school buildings, and
they also grant it the authority to CANCEL such peemits, Above and beyondd the previsions of the vizles and regulations, the Board has s MORAL
und I’ATRIO"]‘IC ehligation to the eitizens to prevent the shuse of school proporty, :

“How desply must Commanist influences pencteate onr school gystem befure enr Board of Education recognizes them ag Communist infil.
tration in our midet and heeds the words of onr great fellowdownsman, Chavles B, Wilson, who in n vecent address in Scavadale saids

~5There must be a great revulsion of feeling against Convmunism,

" Riso upl Do something about ! If necessary, be angry”
. o R ' ' For the Citizens Commiitee,
OTTO & DONRENWEND

Cholrman

i
1
i
1
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We ara wrnhng te you directly because the normal. ch&nneﬁs
" of presenting the facis on Communist infivences in the Scarsdale -
schoni system have been clesed {o ws,

We hove been bamed by the School Board from pmsenﬁﬂg
. new facis ot their open meetings. The Scarsdale Inguirer refused,
without explanation, lo publish & paid adverisement which

included the information hereln, We beliave you have a right 1o
‘know these facte. -

The Citizens Commiiiee,

ow
DOESIT
'HAPPEN?



HOW DOES IT HAPPEN?

Scarsdale Schools Hire ancer Lecturer _
Labeled as Commumst by FBI Agent-

THREE ScarspaLE scHOOLS — the High School Edgewood and Fex. Meadow —
presented PEarr. Privus on Jamuary 3; 1951 in a lecture-demonstration dance
" program before student assemblies, mcludmg children as young as the third grade.

WHO IS PEARL PRIMUS"

N S}:PT}:MBER, ‘1949, a U. S. Senate Judiciary Sub- Committee held hearings on
“Comminist Activities Among Aliens and National Groups.” In sworn testimony,
John J. Huber who, as an undercover agent of the FBI, was a member of the Com-
munist Party for eight years, stated that the Communist Party maintained a summer
camp at Pleasant Grove, New Jersey, called Camp "Wo-Chi-Ca (contraction of
Workers’ Children’s Camp). On pages 557-558 of this government report, the
following testimony appears:— ‘ . '

“QUESTION: Who are some of the graduates of Wo-Chi-Ca?

MR. HUBER: People like Priart Primus were there. She became a world
S -, famous dancer. through Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, after which the
Communist Party used he1 dancing talent at their la1ge mass

entertainments.’ ’

QUESTION:  Was she a member of the party'?

MR. HUBER: Yes She used to perform for us qmte 1egulally at my branch,
the James Connolly Branch. , :

"QUESTION: - What is the view of the Commumst Palty on the teachmg of
' youngsters? .

MR. HUBER: "The party fle@ently emphasizes that it is to the youth that
- the party looks in the futme? for leadershlp, actlon, and
success

~ In addition to the foregomg, on page 591 of this same 1949 report, Mr. Huber
names PrARL PrRiMUS as one of the people in show business known by him to be a
member of the Communist Party.

Since PEARL Primus’ lecture to Scarsdale children featured Africa, Mr. Huber’s
testimony on page 587 is noteworthy. Hg places her at a rally to spotlight demands
for a “free Africa”, sponsored by the Council on African Affairs — a front cited as

"subversive and Communist by the U. S. Attorney General. - We quote from Mr.
Huber’s testimony regarding this rally: : :

“QUESTION: Who were some of the other speakers there, or persons who
: appeared? , :

MR. HUBER: Paul Robeson, Betty Garrett, PEARL PmMUs, Howard DeSﬂva

and Canada Lee.”



_PEARL PRIMUS was listed on the entertainment panel.of the Concert and Lecture
Bureau of the N. Y. District, Triternational Workers Order (IWO) — another front
cited by the U. S, Attorney General as subversive and Communist. The TWO is a

“fraternal” insurance front which the State of New York is secking to outlaw.
The IWO has been an important link in the Red conspir acy, working hand in
“ hand with the Communist Party.

The National Americanism.Commission of the Amencqn Leglen, in its April-
May, 1949 issue of “Summary of Trends and Developments”, gave a list of individuals
whose past activities made them unsuitable for American Legion sponsorship. The
name of PEARY, PRiMUs appears on that list.

_ This former Cafe Society dancer, unacceptable for veterans, was considered

acceptable by the Scarsdale school authorities for presentation. to our children.
To judge from the School Board’s letter of March 1, 1951 (in answer to our letter
of Fehruary 13) she is sti‘ll acceptable for a return engagement.

YOUR SCHOOL TAX PAID PEARL PRIMUSI

PEARL Privmus’ three programs were held in school buildings during school hours
for Scarsdale. school childven. AFTER ALL THE DISCUSSION OF THE -
PAST TWO YEARS, HOW DOES IT-HAPPEN THAT THE SCHOOL BOARD
-STILL PERMITS SUGH USE OF OUR SCHOOL BUILDINGS?

The Fox Meadow PTA sponsored and contracted for.the services of PrarL
Primus and niust accept its share of the responsibility. ‘Tn Edgewood and the High
School, the paid staff negotiated the contraets. The fee was $75.00 for each per-
formance, or a total of $225.00. Taxpayels money was spent to hire thls :
lecturel-entertamer.

- SCHOOL BOARD ABDICATES A BASIC RESPONSIBILITY!

THE Boarp’s only defense is that the presentation by PrArt. PrivMus was a “fine,

artistic and entertaining producuon ?” The merit (or demerlt) ‘of her per-
formanee is not the point at issue.” Rather, the issue here is the Board’s basic
responsibility to protect our chlldren from any and all subversive mﬂuences in the .
school systen,

By this time the School Board should know that one of the Commmpist objectives
is to corrupt children’s minds through disguised indoetrination, and those wheo
have been schooled to impart such disgnised mdoctlmatmn should not be
trusted Wxth our children. :

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

It is not for us to tell you what you should do, but something must be done’

Edmund Burke said: “All that is necessary for the trmmph of evzl is that good
men do nothing.”

Xf YOU remain silent, the School Board may sanction the engagement of

OTHER SUCH INDIVIDUALS,
: FOR THE CITIZENS COIV.{M[TTEE

OTTO E. DoBRENWEND
Chairmari
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To Scarsdale Citizens:

The Inquirer, the only newspaper published locally in Scarsdale,
* has refused to print our open letter to the School Board dated April 9,
1951, This letter is reproduced verbatim herein.

We feel that Scarsdale jparents and taxpayers are entitled to

" all the facts regarding the hiring of Pear! Primus by the school

systen, so that you can judge-for yourself whether the School Board

is carrying out one of its basic responsibilities —to protect school
children from subversive influences, ' '

The Citizens Committee.

April 19,1951, -

HOW
COME
PEARL PRIMUS?

,{.-“ “.( b e




AN OPEN LETTER TO -THE SCHOOL BOARD

Your letter of March 1 which was pubhshed in last week’s Inguirer and whlch
atterapted to justify the hiring of PrArr. Primus, provides additional evidence that
the School Board is more interested in saving face for the school system than it is in
safeguarding our children, The issue of whether school buildings and scheol .
funds have been used for the direct or indirect henefit of the Communist
conspiracy is evaded completely; as it was in the Dolivet incident, when you

whitewashed the appearance of an inter natmnal Communist agent in a Searsdale
school building.. '

PEARL PRIMUS' “BOOKING AGENCY”

Your lettel states: “The schools ‘had had excellent experience with programs -
from her bookmg agency.” The question must be in everybody’s inind as to why you
did not disclose the name of this agency. Every Scarsdale parent and taxpaym has the
right to know the backgr ound of assembly programs for school children and we thele-
fore feel obligated to present to Scarsdale: citizens the following facts:

THE EAST AND wssi‘_ ASSOCIATION

Prarr Privus was hired through The Kast and West Association, a self-styled
“non-profit, non-political educational organization devoted to new and better under-
standing between peoples through mutual knoﬁrledge ” Pearl Buck has been the

president and dominant figure of this 01gamzat10n Owen Latt1m01e has been a
member of the Adv1sory Board. '

We have a notice from The East and West Association, which contains the
following statement: “The- East and West Association announces that, in view of the
present crisis and the state of Ameri tcan public opinion, it will suspend most of its
public activities uniil further notice.”

" DOUBLE TALK

The East and West Association has also published a magazine entitled “People™,
of which Pearl Buck and her husband, Richard Walsh, are the editors. In a recent
issue, Volume 4, Number 8, in an article entitled “The Influence of the Program
Planner”, Pearl Buck makes the following statement: “The program planner must
learn. the skillful art of giving the people what they need to know and indeed must
know, while they think he is giving them what they want.”



A FORMER DIRECTOR SPEAKS

In a letter of March 6, 1951, Alfred Kohlberg of Bronxville, New York, a former
director of "The East and West Association, expldms his resignation some years ago
as follows: “After several years as director, I began to wonder why so many Lefiists
appeared on the programs that they sponsored and what those Leftzsts were Saying,
so I bought season tickets to d course of lectu: es that were bemg run at Town Hall,
and to my horror found that most of the lecturers. were Commumsts or fellow-
travelers, and were giving out the straight party line on the Far Easz.

In the same letter Mr. Kohlherg further states: “It is my opinion that persons
who are not Communists but lend tb',eir. names and prestige to pro-Communist causes
and propaganda are more harmful to the country and its relations with the rest of
the world than are the actual Communists. I consider The East and West Associg-
tion in this category, and 3 ‘you may quote me to this effect.” i

In the same letter, Ml. Kohlberg emphasizes that “the vast majority of the
directors are most estimable persons, but-only a minority of the directors took enough
interest in the Association to attend the monthly direciors’ luncheons.”

SCARSDALE LENDS ITS GOOD NAME -

The East and West Association issued an undated publicity leaflet for the Season
1950-51 and under the caption “What Program Planners Say” appears the following
testimonial: “We have always had good luck with programs you send us, but today’s
was certainly the very best program we have ever had. Scarsdale Public Schools, .
New York”” WHO ISSUED THIS TESTIMONIAL?

INVESTIGATION URGED

In conelusion, we cannot accept the Board’s letter of March 1 as a
satisfactory defense of their position and we urge a complete and independent
investigation of all the factors entering into the hiring of Prari, P-RIMﬁS by
the Secarsdale school system.

Very truly yowrs,
FOR THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE
Orro E. DoERENWEND

_ . : : : \ Chairman
Apyil 9, 1951



o L oo DA T /A
zf}éﬁ‘-&% AL g G éf("‘suf o™ ﬁﬁ?’”‘%« Corrtt /M ([/

O ) L —.(‘-"J‘ A,

J SHEEE T
é«f:ﬁé@fﬁﬁ Wt o dET
P ,~‘=

To Scarsdale Citizens:

SCARSDALE H. S. CAREER CONFERENCE INFILTRATED

This is the latest shocking episode in the story of communist infiltration of the
Scarsdale public school systemn — the story of BErRNARD F. Rigss, Hunter College Pro-
fessor, practicing psychologist, and local resident-— who lectured to our children
during school hours on January 29, 1952 in the High Schoo] auditorium at a career
conference for 11th and 12th grade students. Iis topic was psychology as a career.,

The teacher introducing Dr. Rigss referved to his “many interesting associations
too numerous to mention”, You have a right to know the truth about these “asso-
ciations”, so you can judge whether Dx. Rigss is a fit person to advise our children,
and whether the School Board was derelict in placing its stamp of approval on him
as a professional consultant for Scarsdale students.

FROM COMMUNIST SCHOOL
TO SCARSDALE HIGH SCHOOL

The Jefferson School of Social Science in New York City is listed as a subversive
organization in a May 14, 1951 Report of the U. 8. House Committee on Un-American
Activities. On page 83 of a 1945 catalog of this communist Jefferson School of Social
Science, Dr. Bervarp F. Risss is listed as teaching Course 122, “Psychology of
Personality™,. Tuesday 7:10-8:40 P. M. We have an affidavit, SIgned by a former
undercover operative for the F. B. L., John J. Huber, who states that Rixss taught at
the Jefferson School as late as 1947, that he was active in its development and social
activities, and that. RiEss was an intimate of Alexander T'rachtenberg, trustee of the
school and one of the Communist leaders now facing trial. Huber further states that
Trachtenberg is the commissar for culture, responsible for mampulatmg American
intellectuals, and one Of the master-minds of the Red fascist conspiracy.

The Jefferson School of Social Science was cited as an “adjunct of the Communist
Party” on December 4, 1947 by U. 8. Attorney General Clark. On April 7, 1948,
Brrnarp F. Riess was one of a group of 153 educators protesting this l1st1ng and peti-
tioning the President and the Attorney General to “withdraw the blacklist” of Marxist

schools.
UPHELD SOVIET MURDER
OF POLISH-JEWISH LABOR LEADERS

In December 1941, Henryk Erlich and Victor Alter, Fewish anti-Nazi labor
leaders from Polantd, were wantonly executed by the Soviet regime. Their execution
aroused the indignation of the entire civilized world and was denounced by conserva-
tives and liberals alike. - Just a few months ago, Professor Arthur Schlesinger of
Harvard stated: “On the tenth anniversary of the death of Erlich and Alter, let them
stand before us as symbols of a whole world in bondage beyond the Iron Curtain.
The best way to celebrate their memory is to work to end the tyranny which murdered
them.” David Dubinsky, President, International Ladies Garment Workers Unjon,
said: “In their life, Henryk Erlich and Victor Alter were devoted and heroic fighters
in the ranks of Jewish democr auc soctalism. In thetr tragic death, Erlich and Alter
have become immortals in man’s str uggle for liberty and decency In December,
1941, Erlich and Alter were murdered in cold blood by the Soviet political poltce
Stalin feared the influence they wielded among the Jewish wor kers of Poland . .




The Daily Worker of March 30, 1943 published a statement upholding the action
of the Soviet Union in execnting Alter and Erlich, and one of the signers listed was
“B. F. Riess, president, New York College Teachers Union”.

RIESS AIDED AMERICAN COMMUNISTS

According to exhibits in Appendix IX (U. S, House of Representatives — 1944},
Rigss defended or supported the following known Communists between 1940 and
1942

Sam Adams Darcy, former Pa. state chairman of the Com-
_mounist Party. :

Moxrris U. Schappes, avowed Communist teacher convicted of
perjury in N. Y. C.

Isidore Begun, the Communist Party candidate for the City
Council from the Bronx in 1941, and one of the COmmumst leaders
now facing trial.

) Riess was a member of the “Teachers Non-Partisan Gom-
mittee for the Election of Isidore Begun”.

The Daily Worker of March 13, 1942 stated: “Seventeen additional well known
educators, writers and artists have appealed to President Roosevelt for the release of
Farl Browder”. One of the signers listed was ‘“Proy. BErNArD F. Reiss, Hunter
College™. : :

The American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom has been

- cited as a Communist front which defended Communist teachers. On April 13, 1940,

at the time of the Rapp-Coudert investigation of communist influences in the New

York public schools, Riess was listed as a sponsor of this front’s rally “te answer
the attack on public education”.

On page 1127 of Appendix IX, “Brernarp F. Rriss” is listed as a membex of the
national ecommittee of International Labor Defense, in October, 1943, This front
was essentially the legal defense arm of the Commumnist Party. Its international
congresses met in Moscow. In April, 1946, it was merged with the National Federa-
tion for Constitutional Liberties (with which Rigss had also been afﬁllated) to form
the present Civil Rights Congress, which furnished bail for the 11 communist leaders
in the trial before Judge Medina. The Daily Worker of October 28, 1949 carued an
article reporting an appeal wired to U. S. Attorney General M(:Glath urging him
see that bail is granted to the 11 Communist leaders”. One of the signers listed was
“BrrNARD G. Ruiss, Hunter College”.

RIESS SHIFTS WITH PARTY LINE

The Daily Worker of April 17, 1940 published a statement dencuncing the trial
and sentencing of 44 French Communist Deputies arvested for subversive activities,
and one of the signers listed was “Pror. Bernarp I, Ru1ss™.

Shortly before, in August, 1939, Red Fascism had joined hands with Nazi
Fascism, an action which drove many members out of the Communist Party. During
this infamous alliance, the Communist Party-line in our country was “peace” and
the slogan of American Communists was: “The Yanks Are Not Coming”, until Hitler
invaded Russid in June, 1941, After that, the slogan of American Communists
became: “The Yanks Are Not Coming Too Late”. In the February 24, 1941 issue
of The Daily Worker, under the headline, “152 College Leaders Hit FDR War Bill”
appealed a statement petitioning the Senate to defeat Lend-Lease Bill, HR-1776. One .
of the signers listed was “Bernarp F. Rizss”. Afier the pa1ty-lme had shifted,



The Daily Worker of September 2, 1941 carried a petition of 283 professors urging
“the utmost material assistance by our.government to England, the Soviet Union, and
China”. One of the signers llsted was “B. I, Ritss, Hunter College”.

RIESS IN THE COMMUNIST PRESS

The Daily Worker is not the only communist publication in whlch the name of
Riss is to be found. Notwithstanding the fact that the magazine New Masses was
cited as a communist periodical by U, S, Attorney General Biddle on September 24,
1942, Bernarp F. Rigss contributed an article to that magazine in the issue of March
16, 1943. The New Masses was later suppressed for its subversive policies by the
U. 3. Government according to a California Senate 1948 Report.

Rrgss authored an article in the Spring, 1949 issue of “Science and Society”, cited
as a Communist publication by thé Special Committee on Un-American Activities in
its Maxch 29, 1944 report. ~

On the West Coast, the, Daily People’s World of San Francisco is the official organ
of the Communist Paxty On page 2 of its October 10, 1949 issue, appears a statement
opposing the loyalty oath at the U, of Cal. One of the signers listed is “BERNARD
Reiss Hunter College”.

'RIESS EXPOSED BY WOLTMAN

Frederick Woltman won a Pulitzer prize in 1946 for his exposé of Communist
infiltration in the U. 5. In a May 6, 1946 article in the New York World Telegram,
he wrote:

. “The charges filed against Dr. Harry D. Gidéonese, President
of Brooklyn College, with the Board of Higher Education last
Saturday climaxed an unremitting seven-year campaign waged by
the Communists to force the removal of the liberal educator.
“The C. 1. O. Teachers Union, which has demanded that the
board investigate his fitness was itself fired out of the American
Federation of Labor five.years ago on thie grounds that it was Com-
munist dominated. And the two union officials who signed the
charges — Dr. Bernarp F. Rimss, vice president, end Mrs. Rose
Russell, legislative representative, have frequently been associated
with communist causes, although they never openly admitted party

membership.”
* ok ok k% *

“Mg. RIESS, who instigated the charges has taught at the Com-
mumnist party’s J efferson School and backed Communist candidates

for office.”
SCHOOL BOARD'S BLIND SPOT

The School Board has given no evidénce of 1eallzmg that Communist fronts
and fronters are an integral part of a seeret conspiracy which is inherently evil in
itself. Communists regard the infiltration, manipulation and control of artistic and
cultural media as one of the indispensable phases of their program of revolution.
No phase of education is immune from communist infiltration, strategic and tactlcal
attack, and this includes the fields of psychology and mental hygiene.

It is the purpose of the Feinberg Law to defend the integrity of our schools
against this evil conspiracy, and this basic principle has now been upheld by the




highest court in the land. On March 3, 1952, in upholding the constitutionality of
the Feinberg Law, U. S Supreme Comt Justice Minton, speaking for the majority
stated:

“Past conduct may well relate to present fitness; past loyalty
may have a reasonable relationship to present and future trust.”

“d teacher works in a sensitive area in a schoolroom. There
he shapes the attitude of young minds toward the society in whick
they live. In this, the state has a vital concern. It must preserve
the integrity of the schools.”

“T'hat the school authorities have the right and the duty to
screen the officials; teachers, and employees as to their fiiness to
maintain the integrity of the schools as a part of ordered society,
cannot be doubted One’s associates, past and present, as well as
one’s conduct, may properly be considered in determining fitness
and loyalty.” :

Our Committee has always insisted that the School Board was evading its duties
and responsibilities under New York State law. In the case of Pearl Primus, who
gave a lecture-dance program for students in three Scarsdale schools, the School
Board took the shocking position that her long rvecord of affiliation with Commuinist
fronts and causes was of no consequence in judging her fitness to appear before
children as young as the third grade. The Board claimed she had committed no
overt act of subversion. Would the Board condone dope-peddling on schoel prop-
erty with the plea that no child had been seen buying the stuff? Would a ratilesnalce
be permitted in a school building just because no child had been poisoned?

Tt is inconceivable that the basic principles of the Feinberg Law, affirmed by the
Supreme ‘Court as applied to teachers and other full-time employees of the public
school systém, should not also apply to the outside teacher, lecturer or entertainer
who is afforded the opportunity to assault the integrity of the child’s mind. The
tragedy of the Board’s laissez-faire attitude is that it paves the way for further

infiltration of our schools. No wonder it keeps on happening here!!!

SCHOOL BOARD MUST EXPLAIN

We challenge the School Board, as well as its Committee on Citizenship Educa-
tion to state whether or not Riess is a fit person to guide our children, and whether
he should have been permitted to address students on January 29, 1952.

We submit the following questions to the Board:

1. Whoe suggested or sponsored Riess as a career conference
lecturer in the High School?.

Why was Riess selected in preference to other psychologists?
Was his background checked, and by whom?

Which member or members of the School Board authorized
his participation in the career conférence?

BN

It is inconceivable that the entire personnel of the Scarsdale school system
sheuld have been totally ignorant of Riess’s published record of brazen communist
associations. No responsible citizen should be satisfied with anything less than a
clear-cut answer by the School Board to the above questions.

Communist infilfration is ruining an otherwise splendid school system!

SCARSDALE CITIZENS COMMITTEE

’ Orro E. DonrENWEND, .
March 21, 1952, ) Chairman.



4

Aarecn Paleuloo o Bpad oy ligissis “/ 7

o { . iy
/ }"} -{ f (’,J [

~Reprint of talk given at an open meeting of the Scarsdale Citizens Committee on
! : March 27,1952 by Otto E, Dohrenwend

Q THE STORY OF THE SCARSDALE SCHOOL CONTROVERSY

From my own experience I know how right Father Kernan is when he points
out that well-intentioned citizens can be misled and be unaware of the real nature
of Commiunism. '

. There is the true story of a prominent lawyer who boasted to me that a famous
actor had. gotten him two tickets for a sell-out show. *‘Do you know that Commie ?*'
Iasked. ‘*He isn't a Communist,'* was the indignant reply. ‘‘He can't be; he's a
neighbor of mine.""

I was just as naive as anyone until early in 1947 when I served on a U. S.

-Federal Grand Jury investigating the activities of a Communist in the State Depart~
ment, who held so important a post that he testified at his trial that he had fixed
the targets for the Doolittle raid on Tokyo. Previously he had taught'in a New York
college during the day and organized commuynists on the lower East Side at night.
I was so shocked by what I learned about the treasonable character of Communlsm
that I decided to study its strategy and techniques, In late 1947, when I learned that
'Paul Draper, the dance’r, had addressed a communist-front meeting in a private
home in Fox Meadow, I first became suspicious that we are tonfronted with a

~ deeply~intrenched, communist cell here in Scarsdale,

For the Scarsdale School Board there can be no valid excuse. All the
screening we have done, is really the Board's responsibility., Its amazing ‘‘united
front'' against our efforts to prevent communist infiltration, is a long record of
failing in its trust for our dearest possessions: the minds and souls of our
children. As a practical matter, what difference does it make whether the reason
is falée pride, ignorance, apathy, or obstinacy ?

The indifference of so many good people exists because. they regard
Communism only as’ a theory of social science, not’ realizing that Communism is
an evil, tyrannical, world-wide conspiracy against our government, our freedoms
and all religion, The Reds have not concealed from us their ultimate goal, On
page 172 of Volume 10 of his selected works, Lenin made the following prophecy:=~
"'First we will take eastern Europe, then the masses ofAsia. Then we will en-
circle the United States which will be the last bastion of capitalism., We will not
have to attack it, It will fall like an over-ripe fruit into our hands.'' It is a
reality that this prophecy has made remarkable progress toward fulfillment. _
‘Communists know they must poison the minds of American youth to achieve their |

" purpose.

The fruit is gelting very ripe when a community like ours tolerates a School
Board which has sanctioned the unlabeled influence of individuals like Howard Fast,
Louis Dolivet, Paul Robeson, Shirley Graham, Anna Louise Strong, Maxwell
Stewart, Vera Micheles Dean, Louis Untermeyer, Langston Hughes, Alfred Kreym-
borg, Otto Klineberg, Pearl Primus, Bernard Riess, and many others with records

of aidine carmmiinict raticpa .




} The following extracts from a 1948 California Senate Report will help you
understand what the Reds are trying to do in our couniry's schools:

*'One of the most dangerous manifestations of this communist attack
on American art and culture is found in the alleged scientific program
of Marxist writers for corrupting American history, and ghoulishly
fastening the label of Marxism upon great American historical

figures in an attempt to sell Communism to the American people.
Communist writers and composers have attempted with subtlety and
trickery to twist and pervert the traditional radical history and
pioneer spirit of Americans to serve the interests of their unholy

aim for totalitarian dirtatorship.'’

(In my opinion, this is the role of Howard Fast, who had eleven books in the high
school library, with one used as a textbook and one on a recommended reading
list,)

"*Through a complicated net of Marxist groups, Red agents have
penetrated into the writing, editing, printing, publishing and pur~
chasing of textbooks to be used in American schools. The objec-
tive of this communist penetration is to insinuate condemnation
and criticism of the American system into the minds of students,

} while praising and commending Soviet Rusgsia and socialism as the
solution of all our problems.

“*One of the principal ‘transmission belts’ for such propaganda has
been the Committee on Education of the National Council of Ameri- -
can-Soviet Friendship."'’

I have here a photostat of the June, 1945 Bulletin of this ‘‘Committee on Educa-
tion'* of this front, the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, which has
been cited as ‘‘subversive and communist’* by a U, 8. Attorney General and as ‘‘en-
gaged in traitorous activities’ by a California Committee on un-American Activities,

" One of the vice-chairman listed in this Bulletin is Ernest O, Melby, who claims Scars=
dale as his residence; who, as Dean of the School of Education at N, Y. U., molds the
teachers who teach American children; who holds an important post in the National

- Education Association; and who has been a vital figure in the Scarsdale school con=
troversy. Another vice-chairman listed is the communist-fronter, Henry Pratt
Fairchild, who defined ‘‘the true Americans’’ for Scarsdale students in a textbook
HAmerican Democracy Today and Tomorrow'', Listed as a member of the *‘Spon-
soring committee'' on this exhibit, appears the name of Eduard C. Lindeman, who
lectured recently in the Scarsdale Adult School under the sponsorship of Family
Service in the same course as Otto Klineberg, Lindeman has a long record of affili-
ations with communist fronts. '

|
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) Our story is divided into three phases:= |

First Phase: From early 1948 to September 1949, For a period of abput a year and

a half Father Kernan and I carried on occasional discussions with the pa:,d staff and’

. PTA officials.. During this time we ayoided publicity, hoping to clear up the situa~
tion privately. We got nowhere in our discussions with the gchool guthoyities, .The
School Board ignored us. We decided the job was too big for two individuals, and the
Committee of Ten was gradually organized dur1ng the middle of 1949. My earlier
efforts to have the Town~ Club and its Commﬂtee on Educatlon look into the sﬂua,twn _
had been fruitless. '

Second Phase: From September 1949 until the end of 1950, We presented our case at
open meetings s of the School Board, but only after our requests for private conferences
to avoid publicity had been rejected, The manner in which the October, 1949 meeting
was conducted resulted in unsought publicity, first in White Plains and then in New =
York, The Committee of Ten expanded into the present Scarsdale Citizens Gommitteé
early in 1950, The cumulative evidence of communist influences presented by us at
the open board meetings led to the J’une 19th, 1950 Special Hearing.

Ten speakers of our group presented overwhelmmg evidence jnvolving textbooks,
. reference material, library books, recommended reading lists, pamphléts, PTA speak=
. s and courses given in the high school for teachers. If what we presented in more

wdan two hours of factual testimony did not represent a pattern of communist influence,
then there is no such thing'as Communism, Notwithstanding the fact that this hearing . .
was reserved for ys alone, the Superintendent was permitted to deliver an impass:oned,
but irrelevant defense of the teachers. At the July 5th, 1950 Board meeting, the Super=
intendent attempted a rebuttal and the Board whitewashe@ the whole mess. At the Sep~.
tember 14th meeting, Lt. Cpl. McConahay delivered a detajled indictment of the Board's
decision and of the Superintendent’s July 5th statements. Neither the Board nor the
Superintendent ever answered this mdmtm,ent.

Third Phase From early 1951 to date. We have taken qur evidence of commun‘ist miil" '
tration directly to the citizens of Scarsdale because first, the School Board denhied us
freedom of speech at open meetings; second, the Supermtendent was dilatory and eva~+
sive in answering our letters; and, third, paid advertisements, after the first,oney wqre
refused by the only logal paper, which states on its masthead that it is cpmmumty '
‘owned, There is a need in Scarsdale for a free, independent newspaper in the Ameri~ -
can tradition.

Let us return to the first chapter of our ‘story in 1948 We protested the follow-'
ing things:

(1) PTA talks by Ernest O. Me]by

(2) A lecture by Mrs. Vera Mmheles Dean under the
auspices of the Scarsdale Teachers' .Assomatwn. ‘

(3) Books by the Communists, Howard Fast and Anna
Louise Strong. '
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{4) A 5th Grade project ‘'King Arthur and His Knights"'
into which had been anonyimously injected an irrele-
vant exhibit with connotations favorable to the Italian
Communists..

I firstheard Melby speak at a January 19th, 1948 Greenacres PTA meeting and,
although at the time I had no knowledge of his background, in my judgment he was ex+
pressing the Communist Party-line. I was not surprised when investigation revealed .
that he had a record of aiding communist fronts and causes. I have already referred
to his connec¢tion with the communist front, whose purpose it was to disseminate the
poison of disguised indoctrination throughout the schools and colleges of the country.

I have here a very interesting exhibit, a recommended reading list of the Com=~
mittee on Education of the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, Inc, There
are at least ten authors who have been recommended by th1s communist front repre-~
sented in the Scarsdale School System,

According to Appendix IX (Special Committee on Un-American Activities 1944),
Melby signed a statement issued by the American Committee to Save Refugees, cited
as a communist front, On December 22, 1948, he permitted the Communist Howard
Fast and Edward Barsky, who has been affiliated with a large number of communist
fronts, to speak in the N.Y.U. School of Education building. Just a few months ago,
‘Melby was barred from speakmg before a Texas group of teachers because of his
record.

I have here a November 22, 1951 arficle from the Garden City News ir: T.ong
Island headed: ‘‘Picketing of PTA Meeting To Protest Talk by Melby Threatened But
Unexecuted'’, and I read: - **The educator admifted membership in the American=
Soviet Friendship Committee in 1943, but he asserted that he resigned and helped
disband the organization.'' If correctly reported, this is a fantastic assertion. This
communist front is still functioning. The evidence shows that Melby was associated
with this front at least as late as 1945 and if he has the power to disband a leading
communist front, the FBI should look into it. It is noteworthy that the N,Y. World
Telegram of December 1, 1947 reports that he was a lecturer for the American-
Russian Institute, whose in-ger¥ice ¢ourses for teachers were banned from New York
City public schools because the Institute '‘serves’also as a channel for pro~Soviet
material.,’”’ Two years later Melby's school, in conjunction with Sarah L.awrence, was
. conducting in-service courses for Scarsdale teachers in the Scarsdale H.S. building.
More of that later, i

Melby has misrepresented the Scarsdale controversy on a number of occasions,
including last Sunday, when he spoke at the Cooper Union Forum in New York on
“‘ Attacks on Public Educatién’, This is the same false *'line’’ which was used by the
communist front, Amprt{;:an Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom back
Jin 1940 at the time-of the Rapp-Coudert investigation of communist influences in the
New York pu‘rg,lic/schools. This same line has frequently been heard in Scarsdale and
is a favorrite"'weapon of the N.E.,A, Our committee is not attacking the public schools;.
we are trying to save them from communist influence. Melby also frequently uses
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[ ‘line’' that teachers are afraid to mention the subject of communjsm, The truth
is that our committee wants more, and not less, books on Communism and we want
it taught for what it really is by teachers who know the subject.

Mrs, Vera Micheles Dean, a Russian-born apologist for Stalinism, spoke in a
Scarsdale school building und,_e‘r the auspices of the Scarsdale Teachers' Association.
- She was one of the authors on the recommended list of the National Council of Amet~
ican~Soviet Friendship and she has four books in our High School library. Her Foreign
Policy Association pamphlets were used as approved textbook material in the High
School. We do not know if they still are, because the Superintendent refuses to give
us an up~to-date textbook list,

I am sure thai very few saw this article which I hold here when it appeared in

the Daily Worker just a few months ago on November 16, 1951, with the heading o
"*Book Burning In Scarsdale’’. ‘‘Book burning’’ is a favorite communist epithet which
has been used frequently in the Scarsdale controversy. The very fact that the official
organ of the Communist Party Is venemously critical of the Scarsdale Citizens Com=
mittee hecause of our position on Howard Fast!s books is all the evidence required tp
know how unsound was the position of the Scarsdale paid staff and of the Scarsdale
School Board in defending the selection of a badly written, historically false, obscerne,
profane, Communist-party-line book like Citizen Tom Paine,

;o The Scarsdale School Board hag never acknowledged publicly that Howard Fast
-»'a Communist, Fast's passport hasg been revoked by the U.,S. State Dept. He has
served a jail sentence for contempt of Congress. His pro~communist books are being
widely circulated in Iron Curtain countries. He is an avowed Communist., To thig
date no one in the Scarsdale school system has admitted publicly that we were right
about Howard Fast., As a matter of fact, so far as we know, his books are still ayail~
able to students in the high school library, '

Our questions at open meetings of the School Board cormmmencing with September,
1949, established the following facts:- \
1. The selection of school books had been delegated entirely to the

- paid staff, without any executive supervision by the Board.

2, The School Board had issued no instructions to the paid staff
regarding the screening of subversive books.

3. There were no offieial lists available of authorized textbooks,

4, There were no published criteria for the selection of textbooks
and library books,

5. Purchase requisitions did not show the name of the individual
making the original request, something which ordinary good
business practice and procedure would demand.
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After our protests, the Board did put into writing lengthy apd vague ¢riteria, but, to

our knowledge, took no other constructive action to correct these deficiencies. '

The basic issue we raised was whether the School Board was exercising its
responsibilities and duties under New York State law for the proper selection of
school books., Ultimate responsﬂuhty cannot be delegated or disavowed. The left-
ists and some deluded '‘liberals’’, however, distorted the issue to be one of '‘un=~
American censorship’’, an ep1thet familiar to anyone who knows the Communist
Party~line, Actually, these same two words ‘‘un~American censorship’ rappear in a
November Tth, 1949 repart of the School Board's Committee on Educational Policies.

The discussions on individual books were dragged out by the School Board and
its pseudo-liberal supporters. It took us almost a whole year to get Shirley Graham's
_ *‘Paul Robeson, Citizen of the World’' removed from an 8th grade recommended read-

ing list. Endleés debate of the obvious is a familiar leftist technique to create con=
fusion, ' : :

A 1951 California Senate Committee on Education devotes 21 pages to showing
why “Amerzcan Democracy Today and Tomorrow'' by Goslin, Storen and Goslin, is
an undesirable textbook, Recommended reading lists at the end of chapters direct
students to over 25 authors with communist-front records. One topia suggested for
.student discussion is whether the Stock Exchange should be abolished, This book
was used as a textbook in the Scarsdale high school and was gne of the items white~
washed by the School Board after the June 19th, 1950 hearing.

Notwithstanding that Maxwell Stewart was one of the most notorious commum,st"
fronters in the U.S,, the Public Affairs pamphlets edited by him were also whitewashed
after the June 19, 1950 hearing. There is not time to go into all the other material we
criticized. '

As referred to earlier, Dean Melby's N.Y.U. School of Education together with
Sarah Lawrence College conducted an Off~Gampus Program foy our teachers in our .
High School building during the academic year 1949 - 1950. We submitted the following ’
facts to the Board:~ The building and facilities had begn turned over free of charge
to these outside institutions. The courses were for outsiders ag well as for our own "~
teachers, Several members of the Board claimed they knew nothing of this project. .
The program was under the direction of Dr. Bert Loewenberg of Sarah Lawrence who
also conducted several courses. Dr. Loewenberg has been listed by the U.S5. House
Committee on Un-American Activities ag a sponsor and panel speaker at the commur
nist-inspired Peace Conference held at the Waldorf-Astoria in March, 1949 under the
auspices of the National Gouncil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, the cultural
front of the Communist Party.

One of the lecgturers in our High School Building was Dr, Harold Taylor of Sarah
Lawrence who is one of the few college presidents who publicly advocates permitting
" communist professors to teach in our colleges. He has also lent his name, wittingly
or unwittingly, to various communist fronts. Evidence was presented at the June 19%h,
' 1950 hearing to indicate that three other visiting lecturers had some record of affilia-

tion with communist fronts. The Off-Campus Program was not renewed for the aca-
demic year 1950 ~1951,
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4 I have here a photostatic copy of a catalogue of the Workers' Book Shop, the
Communist Party book shop in New York City. A startling number of authors = 16
to be exact -~ who are listed in this catalogue have books in the Scarsdale school
systemn. There are aver 35 authoria with communist-front records represented in
the High School library. In copntrast, out of more than 80 items recommended by the
U.5. Chamber of Commerce as an authentic bibliography on.Communism, our high
school library had only four items when I last checked.

As we stated in our letter publishéd by the N.Y. Herald Tribune on November
14, 1951, one of our principal criticisms of the high school library is that it does
not contain the basic standard works, neither from communist nor anti~communist
sources, which would enable a student to learn the truth about communist theory and
tactics., When we checked last, the library did not have a single federal or state
government report.on Communism. We wrote on October 11, 1951 to the Superinten<
dent asking him what steps he had taken, pr intended to take, to correct the situation
under crificism. Qver five months have elapsed and we are still awaiting a reply.
The problem of an inadequate bibliography was first taken up with Mr, McAllister a
yvear and a half ago and to the best of my knowledge, not a single constructive thing
has been done about it,

On November 30, 1950, we wrote the Schoql Board criticizing a textbook edited
hy Louis Untermeyer and I quote: "*We are unable o reconcile the pro~Communigt
' beords of Untermeyer, Langston Hughes, Kreymborg, et al,, with the respgctive
biographies about them presented in this textbook under criticism. In our opipion, you
are authorizing the deception of Scarsdale children by placing your approval on a text=
book which conceals the records of these individuals.”’ Subsequently, Unteyrmeyer was
banned from the air because of his record, but the School Board still insists that he
must interpret poetry for Scarsdale students.

I recall my indignation when I learned that an English teacher in the High School
was directing my daughter to the poetry of the Communist, Langston Hughes. One of
his poems is the blasphemous ‘'Goodbye Christ’'. Another ig '*One Morg S In The
U.S.A."" One of his poems in the Untermeyer anthology has a line reading: “Spitoons
on the altar of the Lord.'' Kreymborg is the Communist who was entertained by the
Woman's Club despite prior notice as to his record. He has several books in the
H.S. library, The Communist Workers Baok Shop recommends him.

It was late in 1950 that we decided that the only method left open to us was to
present our evidence direct to Scarsdale citizens. Even then we continued for some-
time to give the Board a prior opportunity {0 take proper action on evidence presented
in advisory circular letiers which we sent to all Board members. .

On December 4, 1950, we addressed to the Board of Education an advisory cir-
cular entitled ‘*Are Scarsdale School Buildings Available to Communist Agents?'' We
sesented documented evidence showing that Louis Dolivet, who had spoken at a PTA
zﬂeeting, was a very dangerous Stalinist agent and a member of the International Comr

munist apparatus. This man had been an editor of the publication, United Nations
World, He was barred from re-entering the U.S. severpl months after he apoke in a
Scarsdale school building. The Board’s only reaction was: ‘‘The Board expects to
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;niake the facilities of the schools available to any of the Pwﬁénﬁr“meac}xér Association
organizations whenever they request and no prior yse has | eén'aiz"ranged The pro=
grams are the responsibility of the ParentﬂTea,cher Assoq:,atmns and the Board has n¢
1ntent1on of exerc1s1ng supervision over thema . :
In effect, the Board was on recm;d that it did not care whéther a Oommun:msf:
spoke in a Scarsdale school building, We were so outraged that on January 5, 1951 we,
published in the local newspaper a paid advertisement, entitled **The Amazing Story of
Lowis Dolivet, (Guest Speaker Of The Greenacres PTA.," We were not syrprised to
find the United Nations World in the High School library as well as a reference bpok ot
the U.N. written by Louis Dolivet. As far as we know, the Schobdl Board did nothing .
about that either, ' ' - : '

The basi¢ issue was now clearly defined. Our position was, and is, “that public
schools supported by American taxpayers should not be used by Communists, fellow=
travelers, or individuals with a record of aiding the communist eonspiracy. Our posi«
tion is based on sound moral and patriotic principles; as well as on the principles of
New York State law, Furthermore, it is an all-important considération that Reds are
required to pay a substantial part of their earnings to 'the Gommim:.st Party.

Regarding Pearl Primus, I have here an interesting exhlblt, — it is a notice from
communist club, Unity Center, dated September 21, 1944 in which the comrades are
.‘l\uted for a performance by Pearl Primus. The notice is s1gned “Golche” :

I now show you an article from the Daily Worker of September 24, 1951 headed
“*Pearl Primus' African Dances Suggest Possibilities Here.'" . This article makes it
clear that Pearl Primus’ lecture~dance performances do have Marxmt szgmﬁcance
and connotations. I quote from the Daily Worker: '‘Miss Primus found the jungle's
laws to be ‘honesty and dignity’. Engels discusses this exhaustively in the 'Origin ot
the Family, Private Property and the State’, when he speaks. of the ‘simple moral
greatriessi....” of the ancient societies. In her falk she indicated today's civilization
of greed, dishonesty and viglence.' The Daily Worker refers iq her dances as being?
“*of peoples whose historical development has been retarded by three centumes of -
imperialist robbery and genocide.'’ The whole article; should be reqmred readmg foi:'
every member of our School Board who gave her a grajuitucus and valuable te st1monia1
reading: '‘The presentation was artistic and had great: gducatxonal value to'pir groups
Nothing was.said or done which could posmbly be mterpreted other than a fz.ne art;.st;t: '
and entertammg production.’” .

1 wil]. th take the time to detail the recently publishgd $tor1.es on Otto Klmeberg
~ and Bernard Riesgs. All the newsletters we have sent out a:i’,e avmlable to. you at the
mforma.tmn table., : wy ' .

Is 11; canceivable that the pattern of commumst mfluencr@r-.sgytlmed tomght could
hve happened in Scarsdale by cpincidence? You cannot have 2" %:onsplracy without con+~

spirators. Who brought the mfluence of individuals like Fast, Dolwe‘c Pearl Primus ,

Riess, etc, into Scarsdale schools? Up to now, the School Board has refused to say,

As parents and taxpayers, you have the right to demand to know.:
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; As we stated in our newsletter of March 21, 1952., exposing the Red record of
Bernard F, Riess who addressed Scarsdale students ori January 29, 1953, no responmbie
citizen ¢an rest now until investigation establlshes how Riess came into a Scarsdale

schooh You have the right to demand to Imow., 'I‘hls 15 your f1ght as Well as ours,

'I‘he Board s position-is inténable and we. urge you to communicata w:.th Mr. :
: Rbbert Fuller, president, and other members of the Bqard demandmg

¢

"'1. ‘That a bqna'-fzde, 1mpart1a1 inve st:.gatmn of the Riess incident must
‘ be made. : :

" 2. That school buildings must not be used by Commums‘ts, fellow=
- travelers, and those with records of aiding the Commumst consznra.cy:

3, That the two candidates for re-electwn, Mr. Ma]colm Spence and Mrs,

Amelie Rothschild must state their posﬂuon on'the issues raised here
tonight.

.These two candidates have been on the School Board throughout the period of thisg
controversy. - They have done nothing publicly to stop the infiltration of our public schooels
by communist influences. Their record is one of irresponsibility and indifference to the.
rajor-issue confronting the American people today —the survival of our country in the

se of the attack on it by the Communist conspiracy. They are candidates for re=-election
to the Board of Education. They have a duty tp explain to the citizens of this village
their apathy in the face pf the Communist danger in America. We take this occasion tp

challenge Mr. Spence and Mrs., R,othschﬂd to a publm debate on, the issues ralsed here
tonight.
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SCARSDALE, NEW YORK

Aptil 23, 1952
To the Citizens of Scarsdale:

Public statements made recently by the so-calfed “Scarsdale Citizens' Committee” demanded
in effect that Mr, Malcolm Spence and Mrs, Mortimer Rothschild defend themselves against charges
that they have been apathetic and negligent in careying out their duties as members of the Board
of Education, This reflects a Jamentable ignorance of or indifference to the Scarsdale tradition of
drafting able and public-spirited citizens for public service, Mr, Spence and Mrs, Rothschild have
given three yeats of arduous and devoted service to the children, parents and taxpayets of Scarsdale.

No public servant, paid or unpaid, is exempt from accountability to his constituents, and
the members of the Board of Education well know that their conduct of school affairs is undet
constant scrutiny by their neighbors, Our village has an exceptional number of citizens with an
articulate and intelligent interest in public affairs, organized in many groups which make it patt ot
all of their business to study local government in all its phases. Officers and members of the Town
Club, the Woman's Club, the Patent-Teacher Associations, the League of Women Voters and the
neighborhood associations are constantly alert to watch the operations of our school and village
governments and to counsel with their officers as problems of policy arise,

In this atmosphere it has long been the tradition that any citizen drafted for service as a
member of the- Board of Education would respond to such a call of duty in the absence of over-
whelming personal reasons for declining, Acceptance has meant for the nominee long houts of
strictly “overtime” work for no reward other than the usually silent thanks of his neighbors plus
the satisfaction of helping to maintain the standing of one of the finest public school systems in
the United States, Successful accomplishment of a trustee’s tasks in his first texm of office has
customatily resulted in a futther draft for a second three-year term.

We were the members of this year’s Citizens’ Nominating Committee for Union Free
School District #1. The Committee consisted of twelve voting and ten non-voting members
thoroughly familiar with our schools, their administrative and teaching staffs, the record of
opetations, We claim nothing approaching either omniscienice or infallibility of judgment for our
Committee or our nominees, We can say that Mr, Spence and Mrts. Rothschild were enthusiastically
and unanimously renominated by the Committee on the basis of theit records. We bespeak for them
the gratitude of the community, which can best be expressed by a record attendance of qualified
voters at the annual meeting of the District on May 6 next, and an overwhelming vote in favor of
the Citizens’ Nominating Committee’s nominees — Mr, Spence, Mrs. Rothschild and, in addition, M,
Helge S. Johuson and Mr, Alfred H. Phillips. Last year 1055 votes were cast in favor of the nominees
of the 1951 Committee. We urge an even greater demonstration of support for our schools in 1952,

PH1Lip L. CARRRT
President, The Town Club

Grrapys F, {(Mrs, JaAMus A.) CARROLL
President, Scarsdale Woman’s Club

Jame M, (Mrs. ALBERT S.) SWANSON
President, Parent-Teacher Council

H. STANLEY MANSFIRELD

ZErLLA F, (MRs. VINCENT) DU VIGNEBAUD

E. Ray BROENNIMAN

FLORENCE W, (Mrs, WiLLiam K., Jr.) Brarp

J. M, HICKERSON

WiLLram J. IisH

Viggiwia W, (Mes, LEONARD) MARX

WirLiaMm E, REID

NormAN H, SMELTZER

VOTING MEMBERS

Marcery W, (Mrs. KenNeTH M,) BRVIER
Dororuy P. (Mrs. Grorez P, JR.) DROWNE
MirroN FLURGRLMAN

AGNEs L, (Mrs, WayNe E,) Kunn

Mimzam E. (Mrs, RoBERT F.) MORRISON
JuLia M. D, (Mgs, Davip, Jr.) RUMSEY
Pavur 8, SMITH

ARcHIBALD A, TALMAGE

Josepring S, (Mes. GEORGE W.) WiLsoN
Heren M, (Mus, Joun E. F, Jr.) Woop

NON-VOTING MEMBERS
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UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 1
SCARSDALE, NEW YORK

A Statement by the Board of Education

For more than two yea1's Scarsdale has been
disturhed by charges of “communist infiltra-
tion” of the community, and especially of our
school system, Repeated criticism of the Board
of Education has been voiced by a small group.
‘This group has charged the Board with indiffer-
ence to the threat of communist infiltration and
with failure to take active steps to prevent it.

This criticism has been directed at the Board,
but the nature of the charges and the material
presented to support them have been such that
the charges, in fact, constitute criticism of the
administration of the schools by the profes-
sional staff, This has been denied but no other
interpretation can be placed on ecriticism which
is based on actions which are the propetly dele-
gated responsibility of the teaching and admin-
istrative staff,

We can only speculate as to why this group
has limited itself to criticism of the Board. It
may be noted, however, that in this way it is
easier to keep the argument theoretical and
emotional, Should the discussion, for instance,
get into terms of Principal Nelson permitting
communist infiltration in the High School we
think most” pecple would - find it difficult to
believe there is cause for appiehensmn

The recent allegations are a repetition .of
those made and considered repeatedly at meet-
ing after meeting of the Board of Education
during the years 1949-50. We have carefully
considered the many presentations made, par-
ticularly at the special meeting in June 1950,
This meeting was held for the sole purpose of
receiving any and all evidence which could be
adduced. We found in the material presented
nothing which, in our opinion, would lead any
reasonable person to the conclusion that sub-
versive influences are or were operating in our
schools, This is out considered opinion, and-it is
out belief that the great majority of the citizens
of Scarsdale are of the same opinion, We see
no reason to permit the contrary opinion of a
small ‘group to prevail, and on the basis of this
minority opinion to take action which might be
destructive to the morale of our school, system.

Since 1950 we have continued to give much
time and attention to questions raised and
matters presented by the same group. We have
required that these presentations be made in
writing only in order that the conduct of the
Board's business and the administration of the
affairs of the School District might not be
further disrupted. After considering everything
which has been presented down to date our
confidenice in the patriotism, loyalty and integ-

rity of the school staff, against whom, we repeat,
these charges are directed, is undiminished,

We feel sure that our confidence js well
placed because it is a confidence resulting from
a long and close contact with the teachers and
the administrative staff of the schools, Many
in our community may be unaware of the close
contact the members of the Board have with the
schools. In addition to countless individual con-
tacts, and the otientation which comes from
the numerous meetings of the Board, two mem-
bers. of the Board visit our schools regularly,
devoting over one day each week to this public
service, They consult with the administration,
visit classrooms and are in such intimate con-
tact with the schools as inevitably to know what
15 OCCLIIng-

Responsible authoritative organizations exist
for the purpose of considering and acting on
evidence indicating subversive activity, The
Federal Bureau of Investigation asks any citizen
who has reason to suspect such activities to
bring them to its attention, We invite those
who have been making these charges to submit
their “evidence” to the F.B.I. The Board of

" Regents of the State of New York has sét up

a commission to determine whether there is sub-
versive material in the texthooks used in the
schools of the State, To the best of our knowl-
edge no complaints have been received by this
commission since its establishment in 1951, To
date we have had no communications from this
commission,

From the standpoint of the present con-
troversy, the most important fact about auy
bool, whether text or library book, is how it is
used. A teacher can draw almost any conclusion
from a book on the social sciences. An English
teacher can variously tinge interpretations of
minor incidents in even classical poems or novels
which everyone would approve including in our
schools. The Board has received no complaint
of such misuse of any book in any class, On the
positive side, we know that our teachers present
in certain courses an analysis of the true impost
of Communism, and that our progtam of teach-
ing is intended to impart a devotion to and
admiration of those ideals for w}uch our coun-
try stands,

In the course of the current controversy there
have been intimations that the Board, as a
result of the attacks upon it, has ordered the
staff to make certain changes, to discontinue
cettain practices and to be guided by different
ptinciples than heretofore. There is no truth in
this,

{OVER)



For the record, and to reassure the staff of
our full confidence in them, we wish to state
categorically that this Board has never ordered
the removal of any book from the library or
the retention of any book in the library. It has
never ordeted that any textbook no longer be
used or that any book be removed from any
recommended reading lst. All decisions that
have been made along these lines have been
made by the professional staff, and we trust that
in making their decisions they have been gov-
erned solely by their judgment as to educational
values. The Boatd has taken no action to pre-
vent the institution of a work-shop or of any
other coutse for teachers in any of our schools.
If the teachers at any time again wish to have
any such course held in the schools the Board
will interpose no objection if it appeats to be
of sufficient interest and value to our teachers.

‘We recognize that the persistency of the at-
tacks is disturbing to many in the community,
and especially to those who have not followed
the controversy from the beginning., There is
a danget that no matter how indefinite or far-
fetched may be the “evidence” presented, con-
stant repetition will suggest to some that there
must be more to the charges than meets the eye.
We can only hope that this technique will not
be effective here, and that those who might be
petsuaded by it will take the trouble carefully
to inform themselves before forming any
opinions,

We recognize that Communism is an intetna-
tional conspiracy. We reject the charge that the

Board and the professional staff are not fully’

aware of the unprincipled and underground
methods by which communists are trying to in-
fluence the people of this country, patticu-
larly through its educational systemn. We are
equally certain that communist infiltration has
not enteted into our school system in any way.
We know the members of the Board, the super-
intendents, the principals and our teachers are
loyal American citizens, none of whom would
willingly assist the communist cause.

We are gravely concerned because this repeti-
tion of charges of communist infiltration, where
none exists, has had an adverse effect on our
teachers and on their teaching effectiveness, We
see in the present situation the possibility of
serious injury to our fine schools,

We wish to state again the principles which
we hold to be important in the administration
of our schools,

As in the past, we will continue to use our
best efforts to employ the most competent
teachers and administrators available, men and
women of outstanding character and ability
who, like those now in our schools, ate devoted
to the principles of democracy and human
Iiberty.

Having employed them we shall place con-

fidence in them and shall permit them to exer-
cise the judgments and to assume the responsi-
bilities which our confidence entails, unless and
until it appears that such confidence has been
misplaced, Thus far, we have seen no evidence
whatever that that has happened.

We never have employed, and will not know-
ingly employ, communists or other subversives.
We fully appreciate that such people operate
under influences and are dedicated to achieving
ends which are repugnant to our ideals, and that
they are not interested in the educational values
which we cherish,

We shall continue the practice of adopting
texthooks to be used in the schools by a vote of
the Board, after they have been selected and
approved by the proper group of teachers and
by the principals involved and by the Super-
intendent, '

We have delegated the selection of library
books to the staff. This is not avoidance of
responsibility, It is putting responsibility where
it propetly belongs. It is our expectation that in
their consideration of books for the school
system, the staff will base their decisions on the
content and educational value of the books. We
will also leave to the staff the selection of.
speakers and performers at assemblies, career
conferences, and other school programs. We be-
lieve that our administrators and teachers can
be trusted to make such selections carefully and
conscientiously, and from the standpoint of
sound educational values,

We never have permitted, and will not in-
tentionally permit, the use of school buildings
and facilities for the dissemination of commun-
ist or othet subversive propaganda. We will
continue to permit responsible local groups to
use the school buildings as they have in the
past. We will not investigate, not assume re-
sponsibility for, not exercise censotship over,
the speakets whom these groups invite and
for whom they alone are responsible, On the
same principle, we did not investigate nor do
we assume responsibility for, nor would we
exercise censorship over the speakets who at-
tacked us at the meeting held on March 27, 1952,
in the Edgewood School, '

These atre the principles in which we believe
and to which we will continue to adhere,

SIGNED

Lirrian C. BROWN
Hzree 5. JoHNsON
A. CrAumcry NEWLIN
AMELIE S5, ROTHSCHILD
GeorGE H, RUTHERFORD
Marcorm C, SPENCE
RoBERT G, FULLER,
President

April 24,1952
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To Scarsdale Citizens: )

On May 12, miembers of the Scursdate Citizens Committee
submitted to the Scursdale Inguirer three letiers analyzing the
school election of May 6. The Inquirer, contrary fo ifs practice
ir:n effect at that time, refused to publish these letters.

The Inquirer, in its May 23 editorial, announced a policy of
banning all letters on the school controversy.

2 We feel that Scarsdale parents and taxpayers are entitied
o know the fruth about what happened ot the May 6 annual
school district meeting. We, therefore, reproduce herein the
three letters which were rejected by the Inquirer.

June 6, 1952, Scarsdale Citizens Commiftee.
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THREE LETTERS
THE SCARSDALE INQUIRER
REFUSED TO PUBLISH



NEW LIGHT ON SCHOOL ELECTION

The Editor, The Scarsdale Inquirer:
A HOLLOW VICTORY

Several weeks of painstaking effort to corral some 3,000 signatures; an intensive
pre-election telephone campaign ; desperation statements of confidence in the school
Board by the T.C., W.C.,, LW.V., and P.T.A.’s; a local newspaper statement urging,
almost begging, the citizenry to get out and vote; ONE non-partisan slate with no
opposing candidates; — with all that tireless effort, less than 1,400 cast votes in
a School Distriet numbering some 11,000 citizens of whom about 5,000 (the figure
may well be closer to 7,000) were eligible to vote. Lol, this is heralded as “An
Overwhelming Victory,” “A Record Number of Votes,” etc., for the four unopposed
candidates of the Scarsdale School Board at its election of May 6th.

Now this is supposed to prove that, beyond a doubt there is no Communist
infiltration in the Scarsdale Schools! This is supposed to prove that through these
last few years the School Board has faithfully kept out the Klinebergs, Primuses,
Riesses, et al, who have Communist-front records! This is supposed to prove that
the School Board has never tolerated text-books slanted with a pro-Soviet bias!
This is supposed to prove that the Citizens’ Committee has nmow been “squelched”
by “an overwhelming, record vote,” of less than 20% of the School Distriet’s popula-
tion, and less than 30% of its legal adult voters — or has it?

Could it perchance be that the larger percentage of Scarsdale’s citizens are
really concerned about the Communist infiltration inte our Schools? Could the
larger percentage of legal voters, who did not vete for the four one-slate, non-
partisan School Board candidates have voiced a silent protest against the School
Board which has eoddled the Communist enemy in our midst? Could this larger
“silent majority” which had no chance to vote against the one-slate School Board
candidates desire to preserve our schools for true Americanism and our children’s
imapressionable minds for our American ideals and freedoms, and our American
heritage? ,

The overflow crowd with hundreds turned away from the Edgewood School
auditorium on March 27, was largely sympathetic as the Citizens’ Committee on
that occasion outlined the evidences of Communist infiltration — a work which
is in reality the duty of a School Board which has heretofore shirked its responsibility.
‘What might the election results of May 6th have revealed if the citizens of Scarsdale
had had a chance to vote for a second slate of candidates, instead of only one?

In brief, it was a hollow victory which the School Board candidates won.
Without an election contest it was quite empty and significantly meaningless. With
less than 30% of Scarsdale’s available votes cast in a one-sided, no-choice election
in one of the most high-pressured campaign efforts imaginable — the School Board
might well give heed to the voice of the silent majority which by its refusal to vote
issues a solemn warning for the School Board to keep the Communist conspiracy
in any and all of its devious forms and phases out of our Scarsdale schools in the
fature. And if not— well, you will doubtless hear more, much more, from the
Citizens’ Committee and their vast silent following in Scarsdale, all threats of intimi-
dation to the contrary notwithstanding.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) Auveusr W. Brusrar
Orro E. DorrRENWEND



The Editor, The Scarsdale Inquirer:
REPREHENSIBLE ATTACK

I am wholly in agreement with your editorial of last week in which you suggest
that we should bury rancor and bitterness and all cooperate for the common good
of Scarsdale. As a first step in this direction I would however suggest that meetings
such as those at the High School auditorium for the elections of May 6, be conducted
in a manner which conforms to parliamentary procedure.

1 refer specifically to the unwarranted, irvelevant, and untenable tirade of
Mr. Joseph V, Kline who should quickly have been called out of order by the chaix-
man of the meeting. What did Mr. Kline’s injection of incoherent religious issues
have to do with the meeting anyway? And the report in the Inquirer fails to give
the reader who was not present at the meeting, the impression that “the over-all
impact” —- to nse a good Scarsdale term — was the wish by most of those present
that Mr. Kline had remained silent or quickly heen silenced by the chairman of
the meeting.

To have injected a religious issue with specific reference to one of the local
clergymen might well spark a battle which may make the present coniroversy of
Communist infiltration an innocent pastime. Surely no one in his right mind would
want to provoke or incite such an un-American, anti-democratic battle in Scarsdale.

It seems strange that there are people in this community who continue fo mis-
interpret the accusation of Communist infiltration and the evidences thereof as an
attack on Scarsdale’s School system. The Citizens’ Committee has repeatedly stated
that it has but one objective — to urge the School Board to keep the Communist
conspiracy out of our schools, and thus save them for true Americanism.

Mr. Kline had the right of course, to speak “to the point”, but he had no right,
was definitely out of order, and should have been so called, when he conducted a
personal attack on a leading and honored clergyman for whom I and countless others
in the community have the highest respect and regard. Mx. Kline in sparking, breed-
ing, and inciting unwarranted religious bitterness can reetify his serious error by
offering both the individual attacked and the community a public apology.

Yours truly,
(Signed) C. S. Treacy

The Inquirer did not report the fact that Mr. Kline’s nomination of Rev. A. W.
Brustat from the floor was contrary to New York State law and was ruled out-of-
order by the Chairman. My, Kline refused to furnish ws with a copy of his harangue,
but he admitted to us that he had conferred with members of the School Board
regarding it prior to the elections.

The Editor, The Scarsdale Inquirer:
ANOTHER ENDORSEMENT

Regarding the “Open Letter to the Board of Education and Professional Staff”
published by The Scarsdale Inquirer on May 2, 1952, it is an open secret that the
sponsors of this document were disappointed with the resulte. Irresistible pressures
were exerted on individuals who would have preferred not to sign. Furthermore,
the publication of names cannot fail to stir up dissension and animosities.

Every individual who signed the open letter upholding the School Board and
denouncing the anti-Communist Scarsdale Citizens Committes should meditate on
the following facts:




1. The Daily Worker, the official organ of the Communist Party, on November
16, 1951 denouneed the Scarsdale Citizens Commitiee, and particularly two clergy-
men, in language similar to that heard on May 6, 1952 at the Annual School District
Meeting in our High School building.

2. An article in the November 1951 issue of “Masses and Mainstream” (listed
as a subversive publication on May 14, 1951 by the U. S. House Committee on
Un-American Activities) commended the Scarsdale School Board because it “refused
to be intimidated.”

Three of the contributing editors listed by “Masses and Mainstream”™ were
Howard Fast, Shirley Graham and Paul Robeson, names not unknown in our school
picture. The Associate Editor was Herbert Aptheker, whose book “Essays on the
History of the American Negro” is listed in the Scarsdale High School Library.
Perhaps the School Superintendent will explain by what standards a book published
by International Publishers and written by Herbert Aptheker was selected.

3. The Daily Worker of April 27, 1952 carried an article entitled “School
Loyalty Hunt Rejected in Scarsdale” upholding the statement of the Scarsdale
Sehool Board and denouncing our Committee as a “witch-hunting McCarthyite
group.”

In the light of the above, what did Philip Carret, President of the Town Club,
mean when he stated in his May 6th nominating speech that the efforts of our
Committee “must be a source of real delight to the leadership of the Communist
Party ?”

Mr. Carret also falsely charges us with “a campaign which has spread con-
fusion and division among the citizens of Scarsdale.” He knows that it is not our
patriotic efforts to defend the Schools that have disrupted the community. We
have merely brought out facts in an objective, dignified manner and no statement
we have made has ever been refuted. Why does My. Carret attack owr group instead
of the individuals who have actually fomented discord, hatred, and tensions by false
whispering campaigns of bigotry and personal smears?

(Signed) Awprew P. McLavcaLin

Herbert Aptheker, referved to by Mr. McLaughlin, is a pro-communist writer
who has taught at communist schools. The communist publishing house, Infer-
national Publishers, was headed by Alexander Trachtenberg, communist commissar
of culture, who is now one of the sixteen Communists on trial.

At the May 6 school election meeting, Scarsdale witnessed the incredible

spectacle of community organizations forming a “united front”, not against Com-

munism, but against Anti-Communism, Does this not indicate the extent to which

* the poison of the communist philosophy has alveady influenced our community?

A clue as to how such a thing is possible may be found in the following guotation

from Sidney Hook’s review of Whittaker Chambers® book, “Witness”, in the New
York Times of May 25:— ‘

“It is indeed odd to observe that ritualistic liberals were much less indig-

nant with those who betrayed the faith of their country than they were with

the ‘informers’ who revealed the betrayal — an attitude not displayed toward

informers or renegades from fascism like Rauschning and Otto Strasser. 'The

mood of anti anti-commumnism, as the Hiss case shows, blinds one to political

realities and creates an emotional vested interest in concealing the truth.”

THE SCARSDALE CITIZENS COMMITTER

Wirtiam C. Kervan
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t, . . books and speeches should be j%dged
" on the merit of their content and
the educational use that is made of them.”

The Scarsdale Stoty -

Krunere M, Gouwp

The tiame of Scarsdale, a suburban community in Westchester
County, New York, has appeared more often in the press during the
last three years than in all its previous history. This sudden and unso-
licited prominence is largely a reflection of the activities of a small but
vocal group of Scarsdale citizens who have persistently charged that the
public schools of the village are “infiltrated by a Communist conspiracy.”
"The Board of Education and professional staff of the schools, supported
by a substantial majority of the citizens, have rejected this charge and
have consistently declared their faith in a system of free public educa-
tion unhampered by private censorship. In the present climate of Amer-
jcan opinion and in the light of similar attacks in other communities,
this outcome is sufficiently noteworthy to deserve applause from lovers
of liberty.

Scarsdale is a residential community of 14000 people, inhabited
almost entitely by commuters to New York City of the business executive
and professional class. Its average level of income. and assessed 'valuation
is exceptionally high, The majority of its citizens are graduates of lead-
ing universitics and many are distinguished in their respective . fields:
Politically conservative, they register and vote in presidential years 4to-x
Republican. But in local affairs Scarsdale’s unique, contribution is a.non-
partisan system of government which provides a channel through which
able citizens, regardless of party, are cilisted to serve the community,. -

T'wo major civic organizations—the Town Club, a body of goo lead-
ing men forming a cross-section of the community which studies and
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an. Episcopalian priest after his graduation from Yale, and served vari-
ous' churches in California and New Jersey, "T'all, dark, saturnine, and
an orator of dramatic gestures, he acquired a reputation for anti-Fascist
liberalism during World War II with a series of radio broadcasts over -
Station WEVD, attacking Father Charles E. Coughlin, the Royal Oak
demagogue. Latet, he lectured and pamphleteered for the Institute of
American Democracy, and carried on such secular activities even after
moving to Scarsdale with his wife and six children. During the 1940’s
his center of attention shifted increasingly to communism, and he soon
found it the chief. enemy of both democracy and religion. Father Ker-
nan's public activities proved a disruptive factor ini the Scarsdale church,

and many old "parishioners who failed to sympathize w1th his High
Church tendencies left St. James.

In: May, 1952, the climax of Father Kernan’s spiritual pﬂgrlmage
came with his sudden announcement that he was leaving the Episcopal
Church to seek admission to the Roman Catholic Church. His comment
at this time was significant of his general authoritarian philosophy:’
“Authority means law which is enforceable, There is an absolute lack
. of authority in the Fpiscopal Church—at least so far as the priesthood
is concerned. The laity may do almost anything they want. The rector of
an Episcopal church has to do what the people want him to do.” The
bishop of the diocese promptly relieved Mr. Kernan of all clerical priv-
ileges. How he will maintain himself and his family is not clear but it
appears likely that he will pursue some semi-secular propaganda as a
Catholic layman,

The first phase of the Committee of Ten's campaign dealt almost
entirely with the question of books, cither in the high school library or
those approved as textbooks. Their chicf target was the historical novels
of the controversial writer, Howard Fast, such as Citizenn Tom Paine,
The Unvanguished (Washington), T'he American (John P. Altgeld),
and Haym Solomon, Son of Liberty, ten copics of which were found on
the shelves of the library. Citizen Tom Pasne was singled out as falsifying
history because it “portrayed the American Revolution as a revolt of the
masses against the classes” rather than as a political revolt against Eng-
land. The book was intensively dissected by the committee, with page
references to numerous instances of cursing, antipatriotism, and sexual
immorality. Such a run was started on Citizen Tom Paine that all copies
in local libraries and bookstores were soon exhausted. Many citizens,
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~ detriment of the normal business of the

having read it, declared they could find nothing un-American in its

“context, and the then president of the Board of Education, A. Chauncey

Newlin, a New York Jawyer, burst out, “I don’t carc a hoot what a man’s
politics or religion are if he writes a good book.”

But the Committee of Ten soon made it amply clear that it was not
primarily the content of a book or a speech that they were concerned
about, but only the associations of the author or the speaker. .Among
the other works cited by the committee as dangerous to Scarsdale youth,
because they were written or edited by “apologists for communism,”
were: the autobiography of Anna Louise Strong, then still persona grata.
at Moscow; Louis Untermeyer’s anthology of British and American
Poetry, because it contained poems by Langston Hughes, the Negro poet
alleged to be a Communist; a sympathetic life of Paul Robeson by Shirley
Graham; a book by Herbert Aptheker, associate editor of Masses and
Manstream ; the Foreign Policy Association’s Headline Books; and such
textbooks as World History, by Boak, Slosson, and Anderson, used in the
xoth grade; The Story of America, by Ralph V. Harlow; Our World
Today, a geography; and American Democracy Today and Tomorrow,
by Goslin, Goslin, and Storen. All of ‘these texthooks were alleged to be
subtly subversive, anti-American, or pro-Russian in spots. A persistent
complaint of the committee was that the school library contained no
books or government reports critical of Russia or communism,

Beginning in the fall of 1949, when representatives of the commit-
tee appeared at the monthly Board of Education meeting to heckle the
board members, public interest and atten-
dance has multiplied steadily until several
hundred people are often present at the .
meetings. For over a year, ten out of
twelve regular meetings involved time
given to the committee’s charges, to the

board. In June, 1950, the board held a
special open hearing cntirely devoted to
the presentation of “evidence” by the
committee. Apart from data bearing on
the alleged Communist connections of
authors and speakers, the committee’s
evidence consisted largely of quotations
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from Lenin, Stalin, and other Communist leaders to demonstrate the
subversive objectives and conspiratorial. methods of communism—with
none of which the school authorities or the vast majority of citizens disa-
greed. Much to-do was made over. a passage from Louis F. Budenz’s
Men Without Faces, in. which that ex-Communist informer charged that
the Communist party had organized a plot to “bore from within” pros-
perous Westchester County and influence its citizens unawares through
wealthy party members, subversive speakers, and infiltration of schools
and churches. :

Meantime the Board of Education directed: its committee on educa’
tional policies to review the whole contraversy and the existing methods of
selection of books. It reported that it had found nothing in the material
presented which would lead it to conclude that subversive influences were
operating in the schools. It upheld the practice of adopting the 150 text-
books used in the schools by vote of the board, after selection and ap-
proval by the teachers and administrators concerned, and the delegation
of the selection of the 25,000 volumes in the school libsaries to the pro-
fessional staff. Superintendent Shaw also presented a report defending
the loyalty of the 133 members of the teaching staff, with all of whom
he was intimately acquainted. In October, 1950, the board’s president,
G. Stanley McAllister, vice president of the Lord and Taylor department
store, announced that no further time would be given to the committee’s
charges in open meeting, and that thereafter the committee must address
its complaints. to the board in writing. This action was denounced as
“gag rule” by Messts. Dohrenwend and Kernan, and the committee has
constantly charged that its communications to the board have been ig-
nored or evaded.

A major and hovorable role throughout the strugple has been played
by the Scatsdale Inquirer, the local weekly newspaper, in itself a unique
institution. The paper is owned outright by the Scarsdale Woman’s Club,
and its. entire personnel is composed of women, including its editor,
Mrs. Ruth Nash Chalmers, an able, intelligent, and public-spirited jour-
nalist, From the beginning its coverage of the activities of the Commit-
tee of Ten has been complete, as unbiased as humanly possible,-and de-
voted to the highest standards of free speech and a free press. Not only
its news columns, but its editorial pages have been thrown open to laf-
faire Dohrenwend. The supporters of the Citizens” Committee are inde-
fatigable letter-writers and have never been backward in expressing their
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opinions, At times their efforts, by the sheer weight of verbiage, seemed
to blanket all opposition, but sooner or later the sane and: balaneed citi-
zens came through with a more careful analysm of basic principles. In
total, not less than 5,000 column-inches of space in the Inguirer have been
devoted to letters on both sides of the battle during the' past four years.
The paper, acting on legal advice, declined to print the paid advertising
of the committec, as probably libelous. Naturally the Dohrenwend-
Kernan group considers the Inguirer its encmy. But on the.score of full
expression of their opinion, both in public meetings and in print, the
members have no justifisble complaint,

In 1951 the tactics of the committee shifted to emphasis on “leftist”
speakers in the Scarsdale schools. A. series of printed letters or broadsides
signed by Mr. Dohrenwend was mailed to every Scarsdale houschold
detailing charges against individuals. Seven of these have been mailed
up to June, 1952, Their targets were as follows:

1. Louis Dolivet, formerly international editor of the United Na-
tions World, and allegedly a renegade Ruinanian Communist agent
under various aliases, who was a guest speaket in March, 1950, before the
Greenacres (elementary school) Parent Teacher Association, on a United
Nations subject.

2. Pear] Primus, well-known Negro dancer often sponsored by Com-
munist front organizations, who gave a dance recital to audiences “of
school childten in three Scarsdale schools in Jamuary, 1951, under the
joint auspices of the PTA and the school staff.

3, Otto Klineberg, professor of psychology at Columbia Umverszty,
author of many distinguished works on race relations, and a resident of
Scarsdale for years. Dr. Klineberg was one of scveral lecturers in a zo-
weeks course sponsored by the Scarsdale Family Service Council at the
Scarsdale Adult School, a private institation which holds its evening ses-
sions in the Scarsdale High School building but has no official relation
to the public schools. Dr. Klineberg, according to the committee, had
been a signer or sponsor of various Communist front organizations and
was listed as a lecturer in 1941 in a course at the School for Democraey,
New York City, predecessor to the Jefferson School of Social Science,
a.known Communist center. This allegation was supported by affidavits
from John J. Huber, a former paid informer for the F.B.L, later called an
“unreliable witness” by the House Un:American Committee, Klineberg
categorically denied that he had ever spoken at thé"School for Democ-
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racy, and demonstrated that, having refused its invitation, his name was
dropped from its official catalog of courses as actually given.

4. Bernard F. Riess, associate professor of psychology at Tlunter
College, and vice president of the New York College Teachers Union, a
resident of Scarsdale, Ricss was one of eight invited speakers on their
own professional specialties at a career conference for rrth and 1ath
grade students at Scarsdale High School in January, 1952, Such confer-
ences are conducted several times a year by the high school faculty,
drawing upon the rich vocational resources of the community.

At other times the Citizens’ Committee has also denounced the
holding of an in-service course for Scarsdale teachers under the auspices
of New York University, directed by Prof. Bert J. Loewenbeérg of Sarah
Lawrence College. Other speakers frequently appearing. in Scarsdale
before . PTA’s, women’s clubs, the Adult School, and other organiza-
tions, whom the committee charged with pro-Communist affiliations,
included Dean Ernest O. Melby, of New York University; Dr. Eduard C.
Lindeman, of the New York School of Social Work; Mrs, Vera Micheles
Dean, of the Foreign Policy Association; and Alfred Kreymborg, the
poet-dramatist. o

The reaction of the Scarsdale community to the committee’s charges
progressed through varyitig stages according to the intensity of the at-
tacks.' The first noteworthy community move occutred in October, 1949,
at the height of the book controversy. The then president of the Town
Club, Robert S. Gordon, general counsel of the Natiorial Dairy Products
Corporation, and a few other leaders who felt that the point of view of
the committee must be challenged, gathered a small group together. A
committee consisting of Dr. Warren Weaver, director for the ‘natural
sciences of the Rockefeller Foundation; Courtney C. Brown, assistant
to the chairman of Standard Oil (New Jersey) ; and Mrs, Burnham Fin-
ney, wife of a McGraw-Hill editor, drafted a statement, and others began
the collection of sighatures from 81 prominent citizens, The result was
prominently published in the Scarsdale Jnguirer and the metropolitan
press. It contains the following significant paragraphs:

“We, a group of interested citizens, wish to state our position on the
issues whickh have been vaised by those who would ban books from the
public schools because of the political leanings of their authors.

“We do not minimize the dangers of Commaunist and Fascist indoc-
trination, but we want to meet these dangers in the American way.
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“We live in a.democratic state. We are the inheritors of a tradition
... based on a tolerance that has not feared to permit independent
thought. . . . : -

“Any sensible person would agree-that there are tisks in allowing
young persons relatively free access to a.wide range of reading maicrial.
... But we believe there are greater visks in any diernative procedure. . . .

“We believe that the Scarsdale school system is in the hands of com-
petent, patyiotic, and vesponsible persons. We select our school board by
a democratic process: We have confidence in our school board, the admin-
istrative staf}, and in our teachers. We trust their intelligence, their tn-
tegrity, and their patriotism. . . . '

“The purpose of education in a free society is to develop intelligent
citizens, loyal to their country and to the pursuit of truth, believing in
the endless possibilities for the betterment of mankind. A system of cen-
sorship of materials and ideas
smacks of the methods used by - P
Communist and Fascist states and - 4
defeats the wvery purpose of the 7
Bill of Rights, as well as the pur-
pose of education”

Among the 81 signers of this
manifesto were six present and
former mayors of the village,
cleven . presidents of the Town
Club, five presidents of the Wom-
an’s Club, the presidents of the League of Women Voters and the Parent-
Teacher Council, the chairmen of the Scarsdale Republican and Demo-
cratic committees, and such nationally known business exccutives as
Charles E, Wilson, of General Electric; John M. Hancock, of Lehman
Brothers; Alexander C. Nagle, of the First National Bank of New York;
Harry E. Humphreys, Jr., of U. 8. Rubber; Allan Sproul, of the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York; and Arthur S. Meyer, former chairman of
the New York Mediation Board. :

But the Dohrenwend committec’s agitation continued, and tension
mounted as the date of the annual meeting of the school district in May,
1950, approached. There was.some possibility that the committee
might nominate its own slate of candidates from the floor to combat the
official nonpartisan nominees of three members of the board—Messrs.
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Newlin, McAllister, and Rutherford—for re-election. A well-organized
telephone ‘campaign’ by leaders of the Town Club and the Woman’s
Club brought out the unprecedented attendance of 1400 persons at the
May meeting. Only taxpayers, home renters, or parents of children.in the
schools are qualified to vote in the school district.

In a democratic electoral process such as. this, it is the responsibility
of those who dissent from the policies of those.in office to offer themselves
to the voting public as opposition candidates. But the committee, perhaps
realizing the hopelessness of converting the vast majority of the com-
munity to their point of view;, took no such action. Tlie board candidates
wete reelected by votes of approxifately 1085 to 4 write-in. votes for
the opposition.

With slight varjations -the same tale was repeated at the two suc-
ceeding -annual meetings in May, 1951, and May, 1952, Each year the.
attendance aﬁdﬁhe vote for the nonpartisan nominees increased to new
records, until this year more than 2000 persons tried to crowd into the
largest gymnasium and an overflow session in the high school audi-
torium, and nearly 1400 citizens voted. But at no time did the committee
offer candidatés of their own. In 1951 one citizen attempted to nominate
the opposition leaders from the floor. The chair ruled that'such nominees’
names could only be withdrawn in person. Mr. Dohrenwend, being
present, withdrew his name, but Mr, Kernan was not there, and re-
ceived 38 votes, the high-water mark of the opposition. :

Under a new state law of 1952, candidates in a school district must
now be nominated by petition signed by 25 voters ten days in advarice
of the meeting, Although the Citizens’ Committee had challenged the
two board members up for re-election to a public debate, charging them
with incompetence and irresponsibility, it took ne advantage of the legal
procediive available, and Mr. Malcolm Spence and Mrs Amelie Roths—
child were overwhelmingly re-elected, :

Many conservative citizens, no ‘dupes of communism, yet completely
out of sympathy with the methods of the Dohrenwend committee, had
counseled a policy of cautious silence. They hoped that if little public
attention were paid to the malcontents, their propaganda would fall flat,
and their activity be discouraged. Particularly they feared that efforts to
combat the committee would lead only to a dogfight between two self-
appointed groups, and would have a divisive effect on the community,
perhaps even arousing latent religious prejudices. But after three years
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Schools. It was felt by many, however,

of such forbearance, it became evident. to an increasing number that the
policy of the ostrich had failed. The Citizens’ Committee had shown no
disposition to close up shop. . i

- In February; 1952, a group of some 60 men and women, indignant
at the committee’s; smear attacks on respected persons, began meeting in
private -homes to discuss what could be done by way of community
measures to protect the freedom of the
schools as well as of individuals, With-
Kenneth M. Gould as temporary chair-
man, - a subcommittee of this group
drafted tentative objectives and plans
for a citizens’ council on public educa-
tion, along lines adopted in many com-
munities in: affiliation with the Nation-
al Citizens’ Commission on the Public

that Scarsdale was already over-organ-
ized, and that the really important
problems of the schools were amply provided for by official action. Com-
mittees appointed by the board and the administration were at this time
studying the problem of ‘consolidation with a neighboring school dis-
trict, the prospective school needs of the community for the next decade,
and the teaching of citizenship in the school cugriculum. There was also
a feeling on the part of some leaders that any action taken should be
initiated by the existing civic organizations and should have behind it
more legal authority than could be derived from a spontaneous group.

As a result of continued discussions, a steering committee of sixteen
members was formed, containing the presidents of the Town Club, the
Woman’s Club, the Parent-Teacher Council, and the League of Women
Voters, as well as scveral other leading citizens who had been active in
opposing the Committee of Ten. This steering committee stimulated ac-
tivity along three lines: (1) co-operation with the civic bodies; (2) pre-
paration of an open letter for publication; and (3) organization of plans
for the annual meeting of the school district on May 6.

The event that galvanized the community into immediate action
was the holding of a public meeting at the Edgewood School on March
27 under the auspices of the Citizens’ Committee, A permit for this
meeting had been granted by the Board of Education, in the belief it
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could do no less to maintain freedom of speech. The meeting packed
the school gymnasium with 600 peoplet most of whom were most
probably sympathizers with. the committee or curiosity seekers, though
citizens upholding the majority views of the community were also
present in considerable numbers. The only speakers were members of the
Citizens' Committecc—Messrs. Brustat, Dohrenwend, Kernan, Meehan,
and Marcus. Dr. Brustat, presiding, announced that there would be no
discussion from the floor, but that written questions might be submitted
and would be answered by the platform speakers. When this ruling was
challenged by several persons in the audience, Dr. Brustat ruled them
out of order and threatened to have them ejected. -

‘The speakers rehashed their whole indictment of Communist infil-
tration but brought forth no new facts. They insisted that none of their
charges: had ever been refuted by the school authorities. Fundamentally
their indictment was against the Board of Education which, because of
its legal authority, they held responsible for permitting questionable
books and speakers to enter the schools. The committee has never at-
tacked any specific teacher by name. ‘

In the question period it was.made clear that the committee regards
the Scarsdale school system as excellent in other respects. Its motives ap-
pear to be primarily anti-Communist and not critical of the general edu-
cational methods of the schools. In this it tends to differ from the pattern
of antischool ideology that has appeared in Pasadena, Englewcod, Port
Washington, Denver, and other American communities recently. In these
nation-wide attacks, local critics have frequently been incited by or allied
with various reactionary national organizations such as the National
Council for American Education, headed by Allen A. Zoll; the Educa-
tional Reviewer, edited by Mrs. Lucille Cardin Crain; the American

Education Association; and others.

The Scarsdale group has indignantly denied any connection with
these organizations, although Zoll in his bulletin last January made this
arrogant implication: “Scarsdale is practically the’ only battle our side
has not yet won, due to some local conditions which will be corrected
by the next round.” At any rate, the Scarsdale Citizens’ Committee has
never attacked the schools on grounds of economy, despite an exception-
ally high tax rate. Nor has it questioned the efficiency of the Scarsdale
schools in teaching “the three R’s,” nor complained of inadequate “dis-
cipline,” nor demanded the elimination of such vital educational ser-
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vices as art classes, health programs, guidance, intercultural education,”
and other progressive features often called “fads and frills.” Instead it
has single-mindedly pursued the goal of rooting out all traces of what it
believes to be subversive activities by Communists and fellow travelers.

The Edgewood meeting, while it undoubtedly influenced some on-
thefence attendants to accept the committee’s interpretation of the
school board’s record, convinced many more citizens that the time had
come for action. Its effect on the morale of the teaching staff was pro-
foundly destructive, and there was fear that a wave of resignations from
the professional staff might ensue. Superintendent Shaw, Principal Nel-
son, and the principals of the three elementary schools issued a joint state-
ment challenging the community to decide what kind of education it
wanted for its children, The four parent-teacher associations, the Wom-
an’s Club, and the League of Women Voters immediately passed strong
resolutions endorsing the Board of Education and condemning the
Committee of Ten. The board of governors of the Town Club, at the
instance of its president, Philip 1. Carret, and the chairman of its edu-
cation compittee, Robert Gordon, instructed that committee to make
a factual investigation and report on the activities of the Committee of
Ten; recommended that its members support the nonpartisan nominees
for the school board; and authorized funds for the printing and .mailing
of documents supporting the board.

The respect in which Dr. Otto Klineberg was held in the village,
already indicated by public statements from the Adult School, the Society
of Friends, and other bodies, was confirmed by his admission to member-
ship in the Town Club by unanimous vote of the board of governors.
About this time, also, considerable impetus was given to the community’s
resistance by a series of radio broadcasts on “The Battle for the Schools,”
conducted by Mrs. Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, of the New York Herald-
Tribune, over Station WMCA. On one broadcast devoted to Scarsdale,
tape-recorded interviews were presented with several community leaders,
including Mr. McAllister, former school board president; Mrs. Chalmers,
editor of the Inguirer; Mrs. Virginia Anderson, president of the League
of Women Voters; Rudolf Berle, a prominent lawyer; and Dr., Courtney
Brown. Mr, Dohrenwend, though invited to participate, declined to
take part. -

Meanwhile the steering committee was busy circulating “An Open
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Letter to the Board of Education and the Professional Staff of Union
Free School District No. 1,” which read in part as follows:
“We, the undersigned citizens of Scarsdale, wish to declare ourselves.

“We have confidence in the Board of Fducation, and we are grateful
; for their devoted service and for their personal sacvifices,
' ' “We abhor communism and everything connecied with it. We resent
' any implication that we are not alive to the dangers of Communist infil-
; triution. -

“We deplore the methods followed by the Committec of Ten, which
we believe are harming owr public schools and our village, . .. Suspicion
and’ distrust have been spread. Efforss have
 been made 10 magnify into gigantic propor-
tions isolated occufrences which, when taken
in decent perspective, do not diminish the
excellent and thoroughly American qudlity
of the education given by our schools.

“We pledge onrselves to exercise our fran-
chise as voters to maintain the competent, loy-
al, and patriotic administration of our public
schools.” _

A.coips of “minutewomen” organized by
Mirs. Albert 8. Swanson, president of the Par-

ent-Teacher Council, and other leaders, maintained a round-the-clock
headquarters in a central office building, and flying squadrons visited
the homes of the village to obtain signatures to this documient,
At the climactic meeting on May 6, when the nonpartisan candidates
. for the board were triumphantly se-elected, the open letter, signed by more
than 3100 citizens of Scarsdale and several hundred from neighboring
comtuunities, was presented to board President Robert G. Fuller by Ken-
neth Gould, “as a symbol of our continued assurance that the people of
Scarsdale understand, approve, and appreciate the kind of education you
are giving our children for mature democratic citizenship in a free com-
munity.” The board received a standing ovation from the 2000 citizens
present. '
At the same mecting Courtney Brown presented a resolution to es-
tablish permanent machinery for opposing future attacks. It empowered
the presidents of the four ‘major civic organizations to constitute them-
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selves an informal nucleus, to be expanded as needed, “to facilitate the
development of any future support that may be neceded for the schools
of our village” This resolution was passed by acclamation. No ong,
however, seriously expected it to put a period to the propaganda of the
Dohrenwend group.

‘The Board of Education, reluctantly finding it necessary to defend
its own record, had issued on April 24 a careful statement reviewing the
controversy and summarizing the principles to which it adheres in the
administration of the schools. Pointing out that there are authoritative
bodies, both federal and state, for the purpose of considering and acting
on evidence of subversive activities, it invited the Citizens’ Committee
to make use of these facilities. It stated that it used its best efforts to em-
ploy the most competent teachers and administrators available; that it
has never knowingly employed Communists or subversives; that having
employed men and women of outstanding character and ability, it placed
confidence in them and permitted them to exercise their own judgment
and assume responsibility for -administrative and instructional details;
that textbooks, library books, and speakers in strictly school programs
would continue to be selected as previously by the professional staff;
that the board would continue to permit responsible local groups to use
the school buildings; and that it would not investigate nor exercise cen-
sorship over speakers whom these groups invite,

‘These admirable principles of educational freedom and responsibil-
ity enunciated by the Scarsdale Board of Education may well serve to
close this report. They clearly express the clash of issues between the
forces of liberty and those of ohscurantism in cur public schools, 'The
board holds that books and speeches should be judged on the merit of
their content and the educational use that is made of them. The board
holds that individual citizens should be held innocent of subversive acti-
vity unless they have committed overt treasonable acts. The board holds
that educational practices should be developed and catried out by respon-
sible professional educators under legal authority, and while broadly
subject in policy to the approval of parents and tagpayers, should not be
dictated in detail by self-appointed minoritics. As long as these principles

are maintained by our public schools, the educational liberties of the
American people are secure,
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by LESTER W. NELSON

President of the Middle States Association of Col-
feges and Secondary Schools, and Principa]  of
Scarsdale High Scheol, New York, Lester W. Nel-
sofi, 34 Bd, recently piloted his teachers through a
period of public inguiry—the immediate source of
his present article, Last June the University con-
ferred on him its honorary Doctorate,

Attack on the Schools—
How Should It Be Met?

under attack from divers sources, The nature of these attacks is

not altogether new to American education, but the persistence and
virulence with which they are prosecuted has introduced a relatively new
challenge, giving ample reason to pause and reflect on their nature and
the means by which they may be met.

Of the various charges currently being lodged against our public
schools, perhaps the most significant and most difficult to meet is the
claim that our classrooms have been infiltrated by subversive docirines
and influences. Such charges are increasingly widespread, usually sur-
charged with strong emotional overtones, and therefore particularly dif-
ficult to evaluate by normal methods. Resort to reason alone, the principal
means by which education traditionally seeks solution to its problems,
frequently dogs not secure the response that it deserves. The abandon-
ment of reason, of course, is a fruitless surrender to fear or sheer expe-
diency. The writer’s experience in dealing with such problems has sug-
gested that we might well reconsider the entire relationship, especially the
techniques of mutual understanding, between the school and the com-
munity it serves.

However unfounded or unjust one may believe the attacks upon the
loyalty of our schools to be, either in general or in a particular case, it is
a serious mistake to disregard them or to reject them summarily. Mere
denial of charges, in itself, cannot win the day in an emotionally sur-
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charged atmosphere. Education is dedicated to the teaching of Truth
and to the eternal search for Truth, Truth may be found in many places,
and any assumption that teachers or school administrators are its sole
repository is to lay claim to an infallibility they should not care to em-
brace. Dedication to the search for Truth requires that teachers listen to
their critics, and seek to discover both their own ersors and the possible
wisdom which may be possessed by their critics. The defense of freedom
for one must not deny to others the inalienable right to the same freedom
for themselves. It demands a willingness to listen, the obligation to con-
sider, and the duty to reason. The defense of freedom and the principles
underlying it are not weakened by seeking to discover Truth wherever it
may be found. To a major degree, effectiveness in meeting attacks on our
schools will depend upon the mental and emotional attitudes with which
such attacks are confronted. Quite possibly this is the most significant
consideration to be kept constantly in mind.

A common denominator which appears to be present in many of the
current attacks on our teachers, especially those which allege subversive
infiltration in our classrooms, is the attribution of motives to account for
the alleged basis of the attacks, With alarming frequency, the critics
charge that the conditions of which they complain are the direct result of
deliberate intent to subvert, thus placing school personnel under direct
attack. Too infrequently do"the critics recognize the factor of human
fallibility or the normal differences of strongly held opinions among hon-
est men. It may be reasonably held that, among intelligent people, there
is a direct relationship between one’s acts and one’s motives, but that
critic seems a bit authoritarian who attributes to others the identical
motives by which he, himself, might have been actuated in making a
giver: decision or performing a given act. It is especially important that
ih meeting the criticisms leveled at our schools, school people themselves
do not fall into the error of false attribution which they may feel is the
peculiar province of their critics. If they become easy prey to this tempta-
tion, the only alternative to reason is the breeding of suspicion. The reso-
lution of problems cannot be had without adequate communication; sus-
picion is a most destructive barrier to communication.

A further basic responsibility of teachers and school administrators is
the recognition that American public education belongs to the people.
Our schools are not the private preserve of the professional persofinel
who administer them. It is proper and necessary, if our schools are to
enjoy that degree of confidence and support from the public without
which they could not exist, that public interest and discussion be. encour-
aged and supported. Healthy public interest and sound support of our
schools imply precisely that kind of discussion in which many shades of
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opinion concerning education will be expressed. Schools cannot surely
deserve and maintain confidence and support unless they exemplify them-
selves an understanding of this basic principle of tolerance for the opin-
ions of others while holding firm to the principles in which they them-
selves believe. It is through the process of public discussion and group
decision that freedom must be defended and preserved. It must not be
the role of schools to obstruct such discussion nor, when such discussion
has led to group decision, to refuse to recognize the basic character of
the process, Rather, it is the role of education to contribute to that dis-
cussion and to bring to bear upon it the weight of considered beliefs and
informed opinions. Here again, for the schools to reject this principle is
for them to fall into the error of those laymen who, having had full oppor-
tunity to participate in the decision-making process, refuse to accept the
decision in good faith or to abide by the decision. It would be a sorry
situation indeed, if education, which is dedicated to the preservation and
expansion of our freedoms, should betray that trust through its refusal
to recognize the issues involved,

These, then, are three important attitudes which schools must foster
if they are to be effective in meeting and dealing with attacks upon them:
first, the avoidance of hostility toward criticism, even when the criticism
may appear to be unjust or unfounded; second, the rejection of an ap-
proach to conclusions through mere attribution of motives with its in-

evitable fostering of suspicion and the obstruction of commurication;

third, full approval of free and public discussion of issues and participa-
tion in the discussion. These considerations have to do with attftudes;
they do not have to do with techniques, or the practical means by which
criticisms may be met and resolved. There are numerous and varied
techniques at the disposal of schools, of which the following have proved
their importance and effectiveness,

There is a natural human tendency to be critical of those factors or
institutions in our society which affect us most directly and constantly.
Education is one of those institutions constantly present in the public
mind, Parents are affected because their children are attending our
schools. Parents are affected, too, as are all citizens, because our schools
are financed through public taxation or private support. All citizens are
affected because schools are the one most important instrument for
teaching the basic skills, learnings, and attitudes of citizens.

The degree and quality of the criticism of our schools bear a direct
relationship to the knowledge and understanding of our educational pur-
poses possessed by parents and the public generally. It cannot reasonably
be hoped that our schools will be above criticism; we have a right to hope,
however, that criticism, on the whole, will be intelligent and informed.
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Such a hope is mere wishful thinking, however, unless it be supported by
active and intelligent efforts on the part of schools to keep their commu-
nities well informed about their programs. It seems reasonable to place
this responsibility, in the first instance, on the schools. Intelligent infor-
mation and clarifying interpretation of the school’s philosophy, policies,
program, and procedures is an indispensable prerequisite for community
understanding and support. The specific means by which this may be
accomplished in any particular community will vary but, insofar as pos-
sible, every reasonable effort must be made to include a maximum of
direct and personalized contact between parents and school personnel,
Public understanding of the educational program is derived quite as much
from the appraisal gained through such contacts, as from other less direct
sources of information. Public confidence is based more on the people
who staff our schools than on any other single factor, In this observation
may well be found the key to the strong core of support on which our
schools must rely in titnes of crisis. _

It must be remembered, too, that constant change takes place in our
modern schools. To those whose daily opportunity it is to work in our
classrooms, these changes are accepted as natural and inevitable. It is
easy to Torget that what appears to be a normai amount of change, to
those who are daily involved in it, may appear otherwise to those who
hold less immediate and constant relationship to it. It may not be as-
summed, therefore, that the policy of an occasional report to the commu-
nity may be safely or intelligently followed. The need is constant, both
because the school changes and, equally important, the community
changes. Most American communities today undergo a degree of change
in population and in attitudes which, even a generation ago, might have
appeared as startling. New residents, new parents, need the same basic
information now that other parents needed last year and the year be-
fore. Thus, the information to be furnished is not resiricted to an-
nouncements of changes in the school program, but must include the
repetition of information which has been provided many times before.

There is considerable experience to support the observation that
schools have been generally more adept and effective in furnishing infor-
mation about program and procedures, than in stating clearly the philoso-
phy and principles on which the program is ‘predicated. It is significant
that, in times of major criticism of our schools, it is this lack of clear
understanding of purpose and objective which rises to plague our school-
men. Too frequently schools content themselves with providing the com-
munity with information that a course in American History s required
of all pupils, for example, but neglect to indicate the strong purposes back
of such a requirement. Furthermore, even if the reasons for the require-
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ment are stated in intelligent fashion, there is a failure to focus attention
on the fact that the school does not rely on the course in American His-
tory alone to accomplish the stated objective, but utilizes a host of other
means to contribute to it, Failures in this respect seem to be due, not
alone to piecemeal information but to piecemeal thinking as well,
Americans are rightfully concerned about the way in which their
scheols are meeting the challenge of Communism and other authoritarian,
conspiratorial, and foreign doctrines which seek to destroy our Amemcau
hetitage. They have a right to expect that their schools shall both teach
and practice the American heritage, effectively and enthusiastically. There
can be no reasonable criticism of those who so believe. School people
have the right and the obligation to express that belief, strongly and un-

© equivocally, making known their own strong convictions and faith, as

well as the means by which they seek to accomplish this high objective.
Herein lies the opportunity and obligation to emphasize the positive
approach of our schools. Defensive tactics, aimed at meeting criticisms
already voiced, is not the desired role for our schools. Positive and
affirmative profession and action are needed.

It seems to be inherent in the American nature to hold devoted alle-
giance to a faith in our basic institutions, including our schools, and in
their public and professional servants. At the same time, it is equally true
that, while we respect the “professionals,” we as laymen are likely to
regard ourselves as equally competent to determine and to criticize the
pfogram and services which our public servans, officials; and profes-
sionals contribute to society. This would seem to be fundamental to our
way of life, as the right to freedom of speech and freedom of opinion. It
should not be curtailed or criticized. The fact, however, frequently pre-
sents school personnel with a dilemma. How do they respond to the
criticisms and demands of the public whom, in a very real way, they
serve and, at the same time, preserve their professional integrity and
responsibility to render the most effective service of which they are
capable by reason of their training and experience?

Attempts to resolve this dilemma suggest the use of two resources that
are available in every community. If teachers really desire to make their
professional competence most effective, their efforts must be directed
toward taking those whom they serve in full partnership in planning, A
more intelligent and better informed community will result from such
partnership, mutually entered into, than can possibly result from the same
ultimate decisions when they are arrived at solely by the professionals
alone. The creative imagination and resources which exist in every com-
munity are rich “acres of diamonds,” needing only the prospector’s skill
and patience to discover and mine, [t is often surprising to those having




36 THE GeneraL Magazing anp Historicar, CHRONICLE

an initial experience in this field of community cooperation to discover
the degree of understanding of school problems which the average citizen
has. Such a process has a twofold value. Not only does it result in a
generally sounder decision than would otherwise have been probable but,
of equal importance, it is self-creative of the very understanding and
support they seek. Although technical skill on the part of the professional
is important in the process, the spitit with which such cooperative action
is undertaken is of much greater importance.

A by-product of this cooperative process frequently assumes a signi-
ficance fully as productive of confidence and support as the actual deci-
sfon #tself. Participation in a decision gives the participant a certain vested
interest in that decisior. When criticisms arise, as they surely will, the
voices raised in support are multiplied many times, in their number and
strength, over that which the professional staff alone could muster. In
communities which have been fortunate enough to experience the fruits
of this approach to problems, the major strength of the schools in times
of crisis has frequently been found to be in the community itself rather
than in the school alone. In their defense of principles, schools lose much
that is most enduring if they ignore the freedom to utilize the resources of
their community as well as their professional personnel. .

Nor is it only at the planning stages that utilization of community
resources is productive of strength. Human talents and experience are
available in rich degree in every community, open to the tapping by the
school which wishes. The modern school does not seek to set or maintain
an Iron Curtain barrier against the community it serves. Rather, it reaches
out and actively secks to draw into its classrooms, as well as its counclls,
the wealth of coniribution which parents and citizens can make to the
education of children. ‘It is as undesirable, as it is impractical, to operate
a modern school on any basis of isolation from the community. Educa-
tion seeks to remove barriers to learning and understanding. Programs
which emphasize insulation againist or isolation from the community are
almost certain to store up eventual crises. There is no novelty or original-
ity in the above statement. The interests of the school are best served
when doors are opened to adult citizens, as well as children, and when
means are found through which their entry is produchve of active partici-
pation in its program,

A natural corollary to bringing the community into the school is the
active role played by the school as a part of the community, Few modern
schools fail to make active and fruitful contributions to community life.
Children in school are being prepared not only for the role of active citi-
zens tomorrow; they are a vital and important part of the community
today. What young people can do to inform their elders about their
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+ schools and to interpret them to the community, frequently surpasses the

achievement of the professional staff itself. What even the most intelli-
gent observer in our schools may miss, is frequently clearly demonstrated
by those same boys and girls in the channels offered them for community
service, How better can the achievements of our schools be demonstrated,
espectally in their efforts to teach our American heritage and the princi-
ples of good citizenship, than by the identification of the school in the
functioning life of the community? In their desire to utilize the resources
of the community, it is important that schools regard the opportunity for
community service as one of the most important.

Attention has been focused on three attitudes which are essential for
our schools to maintain if they hope to meet successfully the criticisms to
which they are subject. Certain types of action on the part of our schools
have been indicated which, if wisely followed, dre best calculated to
reduce criticism and attack or, in the face of such attack, are likely to be
bulwarks of strength. There is a third area of consideration, derived from
experience, which deserves attention.

The experience of our forefathers in defending their freedoms and in
fighting to make them secure, gave birth to some of the most magnificent
prose to be found in our language. The enunciation of principles forming
the foundation of our American heritage was not the result of mere intel-
lectual exercise or the rephrasing of philosophical concepts, Written very
clearly into the language of our founding documents is living experience
of those whose hands penned the words, Qur founding fathers believed
in those things we hail as our freedoms and our American way of life,
not as an abstraction but as something born of personal experience, They
had faced the kind of society under which freedom had been deniéd and
they had learned, through stern necessity, its significance and impostance.
It is not given to every generation nor to all individuals in any generation,
perhaps, to learn these same verities through direct personal experience.
To each individual, however, is given the responsibility to understand the
meaning of freedom and the ways through which it may be maintained.

It is assumed that few of us cherish the experience of being under
criticism or attack. Yet, if we learn more clearly the meaning of the

- things we profess to believe, by reason of the necessity to defend and

explain them, the understanding of such principles may be kept the
brighter and keener. One may not willingly admit to inadequate under-

_ standing of the principles he professes, especially under circumstances

which have not called for their defense, but he may well hold a just and
humble pride that, under the lash of attack upon them, he has learned
more fully their true meaning. The process of personal identification
with Truth and-the defense of it, while challenging, is also rewarding.
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One may well believe that his faith remains focused on the same princi-
ples as before, that he emerges from a crisis with no different faith, while
understanding better than ever before the faith that is in him. Such
experiences, strengthening as they do the things by which one lives,
likewise enable one to articulate more surely and convincingly the es-
sence of that faith and the reasons for it. This is a great gain, not only
for the individual but for the school and community he serves, It is
good to believe; it is important that one be able to impress-others with
the source and reasons for that belief. Teachers must be believers. It is
their great opportunity to imbue others with the spirit of believing and
to be able to communicate to them the reasons for their faith.” If attacks
on-our schools can résult in the strengthening of our American principles
and, at the same time, give increased vitality and improved articulation to
them, we have no occasion for discouragement or for fear. Our schools
will be the stronger and our personal effectiveness will gain in stature.

PARADOX

My enemy is dust; .

A part of earth lies he;

But every wind returns

His face to me.
My love is in my arms,
Our very hearts entwine,
And yet 1 cannot say
That be is mine.

My enemy is dead,

But will not let me smile;

The boulder of his hate

Blocks every mile. -

My love does hand in hand,

We draw a single breath,

And yet in all my dreams

T fear bis death,

In every falling star,
In every faded rose,
All lovely things depart—
The loved one goes.

EstHER Woop, *40 G
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DANGER’S AHEAD

IN THE

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

df sorﬁebody is attacking your child’s teachers and textbooks, find

out what he’s after. It may be the ruination of public education .
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This makeshift wooden eniex is @ Michigan class-
roem. Hysterical atlacks on medern education often
blind taxpayers to practical problems such as this
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. Epitow's xore: In the Sepiember issue of
McCarx's Mr. Bainbridge pointed out that our

public-school system is plagued rot only by &
crucial shortage of funds and leachers but by
an altuck on the teuchers’ right io freedom of
speech. Herewith he analyzes the basic problems
of our public schools ond tells what individual
citizens car do about them.

A?Emw}:mmc'dieease that threatens to reach
epidemio .proportions has infecled ths
public schools of America. Tt has alveady
struck in scores of communities from coast to
coast, It is spreading et a gallop. It contam-
inates the rich and peor community alike; and
its effects are malignant,
. The disease does nat attack the bedy but,
rather, the mind and the spirit. It preduces un-
resoning fear and hysteria, It causes distrust
and animosities among the citizens and toward
the schools. It impairs the morale of teachers
and .administrators, It ereates in studenls a
paralyzing apathy toward exploring contre.
versial subjects, Its over-all effect is to induce
conformity and rigidity of thought. i

The virns that causes the enfeehiing disease
has not been isolated. Mo doubt it s not one
virus but several, involving social, political,
economic and religious matters. However ob-
seure the cruses of the disease may be, its symp.
toms are clear, They take the form of efforts to
censor textbooks; ban speakers; standardize
the curriculum; eliminate teaching ahout Com-
munise, the United Nations and other topics;
diseredit present teaching methods; and
change the pattern of teaching from ome thet
educates to one that indoctrinates.

Many of these symptoms have appeared in
Searadale, New York, o sedate and heautiful

subuirh some thirty-five minutes.by train from
Manhattan, Situated in the wealthiest county
in the stite, the village has a population of
14,500, of whom 81 per cent voted Republican

in the 1948 Presidential election, So many -

outstanding business and professional men
live in Scarsdale that it has a higher propor-
tion of its residents listed in Whe's Who than
any other incorporated locality in the United
States, Scarsdale is properly proud of its pub.
lic-school system, whick, with those of Bronx.

ville, New York, and Winnetka, Illinois, fs-

ranked the best in the country,

While acknowledging that the schools are
“otherwise excellent,” n small group of Scaxs.
dale residents for more than thres years has
persistently charged that the school system has
been infiltrated by Communism, The allegation
was first publicly made in the fall of 1949 by
a group calling itself the Committes of Ten.
(Though it later took the more impressive name
of the “Scarsdale Citlzens Committee,”’ it is
still generally referzed to in the village by its
ariginal title.)

The Committee’s most active leader is n
Searsdale resident named Olto E. Dohren-
wend, a Manhattan broker and father of five
chiidren, He has seid tiat his special interest
in Communism dates from 1947, when he
served on & federal grand jury investigating
Commantst activities. At a P.T.A, meeting in
1948 he objected to the appearance on the bul-

letin board in a fifth-grade classreom of a

photogreph of two knights in armor that a
chiid had olipped from Life. Dohrenwend
termed this an indication of Communist in-
filtration into the Scarsdale school system he-

. cuuse the photograph had appeared in a Life

story showing how
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])A:NGEII’S AMEAD
IN THE
PUBLIC SCIOOLS

Ttalian Communists used medieval
ceremonies for propaganda purposes.
~ Closely asseciated with Dohrenwend
the Committee has heen the Rever-

Ad William C. Kernan, for many
years assistant 1o the rector of Scars.
dale's Protestant Episcopal Church of
St, James the Less. Fifty-two and the
father of six chiidren, Kernan Ieft that
post last Mzy to become a Roman
Catholic. Another Scarsdsle clergy-
man astivs on the Committee is the
Reverend August W. Brustat, pastor
of the Ttinity Lutheran Church, The
Committee  has never dlsclosed its
membership, nor have its two leading
members heen receptive to ialking to
reporters about school matters, In a
broadcast a few months ago over radie
station WMCA, Mrs. Dorothy Dunbar
Bromley, a wellknown New York
journalist, reported that Dohrenwend,

while declining to be interviewed, had .

informed her by phone that the Com-
mities had twenty-five membaers,

The battle of the books

In September, 1949, Dohrenwend
opened tEc publio attack when he ap-
peared, accompanied by his Inwyer, at
the first fsll meeting of the schoal
‘hoard and hurled a barrage of sharp
questions about the mathod of select:
ing textbocks and high-school library
hooks, He expressed particular con-
cern over hooks by “left-wing” av-
thors, singling out for detailed Inguiry
a postry anthelogy edited by Louis
Untermeyer and the novels of Howard
Fast. 'The latter's works were to
achieve such local fame as the months
went' by thit it wae practically impos-
“sibls to buy or borrow them either in
Scarsdals or in neighboring White
Plains..
At the next school-board meeting,

which was attended by some fifty peo.-

ple, Dohrenwend sgain appeared, this

;ma accompanied by Kernan, who led
Jje attack, He sppke strongly agatnst
fetaining or placing in the high-schaol
libraxy any books by “Communist or
Fascist apologists”” He censured in
particular the works of Fast and Un-
termeyer as well as these of Shirley
Greham and Anna Louise Strong. He
‘alse expressed the opinion that any
wark praclicing hate should be
banned, a category in which, since
they have been used.to promote anti-
Semitism, Shakespeare’s The Mer-
chant of Venice and Dickens’ Oliver
Twist could be included.

Kernan's remarks touched off a
heated debate, during which many of
those present rose to defend the tradi-
tional practice of allowing teachers of
unquestioned Joyalty 1o select hooks
atcording to their best judgment, The
argument.waxed hot over the guestion
of whether a beok should be judged by
its content or by the reputation and
toyalty record of its author, At one
point, board president A. Chaunce
Newlin, a New York lawyer, snid, ©
don't eare & hoot what & man's poli-
tics or religion are if he writes a good
book.” He was applanded, Kernan
replied that Mewlin was attempting to
beclond the issue, “I'm surprised that
I have to come here, sir, to give you a
Iecture on Communism,” Kernan said,

Shortly after this meeting Kernen
addressed the Scarsdala post of the
Ameriean Legion, which passed a reso-
lution calling for the banning from the
schoals of hooks by “feftists.” Com-
munity leaders, who had watched the
activities of the Committes of Ten with
mouating concsrn but had refrained
jrom entering the controversy for fear

of magnilying it, decided that the at-
{air now catled for their direct par-
tieipation.

Few communities are more civic-

. winded than Scarsdale. The core of its

civic efforts are the Town Club, to
which some 900 Scarsdale men-belong,
and the Woman's Club. which has
abont 1.000 members. The president
of the Town Club, & lawyer named

Rubert Gurden. took the inftistive in

calling together the heads of several
other community groups to draft a
statement supporting the schools, This
deolaration of confidence was signed
by eighty-one prominent’ Scarsdsle
residents. inelading Chatles E, Wilson,
president of the General Electric Com-
nany; Allan Sproul, president of the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York;
and Harry E. Humphries, Jr., presis
dent of the United States Rubber Com-
pany.

The signed statement was published
in mid-Octeber on page one of the
Searsdale Inguirer, & first-class weekly
newspaper owned by the Woman's
Club.

“We do not minimize the dangers of
Communist and Fascist indoctrina-
tion.” the statement began, “hut we
want to meet these dangers in the
American Wway. -

“e live in a democratic state. We
are the inheritors of & tradition that
has encouraged = dynzmic develop-
ment in our inteliectual as well as our
material life. Thet tradifion has heen
based on a tolerance that has not
feared 1o permit independent thought,
A state that feers lo 'permit the ex-
ﬁressiun of views alternative to these

eld by the mejority is a state that
does not trust jrsell , . .

“Any sensible person would agree
that there are risks involved in allpw-
ing young persons relatively free ac-
cess to a wide Tange of reading ma-
tezial. Ol course there are.risks. But

e belipvesthere, are: preater-xisks in

* ghy alternalive procedure, Surely we
ave npt, as a people, lost the courage
to take the risks that are necessary for
the preservation of freedom.

*A system ol censorship of materiais
and ideas smacks of methods used by
Communist and Fascist 'states and de-
feats the very purpose of the’ Bill of
Rights as weil as the purpese of edu-

. catign.”

The Committee of Ten was not im-
pressed. Throughout the fall and win-
ter the battle-of the books raged with
increasing fury. Monthly bonrd meet.
ings, now usually attended by be-
tween two and thrée hundred people
and held in the high-school gymna-
sium, became boistercus and acrimoni.
ous s members of the Committes
persistently reiterated their charges.
Hours were devoted to heated dis
cussion of Howard Fast's Citizen Tom
Paine, which was denounced by one
Committee memhber as “an offense
against God and a had example to the
young.” Alfter a committee composed
of tha keads of the high-school Epglish
and social studies departments ang the
librarian had made an extensive study
of the book, the board-announced ils
decision to retain it in the library, This
prompted Kernan to obsetve that “the
beard had gone -on record in direct
contradiction o the teschings of the
church.,” ¥ernan's declaration, in
turn, prompied the Reverend Edward
C. Boynton, then minister of the Con-
gregational Church in Scarsdale, to re-
mark in a letier to the Inguirer: "It is
not glesr from bir. Kernan's use of the
words 'the church’ exactly for whom
he speaks .authoritatively. T avoid
any misunderstanding because of my
profession as a Minister, [ state sim-
ply, Mr. Kernan does not speak for
me,"”

By the spring of 1950 the contro-
versy had been endlessly discussed at

hoard meetings, at dinner parties, on

the commuting trains and in reams of
Jetters published in the Inguirer. Tt
was widely hoped in Scarsdale that
the schoolhoard election in May,
would provide the means of settling
the issue. Three incumbent members
wers up for re-election. Sinee they
were ot opposed, It was evident that
the size of the vote by which they were
reteened would be a fair indication of
the extent of the coramunity's con-
fidence in the hoard and, by extension,
in the scheols,

The endorseinznt was overwhelming.
Whereas a toial of 58 votes had been
cast the previous year, 1,060 were cast
in 3950. Each of the three candidates
—a prominent lawyer and two well-
known husiness executives—was Te-
turned by more than 1,080 votes, Six-
teen blank hallots were cast, and Doh-
renwend and Kernan each polled one
write-in vote.

Barde seiil rages

Anyone who thought that this cleax
expression of community opinian
would dampen' the ardor of the Com-
mittes of Ten soon discovered his mis.
take, On the contrary, the rebufl
seemed te act as a spur 1o more zeal-
ous activity, which has continued down
te the present,

While repeatedly hammering at the
books it hes been criticizing since
1949, the Committes has concentrated
its recent altack on a few speakers and
one entertainer who have appesred in
the Scarsdzle schools. ‘Much of this
hattle has been waged'in print, The
school board, after Iistening to verbsal
attacks at its monthly meetings for
more than a year and devoting one
special two-and-ahalf-hour meeting
listening to more, finally ruled that
any additional presentations by the
exitics would have to he made in writ-
ing, so that the beevd would ‘have

. time to conduct its regular business.

The Cominittee. bitterly protested that
this ruling denfed ‘them freedom of
specch. It hes pressed its recent at-
tack in a flood of letters published in
the Inguirer, in one full-page paid ad-
vertisement in that paper (another was
.decliried on the ground that it was
libelous) and in numerous well-
printed broadsides widely circulated in
the community.

In addition the Committee has held
ons Euhlio meeting, put on lust Macch
in the gymnasium of the Edgewood
School. Tt was held, according to the
Reverend Brustat, who presided, “at
the repeated request of numerous
neighbors,” TFour other Committes
mémbers appeared on the platform,
including Dohrenwend and Kernan,
wha dolivered the principal speeches.
Ne member of the audience, which
filled the gymnasium, was allowed to
comment from the floor. After several
had tried, Brustat snapped, “If one
moze person tries to Lalﬂ from the au-
dience I'will adjourn the meeting.”
‘Written questions, collected by ushers
and presented to, the panel, were per-
mitted. When one member of the an-

. dienga protested that his question had

been incorfectly interpreted he was
told by Brustat te sit down or ushers
would escort him from the room.

“In theic prepared speeches Dohren-
wend and Kernan reviewed in detail
the history of the charges of “Com-
munist infltration” they had made
during the previous three years, Ker-
nan said that the attitude of the school
hoard toward the evidence submitied
by the Commiztee had been “indiffer-
ent and ireesponsible . . . Meanwhile,?
he added, “the parade of Commu-
nists and Communist fellow travelers
through the public scheol buildings
has continned.”” Dolrenwend also
charged 'the board with dereliction of

duty. “Its amazing ‘united front’
against cur efforts to prevent Com-
munist infiltration,” ke said, "is 1 long
1ecord of failure in its tyust for our
dearest possessions: the minds and
souls of our children.”

At the comelusion of the speeches
Rudolf Berle, & lawyer who lives in
Searsdale, a staunch Republican and
a former lieutenant-colonel in Army
Intelligence, rose in the audience to
ask if he would be permitted to ex-
prass an opinion. He was cryptically
told no, He sat down, ohserving that
it was “obviously a gagged meeting.”
While this exchange was taking place,
a Scarsdnle resident in the andlence
overheatd m woman sitting nearby say
—ag ¢he pointed at Berle—to her
small child, “See, there’s & Commu.
nist! That’s the way they talki”

During the question period Kernan
was asked to “inform us of any Cem-
munist that you know in Scarsdale,”
Kernan replied, “The best way to an.
swer thal question is this, to keep our-
selves to the point. The point i this,
that the Citizens Committeo has pre-
sented for three years evidence to
show that beoks written by Commu-
nists are used in the sehools; that
Communists and Communist{ronters
have the school buildings open to them
and that other forms indicating Com.
munist infiltration are at hand. That
being the case, T want to keep this dis-
cusston on the point, which is-not do
I know any members of the Commu-
nist pacty in Scarsdale.. .

Kernan, was also asked to “name one
student or graduate of Scarsdale
sthools who has become.a Communist
or a sabversive.” Me replied, "I can-
not name ¢ns sush student, but that
again is not germane 1o the subject
* He went on to reiterate his

charge that “known emissaries” of the
\ “Communist conspitacy’” had been

permitted to use Searsdale school
- buildings. .-

\

Cf;argu r;:fulzd

Ten days afier the mesting Scars-
dale’s syperintendént of schools, Archi-
bald B. Shaw;whe had many times he-
fore vigorously defended the Ioyalty
and integrity of his entire staff, ‘an-
swered the latest reiteration of Yhe
Committee’s charges. His remarks
were made extemporaneously hefore
the April meeting of the school hoard,
attended by some 200 pexsons, aud
he was given a rising ovation..

Gharacterizing the charges as “total
Iy unfounded and despicable,” Shaw
pointed out that in the preceding three
years more than 200 ficn and women,
not part of the schools’ stafls, had
spoken to high-school students in as-
sentblies, conferences and other meet-
ings; that the number was even Jarger
in the elementary schools; that over -
500 assembly progeams had been held
Jn the four schools, many of which in-
volved the use of ¢itizons outsidé of
the schools; that the P.T.A. had held
more than 100 meetings; that the
Adult School had conducted some 500
class sessions; that more than 3,000
bocka had heen purchased for the
schooi librarips (which contain some
20,000 titles); and that some 15,000
books, by several hundred authors, had
been bought for class use,

In view of those statistics, Shaw

- said, *, ., it is noteworthy that in
these years two Adult School lectures,
one P.T.A. speaker (for neither oE
which do¢ board or school staff proper-
Iy assume responsibility), ono pareot
speaker and one assembly program
have heen criticized-have served as a
base for the grave accusation of Com-
munist infiltration, .

“Ne fault has -been found, evea
after sorupuleus note-taking by critics




present, with the supervision of the
staff, the content of the speeches nor
the presentation of thp performer, The
case hes rested solely on alleged
earlier assueintione of the spenkers, or
performer.” : i

Shaw sald thet three courses were
“ngn tu the schouvl sdministration, “We
" shut the door on all perents and

Lens, out oul sl assembly pro-
grams, slose the libraries, teach only
the barest of what is universally ac-
cepted 15 facl.

"Or we can accepl only those gpeak-
ers, those programs and those backs,
and tench only thoss inlerpretations
and altitudes which Mr. Dohrenwend's
group will endorse unanimously and
unreservediy,

“Or we can go on with the present
rich, meaningful program designed to
serve oflr sociely and cur Ameriea
through the fuigesi development of
vach individusl; through the widest
awakening in each of an appreciation
of fis grest heritage and his unique
role; and throngh the strongest under-
girding of his knowledge of, and faith

in, his sel, his feliow man and his

God.

“This last ceurse Is increasingly dif.
ficult. It is even unreasonably hazard.
ous professionaily. But it is the pnly
course’] ¢an i all conscience recom-
mend . ..

“Teachers, principals and superin.
tendenis ' have earnestiy sought to
serve the community’s ideals and theix
own. They should know now whether
and how these ideals diverge. They
deserve o be told again by the board
and by the community it represents.
They must be told clearly and de-
cisively.”

They were so' told, agaln, at the
school-board. election . last May, At
tendance gt the mesting set a record,

*with 1,392 persons registering to vote

—200 mere than the year before, The
Committee nf Ten failed to put up a
slate of candidates, to the general dis-
appointment of Scarsdale school sup-

perters, who felt that an opposition

<late would Have helped to resolve the
antroversy acsording 1o traditional
merican custom, {Afier the election
che Committee publiply seoffed at the
results because only one siate of can.

" didates.had been offered.) The three

hoard members who were re-elected—
a vice-president of a New York bank,
an engineer and the wife of a clothing
manufeoturer, together with one new
member, & lawyer—each received more
thar 1,350 votes. There were 26 write-
in votes, of which half were cast for
members of the Committee of Ten.
Brustat regeived 6, Dohirenwend 3 and
Kernan 2. Two other critics received
nne vote apiece.

Threc weeka siter the election the
Scarsdale Teachers Association held
its anpusl dinner meeting, at which
the guest of honer and principal
speaker was Edward Scheidt, special
agent in charge of the New York.
office of the FBI. Though he did
not refer to the Jocal controversy, his
appearence was interpreted by a great
many people in Scarsdale as an indi.
catien that the FBI does not view
their village with alarm.

The Committee of Ten, however,
has put the citizens of Scarsdale on
notice that 3t has no intention of
relaxing its labors. In a broadside
issued after the last school-board elec.
tion. the Committee, terming the.elec.
tion a_“hollew victory,” warned the
school board “to keep the Commu.
nist conspiracy in any and-all of
its devious forms and phases out of
our Scarsdale schools in the future,
And if not—well, you will doubtiess
hear more, much wmore, [rom the
Citizens Committea and their vast
silent following in Scarsdale, all

threats of intimidation to the con.
teary notwithstanding.”

Teachers® morale Jowered

After three years of sustained at.
tack, the Scarsdals schael system is
still one of the country’s best, but
it could not fail' 1o show signs of
domage. The morals of the whole
school stafl has heen sharply low-
ered, Teachers are genuinely fright.
erced lest thoy any or do something,
not only in the classroom but in their
socisl contagts, that might be mis.
interpreted by the critics’ watchmen.,
On mary occnsions tenchers have
found the very fact that they work
in the Scarsda{e schools makes them
suspect in the eyes of certain new
accijuainlances. The infilication of fear
is bound to heve a bad effect on the
quality ef instrustion and in addition
may well cBuse a newly gradunted
teacher to think twice before accept-
ing & post in Scarsdale.

The damage, as Superintendent
Shaw has said, is even greater. “Fvery
Scarsdalian is losing a little of the
pleasure of living in a penceful com-
munity , ., Every property owner is
losing a litile of the value of his
heme as the reputation of the com-
munity ahd perticularly of its public
schools suffers even so unjustly.
Evary child of every parent is losing
a little of the extra frapetus hitherta
given his educational and vocationsl
future by the long-held and widely
spread regard for Scarsdale's schools.

“Every American citizen is losing
a little of hig valued and responsible
Igeedom with-the shrinkege in pres-
tige, which guarantees a subsequent
shrinkage in the quality of the puhlic
schools——which have been-and are an
fmportant bulwark of Americanism,
the eornerstone of free democratic so-
ciely,”

JFight sprecdys over I:’.S.-

The kind of intellectual vigilantism
aloot in Scarsdule kas spread amcross
the nation. 1t has invaded the public
schools in Houston and in other Texas
clitfes, and it is thriving in Seuthern
California, It has raised its head in
many other communities, such as Fn-
dignapolis, Indiena; Englewcod, New
Jersey; Chicago, Illinels; New Haven,
Conneeticet; Atlants, Georgin; Battle
Creek, Michigan; and: Portland, Ore-
gonj to name & few,

Under the guise of fighting Com-
munism, sel:constituied committees
of citizens are attempting—in some
chses with notably successful resalts
~1p remove frgm the public schools
all aspects of the educational program
that do not coineide with their per
sonel prejudices. Textbooks are the
chief point of attack. The charge
that ‘they are slanted toward favoring
the caollectivist philosephy is the main
complaint,

An exhibition of censorship in its
rawest form occurred tarly this year
in Sapulpa, Oklahoma (pep. 13,000),
until then mainly known as the girl-
hood home of Mrs. Thomas E. Dewery,

A resident of Sapulpa named Mrs,
B. G Hamilton, o great-grandmother
and chairman of & woman’s ecivio
group, was appoitied hy the local
school bourd to head n committee of
teachers, parents and civic leaders to
make an investigation of &Il high-
school text and library books. After
devoting six months to the chore, the
committee concluded that some half.

ozen books in the library were oh-
jeciionable, either because, aceording
to Mrs, Hamilton, they favored So.
cialism or "used improper language
in the presentation of the books'
idens,” The condemned books were

sccordingly hurned by Charles Hart-
man, vice.president of the schoel

bourd, “There is nothing un-American .

or communistic or fascistic in our
textbooks, you may be sure® Hart-
man said afterward,

Neither Mrs, Hamillon nor the
school board has released the titles
of the books destroyed, Others con-
cerned have hinted the! ene of the
books was Dr. Frank Magruder's
American  Goverament—"You know
the one Fulton Lewis, Jr., mentioved
in his broadcasts.” The Magruder
text wonld have been a likely can-
didate' for banishment, It has been
the leading texthook terget of seif-
appointed censoring groups all over
the. country. The adtacks on it offer
an iliuminating exemple of censorship
in action.

The Mogruder eate

Mow in its thirty-fifth edition,
Magruder's American Government has
been a classie in fts field for over
a quarter of & century. & is in. use
in all 48 states and in 1,707 of the
2,317 schools offering courses in
American government, making it over-
whelmingly the most widely vsed text
in its fieid. Its author, the late Frank
Abbott Megruder, waa for thirtytwo
years hefore lis death professor of
political science at Oregon State Col-
lege, a devout churchman and a phi-
lanthropist, He used most of the royal-
ties from the book, gmounting to some
$20,000 apnually, to.support s camp
for children who had been vietims
of in'fgnu'lg. paralyais.

The current attacks on the Ma-
grudér text stem from & review of the
book printed in the Arst issue {July,
1949) of & quarterly publication
called the Educational Revigwer, The
Reviewer, whose avowed function is
to_examine. texthooks for “concealed
theories of collectivism,” is published
under the suspices of the Confereace
of American.Small Business Organiza-
tions, which has been, desczribed as
“an ingenious coniribution to the en-
cyclopedia of pressure tuctics” in'a
report of the House of Representatives®
Select Committee on Lobbying Activi-
ties,

“We all agree,” the report adds,
“that pur texthooks should be Ameri.
can, that they should not be the
vehicle for the propagation of ob-
noxious docirines, Yet the review of
texthooks by seif-appolnted experts,
especially under .the aegls of an or-
ganization having a distingt legisla-
tive axe to grind, smacks too much
of the book-burning orgies of Nurem-
berg to bie accepted by thoughtful
Amerlcans without forchoding and
alarm. It suggests, too, that the re-
viewers profeundly distrust the in-
tegrity, good faith, and plain com:
mon sense of the school boards and
teachers of the country.”

The editor of the Reviewer is Mrs,
Lucille Cardin Crain, whe has fre.
quently indicated her distrust of what
she calls dur *‘compulsory state-
operated educational system,* and ls
in some demand as a lecturer on
“pink-tinged” texthooks,

The Magruder review, written by
& woman named Edna Lonigan, was
distinguished - by misquotations, quo-
tations out of context.ard- fabrications,

For example, this fabrication: Ma-
gruder, according to the Heuvlewer,
says: “Haly and Germany were' die.
tatorghips but not the Soviet Union"
Thet statement does not appesr in
the hook,

For example, this wmisquotation:
Magruder, according to the Reviewer:
“The Unlted States and the Soviet
Unfont are equals Fghting for world
Jeadership.” Megruder's actusl text:

“The United States-and the Soviet
Union, the two most powerful Allies
in World War TI, arec now rivals for
world leadership.” :

For example, this quotation out of
context: Magruder, according to the
Reviewer; “By democracy we mean
that form of government in which the
sovereign pewer is in the hands of the
people collectively,” Magruder's ac.
tual text: "By democracy we mean
that form of govsrnment in which
the soversign power is in the hands
of the people collectively, and is ex-
pressed by them either directly or ine
directly hrough olected representa-
tives.” .

A few months nfter the Magruder
review was published, radio com.
mentatox Fulton Lewls, Jr., discussed
it approvingly on one of his network
brondcasts. Presently the venerabic
text, which was used by the United
States Armed Forces as a textbaok
in  correspondence courses during
World War II, wes being attacked by
local gensors in Georgia, Iowe, Ore-
gon, Ohio, Califernia and eclsewhere.
In some instances the intellectual vigi-
iantes succeeded in getting the book
banned from their schools, &t least
temperarily, .

The first attack occurred in Hous:
tor, Texas, and the most recent in
Newr Haven, Connecticut, Tt is notable
that ir every community whers it has
heen attasked the book hes heen given
a clesn bill of health when n fair
study of the criticlams end the text

“itselt hss been mede.

An Houston the school hoard ap:
peinted 2 commiliee of seven teachers
1 study the text. Their report, which
seid among other things that tho' Ma-
gruder book is "a-staunch exponent
of ‘the prirciples thet have made
Americe greal,” unanimously recom-
mended that the text be retained-in
‘the Houston schools, and it has been,

A similar commitiee in New Haven,
whose schools have used Magruder
since 1923, reported last March that
it *“is essentislly sn wibiased, fair
presentation of facts . . . a salisfactory
textbook: and its usze stiould be con-
tinued in the New Haven High
Schools,” It has been.

The most common charge made
against textbooks is that they favor
Sosialism or Communism and that
they advocate a change in this nation's
existing social order, A textbook that
refers, however impartislly, to the
TVA, New Deal legislation or some
othier controversial lopic is often at-
tacked simply becavse the subjeet fs
incladed in the book. The attackers
demarid that 'such changes in the so-
cial order should be sither ignored or
actively opposed. “The result in either
case,” as the education editor of the
New York Herald Tribune, Fred M,
Hechinger, has observed, “wonld hard-
ly be 'neutrality’ or objectivity;-it
would turn out 1o he omission of fact
{which ia an invitation 1o fznorance}
or distortion of fact (which, a1 best,
is indoctrivation},”

Obsolescence i+ real problem

The teal problem of textbooks js
not subversion but ohsolescence,

Bocks written during Werld War
1I, when Russia was our ally, may
reficet a radically different point of
view from that of texts wrilten more
recently, To keep textbooks up to
date and to make them acceptable to
the largest number of middleof-the.
yozd people are the primary aims of
textbook publishers. Unlike publish.
ere of novels, toxthook publishers, of
whieh there are ahout eighty doing a
combined annual business of approxi-
mately 96 million dollars, do all they
can Lo aveid pulting out books ton:
taining anything with which any seg-
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ment of the public will take issue.
As businessmen they have to please
their customers, and theif customers
are exceedingly aquick to reject any
hook that has the alimmest chance of
provoking controversy. .

Furthermore, it should be borne in
".mind, as the American Textbook Pub-
ilishers Institute bas said, “that no
products are so carcfully examined

. and scrutinized as are texthooks,
They sre carefully and repeatedly
sereened; first by the publishers and
thelr editors, then by textbock selec-
tion commiliess, then by the teachers
who use the books (2 continuing
nrocess), and finally by seli—appqm_lqd
reviewers. This cumulative resding is
such as to make any concerted, efec.
tive drive to indoetrinate the children
of the United States along collectivist
-lines virtuaily impossible.”

The fundamental principle of Amerl-
can education has always heen to give
students the facts and help them to
reach their own conclusions. “It is
not surprising,” Robert M. Hutching
has said, “that the heart of American
education is the same as that of Ameri-
canism: it is independent thought.
American educalion has not tried to
produce indoctrinated automatons, but
individuals who cen think and will
think alweys for themselyes,”

It is obvipus that students can-
not arrive at the fruth if they are
not permitted—rather, actively en-
codraged—to study all sidés of evory
issue, That means examiring all the
facts, all contradictions, all opiniens.
The surest way to weaken the nation’s
children in the fight against Commu.
nism is to deny them the right to
leazn what Communism is. How can
they be expected in the future to take
part in the strugglo against the Com.
munist wbeoace to humen freedom i
they ste kept in ignorance of Com.

munism’s dpo'cnines and practices?
The ration will be in grave danger
indeed if the censors are permitted

“2o biock the search for truth. Now
is the time for them to ponder what
Milton said three centuries ago about

jthe power of truth: “Let her and
Falsehood grapple; who ever knew
Truth put to the worse in a fres snd
open encetnier??

UNESCO attecked

Another symptom of the disease that
-. has infectedy the public schools is the
wave of attacks on classroom teaching
about the United Nations, particulasly
UNESCQ, the United Nations Educa-
tienal, Sclentific and Cultural Qrgani-
zation. These attacks, which are part
of a devicus design to discredi public
edueation, are r comparatively recent
devslopment, They are carried on not
only by such rowdy racial and re.
Iiglous bigots as Joseph P. Kamp and
Gerald L, . Smith but alse by gratips
of self-appointed watchmen who ap-

parently believe that the way to fight

Commumism is to adept the Commu-
nist technique of thought control,
The hible of those attacking
UNESCO is a four-page bulletin is.
sued Tast year by an organization
calling itself the Americen Flag Com-
mittee, which operates out of & pri-
vate house in Philadelphta, The Com-
mitteo was founded in August, 1950,
by W. Henry MacFarland, Jr., who
gave himself the imposing title of
“executive ehalrman.” MacFarland is
a superpatrict of some' experience.
Before starting his present outfit he
was director of the Nationalist Aetion
League, cited by the attorney general
as a Fascist prganization, .
After a f{altering start, the Ameri-
can Flag Committee finslly bit the
propaganda jackpot in October, 1951
with its “Newsletter No, 15,” itled
“A Report to the American People on

UNESCO:" The first paragraph reads;
“UNESCO, the Unfted Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or.
ganization, is a subversive assoeiation.
It is consclously furthering s cam-
paign calculated to porvert ths teach-
ing profession in this country, and so
destroy the worth and inlegrity of
America's first bulwark of freedom—
our tax-supported public schogls.™
The report continues by centering
its attack on a sezies of pamphlets
published under the general iitle

“Toward World Understanding,” In
diseussing these the Amedcan Flag

Committee demonstrates a notable 1al-
ent for fabrication, misquotation and
distortion, To choose but one example
smong many, the American Flag Com-
miltee attributes this statement to the
UNESCO pamphless: "The teacher is
to begin by eliminating any and all
words, phrases, descriptions, pictures,
images, classtoom material or leach-
ing methods of a8 sort caunsing his

upils to feel or express a particular
Fove for, or onahy to, the United
States of America.” That statement
cannot be found in gny of tho pam-
phlets.

Distorted and deceptive though it
is, the American Flag Commiltde's ye-
port was inserted soon after its is.
sugnce into the Congressional Record
by Congressman John T. Wood of
Idaho, who has also introdwced into
Congress a bill calling for this coun-
try’s withdrawal from ‘the United Na-
tions. Some guarter of a million
copies .of the Congressional Record
1eprint, blazingly titled "The Greatest
Subversive Plot in History——Heport
to the American People on JNES 0o
have since been distributed. Copies
went 10 hundreds of columnists and
~ditorial writers, many of whoem inter-

preted it as factual material. A, rash -

of ant-UNESCO newspaper, cditorizls
and stories broke out in. Detrsit, Okla-
hona City, Nashville, Columbus, Tam-
pa, Buffalp and smany other cities,
The attacks, which gre anether facet
of the program to destroy ireedom,
ure continuing, They have met with
‘greatest success in ‘Texas and in
Southern California, Last Mareh,
high-school students in Houston were
harred from periicipsting in the an-
nual UN Essay Coniest because a
group of anti-UN residents had com.
plained. Until this year 1he Los An-
geles schools had been using an it
lustrated hooklet titled “The ‘E' jn
UNESCO," which had heen prepared
by the schools’ eurriculum depart-
ment. Bowing to exceedingly heavy
“irresponsible atacks,” the superin.
tendent Jlast January crdered the
booklet withdrawn from use, In ad-
dition, Los Angeles schoolchildren
were prohibited this year from com-
peting in the UN Essay Contest, end
all £lms relating te the UN have been
withdrawn from use in the Los An-
geles schools, .

' Miss Lyons vs, the UN

Though many groups had attacked
the UNESCQ program in the Los
Angeles schools, the person-who pub.
licly claims credit for getting it ban-
ished is a lecal resident named Flor-
ence Fowler Lyons, Whether or net
Miss Lyons rightfully deserves that
curious distinction, her charges against
the UN are typical of these aftack-
ing it. She ciaims that she'is fighting
the UN and UNESCO simply as a
public servics and g5 an individual,

Miss Lyons is in considerable de-
mand as a speakes, especially before
women's groups. Now forty-ong, she
has & husky, low-timbered voice and
gestures reminiseent of the late Aimee
Semyple McPherson. For publie ap-

pearances she usually wears a middy-

bleuse and a shert, Hight skirt and
custemarily has herself introduced as
a wiriter (though her written works
are not mentioned) and as a gradu.
nte of the University of Denver, Her
lorte is resding quotations out of
context from UN and UNESCO pub.
lications.

Miss Lyons appears on the platform
behind a table piled high with s
variety of documents. In the manner
of a Swiss bell-ringer, she picks up
one document after another and reads
selected, if unrelated, excerpts from
them. She iries to make the point

_that the UN and UNESCO pote a

definite and dangerous plot sgainat
the United_ States, She mentions the
names of those who are regarded by
her audience as symbols of hatred,
such as Dean Acheson ("He is the
man who stood by Alger Hiss, you
know") and Eleanor Rocsevelt {“She
is the author of the Statement of
Human Rights in UNESCO's con-
stitution), and reaps a reward of
derfsive Jaughter. While going throngh
her docaments she auddenly comments
on the ships returning from Korea

with.dead and wounded and says that-

there is the evidence of what comes
from supperting the UN's “half-baked
ideas,” In her verbal potpourri Miss
Lyons includes distrust of the UN.
fear of UNESCO, the high cost of
public schooling (which she relates
to bond issues for new schools in
the Los Angeles area) ard the fear
of Communist infiltration inte the
schools,

In private conversation Miss Lyons
is not spelibinding, though she has
a rather appesling simplicity. She
gives the impression that she has mem-
arized her lings well enough bat that
she is less certain once she gets away
from her script.

When &’ McCaer’s yveporter talked
‘with” her a while age, Miss. Lyons
repeated what she ususlly says on the
platform: that the UN is a gigantic
conspiracy to destroy American sov-
ereignty. She said she wonldn't mind
teaching about the UN in the public
schools, provided the warnibg s
sounded about sovereignty and pra-
vided there is no propagands. As}ljmd
how one can tell the difference he.
tween teaching and propaganda, Miss
Lyons replied, "Well, that is - deli-
cate question. There is a fine point
there.” Without exploring the matter
further she went on to imply that
Myma Loy is a villainess bhecause
she is married to an Assistant Secre.
tary of State and js herseif active in
the UNESCO cause. “She is loading
pictures with UNESCO,” Miss Lyons
said, brandishing a clipping from the
Christian Secience Monitor, wiose edi.
lor, she added in passing, has absg
supported the UN nnd is thersfore
dangerous,

“Pesce is the key word of UNESCO,
and it's the key word of the Com.

munist party, you know whet I mesn *
Miss Lyons continued. “And Alger
Hiss wrote a great desl of the UN
Chartee, a " great deal of it. He was
gt the Carnegie Institute, but they
picked him up and toted him awny to
jail. Dulles put him there, How nuts
can people gat?”

Miss Lyons eatd she is fighting
UNESCO because it is aimed at rob:
bing children of the tradition of thair
nations} hackiround. She said that is
the greatest thing a child can have,
She is of Irish descent herself, Miss
Lyons added, and her patriotism
*comes from the heart and the spirit.,”
She said that she cannet bear to face
the day when the world will be lev-
eled to such an extent that there will
be no Irish lace, no Chiness hric-a.
brac, no’ Mexican silver,

When she was ssked whet bearing
these obsecvatigns had en publie edu-

cation Miss Lyons quickly produced
a copy of a 58-page report on educa-
tion prepared by Congressman Paul
W. Shafer of Michigan. She said that
the report, slong with the wealth of
other resenrch material in her house,
had been sent to her hy “friends”
The Shafer repoert, she explained,
traced the history of “the-infiltration
of the Dewey [John] line of thinking
into the actual, physical classrooms.
It's been & complete upset in eduea-
tion. We sit here, the last of the
Ameriean children,” N

Adfter a dramatic pause Miss Lyons
added, *“Children " in- conservative
homes are suffering today. They stilt
love the flag, they talk American, but

‘they become confused, Everything
-they learn at home is undons the next

morning in. school.

It's a pretty
darned sérious thing

Ruosta hates UNESCO too

Though there is no reason tp be-
lieve that Miss Lyous and some othe
ers who attack the UN are not sin.
cere, there are several reasoms for
believing ﬂle?' are at least confused.

The eritics' common charge that the
UN is a dangerous, supranstional or-
ganifzation likely to vob America of
#ts sovereignty docs net stand up un-
der the facts. The United Nations
Charter, which was ratified by the
United States Senate by a vote of
8% to 2, provides that the UN “can
order no action which the United
States must take without its approval,
and it can adopt no resolution or
pass o treaty which has any binding
effect on the United States without
“the approval of the elected representa-
tives of the Ameriean people.”

The charge that UNESCO is an in-
strument of subversien is equally
fanciful, The Soviet Union is not
‘and_mever has been a member of
UNESCO, - With its satellites, the
Soviet Union has frequently and bit-
terly dencunced UNESCOQ as aun in-
strument for advancing the aims of
the United States.

For example, at g meeling of the
United Nations Econemic and Social
Council hold in Geneva in 1951, the
delegates voted on whether to accopt
the UNESCO repert for the preceding
yeaT. The vote was 15 t¢ 3 on the
motion to accept. The contrary votes
were cast by Poland, Ceechosto-
vakia and the Soviet Union, The
Polish delegate denounced UNESCO
because he sald it was aimed at de-
siroying the Soviet Unien and the
“new  people’s democracles.” The
Soviet delegate denounced UNESCO
hecausa it failed to support the Soviet.
inspired Stockholm Peace Appeal and
the appenl of the Warsaw Congress,
thereby revealing itsell jo he an or-
ganization for promoting the interests
of the United States.

On the basis of the facts, it is hard
to understand how UNESCO, the ob-
ject of unremitting condemmation by
the Soviet Union and its satellites, can
be acoused of being pro-Communist,

Attacks start locally

How do' falschoods shout public
education originate? How are they
circulated? Why are they believed?

‘Falschoods about the public achgols
are gensrated both by persons in local
communities and by national organiza-
tions, Probably without exception, an
irresponsible attack on 2 particular
school system js inspired by local rest.
dents who make charges on the basis
of local factors. However, they are
unquestignably often influenced to
make the charges by the activities and
literature of national organizations—
for example, the outbreak of attacks




on the Magruder textbook following
the notice in the Educational Revigw-
er and the aftermath of the Ameri-
can_ Flig Commitlee’s hulletin on
DNESCO.

Several other national vrganizations
make a business of clroulating highly

tical literalure shout the publie

iools, Usually bearing a deceptive
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_itd high-sounding title, these organi-
zations include, among others, Friends
of the Public Schools, National Coun-
oil for American Educetion, Ameri-
can Education Association, Church
League of America, Emplo{sra As-
sociation of Chiczgo, and National
Assoclation of Pro-America, These ex-
treme xight-wing organizetions, though
having no official eonneciions, keep
in ouch with one nnother’s activities,
exchange literature and, with other
groups, constitute an informal coali-
tion to spread destructiva proprganda
about the pubis schocls,

On' the distafl sids is an crgoniza-
tion called The Mirute Women of the
U.8.A, Inc, Tts founder and mational
chairman, Suzanne Silvercrays Steven.
son, has characterized the Minute
Women as “just 2 greup of kindred
souls'dedicated to the preservation of
the United States as a free, independ-
ent Republic,” Urlike most kindred
souls who hand together in an in.
corporated organization, the Minute
Women have no conslitutien, bylaws
or elections, "It is odd,” Mrs. Steven-
son lias explained, "hut it's the only
protection we have against heing taken
over by Commaunists,” She has em-
phatically denied that lier orgeniza.
Hon s reactionary; rather, che has
said, it s “uliraconservative.”

Mus. Stevenson, a well-known sculp.
tress end experienced lecturer, found.
ed the Minute Women in Connectlout
in September, 1949, Membership is

who pledges te vole at every election,
agrecs 1o work for the gonls of the
organization and mekes a eontribution
of %2, {Last December, Mrs. Steven:
son asked membeys.for an additional
“ontribution of $10 a month for ten
‘ionths.) For the membership fee the
Minute Women receive a monthly
newsiefter and a red.white-and-blue
lapel pin. According to Mrs. Steven.
son, the otganization is “mushroem-
ing across the country.” It has heen
especinlly successtul in Texas, Con-
-necticut, Ohio and upstate Mew York.
Groups of Minute Women are also
active in California, Virginia, Georgia
and in several other states.

On joining, members pledge that
they will pray for Divine guidance
for enlightenment and courzge to help
them “actively te fght Communism
jn every form; to demend the re-
moval of snpposters of socialism and
comamumisin jn our Federal and State
Government, and in cur educatiowal
system, and demand the teaching of
our Ametjcen heritags in our schools
and colleges; to demand efficiency and
skrict economy in all government agen-
cies . . ., and to restore the soundness
of our currency ., )" Members also
“helieve in States’ Rights” and that
“the world can't be safe without good
women,”

Probably most wemen would find
that program zatisfactory in prinei-
ple, though many might be disturbed
to ses how local groups of Minute
Women put it into gractice.

Listen to Zell and Kamp

In Aagust, 1951, the Minute Women
of Pasadens, California, held o mest.
ing at the pu‘blic library. The featured
speaker was a vice-president of Allen
Zoll's National Council for Americsn
Education, probably the best.known
nationel  organizalion working 1o

open te any female Ameriean citizen-
l}‘l Y

sinother forward-looking teaching in ~

our schools.

In April, 1951, the Connecticut
chapter of Minute Women was ad-
dressed by Jeseph P. Kamp, leader of
Ahe Constitational Educationsl League
ond o well-known professional bigot.
In his address he endorsed Merwin
K., Haxt, Elizabeth Dilling and Gerald
L. K. Smith—all, like Kamp, notori-
ously anti-Semitic. In November,
1951, the Cineinnati chapter of Minute
Women protested to the superintend.
ent of cducation the appearance .in
one of the local high ‘schocls of the
gxecutive director «of the Amerlcan
Civil Liberties Union. In December,
1950, the Maryland branch of Minute
Women filed a protest with the Senate
Araned Services Committee against the
appoiniment of Mra. Anna Rosenberg
ns Assistant Seeretaty of Defense.

On a national basis the Minnte
Women are violently opposed 1o the
United Nntions, universal military
Lraining (which it feats could "be a
means of indoetrination of eur youth
with the “coliectivist’ doctrine, racial
Indectrination, soclal welfare and
wil-patriotis indestrination”) and to
all social and economic measures not,
su to speak, “ultraconservative.”

In her publie’ appearances Mrs.
Stevenson, often carrying a copy of

“lhe United States Constitution, which

shie uses as a_prop, alse hints darkly,

hat the public schools, even down
fe the elementnry grades, aro honey.
combed with Communism, that our
“true American texthooks” are being
replaced with new, dangerous ones
und that “they” are even melting the

- plates from ‘which the old texthooks

were printed,

Minute Women axe exhorted in their,

monthily newsletters to express them-
selves on “legislalion which affects
our American way of life by writing
to our representatived afler heing in.
formed by the Minute Women head-
quarters” The newsletters provide
“the forms to be used and the-prapor
persuns to address,” but, the liters.
ture explaing, “at no time should the
inembership as a whols act as & pres-
sure grotip or sign themselves as Min-
ute Women . . ."" The practical effect
of this directive is to make the Minute
Women an undercover pressure group.
In January of this year Admerica,
a national Catholic weekly, devated
an editorial to the Minute Women,
Afller aoting that Mrs, Stevensen, the
vrgenization's founder and national
chairman, is-a Cathelie, the editorial
went on to ghserve that “in opposing
socinlism And communism the ladies
have slipped into a kind of reaction
that is ‘perilously close to econamic
individualism, if, indeed, it isn't iden-
tical with it, And the Church has con-
demned economic irndividualism, no
less thon socialism and communiam,

“That explains why MW equates
socialism with the Fair Deal, why it
espouses such a retrograde proposal
as the 25-per-cent eeiling on personal
fncome taxes, why it favors States'
Rights in & context that can only
meen opposition te civil rights legls-
lation . . . why the Federsl Govern-
ment is labeled ‘the bureaucratic oeto-
pus in D.C?

“Until MW strives for its excellent
goals in a way more in accord with the
socinl teachings .of the Charch, we
supgest that Cathelic wemen dovote
their tims and talent to some other
orgenization,”

Climeate of fear

No natter how ridienlous the fects
may prove them te he, fzlschoods
about the public schools are readily
helieved by & certain segment of the
pepulation besause they appen! o
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deeprooled porsonal prejudices, Aty
the core, of the irresponsible attacks

on public cducation is the fear of -

Communism, a fear that is shared by
every sensible American. The damage
is done when this legitimate fenr is
used fo promote illegitimate objec-
tives, such as the destruction of con-
fidence in the public schools—in itself
enl{l an intermedizte objective on the
path leading to the establishment of
an American form of authoritarian-
ism, In apgraising the Communist
threat to public education or to any
other nspect of our national life, every
citizen today must Loy to steer a course
between complacency and hysteria.

J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigatisn, wrote
in The Educational Forum:

“Communism can be defeated by
the truth—and orly the truth, Ema-
tional attacks, mccompanicd by jrre-
sponsible verbal tirades or vigilante
acts of forceful suppression, on the
one hand, or smug compiacency and
befuddled intellectualism, on the ath-
er, will only increase—not decrease—
the danger of this menace,

“Private oltizens, often acting with-
out the full facts, may, by indis.
criminate sharpshooting, tarnish the
reputations of the innocent and smear
the falsely aceused, as well as bring
disrepute upon themselves, The Com-
munists, the reak quarry, will be for.
gotten and become mariyrs, Amid
the.verbzl blews and angry counter-

- charges of the anti-Communist above.

ground hattle, they will continue, with
assiduous fanaticism, to. hore desper
and -desper inte America's economy,
This eonfusicn ard quibbling provide
welcome camouflage and proteotion.”

People who are in A positicn to
know say that out of the 1,250,000
members of the whole teaching pro.
{eseion in this country the number
of Communist party members dees not
exceed . 400—reughly the ssme. pro-
portign of Party members to the tota]
population. Alter allowing for the
fact that for svery Pasty member thexe
may be several sympathizers, the ratio
of Communist and fellow-travgling
teachers to the telal teacher popule-
tion is Infinitesimal, In the educa-
tional field the Communista place
more emphasis on colleges {whexe
students are away from parental in.
fluences and their desire for intellec-
tual experimentation is at its height)
than they do on secondary schools,
And beeawse the Communisis are not
interested in children before they de-
velop a socinl consciousness, they
place more emphasis on high schools
than on elementary schools, Commu.
nist teachers operate, primarily in the
crowded, substandard sections of
Nortkern industrial cities. "Well-to-do
communities offer- litthe opportunity
for recruiting the kind of disciplined
converls the Party wants,

In matters of poliey the Communists
are much more devious than is gen.
erally suppased, People who are in 8

osition to know say that Party mem-
Eers have infilleated almost every seg-
ment of American society, including
Both left-wing and right-wing organi.

zatlona, Herbery A, Philbrick, & for-.

mer FBI counterespionage ngent, has
said, “Those fanatics who are scrsam.
ing the loudest today and hurling ac.
cusstions in every direction would he
amazed to know who some of their
nssociates are.”

It s an obvious but frequently
overlooked traism shout the Commu-
nists that theie basic stralegy is to
extend our ills and foster our divi-
sions, Every time they stop free dis-
cussion they are postpening ultimale
solutions to our problems, They do

-not, of course, eare about solving the

problems or voting in a new admin-

Istratlon that might do so. "They care

-enly to disrupt the system in the hu}:le
e

of seizing it at some future time, T

more coniradictions that can he de-
veloped and mafntained in capitalist
soclety, the sooner they think that time
will come. By undermining confidence
in one of this country*s most cherished
institutions, the irresponsible attacks
on the public schools are playing di-
rectly into the Communists’ kands.

Advice from ). Edgar Hoover

Aceording to J. Edgar Hoover, the
ferreting out of subversive activity in
the schaols or anywhere else is a job
that must be {eft to counterespionage.
*The investigation of espionage,” Hoo-
ver kas sald, *is a job for trained pro-
[essionals, and an Inexperienced ama-
teuy conld cause great damage.” While
pointing out that “the FBI is not
interested in what a person thinks—
oniy in acts which mey uadermine our
security,” he urges anyone who has in-
formation ebout what he thinks is sub-
versive actlvity to yeport the facts to
the nearest FBI office. If the Joment-
ers of indiscriminate attacks on the
puablic schools would aceept that ad-
vice the schools could once again
flourish in a olimate frec of fear and
IHtterness.

The most damaging result of the
wave of irresponsible criticism of the
pablic schools is the parelyzing effect
it has had on reasenabie discussion of
lhern'wthods and goals of public edu-
cation. These are maiters that need
debate, now ‘s always. There is ne
reasorr that the schools should - be
exempl from reasonable oriticism: As
every ‘good eduoalor.is awere, scho-
lastic standords, particularly st the
junior- and senior-high-schook levels,
could be raised. Teaching wmethods
have scarcely reached the acme of
perfection. The currigulum stands in
need of constant revision. The value
of vocational training is legitimately
debatable, Teachers colleges could be
improved. The very aims of public
education need to be discussed and
clarified. However, thanks to the
“hucksters of hysteria,” the middle
ground for discussing these jssues is
being destroyed, It must be vestored
if the public schools, the bulwark of
our democracy, are te survive.

Their survival depends on the close
interest and participation of all re-
sponsible citizens in the public schools
of their respective communities, There
is no other, easier, way. The time to
organize support for the public-schaol
system in every community s before
& orisis arises, -

“T'a provide practical help to citizens
who wish to erganize locel commitices .
to improve the schaols in their com-
munity and defend them against un-
justified attacks is the sole purpose
of the National Citizens Commission
for the Public Schools. A nenprofit
organization, the Commission vwas
foitnded in 1949 at the suggestion of a
group of outstending laymen and dis-
tinguished educators, including pres-
dent James B. Conant of Harvard. It
receives finaneial support {rom the
Rockefeiler nnd Carnegie Foundations
and works closely with the United
States Office of Education, the Nation-
al Congress of Parents and Teachexs,
the League of Women Volars and
many other civie organizations, Roy
E. Larsen, president of Time, Ine,, one
of the Comnission’s organizers, sexves
ag its chaizman, The thirtythres other
menbers ore netionally known figures,
none of whom is professionally identi.
fied with educsation, religion or politics.

The Commission furnishes free book-
lets, films, bulletins and other material
that explains the step-by-step proce-
dure for organizing a committee and
carrying through a program of action




for improving local public schools,
The Commission also acts as a clear-

" ing house to enable existing groups

working for better public schools to

. benefit from the experience of similar

bodies. Today the Commission is in
touch with some 1,600 local, county
aud state groups specially organized
1o study their school programs and to
help solve their problems. The Com.
mission seeks to impose no national
program; it recognizes that the situ-
ation differs in each community and no
pat solution can be offered to any. Tis
function is net to direct hut to encour-
age independént local groups through
pooling experience and information,

he Commission™s literature and
other material can he obtained with-
out cost by addressing the National
Citizens Commission for the Public
Schoels, 2 West 45 Street, New York
19, New York.

How efective a citizenry aroused to
support its schools can_be has been
demonstrated over and over again in
recent timss—in Scarsdals, New York;
in Denver, Colorade; in Ferndale,
Michigan; in Arlington, Virginia; and
in scores of other communities scross
the land, Apathy, the greatest foo of
public education, is being routed.
Chailenged by 2 comparative handful

of vociferous eritics, Americens from
coast to coast are reslfirming their con-
fidence and pride in their public
schools—and with reason,

Hus American edueation failed?

“To he leng-lived,” Benjamin Rush,
the great patriot and signer of the
Declaration of Independence, obsstved,
“republics must Invest in educalion.”

Following that doctrine, the natioh set

about developing a system of educa-
tion such as the world had never seen,
With the knowledge that democracy

. cen succeed only when the electotate

is enllightened, America undertook the
gigantic program of educating all the
children of alt its people. .

Has that great program succeeded?
Considering the violence of some of the
present criticism of the schools, one
might think that public education in

" America had somehow been = fajlure.

What are the facts? .
First, the 2im of providing universal
education has been fulfilled, Filty
years ago only 11 per cent of American
youngsters went to high scheol; only
5 per cent were graduated. Today 73
per, cent go 1o high school; 49 per cent
are graduated., More young people ate
attending colleges and universities to-

day than attended high school only
thitty years age. By any standards,
that is a remarkable achievement,
Second, becauss they have been pro-
vided with the opportunity for educa-
tion Americans have made democracy
work, “They established a nation,”
Henry Steele Commager, the noted
historlan, has wristen, “heid it togeth-
er, and expanded the original 13 to 48
stales—while steadily pursuing the
grand objectives of the framers of the
Constitution: their ‘more perfect un.
jon’ did establish justice and domestic
tranquillity, and securs the hlessings
of Eberty. Through =ll their history

- they elected some mediocre presidents

but never a wicked or a dangerous
ons; they never yielded to a military
dictator; they aveided revolutions;
they settled all problems by compro-
mise excepl one, slavery, and perhaps
that could not be settled by compro-
mise; they revealed in every crisis an
shillty to select sble leadars, Only a
people taught self-government could
retord those achievements.”

Tho record proves Commager’s con-
clusion: “No other pecple cver de-
manded so much of education as have
ths American. None other was ever
served so well by its sehools and edu-
cators."” THE END
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"IHE_PROBLEM OF COMMUNISMM

Address by Dr. August W, Brustat
At Meeting of the Scarsdale Ciltizens Commlttee
Scarsdele High School
Thursday, December 4, 1952, at 8:30 PN,
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

We are gathered together again as cltizens of our fair Scarsdale
communlty to analyze énd discuss one of fhe most urgent and timely con=
temporary questlons and problems — COMMUNISM « and thg threat it presents
to us not only ebroad, but at horo, |

Communism does not commend itself to any simple type of consideration,
It is much too complex for that, We must understand its origin and backe
ground, its development and appéal, its tactlos and techniques, if we are
fully to understand its threat to us and to our beloved country., We must
become acquainted with its method of operation and with 1ts characteristic
footprint - so that we may be able to detect that operation and recognize
that footprint if it is present in our midst,

Such a study and analysis will afford us a view which we as Americans
and free men must assimilate 1f we are to grasp the real peril in which
our world, and our country, and our community, stands, Throughout the
world teday, Communism, disguisad ag a wolf in sheep's clothing, comes
knocking at the dcor as a friend of the common man, Although a humanistic
gystem, it comes in the guise of 8 savier ~ offering a plan of salvation -
not of the soul, but of the 5odies of men, ¥t comes as a new world religion
bent upon revolution through violence on a universal scale, No country
or community ls exempt from its plan,

This tragedy, written in Moscow but conceived in hell, 1s being
directed by specially picked Soviet agents, and is today being enacted
primarily throughout Eastern Europe and Capbive Asia, However, its

nefarious orew is ceaselessly husy making ready to set up the stage
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Either we stand with freedom or we stand against it, Elther we rise
to upbuild an& defend the basle rights of free men or we undermine them
by our apathy and indifferende, If we shut our eyes to this erime redord
of the Red-plotted slave-system,on the internatiohal, national or
commnity level = we hecome uncénsciéus allies of the Kremlin and enemies
of our free way of life. By oﬁr gilence, by our indifference, or by our
ultra~liberalism, we serve as confederates of Communism and supporters of
the mags enslavement of peoples,

Because an immeasurable burden of proof on Soviet Communism's true
character and methods is already on record - internationally, nationally
and loeally, we dare not wittingly remein silent - for our silences are no
longer pardonsble now, Our silence now would condemn us,

in the final analysis we must each be judged also by our silences?
by our indifferences, and by our acts of omisslon, If we hear facts  such
ag these presented here tonight, and still remain apathetic and unmoved
to defend our free way of 1ife - let us nob deceive ourselves, we will
have taken our stand on the side of Gommunism by default, We must rekindle
and reinvigorate the fires of democracy in our midst, Modern democracy, be
it understood, stems from the teachings of the Bible on which noble corner-
stone this great Republic was originally founded, Christianity believes in
man's creation in the Divine image, Man therefore is a gpiritual being with
certain powers and inalienable rights bestowsd upon him as his natural birth-
right at the hand of a bountiful Cresbor, The marvelous freedom which we
gtill enjoy in America is of God's ordination, Ged believes in freedom,
The foundations of freedom are spiritual,

In the recent past the (itizens! Commitiee has produced varied
evi@ences of Communilst tracks in our town, Attenbion was called %o

the subversive connectlons of some who appeared on our speskers and
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enterteimment platforms, Because we had factuel data and substantiated
ovidence of the subversive comnections of these individuals we duly

advised the proper authorities to alert them asgainst engaging such to
appear in our schools in the future, The only response was either silence,
or indifference, or outright unbelief, or rebuff, Subversives continued to
appear on our Scarsdale educablonal scene,

Lot us look at o feuw of the evidences, During the past months things
have happened, Justice has spoken, The Federal authorities have caught
up with the neferious trail of some of the individuals who appeared in the
Scarsdale schools, The action of our government has substantiated the
charges made by the Citizens'? Committee,

1. Dr; Bernard F, Rieés was dismissed from Hunter College by the
Board of Higher Education of New York City followlng his appearance hefore
the McCarran Internel Security Sub-committee in September, when he refused
to answer the question as to whether he had ever been, a member of the
Communist Party, Dr, Riess! subversive record was exposed by the Scarsdale
Citizens' Committee after his lecture to Sears&ale High School students ab
a career conference on January 29, 1952,

2, Pearl Primus' passport tc tour abroad was picked up by the State
Dopartment becsuse she was considered a poor securiiy risk to our country.
The Citizens' Committee had produced evidence of her alien sympathies
after her lecture~dance program in three Scarsdale Public Schools on
Jarmary 3, 1951,

3. Louis Dolivet, a "tbp—flight Kremlin operator" was refused re~
admitbtance into the United States late this past summer because he is a
dangerous end unwelcome alien, Bub Mr, Dolivet was invited to speak
in the (reenseres School on March 13, 1950, The Citlzens' Committee

exposed Dolivet's conspiratorial record.
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We need not at this time review the numerous evidences of the conspiracy's
operations in Scarsdale, They are a matter of public record, None of the
evidence of Communist infiltration in our schools produced by the Citizens!
Gommittee has ever been sucoessfuliy refuted. It has endured every art of
gearching criticism, The disturbing element consists in this - that instead
of determining to keep the conspirators out, their presence is condoned,
Such an attitude is utberly unpardoneble and intolerable, As long as it
conbinues, the Citlzens' Committee must and will continue this babtle for
freedom in our uidst,

Communism is treason, It deserves no sympathetic treatment from loyal
Anericans,

Commmism s traitorows. It dere mot be coddled,

Communism 18 a conspiracy and no consplracy can clailm civil righis.
Justice Jackson has declared that our Gorstitution does not grant civil
rights to conspiridtors,

Communism is an atheistic philosophy which godly Americen parents and
citizens dare not tolerate in our schools, ‘

Communism is lawlessness, No man has the license to teach lawlessness
to Mericals children in American Public Schools, |

Communism is an ummitigated evil - In the moral, social, pollticel,
and spiritual realm, which evil must be rooted out,

With 408 of the world's population already enslaved in body, mind, and
goul by the ruthless Kremlin masters, let us be thankful for tﬁe physical,
menbal and splritual freedom which we are still privileged to enjoy in this
Republic, With the blessing of freedom, however, goep the grave responsibility

1
to preserve that freedom at all costs,
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We must preserve it in two ways, As ADULTS, we must guard it in word
énd.deed. We ourselves must be worthy of 1t, We must allow no infringement
of it. As PARENTS, we must instruct our children in the truth, We must
teach them to reéognize the libertles and freedoms which they enjoy in
America, We must refuse %o permitAalien ideas and alisn propaganda to
stalk through our land and infiltrate our schools., We dare not permit
such foreign ideologies ms Communism to warp our thildren's minds
with false dreams of a Cbmmunist Utopia,

These are the considerations which have prompted this meeting here
tonight, We wish to arcuse the civlic corscience to the peril in our
midst, We must stem the present threatening tide or evenbually be
engulfed by it, These are the alternatives confronting us,

In order %o assist us in thinking the problem through, we will
present a gusst speaker, expeit in the field, ard two of the original

members of the Citizens?! Committes.



‘ TN I Y . Sy P
ok e g}f&;‘:{:_,;g.m(ﬁ.. &?wﬁgf}r_ &I ) &2:4'\ ;Cf e d *“': g L

L LT Gefla ?‘” ke 1 AP @*&"’6‘6"/
res
Reprint of tallk given at an open meecting of the Scarsdale Citizens Gommittee

' on December 4, 1952 by Otto K. Dohrenwend o

SOLUTION IN SCARSDALE

The other day I read a good definition of a Communist: ‘A Comrnunist is one
who borrows your pot to cook your-'goose in.”’ To elaborate, a Commuynist not only
borrows your pot to cook your goose in, but he sprinkles the bird with poison and
feeds it to your children.

Communists are the enemy of our country. Communists are killing our
American boys in Korea, Obviously, Communists and their spokesmen should not
be allowed to poison the minds of our children, nor to use school buildings for their
evil purposes. It is fantastic that the Scarsdale School Board has not accepted these
basic principles. '

And how explain the apathy o0f some citizens, and the aggressive anti-anti-
Communism of others? We must all work to defend our schools and our children,
as William Kernan so eloquently stated. We never do as well as when we realize
_ that our best may not b& good enough, '

A prominent banker once told me he attributed much of his success to the wise
counsel of his father that the three greatest words in the English language are: *'I -
was wrong.'' In no field of activity can progress be made unless mistakes are ac-
knowledged and regretted, their causes analyzed, and improved methods adopted. A
good executive must accept responsibility for actions taken under his jurisdiction _, -
and will turn a serious error into an asset by installing systems and controls to '
preventi the repetition of such an erroxr. Only when our school authorities adopt these
sound principles can there be a solution in Scarsdale, Actually, in its statement of '
April 24, 1952, the School Board boasted that they had not adopted improved systems
or controls, :

g

Community pride is a commendable attribute, but it should not be used to make
us complacent in the face of unpleasant facts. Responsible authorities and the citi-
zens of Scarsdale must face the reality that Westchester County is one of the most
Red-penetrated sections in the whole nation, On October 2, 1952, the White Plains
Reporter Dispatch quoted a statement by Representative Ralph W. Gwinn that there
were 10,000 Communists, subversives and fellow-travelers in the county. He as-
serted that Westchester is infested with Communist . and subversive cells.

J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the F.B.l., testifying before a committee of
. Congress on March 26, 1947, stated:

*'I would have no fears if more Americans possessed the zeal,
the fervor, the persistence, and the industry to learn about this menace
of Red Fascism, I do fear for the liberal and progressive who has been
hoodwinked and duped into joining hands with the Communists, I con-
fess to a real apprehension &0 long as Communists are able to sdcure
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ministers of the gospel to promote their evil work and espouse a cause
that is alien to the religion of Christ and Judaism, I do fear so long as
school boards and parents tolerate conditions whereby Communists. and
. fellow travelers, under the guise of academic freedom, can teach our
youth a way of life that eventually will destroy the sandtity of the home,
- that undermines faith in God, that causes them to scorn respect for )
td*onshtuted authorlty and sabotage our revered Constltutlon. %ok Kk ok Xk ok

**I fear for ignorance on the part of all our people who may take
the poisonous pills of Communist propaganda,"’

We originally selected Herbert Philbrick to be our speaker tonight, after
reading his column, ‘*The Red Underground'’ of September 14, 1952, which began:
. **The exposure of Communist influence in schools and colleges by the Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee in New York last week has Red party bosses hoth-
ered, Secret comrades across the nation have been ordered to counterattack in
the name of 'academic freedom'."’

Professor Bernard F. Riess of 135 Cushman Road, Scarsdale, was one of the
college professors subpoenaed by this Committee of Congress, and he refused to
answer whether he had ever been a member of the Communist Party. He also re=«
fused to answer whether he had ever used an alias, Riess had lectured to students
at a Scarsdale High School Career Conference and we exposed his pro~Communist '
record in our newsletter of March 21, 1952. The School Board refused to answer
our questions about Riess’ appearance and the Superintendent’s defiant position has
been covered by Mr., Kernan,

Mr. Philbrick, in hig September 14, 1952, column also made the following
statement: ‘A Red trick, incidentally, is to stock high school libraries with com=
munist books and have a teacher designate some of the books as required reading.”
This expert, in just 25 words, had given a vital clue in the unsolved mystery of how
the Scarsdale High School library got that way., I met with Mr, Philbrick and
showed him a list I had compiled of certain authors and books in the Scarsdale -
High School. The effect of this list on him was electric. '‘Wow!'', he exclaimed,
‘‘this is the stuff we were supposed to get into the schools and into the libraries
when I was working within the Communist Party." '

There is some possibility that these books were purchased in ignorance and
with no evil purpose, but if there is to be a solution in Scarsdale, il seems clear
that an impartial investigation must be made of how these books got in, Steps must
also he taken to protect our schools and our children for the future.

It is just four years ago that we asked the School Board who was responsible

! for bringing eleven books by Howard Fast into the high school library. Who put.

" Fast on recommended reading lists? How did he ever get on the approved textbook.
list? To this day, we are not certain whether the Board was just unwilling to anr
dwer, or unable to because of its poor records and bad systems. Requisition forms
still do not show the name of the individual or individuals making the original re-
guest to spend taxpayers’ money.
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A California Senate Investigating Committee on Education criticized the same

. condition in the Pasadena schools. The following is taken from Senator Dillworth's
1951 R.eport :

"The Board could have avoided much embarrassment and the
pupils would have greatly benefited if responsibility had been fixed for
the selection of textbooks and library books,

‘It should be a matter of permanent record which individuals on
the staff, read or examine textbooks and recommend their purchase.

Advisory committees from the community could well be used to assist ‘
the administration.

**Of course more latitude is expected in the selection of refer-
ence books for the library, but here again, it should be a matter of
record which staff members approve each book for purchase. This is
just good management to bring about the efficient use of tax funds as
well as an intelligent selection of books of value,"

Let us get back to Scarsdale school books, For two years we have tried in
vain to get a current official list of the textbocks in the Scarsdale School System.
Just recently, we were unable to obtain a list of the library books purchased during
the current and the previous school year, Such textbook and library lists had been
available to taxpayers in earlier years. Have Scarsdale parents lost their right to
know what their children are being taught? Wake up! Demand a list of your chil-
dren’s basic and supplementary textbooks! Learn what is in your children's
_ school beoks! Study the recommended reading lists and demand to see lists of

books purchased for the l:.bvt::s.a:\,,rI

In the 1950 hearings in the case of eight New York City teachers who refused
to answer whether or not they were Communists, there was introduced into the
evidence a Communist directive to English teachers which read: ‘‘A medlocre

contemporary radical writer can be of greater value to your students than the so-
called giants of literature."’

\ Dr, Bella Dodd, a recent convert from atheistic Communism, has stated that
what started her off on the road to Communism was when an English teacher at
Hunter College gave her a book by Auna Louise Strong to read. By coincidence,
Anna Louise Strong and Howard Fast were the first communist authors we found |
in the Scarsdale school system. Bella Dodd also has said that ‘*Citizen Tom
Paine'' by Fast is one of the most potent books in the communisf arsenal. Yet it
was eulogized by Superintendent Shaw and three Scarsdale teachers, On July 5,
1950, the Superintendent publicly stated that the book, '‘Citizen Tom Paine'® was
no longer in the library, it was missing. We now find that there has been a copy
in the library right along. Two copies had been purchased, one in 1942 and one in
1944, and only one has been missing.

I visited the Tam Paine National Historical Association cottage in New Ro-
chelle and checked on the bibliography of literature for sale there. Fast's book
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was conspicuous by its absence, The person in charge informed me that the Asso-
ciation would not consider Fast's, ''Citizen Tom Paine'’, because, it was a vile,
historically false book. An editorial in the New York World Telegram has stated:
"*Mr. Fast is not merely a member of the Communist party. He is a professional
writer who has deliberately, shockingly perverted, distorted or denied facts of
American history. He has vilified American ideas and ideals: He has sought to
foment prejudices and hatreds among classes, races and religious groups in this
cauntry.” ' '

Will a single member of the Scarsdale School Board speak those three great
words, "‘I was wrong'’, regarding the Fast books in our school system?

Let's get back to our special list of authors and books in the High School
library. This list represents only a few hours examination of library cards and not
a full investigation. The Superiniendent chose to ignore the reference, in our news-
letter of June 6, 1952, to Herbert Aptheker’s book, "Essays on the History of the
American Negro’'. Aptheker is an avowed Communist and an instructor in commu-~
nist schools, The book was put out by 'Intern'ationa,l Puyblishers., Anyone, whether
School Board or paid staff, who does not know that International Publishers is the
leading communist publishing firm), should not be entrusted with the selection of
books for our children. : ‘ .

Louis Dolivet, who spoke before"a'dregnacres PTA, is considered one of the '

. most dangerous Stalinist conspirators in the world, This type of concealed com-~
' munist is all the more dangerous because he leaves no trail of affiliation with Com-~

. munist fronts in this country. Who recommended Louis Dolivet? In the light of

recent revelations regarding our United Nations personnel, is it not shocking that

-there is a book in our H.S. library entitled ‘' United Nations Handbook''by Dolivet?

There are 16 authors having books in the H.S. library who were sponsors of
the Communist~inspired Waldorf Peace Conference, according to the April 19,
1949 report of the U,5. House Committee on Un~American Activities. The Confer~
ence was under the auspices of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and
Professions, the cultural front of the Communist Party. N

Here are the 14 authors represented in our H.S, library, together with part
of their records as given by the Committee of Congress:

- Communist-front
Name of Authors - Listed Under Heading Of Affiliations (No.)

Herbhert Apthekei' Jefferson School of Social Science From } to 10 fronts

Norman Corwin Miscellaneous Support of Soviet
Union " lio0l1l0
W. E. B. DuBois Miscellaneous activities in sup-

port of Communist Party or Young
Communist League

-

" llto 20 7
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Communist~fr 'ont':'

" Name of Authors " Listed Under Headmg Of ' . Affiliations (No.)
Howard Fast - . Commumst Party, U, S Ao From 1 te¢ 10 fronts .
:Tdseph_ Gaer . Supporters of Commumst Book- . A o

' shops . . . oo lta 10 '
Shirley Graham Signer of Communist ?arty nom- : .

o ", inating petition. . L' ltolo v

Margaret Halsey Signer of Communist Party nom- ‘

inating petition - - " lto 10 7
Lillian Hellman Supported by the Commumst .
: . Party, U, 8. A, 7 " 3lto40 *
'iangston.Hu‘ghes Communist Party, U. 5. A. l. ' 71to0 80 U
Alfred Kreymborg Communist Party, 1. 8. A. ' ’ . " 21t030
Corliss Lamont. - Supported by the Communist : :

' ' : Party, U. S. A, ' 4140 50 7
Carey McWilliams Comrmunist Party, U. 8. A, . 41to 50 "
Azrthur Miller Miscellaneous activities in sup~-

' port of Communist Party or Young
~ Communist League h 1te 10 "
" CGlifford QOdets Miscellaneous activities in sup~
port of Communist Party or Young
.Communist League ' 31 to 40 M
Doraothy Parker Miscellaneous activities in sup-
: port of Communist Party or Young . _
Communist League , v 21 t0 30 'V
~Louis Unterrmeyer Supporters of Communist Book~ -
' shops - : o lto 10 "

_ The Committee of Congress, in listing individuals under the heading, '‘Commu-
. nist Party, United States of America'’ states that they ‘‘are either avowed members
~of the Communist Party, United States of America, or their membership cards or
' party affiliations have been made part of a sworn public record',

Shirley Graham's, ‘‘Paul Robeson - Citizen of the World'', was on an 8th
Grade Recommmended Reading list and was the book which decided us to present our
facts, for the first time publicly, at a meeting of the School Board in September,

it
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I 1949. We had shunned publicity up to that point. In his column of May 17, 1952,
Louis Budenz wrote that this book on Paul Robeson is plugged by the concealed Com-
munists everywhere and finds its way unto countless library shelves,

We find that as recently as November, 1951, the Superintendent and the Prin-
cipal approved the purchase of an anthology edited by Langston Hughes, cited above
-as affiliated with from 71 to 80 Communist fronts,

- Carey McWilliams was a moving spirit in agitating and disseminating a false
picture of the Pasadena school controversy., In a 1952 extraordinary session, Sena-
tor Dillworth's Committee on Education denounced a bibliography on Pasadena rec-
omnmended by the University of California at Lios Angeles, with the following words:
'‘Space does not permit a review of these publications; however, the Communist
record of Cairey McWilliams published in the Eighth Report of this Committee shows
him to have been affiliated with over 50 communist-front organizations. Where
these writers mention the Pasadena school controversy, the Commitiee is unable to
reconcile their statements with the documentary facts and sworn testimony obfained
in open public hearing in Pasadena.”

Carey McWilliams is an assistant editor of The Nation magazine which is in
the H.S. library. The money of Scarsdale taxpayers continues to be spent on this
) pseudo-liberal, bigoted publication which has so often followed the Communist
} Party-line and which has been declared unfit for New York City public schools,

Let's get back to our special list of books and authors in the H.S. library.
Both Herbert Philbrick and Bella Dodd have confirmed that this is the material
which the Communist Party would be anxious to get into schools and libraries. The
following eleven authors represented in the Scarsdale school systemn are noted for
their pro-Soviet propaganda writings. The names of these writers have paraded
through the files and correspondence of the Institute of Pacific Relations, as brought
out in hearings before the McCarran Committee, I list the 11 as follows:

Harrison Forman . Kate Mitchell

Annalee Jacoby Edgar Snow

Owen Lattimore Vilhjalmur Stefansson
Richard Lauterbach . Maxwell Stewart
Theodore H. White ) Anna Louise Strong

Albert Rhys Williams '

Of the above eleven, the following seven writers have been identified undezr
oath as Communists: Owen Lattimore, Kate Mitchell, Edgar Snow, Vilhjalmur
Stefansson, Maxwell Stewart, Anna Louise Strong, Albert Rhys Williams. You can
see why Mz. Philbrick was so startled when he first saw my list. These names are
candidates for the All-American Big Red team.

Among numerous other left-wing writers who have books in the Scarsdale H.S.
libratry, I mention the following:

Vera Micheles Dean:- Her name has been on recommended bibliographies
of the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, a leading
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communist front, This Russian~born apologist for Stalinism spoke -
in the Scarsdale High School under the auspices of the Scarsdale
Teachers Association, ) l

Marshak Ilin:- His books listed in catalog of the Workers Book Shop, the
Communist Paxty's bookshop in New York City.

Otto Klineberg:~ His record was exposed in our newsletters of December
3, 1951 and February 12, 1952. “His books also listed in catalog
of the Communist Workers Book Shop. The communist Jefferson
School for Social Science sells Klineberg's books in its bookshop.

George Seldes:~ His name appears 23 times in a 1948 California Senate ,
Report on communist~front organizations.

Nothing could be more false and nothing more pleasing to the Commissars of
Culture than the position taken by the Scarsdale School Board and by many sincere
but deluded people that no communist infiltration has been proved unless you produce
a teacher who is a present member of the Communist Party.

It has been clearly established here tonight that school books are a vital trans-
.mission belt for Red penetration. Our Commitiee has also brought to public atten~
" tion other transmission belts used in the field of education: PTA speakers, assem=
bly programs for school children, career conferences, off~campus workshop courses,
| bibliographies in -textbooks, and adult school lecturers,

Every anti-Communist should read Louis Budenz’ latest book, The Cry Is
Peace, and particularly the chapter ‘‘Stalin's Entry Into Education’’, in which he
discusses the Scarsdale situation and states on page 159: ‘‘The personalities men~
tioned reveal the exfent of penetration in the public school system of Scarsdale.”
This expert knew how to evaluate the evidence produced by our Committee. Does any
membexr of the School Board feel qualified to rate his or her judgment against that of
Liouis Budenz, or Herbert Philbrick, or Bella Dodd, as to what consgtitutes Commu-~
. nist penetration?

To recognize Cormmunist propaganda, it is essential to know what the Commu-~
nist-froniers must say and do., Otherwise it is impossible to detect the unlabeled
poison in the contents of books and speeches.

To enable anti-Communists in Scarsdale to interpret some of the things that
have been said and done in the past, as well as to keep good people from being mis-
led in the future, I present a few extracts from the 1948 California Senate Report,

page 61:

“*The current line, as disclosed by recent Communist directives, may
be summarized as follows: Smear any hearing by investigating agencies
as invasions of the Bill of Rights, privacy, free association, and free
speech..,..Challenge the.right of Congressional or legislative bodies to
ask questions of anyone concerning their ‘*political’ affiliations. (This
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directive includes the process of always amalgamating ‘political’ with ‘re=~
ligious’, in order to insinuate that ‘religious' persecution is contemplated.)
osascAttack all evidence against Communists as hearsay.....Charge that in-
vestigations of Communism are 'witch hunts’.....F'ill the investigating .
agency's transcripts with protests and charges; claim intimidation, and, on
every occasion, liken the investigating agency’s methods to Hitlerism,”'

“Fascist’’ is the smear epithet often hurled at anyone who exposes Commu-
nism. In the Red lexicon, ‘‘peace’’ means complete submission to' Stalinist aggres-
sion. Tell-tale phrases are '‘book burning'’, ‘‘thought-control’’, “*witch-hunting’’,
*‘un~American censorship®’, “‘hysteria’’, **super-patriots'’, *‘chauvinism’’, ‘“‘attack
on the schools’, "‘enemies of public education'’, etc. The aim of the agitation and
propaganda division of the Communist Party is to beguile the intelligentsia into
mouthing the party-line and it should be clearly understood that most people who
speak the partiy-line are not members of the Communist Party, nor even sympa-
thizers. However, real anti-Communists always avoid using Communist coinage in

semantics,

In a letter published in the New York Times on July 26, 1951, we agked the
National Education Association, which had maliciously defamed our Commitiee,; the
following question! ‘'Why is it that the NEA gets angry at people who expose Com~
munist influences in the schools rather than at the infilirators who are the real

) enemies of our public schools?”

This question stands unanswered and is a silent reproach to those prominent
citizens in Scarsdale who have not spoken those three great words, ‘'l was wrong'’,
It is difficult to believe that more than a very few would have signed the petition of
81 in October, 1949, if they had known then what they know now. Some signatures
were obtained over the phone, with frantic haste to make a newspaper deadline, on . .«
the strength of bigoted falsehoods and misrepresentations. I am sure that the vast
majority did not realize that, in effect, they were placing their seal of approval on
the right of Howard Fast and other Communist authors to indoctrinate our children
with unlabeled poison. Despite noble-sounding double-talk, the real pitch of that
petition was that any parent who protested against this unlabeled poison was a
Fascist and a subverter of the Bill of Rights.

The petition of 81 opened with the following words: " We. o wish to state our
position on the issues which have been raised by those who would ban books from
the public schools because of the political leanings of the authors.’’

Wittingly or unwittingly, this is so palpably the Communist Party-line that
these words have been deleted by McCalls, and others. Who today would claim that
the satanic conspiracy of Communism is only a ‘‘political leaning’'? The answer
is Professor Bernard F. Riess, On September 24, 1952 Senator Ferguson asked
him whether he thought that the Communist Party was only a political party. I quote

-“rom the record:

“'"Mr., Riess:~- As far as [ know its operations, as far as I have read and heard
about it, it is to me a political party.
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*'Senatol Fergusoni- And only a political party?
““Mr. Riess:~ And only a political party.*’

In its April 19, 1949 report, the U. S, House Committee on Un-~American ac-
tivities cited a ''Committee for Free Political Advocacy' — which signed a letter in
defense of Communist Party leaders. Eight members of this Communist front have
books in the Scarsdale H.S. library, including such names as Howard Fast, Carey
McWilliams, and Louis Untermeyer., Their position was substantially the same as
that originally expressed by the Committee of 81; namely, that Communism is only
a political leaning.

For the benefit of those who signed an open letter presented at the last school
elections, let me quote the following words from George Sokolsky’s column of No-
vember 7, 1952: ''The McCarran Committee, which has only broached the subject,
produced enough evidence to indicate the irend which the patriotic citizens of Scars-
~dale were calling to the attention of their more complacent neighbors.' Louis
Budenz in his column of September 20, 1952 wrote: *'Those who assail the men and
women whe are patriotically opposing Communism are aiding the conspiracy, whether
they wish to do so or not, The anti-anti~-Communist is the greatest boon the Reds
possess,”’

I would like to make a few constructive suggestions, Everyone realizes that
our School Board has been under an increasing pressure of work., What would be
more logical than to increase the number on the Board from seven to nine? If not.
technically feasible, an advisory commitiee of three could be appointed. Perhaps
then our School Board could give as much time and imporiance to what is taught our
children as it gives to school builldings and facilities; perhaps then the School Board
could devote as much time to investigating Communist influences as it devotes to its
own public relations; perhaps then it could work with the Scarsdale Citizens Commit-
tee rather than against us,

May I read the first words we ever addressed to the School Board, on June 6,
1949: “The .. Committee is dedicated to the basic American principle of loyalty to
God and country. We represent neither political party nor sectarian creed, but we
are united in the conviction that there is a tremendous area of practical spiritual
agreement for all who believe in God and the Ten Commandments. Our aim is to co-
operate with all duly constituted authority in uphelding the principles of the Moral
Law."

What is needed are School Board members with the knowledge, the virtue, and
the zeal to keep communist influences out of our schools. The non-partisan nominat-
ing committee has the power to end the Scarsdale School controversy by nominating
three such individuals for election next year, particularly if two new posts were

‘milarly filled with gualified individuals.

The ultimate solution requires a more active interest on the part of the vast
number of good but silent anti-Communists in Scarsdale. Individual citizens have a
responsibility to know what is being taught our children. There is an old saying that
people get the government they deserve.
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The most important thing for you to do is to write or phox;e Mr. Robert G.
Fuller, President of the School Board, demanding to know how so much subversive

. propaganda material ever got into our school system. Also, tell him that a first

class school system like Scarsdale should publish a list of authorized textbooks.

Furthermore, find out:more about what Communism is and how it coperates.
Write 16 the U, S. Government Printing Office in Washington, D. C. for a reprint en-
titled "'Bibliography on World Communism'’ recormmended by Richard Nixon, the next
Vice-President of the United States, You can also get excellent bibliographies from
the American Legion, or from the U. S. Chamber of Commerce. The U. S. House
Committee on Un-American Activities has published a pamphlet (#136) entitled '*100
Things You Should Know About Communism’’ in the respective fields of Religion,
Education, Labor, and Government, which pamphlet you can also obtain from the
U. S. Government Printing Office in Washington, D. C,

What was revealed here tonight is a pattern of invasion. What are you going to
~ do about i1? Only by the sincere and informed cooperation of all real anti~Commu-~
nists in Scarsdale can the Scarsdale school controversy be resolved.
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"IN _DEFENSE OF OUR CHILDREN' (f

Address by Willlem C. Kernan

At Meeting of the Scarsdale Citizens Committes, Scarsdale High School,
Thursday, December 4, 1952, at 8130 P.M,

When four years ago the Scarsdale Citizens Committee began to expose
commumnist dnfiltration in the Scarsdale publio schools, we expected that it might

take ten years to win our fight to free the sahools of communist influences. We also

et i e et v e

expected to be abused, mlsrepresented; and scorned by some people. We took the stand
that anyone who was not prepared to endure hardship in this fight for God end country,
had befter not begin it. What we expected would happen, has happened. We have been
abused, misrepresented, scorned - and, lately, denied even the opportunity to present
our case to the citizens of Scarsdale in the columns of the local newspaper, although
news favorable to. our opponents‘has found a volce in tﬁat paper. Recently it printed
e news item calling attehtiqn to an utterly misleading article agaiﬁst us whioh ap-
peared in the Oclober issue of McCall's magazine.

Ve expected all this, What we did not expect was the position taken by the
Superin%enaent of Schools, WMr, Archibald B, Shaw., Mr, Shaw does not refute the

dooumented _evidence we have _presented to prove the presence of communist infiltration

s e
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in our public schools, He cannot refute it, For facts speak for themselves, As
reported in the Scarsdale Inguirer for April 11, 1952, the Superintendent, unable to
refute our faots, called them "botally unfounded and despicable charges.”

If they are unfounded, as he says, why does he not produce the proof to ;
demonsgtrate it?

And as for their being despicable, does he really degpise them? Does he
despise the truth which is spoken when we charge that there are more than 75 titles
of books in the Scarsdale High Sohool library written by Communists and communist
sympathizers? Does the Superintendent of Schools look with disfavor ang contempt on
the facts which prove that Louis Dolivet, who spoke in-one of ocur schools, is a
Communist? Does he look with disfavor and contempt on the documented evidence which 7

shows that Pearl Primug, who lectured and danced in our schools at taxpayers' expense,

1s a member of the Communist Party? Does his contemptuous regard for facts extend to v
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his protection of Otte Klineberg, who lectured in a public school building hers and

who has a record of affiliabion with communilst fronts, and was, as we showed by sworn

tgstiﬁony, a lecturer at the communist School for Demoocracy in New York Gity? How

far will the Superintendent now carry his contempt for the facts? Will he now tell
us that he regards with contempt our documented charges against Bernard Riess, who
lectured to Scarsdale High School students last January, and who has since been dis-

mmmem s e m

charged from the faoult& of Hunter College because he would not affirm or deny before

~ the MoCarran Committee that he had ever been a member of the Communist Party? What

is despicable heret What is to belregarded with diafavor and contempt here? . Cur
charges, exposing Gommunists and communist gympathizers who have been permitted, with
the Board of Education's consent and with Mr, Shaw's approval, to lecture in Scers~
dale public school bulldings? Is fhis despicable -~ to gxpose the communist con-

spiracy? Or 1s the despicable thing - the thing to be regarded with disfavor and

| contempt - the Superintendent's‘defense of the practice of permitting Commmists and

communilst sympathizers to use the public school buildings?

In the Inquirer's report of his speech before the April meeting of the
Board of Education, Mr. Shaw, unable to refute our charges, attempted to belittle
them. After all, according to him, out of all the speakers who have lectured on
public school property over the last three years there waren't many whom the Oitirens
Committee charged with being Communists or affilisted with communist fronts and
causes, After all, according to Mr, Shaw, out of all the books in the high achool
library the Citizens Committee chafgad that only a "handful' were written by Com-
munists and people associsated with.communist fronts and causes,

The import of the Superintendent's position ise What harm can a little
evil do? I assume that he agrees with me that Communism is & recognizable evil, I
mugt assume that he disagrees with me that even a 1ittle of this communist evil is
not to be tolerated in Ameriocen publlie sohools. To tolerate a little evil is to
establish the principle that you may tolerate more, How much more? How many more

communist speekers? How many more communist propaganda bookg? Where does the

4
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Superintendent intend to draw the 1ine?
To say that you tolerate a little evil is the same thing as to.say that you
tolerate a 1little bit of murder. It is to lay down the principle that murder is to
be tolerated. How much murder is to be tolerated? To tolerate a little evil is to w

,

admit that you don't object to the use of narcotlos by children -~ provided they use
only a little. How much is that? How far will you go before you draw the line? To o
say.that a little evil may be tolerated is to affirm that a little treason may be
exocused, After all, according to this aﬁgument, there was only one Alger Hiss, only
one Fuchs, If you once admit that treason is not a serious matter because there
isntt much of it, how far must treason be tolerated before you act against it? ‘ i
Mr, Shaw's position is untenable. No civilizmed socisty ever tolerates evil
to any degree. No society can live by tolerating evil - even a little of it. On the
. contrary, society protects itself against the slightest manifestation of evil in |
order that it may not be coﬁpelled later to probect itself with more difficulty
againgt greater evil.
There is no such thing as tolerating a little murder, There is no such
thing as tolerating the use of a small quantity of narcotics by children. And there
is no such thing as tolerating a 1itﬁle communism in American public schools.
What, I wonder, is Mr, Shaw's attitudé toward the scandals in the Bureau of
Internal Revemus? According to Senator Monroney, they "have shaken the country with
a tremendous impact," And again, to guote the senator: "If the confidence of the
public in this important agency is to be restored, olearly sbtrong corrective action '
must be taken immediately,™
Why the rush? Why eny action at all? There are 57,000 employees in the =
Bureau of Internal Revenue. How many of them have heen charged with wrongdoing?
Senator Monroney says only about four one~thousandths of 1%. And yot he insists
that because of the wrongdoing of this four one-thousendths of 1% of employeos
Ugtrong corrective action must be taken immedlately." Senator Monroney is right,

He réallizes that a 1little evil is not to be tolerated - that to tolerate a little evil
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is to’admit the principle of evil itself. Does Mr., Shaw agree with Senator Monroney?
Does he agree with the vast majority of the American people that the little evil in
the Bureau of Internal Revenue is cause for immedizte correctlve sction? If he does,
how can he desplse the evidence - which he cannot refute — of communigt infiltration
in the Scarsdale public schools?

| If the Superintendent cannot prove that our evidence is false, it mus£
stand, I am sure he dannot prove 3t is false because had he been able to, he would
have done so before now, And if ourlevidanca is true, then there is communilst in-
filtration in our public schools, Little or much, it is there, And little or much
it must be rooted outl- That 1s the sole issue in thils debate, And Mr. Shaw 1s going
to be made to keep that fact béfore himself. .

There never was a time in Ameriocan hisbory when the danger of a few evil
pecple to the many good people loomed so ominoug, For Communists do not employ or
need many adherants to accomplish their purpose of conquering a country. They do
need a few in strategic places « and Indifference and apathy to their conspiracy on
the part of loyal cltizens. There were only a few Communists in Czéchoslovakia - and
a lot of anti-Communists who thought that a 1ittle communism could be tolerated.
Today Ceechoslovakla is a communist country. There were only a few Commumists in
Hungary - and a lot of anti-Communists who were indifferent to communist propaganda.
Today Hungary is a communist country. If the great majority of anti-Commwmists in
those countries hadcrushed the 1llttle communism when it first appeared, they would
have been free today., I propose that in Scarsgdale we who are really anti-Communists
remove every trace of commmist infiltration in this village on the principle that it
is ovil ~ and as such cannot be tolerated -~ and that 1f we eliminate commmist in-
fluences now, we ghall ba spared the danger of being deluged by thém later, I pro-
poss that in defense oﬁ our schoolg the non~partisan committe nominate to the Board
of Education some.people who know what Communism is - can recognize it when they see
iﬁ ~ and have the oourage'to gxpose and rout it,.

This is the very least we can do in defense of American children in our

o
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public schools. I believe they have a right to be protected against concealed com-
munlst propagands and the false teaching that a llttle communism can be tolerabted. I
believe they deserve somethlng better than to be encouraged to regard as despiocable,
documented charges that communist infiltration is present in our schools. I believe
that they have a right to know that communism is evil - that it is a conspiracy to
"destroy our country - that it enslaves, debauches, and dehumanizes man, Just one
alertimember on the Board of Educabtion who understands these things, and who will act
courageously, can end the indifferénce, oonfusion, and evasion by constituted authority
which has opened our pchools to. communist infiltration. Such a man must be elscted
to our Board of Education.

All we have to do to defeat communism is for good anti-Communists - which
includes the majority of Scarsdale citizens - to work as hard for God and country as
QCammunists work against God and country, I believe that sinoére anti~-Communists in
Scarsdale are going to do it. Communism will not conguer the United States if the
people who know the truth speak for her and act as her champions. Truth triumphs,
but tfuﬁh triumphs through men who are not afraid to proclaiﬁ her soverdign rights.

We must fight for her and suffer for her, When enough of us do that the eyil of
communism will die,

What the Citizens Committee has done will live in the history of this village
ag proof that some people hare cared enough for its good name to work unceasingly in

. order to drive communist influences out of its public schools, and persevere until the
viotory was won, And that victory, under God, will be won - if not today, then to-
morrow ~ but we sghall wiﬂ the victory. For we have truth on our gide and our cause
here is one with the cause for which American youths fight on the battlefields of
Korea, and for which millions of American patriots at home are contending in thousands
of American communities. On our banners - whether in Korea or in Scarsdale ~ rides

the hope of American freedom today and in all the days to coms,
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Board of Education and professional ©': Fach year the Town Club studies . . praisal of the adequacy of our teach- ! !

stall to welcome additional commu-- thé proposed school budget, and prints - ing of American citizenship and elvic «
nity help; and thdt help has happily -apd distributes copies of its veport. responsibility. The Board appmnted
- been given by citizens accustomed fo prior to the annual District meeting, * a committee of citizens who reexam- .. )
“ an intimate and steady mterest I 'The PT.A., the League of Women"'ined the subject, et with teachers . ‘-"
their schools, - Voters, and the Public Affairs Com~ "~and made a long printed report that '~ . ¢
A brief survey of our general ‘ac~"" mittee of the Woman's Club conduct ” " was mailed to every Scarsdale re51-- e
tivities prior to the eruption of cur-- meetings to study -school problems ~ dent. . P )
.« rent problems 'will give background " and-to appraise educational philoso- (4) Several yea}s ago a few 1{-}31-_‘ i
" for recent developmenis, ' ' phies as reflected in our own local " dents, convinced that there was Com-
i . The Town Club of Scarsdale is an . schools. v munist influence in the schools, began l.,._.* :

" - organization of 1,030 men interested * "\The schools themselves bung in  to besiege the superintendent and the :
.. in civie affairs. A Town Club resolu~ . groups of parents to ascquaini them - Board with-demands for serutiny of
". tion. adopted at a meeting of the with school policies. The P.T.A. Coun-  texthbooks and staff and with aceusa-",
. School District iwenty years ago, cil has a Public Relations Cormmittee tions ofindifference. to Communist in- 2
spells ont the procedure that has been _ {o help in interpreting to. the com- fltration.The community rallied tothe |
used ever since to select members of “mynity what the schools are trying ° support'of the Board and staff by giv- i

", the Board of Education.” . to achieve, Ce ing them an overwhelming wvote of .
. A village-wide nominating commit~ *  So much for the usual commumty confidence at the annual District meet- o3
- te¢ of fifteen members is set up by intexest, How hay it been inﬁuent;al mg in three consecutive years. In’ the

- the p1esxdents of the Town Club, the '~ . L =
*. Woraan's Club,. and the Pareni-  pay ‘ . _
. Teachers Assocation Council in con~
" sultation with other representative
- residents. The nominating committee
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"cmuse of the contlovelsy, the Board

« - their statements of pglicy so that citi-
+ 7. zeng cad judge them, .o
Last April a group of 1es1é{ents not
" a formal committee, drew Up an open |
+ letter to the Board expressing confi-

‘trative and teaching staffs, The let-!
T fer was Slgned by more than 3,000
- people, -+ - .
- At the annual Distriect meeting last .
. May, with over 1,500 citizens present,
-+ a resolution was pxesented by a Town
%'+ Club member and adopted with only *.
~“-one dissenting vote, authorizing - the

\

dence in the Board and the adminis- .

Salorda
3/7/

‘plesidents of the PTA Councxl, the

_the League of Women Votets to form

i . & nucleus commitiee to call upon'the

community and to take action as they
"deem necessary in defense of Scars-
dale’s schools. . -
Progress has™ not come without
" friction and heat, difficulties and dif-
ferences, of opinion; but through ex-
tending and deepening . community
 understanding of its system of publie
_education, Scarsdale is-enriching its
traditionally good school-and-com-.
. munity relationship, We haye learned *
its vaIue. S ;
- >

“and staff have formulated and printed - Woman's Club, ‘the Town.Club, and
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By resolution of the Board of Governors of the Town Club, adopted

- April 3, 1952, the Education and School Budget Committee of the Club

for 1952.53 was asked to prepare a reporf on tlie controversy concerning
alléged “Communist infiltration’ in the Scarsdale schools. The mandate to the
Committee called for a factual report on the history of the controversy, its
effect on the quality of our school system, its general effect on the community.
Inewtably, howéver, this report will have to conrcern itself with matters of
opinion as well as with matters of fact,

We have also, in',the interest of orystallization of the hasm issugs,
Hmited ourselves fo ‘whit we believe are the facts reasonably essential to
understanding the issues, recognizing that other facts may be in varying
degrecs relevant to the history of this controversy, We have conscionsly
attempted, however, to keep to a minimum and eliminate, unless essential,
comments and incidents involving personalities more than issues,

History of Controversy

The controversy regarding “Communist infiltration” of the Scarsdale
schools began a few years ago, when Mr, Otto Dohrenwend, a long-time
resident of Scarsdale and a member of the Town Club since 1938, organized
a local group, known as the Committee of Ten.

His interest in Communism stimulated by service on a Federal Grand
Jury, Mr, Dohrenwend became aware that certain books by authors alleged
to be’ Communists or fellow travellers were included in the library of the
Scarsdale High School &nd some were on recommended reading lists for
students. Private retnonstrances with the Superintendent of Schools, the
principal of the High School and members of the Board. of Education having
failed to eliminate the books in question from the High School libvary,
Mr. Dohrenwend formed the Committee of Ten, later called the Scarsdale
Citizens Commitice, Mr. William C, Kernan, formerly the Rev, Mr, Kernan,
and the Rev, August W. Brustat have been other active leadeis in the
Citizens Committee, whose complete membership and list of officers have
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never been made public. Your commitiee asked for such a list but did not
receive one. Mr, Dohrenwend has been the active head of the organization,
whether or pot its titular chairmen, and its chief financial backer.

Private remonsirances shortly gave way to public demumciations of
certein library books and text books used in the Scarsdale schools. Appear-
ance of members of the Committee of Ten at a Board of Education meeting
in September, 1949 was followed by a full scale attack on specific titles at the
open meeting of the Board on October 3, 1949. Mx. Kernan specifically
mentioned, two books by Howard Fast, the biography of Paul Robeson by
Shirley Graham, & book by Anna Louise Strong and an anthology of poetry
edited by Louis Untermeyer. Questioned by Board President Newlin, Mx.
Kernan suggested that the Board adopt a resolution forbidding the acquisition
of any books written by apologists for Commmists and Fascists. This
suggestion was rejected by members of the Board.

The agitation camie to a temporary climax with the publication a week
later of an open letter signed by 81 prominent citizens, men and women,
a copy of which is appended to this report. Mr. Dokrenwend has stated
to members of this committee that this open letter was shot through with
the Communist party line, particularly stressing the opening sentence. Two
members of this committee were among the eighty-one sigmers; others
would have been, i asked at the fime. .

If the open letter was shot through with the Communist party line,
many might assume that the author must have béen a Communist sympathizer
or concealed Communist, Awthorship of the opem letter has apparently
been a source of grest concern to Mr. Dobrenwend ever since it appeared.
The letter was written at an evening meeting held at the home of the President
of the Town Club, with thirteen Scarsdale citizens in attendancs, including the
Presidents of the Woman’s Clab, the Parent-Teacher Council, and the League
of Women Vaters, other officers of those organizations, and the President,
the Vice President, the Chairman and a member of the Education Committee
of the Town Club. The principal authors were Mr. Comrtney C. Browm,
assistant to -the Chairman™ of. the Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, Dr.
Warren Weaver of the Rockefeller Foundation, and Mrs., Burnham Finney.
The letter, as discussed and finzlly revised that same evening, had the
nnanimous approval of all thirteen present. All thirteen are well-known
citizens, free from the slightest suspicion of Communist affiliations or
sympathies;

Following publication of the open letter of 81, the so-called “Battle
of the Books” raged for some months in the form of verbel exchanges at
Board of Education meetings and publication of letters pro and con in
the columns of the Scarsdale Inguirer. Criticism of the books eentered
largely on the historical novels of Howard Fast. Such criticism took two
forms, condewwing the content of the books snd their authership. As to
the former, Fast’s works were pictured by Mr. Dohrenwend’s supporters as
obscene in addition to the charge that they painted the founding fathers
of the Republic in an unfavorsble light. As a result of the controversy,
many citizens of the village and many school children rezd one or more of
Fast’s books who would probably not otherwise have dome so. Howard Fast
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casinain

has a long record of association with so-called Communist “fronts” and, in
1950, served a term in jail for contempt of Congress for refosing to answer
questions put to him by a Congressional Committee. :

The controversy finally focussed on Howard Fasts “Citizen Tom
Pajne” At its November, 1949 meeling, the Board of Edueation wnanimously
adopted the report of its committee on educatiomal policies and teaching
staff, favoring continuance of the methods then, and still, in use for selecting
books for sehool use. The report also expressed confidence that the selections
were “being piade according to proper methods and by qualified persons
who are fully devoled to the American way of life” After continued com-
plaints the Board leter requested a committee of three teachers to make 2
fresh study of “Citizen Tom Paine” and decide whether it should be retained
in, or Temoved from, the High School library. This staff coxmmittee opposed
removal of the book and was upheld by the Board at its meeting of April 3,
1950. The meeting was attended by some 200 persons and argument between
members of the Committee of Ten snd other citizens continued for several
hours.

As recently as at ‘the public meeting held by the Scarsdale Citizens
Committes or. December 4, 1952, dennnciations of hocks in the High School
library have continued. Mr. Dohrenwend has stated that the Board’s policy of
judging books by content, not authorship was mmsound. Mz. 1. H. Schaumber,
an active member of the Scarsdale Citizens Cowmittes, in reviewing
“American Democracy Today and Tomorrow” by Goslin et al gt a Board
meeting on June 19, 1950 said that “the Communist Jine here is extremely
subtle.” This was a special meeting of the Board called for the express
purpose of permitting the Committee of Ten to present concrete ‘evidence of
“Commumist infiltradon.” : '

For the benefit of the committes, Superintendent Shaw has reviewed the
method of selections of library books used in the Scarsdale schools. There
are more than 20,000 volumes in the High School library, of which some
75, whose titles have not been folly specified, are by some thirty zuthors
alleged by the Citizens Committee to be tainted with Communism in some
degrée. All books in any Scarsdale school library are purchased om
requisition by the school librarian, if approved by the school principal and
the superintendent. Primary responsibility - for selection rests with the
librarian, a trained professional, who may receive suggestions from many
somrces — pupils, department heads, individual teachers, her own reading
of current Teviews in the “Saturday Review”, “New York Times”, and
“Herald Tribune”, recommended lists of the H. W, Wilson Co., professional
associations of educstors. For this reason no record of the souzces of such
suggestions has been or is being kept, so that it would be impossible to
say, for example, that purchase over a period of years of sixty or seventy
of the allegedly doubtful books in the High' School library resulted from
snggestions of 2 single individual. On the basis of statements by Mr. Shaw,
it seems highly mmlikely that such has beer the case. -

The High School library has had three librarians in the past seven yeays.
Most of the books criticized by the Citizens Committee-were purchased prior
to the regime of the present ineumbext. This affords no basis for questioning
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the loyalty or professional competence of her predecessors but books may
possibly have been screemed in the light of different criteriz since the
controversy began. One book sharply criticized by Mr. Dohrenwend was
purchased in the fall of 1951 — an anthology of Negro poetry by the poet
Langston Hughes. Mr. Hughes has recently, in 1953, testified before a
Congressional committee that Cormunist ideology was reflected in his writiags
up to 1950, Again the suthorship rather than the content is the basis for
attack, Superintendent Shaw has praised the poetry in the book as poetry of
‘a kigh order of ariistic merit.

With minox exceptions 'such as the Goslin book above mentiored, text
books used in the Scarsdale schools have not been criticized by Mr. Dohren-
wend and his colleagues. Three members of -this commitiee are engaged in
the publishing business and can testify that text-book publishing is a highly
competitive business involving some eighty firms, no one of which does as
much as 10% of the total volume of text-book business in the elementary and
secondary school fields. In judging the authorship and content of manuscripts,
publishers are more likely to err on the side of excessive caution than to
publish a book of whick the slightest Communist iaint might be chaxged by
competitors’ salesmen. .

Mr, Dohrenwend hes criticized the practice in the Superintendent’s
office of recording text-books adopted in a card file rather than publishing a
mimeographed list. Citizens are, of course, free to consult this card £le
as well as the minutes of Board mestings showing the formal adeption of
all text-books nsed in the schools. The State Department of Education at
Albany bas also set up machinery for reviewing text-books adopted by
any school system in the State zbout which complaint is received from
citizens. No such complaint has been registered with the Depariment by any
eitizen of Scarsdale, so far as the Superintendent’s ofice has been informed.
We think it a reasonable suggestion that each yeer there should be prepaved
a Bst of the text-books currently to be in use for that year and that the
High School Library should follow the practice of listing new accessions
each month. :

Controversies Over Speakers

Mr. Dohrenwend and kds associates later began to criticize the selection
of speakers appearing at various functions in school buildings. In September,
1950, Lt. Col. McConahay, since deceased, denounced various speakers who
had participated in an off-campus prograx of lectures held in the Scarsdale
High School for Scarsdale and other .teachers. The ten professional
educators participating in this program, intended to develop further the
professional skills of the teacher audiemces, included Dean Melby of the
N.Y.U. School of Education, President Taylor of Sarak Lawrence College
and Prof. Loewenberg of that szme institution, All of these distinguished
educators were accased by Col. McConshay, according to the “Scarsdale
I‘?quirer” of Septeraber 22, 1950, of affiliations with varions Cozomunist
“fromts.”

This attack was the prélnde to a full-scale denuncietion carried by the
“Inquirer” as a full page advertisement signed by Mr. Dohrenwend in its
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issue of Jamuary 5, 1951. The advertiscment dealt with & talk given by
Louwis Dolivet, then international editor of “[Inited Nations World™, on the
subject “The Nation and World Comxoumity”, at 2 meeting of .the Greenacres
Parent-Teacher Associztion on March 18, 195C. Tn 1952 Mx. Dolivet was

denied a visa to refurn to the United States becanse of alleged pro-Corrmunist

sctivity. The meeting was held in the Greenacres School, nsed by permission
of the Superintendent of Schools, under the authority of the Board of
Education.

The advertisement quoted Rep. Edward H. Jenison of Hlinois as stating
in the Congressional Record of May 25, 1950: “A certain State Department
official described Dolivet as 2 very dangerous Stalinist agent 2nd 2 member
of fhe Internations] Communist apparatus’” Having brought the matier to
the attention of the Board of Education on December 4, 1650, Mr. Dohrenwend
was informed by Superintendent Shaw that: “The use by the Greenacres
Parent-Teacher Association of school facilities on Maxch 13, 1950 for open
house and a speaker was authorized in zccordence with established procedares.
The Board expects to make the facilities of the sckools available to any of
the Parent-Teacher Association organizations whenever they request and no
prior use has been arranged. The programs ave the respousibility of the
Parent-Teacher Associations and the Board has ro intention of exercising
supervision over them.” In a letter to -the “Inquirer”, published on May 4,
1051, Mr, Kernan stated that “he (Louis Dolivet) spoke with the Board of
Education’s approval before the Greenacres PT.A.” Presumahly the foregoing
statement of the Board, disclaiming any intention of exercising supervision
over B.T.A. programs, was construed by Mr. Kexnan a2s “approval”

Program chairman of the Greenacres P.T.A. in the spring of 1950 was
Mr. George F. James, a-director of Standard Vaeunm Qi1 Co., 2 member of
this committee. Nearly three years after the Dolivet speech, Mr. Dobrenwend
aiill feels that Mr. James was “sold a bill of goods.” M. James comments
on this possibility as follows:

“As you are aware, L was chairman of the P.T.A. program Committee
that year. One of the members of the program comunittee was Mr. Will W.
Garey of 138 Brite Avenue, Scarsdale. We had developed o general idea for
2 series of meetings starting with the ¢hild in the environment of the home,
then the school and then the outer world and were seeking a spesker for’
the third of these meetings. Mx. Garey, who is in the publishing business with
MeGraw-Hill, had recently met certain of the editors and directors of the
“{Tited Nations World” The “United Nations World”, as you probably
know, is & magazine not officially connected with the United Natious, which
contains articies on various trends and events of international importance.
The directors of the corporation publisking the magazine included 4 pmmber
of well-esteblished . and highly xegarded business men. I believe that
Thomas W, Phillips, Sr. was at that time Chairman of the Board. Mr. Garey
had met Mr. Dolivet and was impressed by bis comsiderable personal
magnetism, ability as a speaker and knowledge of internations} affeirs. Mr.
Garey accordingly suggested to me that Mr. Dolivet might be & desirable

speaker, I invited Mx. Dolivet to speak and he did speak.
“No individual other than Mr. Garey and myself suggested or was
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involved in the selection of Mr. Dolivet as a spesker, slthough the other

members of the program committee and the late Mrs. Gravely were aware.

of the selection. It is perhaps unnecessary to add that Mr. Garey is a men
of unquestionsble patriotism and loyalty and unbmpeachable veracity and
integrity.” The Committee is happy to make the same observations regarding
Mr.-James. The process of selection here described is typical of the program
work of any volunteer organization with lizsited funds.

Following the Dolivet “incident” the next cause celehre to engage public
attention revolved around performances by Pearl Primus, a Negro daneer,
who hag.been charged with associations with varions Commumist “fromts.”
Shke performed hefore several schol assembly programs on January 3, 1951.
This differed in one fundamental respect from the Dolivet speech in that
Pear] Primous not only appeared in school buildings but was directly engaged
by the school staff, appeared before school childven and was paid from public
fimds, No suggestion has been made publicly that Miss Primus’ performances
as such had any propagandistic value for the Commnnist cavse. -

Third of the incidents invelving speakers in school buildings centered
about Dr. Otto Klineberg, who gave a lecture at the Scarsdsle Adnlt School
in the fall of 1951. Dr. Klineberg is a citizen of Scarsdale, resident here
some ten years or more, a professor of psychology at Columbia University,
a recognized anthorily on race relations and kindred-subjects. The Adult
School is a non-profit organization giving evening courses on a wide range
of subjects in the High School building, by permission of, but without any
sponsorship or control by, the Board of Education. Dr. Klincherg was
acensed by the Citizens Committee of having been Hsted as 2 lecturer In
1941 and having appesred at the “School for Democracy™, later the “Jefferson
School of Social Science’, a Commnmist propaganda center, in New York,
Dr. Klineberg denied publicly that he had ever spoken a1, or permitted his
name to be used by, that school. The attack on Dr. Klineberg aroused great
indignation among a wide circle of friends in the Village.

In the winter of 1951-52 another resident of Scarsdale was publicly
attacked by the Cifizens Committee, Dr. Bernard F. Riess, then an associate
professor of psychology at Hunter College, was invited by Principal Nelson
of the High School to address a “career conference” for students i the final
two years of the High School comrse of study. The object of these career
conferences is to assist students in the choice of a career or of college courses
selected with a career in view. Qualified Scarsdale residents, usually parents
of ¢hildren in the School, are asked to speak on their specialties to groups
of students and do so as a matter of public service. Dr. Riess was one of 46
invited participants during the 1951-52 school year. It has not been charged
that his talk to the students had any Communist connotations. However, in
the fall of 1952, he declined to answer the questior whether he was or ever had
been 2 Communist before a Congressional investigating eommittee and has
since been dismissed from his post at Hunter College.

In conmection with the controversy over speakers it is important to
bear in mind that, during the period In question, seversl bundred have
appeared at the functions involved and the sppearance of only seven is in
any way in question.
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Public Meetings

Tn eddition to appearances hefore the Board of Education, publication
of inmumerable letters to the “Scarsdale Inguirer” and distribution by mail
throughout the village of pamphléls stating their views, the Citizens Coma-
mittee has held two public meetings, one at Edgewood Schocl on March
27, 1952 and ome in the High School anditorivm on December 4, 1952.
The first meeting was packed to the capacity of the school gymmasium,
probably €00, and many were turned away. Messts, Brustat, Dohrenwend,
Kernan, Marcus and Meehan were the speakers, repeating their charges of
“Communigt infiltration” but adding little to them. The mesting was held in
an atmospherg of considerable emotional tension. Questions from the andience
were permitted only in writing and well-known citizens who tried to ask
questions from the floor were threatened with ejection.

The second meeting was much less well attended, though an outside
speaker of prominence, Mr. Herbert A, Philbrick, had been advertised as an
attraction for the meeting. Mr. Philbrick was wmable to attend and Dr. Bella
V. Dodd, well-known ex-Communist, spoke iz his place. Mr. Dohrenwend,
Dr. Brustat and Mx. Kernan spoke for their Committee, Aside from a direct
attack on Superintendent Shaw by Mr. XKeman, the three speskers mostly
reiterated the familiar allegations. However, Mr. Dohrenwend introduced a
new note, with the suggestion that the membership of the Board of Education
be increased from seven to nine. If this were done and i persons “with the
knowledge, the virtme and the zeal to keep Communist influences out of
our schools” (langusge quoted from Mr. Dohremwend’s speech), were elected -
to ‘11 the three vacancies on the Board as of July, 1953, and the two new
posts, people sharing the views of the Citizens Commmee would then be
in control of the Scarsdale school system.

In reply to a question from the floor, whether the Citizens Commiitee
believed that any members of the schoo] sdministration and staff were
Communist sympathizers, Mr. Keman replied that they had no evidence of
such affiliations, but that, if they were given the power to make a full
investigation, “we’d soon find out.”

National Publicity

Bcarsdale, for reasons well kmown to all of us, readily attracts national
publicity. The activities of the Scarsdale Citizens Committee early received
publicity outside the Iimits of the village. The controversy over books and
speakers in the schools has had considerable space in the New York dailies
in the form of pews articles, editorizls and letters to the editor. Several
community leaders participated in a radio broadcast on the subject over
Station WMCA, New York, in the spxing of 1952. Mr. Dokrenwend was
invited to participate but declined. Axticles have also appeared in various
publications with national circulation, primarily in support of the position
of the Board of Education. The Jeading article of this .character appeaved
in “McCell's” for October, 1952, In March, 1953, the “Firing Lime™,
published by the American Legion, not only included a reference to: the
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controversy unfavorable to the position of ‘the Board, but suggested that
donations be sent to the Citizens Committee.

" Mr. Dokrenwend has expressed strong resemtment at much of the
publicity his efforts have received. At the outset of the meeting with your
committee on Novemher 9, 1052, he stated that your chairman owed him
a public apology because newspaper headlines and radio commentators
used the word “investigate” in reporting the vote of the Board of Governors
of the Town Club requesting the preparation of this report. Your chairman
folt that his responsibility did not go beyond the content of the Governors’
resolution and the release prepered by the Club’s Publicity Convmitiee,
neither of which used the word in question. -

One result of the publcity this unfortumate controversy kas received
has been the Teceipt of numerous letters, mostly addressed to Superintendent
Shaw, from people all over the country, concerning the sitnation. Some have
been of the anouymous, poison pen, abusive type. Others have demanded
information in such terms as, “Please advise me immediatly why youm
employ Communists in the Searsdale school system.” Some merely request
an explanation of the controversy while cthers have przised the Board of
Fducation and the school administration for sticking to their principles
under pressure. . i

Members of your committee have bad the experience of being questioned
by acquaintances from other paxts of the country as to why we employ
Communists iz our school system. How widely this impression of our
community has been spread, we have no way of knowing. Nor, of course,
is there zny way of telling how widely held is the opinion that Scarsdale bas
supported its schools under attack. i -

Effect on Controversy on School System

-Following the meeting of Marck 27, 1952 at Edgewood School, -tHe
Scarsdale Teachers Association, composed of every teacher in the system,
submitted a statement to the Bosrd of Education reading in part as follows:
“Druring the three years in which the Scarsdale schools bave been under
attack, the professional staff have concentrated their efforts on maintaining
without impairment those standards of education which have been established
in our school systern — There have been repeated assurances that the teachexs
aré not a target of these attacks. However, we feel ourselves 1o be directly
in the line of fire. As staff members we are directly involved in helping to
determine policy, in choosing materials, and in interpreting them. Question-
ing textbooks or reference readings must also involve questioning the
interpreters of these materals.”

Superintendent Shaw in addressing the Board on‘April 7, 1952,
commented on the “destructive effects on our staff” of “the latest broadside
of Mr. Dohrenwend, Mr. Kexnan and Mr, Brustat, and, of the March 27

- meeting,” on the “lowering of morale” among the whole staff. “Although
the shock and discomragement may at first seem out of proportion to the
repetition of an old attack in a slightly new form, it is not only the renewal
of the totally unfounded and despicable-charges that must be copsidered -~ it
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goes much deeper. It hits each teacher personally.” This language is in sharp
contrast to the belief expressed by Mr, Dohrenwend privately o your
chairman, that in a secret ballot a majority of the teachers in' Scarsdale would
support the activities of the Citizens Committee, Mr. Shaw’s use of the word
“despiceble” caused bitter resenmtment among members of the Citizens
Committee, who apparently deemed it an affront directed at them personally,
although the context of his remarks would seem to indicate that he was
only expressing his opinion of the charges. :

By overwhelming vote at three successive annual School District meetings
and by thousands of signatures in open letters to the Board of Education,
the community has expressed its confidence in the administration and staff
of the schools. Any damage to the morale of the teachers and staff resalting
from activities of the- Citizens Commitiee does not seem to heve impaired
seriously, as yet, the quality of the education offered by the Scarsdale

" schools. There zre indications, zccording to Superintendent Shaw, that the

controversy has made it a little more dificult to recruit mew teachers for
the system, but, so far, it has been possible to find enough applicants of
the necessary moral courage and self-confidence as well as the required
professional qualifications,

During the period covered by this report the school population of
Scarsdale has grown at 2 rapid rate and the school district is mow in the
midst of an ambitious building program with one new elementary school
under construction and one or two new junior high schools in immediate
contemplation. The inordinate zmount of time devoted to the alleged
“(ommunist infiltration™ of our school system by the Board of Education
since September, 1949 has wadoubtedly diverted the efforis of the Board
from dealing with urgent construction problems, delayed the construetion
program and perhaps resilted in finencing it in 2 less favorable bond
market. Charges by the Citizens Committee took all or a large part of the
time of the Board at ten out of twelve of ita open meetings in 1940-50 and
have oceupied a2 great deal of its attention subsequently. Board members
are drafted by their neighbors for public duty and devote as much Hme as
may be required to the affairs of the School Distriet. To impose unnecessary
burdens npon them is obvicusly wnfair to them and mwst #njure, in some
measure, the work of the schools.’

Fortunately the people of Scarsdale have a long tradition of regponding
to calls of public dity. So far, nominating commitiees have had no difficalty
in enlisting the services of able and quelified people for the Board of Edu-
cation. Tf Jong continuance of the “Communist infiltration™ controversy should
change this favorsble climate, it would be an unforttmate consequence.

Effect of \Controversy on Community

No precise statement can be made as to the effect of the controversy on
the community. For one thing, it has undoubtedly intensified the interest of
the village in its schools. Prior to 1950 normal attendance of voters at the
anmual meeting of the school district was shout fifty, thanks to the smooth
operation of -Scarsdale’s non-partisan nominating system. Ie Mey, 1950 1,350
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persons attended the dnmmal meeting and 1,084 votes were cast, of which
1,078 were for the election of the regular nominees. A year later 1,106 votes
were cast, of which 1,055 and 1,059 respectively were for the regular
nominees, 38-for Mr. Kernan, who was nominated from the floor without his
knowledge or comsent, others scattered “write In™ votes. In May, 1952,
1,392 voters were recorded, casting 1,367 votes, 1,365 votes, 1,352 votes
and 1,352 votes respectively for the four noxinmees of the non-partisan
nominating committee. There were 26 writein votes. Following the 1952
meeting Mr. Dohrenwend expressed the belief that the two or three thousand

qualified voters who did not-attend the meeting were supporters of his views. .

This does not appesr to your committee to be 2 reasonable deduction fr?m
the facts, even though attendance at the meetings was encouraged by active
campaigns by Parent-Teacher Associations, the Town Club and other groups.

On the destractive side, the controversy haes certainly mpa::ed.the
feeling of meighborliness in Scarsdale. Members of the Citizens Committee
bitterly resent many of the things that have been said about their activities.
Many citizens who have vigorously supported the Board of Efiucatmn
have resented the implication that they were less hostile to Communiste, less
alert to its dangers than members of the Citizens Committee. We do not know
who the members of the Citizens Commitiee axe, notwithstanding effotts to
obtain a list, but it has been stated that members of a_ll three ?f. the
principal religious groups in Scarsdale are associated with the Citizens
Committee. Even so, such a controvexrsy as this tends to arouse latent
religious bigotry,

Activities of Town Club Committee

Before undertaking a study of the documents in the case, the Chalrman
of the Committee was invited to spend an evening with Mr. Otto Doh:erm:end,
leader of the anti-Commumist group calling itself the Scarsdale Citizens
Committee, znd Myr. Herbert A. Philbrick, anti-Commumist author - of
“T Ted Three Lives” at the home of Mr, Frederick H. Lewis, .Chairman
of the Publicity Committee of the Town Club. During the evening a frank
discussion ‘of the situation occurred. ] B

Upon reporting the substance of the discussion to the.sub-commfttee
appointed to make the study — consisting of Messrs. Edm A_-d.el',ama,
Corsld E. Donovan, John P. Edmondsen, Albert Foreman, William J.
Hamisch, Henry Hofheimer, Jr., Chauncey M. Mayers, Malcolx_u Al MacI.nty;e,
George H. Ropes, Alfred P. Slaner, Philip L. Carret, Cheirman—it was
decided to make an effort to arrive at a modus vivendi between the szaus
Committee and the Board of Education. (Mr, Edmondson was appointed =
member of the Board of Education to £l a vacaney before this report was
covapleted and Mr. delima was elected a Village Trustee. Both therenpon
resigned from the Committee.) Snuccess of such an e&'ori‘,- it seemed to
members of your Coramitiee, would be a far more constructive resolt than
the mere preparation of 2 report. It was felt that the attempt would at ‘Ieast
have the merit of educating them as to the viewpoints both of the Citizens

Committee end of the Board of Education. Throughout-the discussions it
[12]
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was, of course, recogmized that the Board of Education is an official body,
legally charged with full responsibility for the conduct of the schools of
Union Free School District #1 of Scarsdale, and, therefore, occapies am
entirely different positfon from that of & self-copstiuted body like the
Scarsdele Citizens Committee or even from that of a Coxmittee representing
the prineipal civic association of the village.

After some negotiation, six members of the szb.committee and six
members* of the Scarsdale Citizens Committee met at the home of Chairman
Carret on November 9, 1952 and discussed the charges of the latter Committee
at length. Mr. Dohrenwend also expressed a desire to have a private meeting
arranged between himself and = few of his associates on the one hand and
some members of the Board of Education on the other.

At a somewhat later date, the members of the sub-committee spent an
afternoon with six members of the Board of Education and the Saperintendent
of Schools. The history of the comtroversy was thoroughly discussed and
the menbers of the Board took under consideratior, later accepting, an
offer by the sub-committes of its good offices 25 a channel of commaunications
between the Citizens Committee and the Board for the discussion of the
charges in eonfidence and without publicity. It was understood on both sides
that the successfnl development of this activity might lead to an “off. the
record” discussion between members of Mr. Dohrenwend’s group and mem-
bers of the Board. Acceptance of this offer was communicated to Mr.
Dohrenwend, who expressed disappointment that a meeting with members of
the Board had not immediately beer arranged.

At a later date, perhaps as = result of these preliminaries, members
of the Board did meet informally with members of the Citizens Committee in
the presence of Mr. Paul Smith, President of the Town Club, Mrs. Johu E. F.
Wood, President of the Womaxn’s Club and Mrs. Albert S. Swanson, President
of the Parent Teacher Comneil. We are informed that at this meeting the
represeniatives of the Citizens Committee asked questions and offered
suggestions to the Board members present which were discussed at some
length but that no agreement on basic prineiples or any suggested solution
of the controversy was reached. We understand that the members of the
Citizens Committes pressed their suggestion that the membership of the
Board be increased from seven to nine and wged, without suceess, that the
Board members endorse this suggestion as well as a companion proposal
that an advisory committee be created, the majority of whom would be

". members of the Citizens Commitlee, to concern itself with the alleged

Commurist infiltration In our schools.

Questiong of Principle

Many questions of principle have been raised in the course of the
controversy. Some of them seem to be worth discussing.

*Names and addresses of the six members of the Citizens Cémmittes present were:
Otto E. Dohrenwend, 19 Tompkins Hoad; the Rev. August W, Brastat, 27 Overhill Road;
J. Anthony Marcus; Andrew P. McLanghlin, 170 Bradley Road; Prof, James R, Meehan,
914 Post Rodd; L Herbert Schaumber, 15 Chesterfield Road. -
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Is the use of public money to purchase for the High School Library
a book whose authozship or content may be offensive to any group-in the
comzumity justifisble? No simple answer would seem to be possible. Many

. Library books undonhbtedly contain referemces to xeligion which would be

offensive to an avowed atheist. Contrariwise, no comummmicant of any Church
would endorse the content of 2ll the books in the collection, To eliminate
from the library all the books whose content respecting religlon, political or
social problems might offend some citizen, would strip the shelves to a large
degree. In selecting books the person or persons responsible should certainly
bear in mind, among other things, possible offense to eitizens. As a practical
matter, the underlying criterion must be, how essential as an educational tool,
is the book under consideration? In the final analysis, reasonable judgment
must be used. '

If authorship of & book can be a valid resson -for not buying it, what
aspect of authorship can comstitute such a reason? Many great Bgures of
world literature have led dissolute lives, and we do not deprive our children
of their works for that reason, The Citizens Committee would apparently
fix only one criterion: Is the anthor a Communist or fellow traveller?
This standard not only involves problems of fact but requires analysis of
the degree of association dnd motive, making it mearly. meaningless as an
automatically applicable standard. Actually many intelligent and loyal
citizens of Scarsdale have read books cited by the Citizens Committee with
an eye to Communist propaganda and have not detected it. ¥ere, too, in
the last analysis, we feel that it is a matter of reasonable judgment in selection
and how the book Is used. ; :

Is the Board of Education justified in maintaining itz “hands off” policy
in regard to programs held in school buildings by local organizations?
“The people of Scarsdale have taken it for granted that their school buildings,
representing an investment of mary millions of dollars, should be available
to responsible Jocal groups, outside school hours and npon payment of
reasopable fees. The High School auditorium is the only large hall in the
Village available for meetings and amateur theatricals. The High School
gymrasium is used for badminton and other evening recreation by adults.
Gymmnasia and ropms in the elememtary schools are frequently used for
meetings of neighborhood associations and other groups. Responsibility has
heen broadly interpreted. by the Board. Usnally the names of the officers and
members of a sponsoring organization are availsble but the Board has
twice permitted the Citizens Committee’ iiself, which does not supply such
a list of its members, to use school buildings for meetings. Should the Board
censor programs given in school buildings? Should it demand a loyalty oath
of all participants? Should it investigate to determine whether a group of
badminton players, for example, may not, in fact, be a “Communist Cell 7

How <carefully should the staff “screen” prospective speakers or
performers, volunteers or paid professionsls, at school assembly programs?
Here we have a “captive sudience” of children or adolescents at an impres-
sionable age. Certainly, no loyal citizen wishes to have them fed ideological
poison under public anspices and at public expense. Each year some 60 or
70 outside speakers appear at the High School alone, most of them local
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residents and parents of High School students addressing “career confer-
ences” Shiould the principal and his associates ask the Board for an extra
appropriation to cover cost.of investigation of such speakers? Should they
require a loyalty cath of edch speaker, recognizing that some loyal citizens
might regard the request as an insnlt while any concealed Communist would
certainly comply?

" The Scarsdale Inquirer of April 4, 1952, published a memorandurm
submitted by Principal Nelson 1o the Board describing the career conferences
and methed of choosing speakers. Fowr criteriz were Listed, as follows:
“(1) Professional and business qualifications— that is, training, experience,
position; (2) The speaker’s ability to present his material in an interesting
and stiroulating manner; (3) Our preference for 2 Scarsdale resident or
parent of present or former High School students; {4) Such knowledge,
based on persomal contacts, as we may have of the speakers. — In each case
the invitations have been dccormpanied with specific information to the
speskers concerning the things we wished him to disenss in his formal
presentation.” These are reasorable standards.

How serjous is possible indirect support of Commumism from Scarsdale
public funds by payment of fees to allegedly Communist speakers and of
royalties to Communist zuthozs? How important to authors and speakers
is the prestige and sanction implied by appearance in the Scarsdale schools?
Mr. Dohrenwend has stated that the Board of Education might as well have
made a dixect contribution of $150.00 to the Communist Party as to have
approved payment of that sum to Pear] Primns for her appesrances on
January 3, 1951. Royalties to anthors represent minor sums. Howard Fast
can hardly have received as much as $10.00 in royaliies from his publishers
from all of his books purchased for the High School library, On the other
hand, the prestige and sanction implied may be of far greater value to the
Communist cause and must be weighed in the scale of good judgment.
Probably most citizens will see these considerations in proper perspective.

Should Communism be taught in our High School? On this point,
both sides to the controversy seem to agree. The Citizens Committee helieve
that the subject should be “properly” taught, in such a manner as to stress
the destructive aspects of Comxmunist doctrine, the evil facts.of Communist
practices. The school authorities undorbtedly believe that any well-rounded
presentation of wmodern histery, government, econormics must also tske
cognizence of the existence of Commugist regimes and of Communist
efforts to conquer the world, Members of the school staff prefer the positive
approach of teaching American history and government in such a way as to
inspire enthusiasm for our country and its institutions rather than the negative
course of teaching fear and hatred of Communism, The recent success of 2
High School senior in winning frst prize in an American history essay
contest promoted by the “New York Journal American” was particularly
gratifying from this standpoint. This achievement was -only one of many
instances of success in these efforts. : :

Have members of the Board of Education properly carried ont: their
responsibilities in respect to the choice of text-books and Iibrary bocks, the
selection of speskers at school programs, the grant of permission to outside
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organizations to use school facilities? The policies of the Board in these -
matters have been stated during the course of the controversy. Members of
the Board do not and cannot persenally read every book purchased for the
schools —they do vote upon the adoption of texthooks selected by the
professional -educators of the staff, they have approved the method of
puarchase of library books upon requisition approved in each case by the
Superintendent, Principal and school: librezian. The Board has given
broad discretion to the staff 1o obtain odtside speakers capable of making
an educational contribution to assembly and other programs. The Board
has given like discretion to the staff to make school facilities available to
outside organizations wnder prescribed rules and regulations.

Would an investigation of the Scarsdale School system by some outside
agency settle the controversy? In Apxil, 1951, Governor Dewey was asked to
mmdertake such an investigation. The request was made by » group, outside
of Scarsdale, headed by Rabbi Schultz. No investigation followed. The
controversy itself, of course, revolves around the question whether or not a
case of “Communist infiltration” into the schools has been made by the
Citizens Committeé. If no such case has been made, then there is obviously
no ground for an investigation. A public investigation with the acquiescence
of the comoumity would undoubtedly bé regarded by the Board of Education
and school staff as a public vote of “No confidence”, with disastrous effect
upon the school system. .

Has the Boazd failed to give the Citizens Comrnittee sufficient considera-
tion of its complaints? Members of the Citizens Committee have stated to
your Committee that membexs of the Board heard them but did not lsten.
Actizally the record shows that members of the Board and staff have given
umcotmted hours to consideration of the issue rajsed, in oper meetings of the
Board, - private: conferences, innumerable telephone conversations, The
question: might well be reversed. How much time may the Board and staff
propexly devole to the complaints of one small group of citizens to the
neglect of their primary responsibility to the great majority for the conduct
of the schools?  ° . '

Has the Citizens' Committee been denied adequate opportunity to present
its case to the compiunity? The record shows. that the Scarsdale Inquirer
published in thé years 1949-52 inclusive 78 letters from just 21 persons
associated with ‘the Citizens Commrittee. Such letters and statements by the
Committee occupied 93534 inches of space.in the Inguirer. This is_slightly
more than all the news, pictures and editorial content in the 24.page issue of
March 27, 1953. A comparable amount of space, of course, was devoted, to
news, Jetters and comment shout the controversy from other sources.

Tn addition the Citizens Committee held two meetings of its own, wes
given much time ‘at many public meetings of the Board of Education, had
an opportunily t¢ present its case at three annual meetings of the School
District. Its charges were also presented in a number of broadsides distributed
widely through the mail to residents of Scarsdale. If any citizen of Scarsdale
refuses to believe thut there has been any “Commurist infiltration” in the
schools, it is not bfcause he has Jacked the opportunity to read or hear the
charges, repeatedly¥and in great detail. )

£16]

Conclosion

The members of this commyittee approached their study with minds as
open as possible, In arriving at our summearization of the controversy as above
expressed, we are, of couxse, mot an agency with powers of Investigaton,
but we have sought to obtain information and clarification from zll the
parties concerned. We have also relied upon statements of fact made to some
of us which we have not verified because of our belief in the integrity of the
source. Our conclusions as & Committer are based om the above approach
and the summarized facts and incidents above recited. These conclusions ave
not to be construed as an endorsement -by individusl members of this
Committee of all acts, opinions and policies of those who may agree with our
conclusions. ’

As we understand it, the basic charpge of the Citizens Committee is that
there has been and is within our schools Communist infiltration by pattern
and desigd, instigated or actively abetted locally and sufficiently evidenced by
the presence and use of certain books and certain speakers and performers
as above outlined. With thése conclusions of Communist inflization we do
not agree, on the basis of such evidence which we consider insufficient to
substantiate any soch conclusioms. On the contrary, we believe that there
is not mow, nor has there been during the immediately preceding years any
organized Communist infiltration of our schools; and that there are not now,
nor have there been during the immediately preceding years, any reasonable
grounds to conclude that the extremely occastonal appearance within our
schools of a speaker, performer or author who is or was = Communist or
sympathetic to the Communist cause has been due to other than sponsorship
in good faith.

We take it from conversations with members of the Citizeng Coramittee
thet they, too, agree that there could be instances of the presence of a
Comonunist author or speaker which would not justify conclusions of
Communist infiltration by design or intention within the schools or
community, Certainly we feel that, if there is addifional relevant evidence,
not publicly disclosed, of Communist infiltration &s charged by the Citizens
Committee, any such evidence in the possession of the Citizens Committee
should be presented to appropriate authorities and not to public controversy.
We know that the citizens of this community are, overwhelmingly ent-
Communist and desire that there should be no such- infiltration.

Ironelad assurances that a Communist’ zuthor or fellow traveller will
never find a place on the shelves of a school library, -or that no Cornmmist
or fellow traveller will hereafter play any role in any activities conducted
within school buildings, are impossible without the- creation of a system
of censorship or investigaton whkolly repugnant to amest Americans. We
feel sure that the commmmity would reject any suc]’;‘attempted solution.

Freedom of speech, being the right of all of us, the Citizens Committee
is frée to continue its cawpaign and reiterate its chaxges indefinitely. It is in
the American tradition, however, to expect that at some point a small minority
. will gracefully aceept.the fact that confidence in the admginisiration of those
attacked has been overwhelmingly expressed after repeated opportunities for
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criticism. In the present instance such criticism has tndoubtedly created
within the community a sharper focus upon, and sensitivity to, the problems
created by Communism.

Starsdale citizens have always taken pride in their school system. We
believe that its quality has been fully maintained during the trials and
tribulations of the past three and one-half years. We bespeak for the members
of the Board of Education during all this period, for Superintendent Shaw,
Principal Nelson of the High School, and all memhers of their staffs, the
thanks of the community for maintaining the high professiona] standards to
which we hope the citizens of Searsdale will continme to be accustomed.

Personnel of Committee

~ Of the members of the Education and School Budget Committee of the
Town Club originally appointed in August, 1952, three were appointed or
elected to public offce in March, 1953 and resipned from the Committes.
These three, Mr. John P. Edmondson, appointed to the Board of Education
to §ll a vacaney, Messrs. Edwin A. delima and Robert 8. Gordon, elected
Trustees of the Village, participated actively in the work of this Coramittee
and in the discussion of preliminary drafts of this report but cammot be
responsible for the report in its final form.

Mr. William J. Harnisch has signed the report with the request that a
supplement be attached to thé report, more clearly stating his views in
certain respects.

Mr. Gerald E. Donovan concurs generally in the conclusions of the
Comuittee but does not endorse the body of the report.

Respectfully submitteﬁ,

JoLEs BacEMan .
Wirriam J. Epvonps
Burweay Foevey

ArserT FOoREMAN

Jorx W. GARDNER
Worrasm J. Harwrses
Hexny HorgEMER, TR,
GEORGEF. JaMES
Craunery M, Mavers
Marcorm A, MacINTyrs
GEERT W. MERRELL
Lours A, Novis

Gzogree H. Ropes

AL¥RED P. SLANER

Prwre I, Canner, Chairman
April 16,1953 :
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Supplemental Report of William J. Harnisch

This is intended, not as a disseftt, but ag a supplement to the report.

The filing of a report by this Comumitiee is wntimely. It is to the -best
interests of Scarsdale that further efforts be made to resolve the controversy.

The controversy has resulted in unfortunste nationa) publicity. Unjust
and unfair accusations have been made, and emotional opinions expressed
without' complete knowledge of the facts. Un-Americans have aroused reli-
gious bigotry, and attempted to obscure the issues.

We must protect freedom of education, and also freedom of speech and
the press. We must be careful mever to permit any conditions whereby
corazaunists and fellow travelers, under the guise of zcademic freedom, conld
infiltrate our school system. '

There is no evidence of communism in our schools.

Reasonable people may differ as to the wisdom shown in selecting some
of the reference books in the High School Library, and as to the public
records pertaining thereto. ]

It appears that a taxpayer and parent camnot readily obtain a complete
Hst of text-books and referemce books used by his child: He would be
referred to a card index file and the minutes of the méetings of the Board of
Edueation. No book list is available of recent additions to the High Schaol
Library. . .

The Howard Fast books, under attack, used in the High Sckool are

" described by seme persons as poor literature, historically inaccurate and

obscene. Other persons support the dse of the books, claiming they do mot
contain commurist propagands and in no event should there be censorship
of books. The Board of Education relies on the endorsement of such books
by the Superintendent of Schools, the school principals and the librarian,
end will not make any inguiry, private or public, as to whether certain books
are originally recommended by a teacher, for unlabeled communist prop-
aganda or for use s an educational tool. The Board of Education follows this
procedure iy order not to interfere with freedom of education. The Scarsdale
Citizens Committee states thet such practice permits a condition which would
allow communism to exist undeiected. .

Adequate explanations have been given to this Committee for the presence
of certain persons at some edncational functions, as contained in the detailed
Teport.

The Scarsdale School system enjoys the reputation as one of the best in
the entire nation. The teaching staff is excellent, and their patriotism is
ungquestioned in the comixoversy.

The Board of Education has been endorsed by the commurity in non-
partisan elections by overwhelming vote at School Disirict meetings.

The Communist party has been, and still is, attempiing to infiltrate ofr
school sysiem and that of every town and ¢ity in the United States, sccording
to its program and the admissions made in the testimony and writings of its
former leaders. However, it has fajied to infiltrate the Scarsdale School system.

We mmust continue to protect our excellent system of education from
commurism and from interference with academic freedom. Man has a right
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to knowledge and the free wse thersof, to fulfill the purpose of his existence,
and this is incompatible with commurism.

We take just pride in our outstanding school system and its professional
staff, 'We have fine teachers, and in our friendly community it is also
possible to know many of them and admire their persomalities.and grand
character. Such teachers, and the religious and home training of the children,
mold the character of our future citizens. It is' therefore essential that
everyone take an interest in our system of edueation.

Et is believed that procedures might he adopted to end the prolonged
controversy. These are under consideration. This Committee has spent
countless hours over the last half year on this matter in a sincere effort to
consider, within its limited jurisdiction, the entire subjeet.

Tt is hoped for the best interests of Scarsdale that the report of this
Committee at this time will not remew and extend the controversy which
should be disposed of without further public agitation,

Respectfully submitted,
Wirriam J. HarNisex

APPENDICES

The following apﬁendices are attached to the Report on Alleged Com-
munist Infilivation in the Searsdale School System:

1. Chronology of the Controversy
2. Open letter to Board of Education, signed by 81 citizens,

October, 1949 .
3. Statement of Principles of Board of Education, April, 1952

CHRONOLOGY

1048 Mr. Dohrenwend protested to Superintendent of Schools the zppearance
Tane, in Fe};:uary, 1944 of Mrs. Vera Micheles Dean, of the Foreign Policy
Association, 85 2 speaker at a meetng of Scarsdale teachers. {Letters,
. conference). ‘
June, 1948 Mr. "Dobrenwend gave the Superintendent a one-year subscription to
Counteratieck. :

A d protested reference to Prof. Harlow Shapley of Harvard
%iyr éjiogﬁregpgii ]:E'frincipal Lester Nelson in talk before Fox Meadow
PT.A. (Lotters, conference). .

Qct., 1948 Mr. Dohrenwend requested information about books in the High Scheel

’ Lbrary by Howard Fast ar by Anna Louise Strong. (Telephone, letters,

conferences). |
Nov., 1948 Mr. Dobrenwend, at Fox Meadow P.T.A. Oper: House, abjected to display
o of pictre from Life as part of bulletin board display on medieral times.
Child kad brongkt in picture of knight on horseback which was captioned
as heing part of Commmmist pageant in Jtaly. (Eetters, conferences).

Sept., 1948

Nov., 1948 Intermintent conferences with Superintendent—net recorded (Mr.
Mar,1949  BDohrenwend and Mr, Kexnan).
April, 1948 Mr. Dohrenwend forwsrded to Superintendent the Tenney Committee

Report (Calif.). He sought further conferences.
[20]
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Jume 6, 1949
Fely 5,1949
Sept. 10, 1949
Qct. 2, 1949
QOct.5,1949

Qct. 9,1949
QOct. 14,1949
Oet, 14,1949 -

Nov. 7, 1949
Dec., 1949

Dec. 3,1949
Feb. 6,1950
Mar. 6,1950
Mar, 17,1950
Apr. 83,1950
Apr, 13,1950

May 2, 1950

May 5, 1950
May 9, 1950

Committee of Ten wrote to Board of Education —*Scarsdale Education
at thé: Crossroads”—offering services in helping to select new Saper-
intendent,

Mz. Kernan, sepported by Mr., Dohrenwerd and others, appeared before
Board of Education to oppose acceptance of federal aid by Scarsdele
schools for school Tunch program,

Mr. Dobrenwend with his attorney appeered before Board of Education to
protest against hooks hy left-wing anthers in High School library.

Messrs. Kernan, Dokrenwend, Schaumber, O'Donnell of the Committes
of Ten at Board of Education mesting protested books by “commmnist
apologists” in school library. Representatives present from many civic
organizations,

Mr. Kemnan addressed Scarsdale Post of American Legion. Mr. C. §.
Treacy introduced resclation “pledging support” to Mr. Keman's anti-
communist activities.

Searsdale Ameriean Veterans' Committee adopted resolution upholding
position of. Boaxd of Education.

Committee of Ten in letter to editer of Inguirer asked statement of
“criteria for selection of scheol books.

Group of 81 citizens made public 2 statement of educational philosaphy
npholding Board of Edneation,

Board of Education zdopted at open mesting the report of its committee
on éducational policies and t ing ateff, fevoring corntinmance of
prevailing metkod of selecting school books. Messrs. Kernan, 0'Donnell,
Halecki, Dokrenwend and Schanmber of Committee of Ten were heard i
opposition.

Mzr. Kernan and Mz. Schaomber, not registered for the cewrse, wisited
twe successive sessions of an “off carupns” course for teachers entitled
“Studies in American Life” being presented by New York University and
Sarah Lawrence College, at the Scarsdale High School. They were turned
away from a third session. -

Mr. Archibald Shaw was appointed Superintendent of Schools,

Mr. Treacy appeared ot Board of Education meeting to protest chseenity
and blasphemy in “Citizer Tom Paine”, Mr, Keman, Mr. Dohrenwend,
Mr. Schammber, and Mrs, Reynolds supported him, Matter referred to
Svperintendent. Board asked those wishing information about or wanting
to complain about bocks to write to Superintendent,

Superintendent read from staff evaluation of “Citizen Tom Paine” and
kis own recommendation, at Board of Education meeting, Matter referred
to Educational Policies Committes.

Mr. Kernan spoke on Scarsdale sitnation at WEite Plains Kiwenis Chuh.
Open Beard meeting attended by about 300. Educational Policies Com-
mittee repoxted no cause for action on “Citizen Tom Paing”, Many
speskers, Including Messrs. Treacy, Kernsn, Dohrenwend, Schaumber.
Mimeographed report hy Superintendent to Beard on “Tom Paine”, Baard
asked Superintendent to send copy of staff report to Mr. Treacy.

Mz, Eeman spoke at Peeksldll Rotary Club on Scarsdele situation,
Largest attendsnce (1,350) at Annual Meeting in Distriet history. No
debate — 1,084 ballots cast— 1,078 for nominees of Non-Partisan Nomi-
mnating Commitee,

Mr. Kernan spoke at New York State Comvention of Exchange Clubs
on the Scarsdale situation,

Board of Educaron srnonnced that any further presentations en school:
books must be made in writing rather than orally so that Board will
have fime to consider adequetely other important matters regiring its
witention. Mr, Wetzel questioned the “off campus”™ comrse given at the
High School during first semester of college yeer, course condusted by
New York University and Sarah Lawrence College.
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administrative staff and In our teachers. We trust their intelligence, their
integrity and their patriotism. )

“We also have confidence in the young people of Scarsdale. We believe
thet they have the sense and the bslance to develop for themselves, in a
world of free ideas, a set of democratic principles whick will enable them
to meet the changing problems of the future,

“The purpose of education in a free society is to develop intelligent
citizens, loyal to their country and to the pursvit of truth, believing in the
endless possibilities for the betterment of mankind. A system of censorship
of materials and ideas smacks of the methods used by Commamist and

Fascist states and defeats the very purpose of the Bill of Rights, as well as

the purpose of education.” :
StewED BY 81 CITTZENS

Statewment of Principles of the Board of Edueation .
April, 1952

“For more then two vears Scarsdale has been disturbed by charges of -

communist infittration of the community, and especially of our school system,
Repeated criticism of the Boaxd of Education has been woiced by a small
group. This group kas charged the Board with indifference to the threat of
communist infiltration and with fzilure to take active steps to prevent it.

“This eriticism has been directed at the Board, but the nature of the
charges and the materia] presented to support them have been such that the
charges, in faet, constitute criticism of the administration of the schools by
the professional staff. This has heen denied but no other interpretation can
be placed on criticism which is based on actions which are the properly
delegated responsibility of the teaching and administrative staff.

“We can only speculate as to why this group has limited itself to
criticism of the Board. Tt may be noted, however, that in this way it is
easier to keep the argument theoretical and emotional. Should the discus-
sion, for fnstarice, get into terms of Principal Nelson permitting communist
infiltration in the High School we think wmost people would find it diffien]t
to believe there is“cause for apprehension, .

“The recent allegations are a repetition of those made and considered
repeatedly 2t meeting after meeting of the Board of Fducation during the
vears 1949-50. We have carefully considered the many presentations made,
particularly at the specizl meeting in June, 1950, This meeting was held for
the sole purpese of receiving any and all evidence which could he adduced.
We found in the materia] presented nothing which, in our opinion, would
lead any reasonable person to the conclusion that subversive influences are or
were operating in our scheols. This is our consideréd opinion, and it is our
belief that the great majority of the citizens of Scarsdale are -of the same
opinion. We see mo reason to permit the conirary opinion of a small group
to prevail, and on the basis of this minority opinion to take action which
might be destructive to the morale of our school system.

“Since 1950 we have contimuied to give much time and altention te
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gquestions rajsed.and matiers presented by the same group. We have required
that these presentations be made in writing only in order that the conduct
of the Board’s business and the sdmiristration of the affaifs of the School
District might not be further disrupted. After considering everything which
has heen presented down to date our confidence in the patrictism, loyalty
and integxity of the school staff, against whom, we repeat, these charges are
directed, is undiminished. .

“We feel sure that our confidence is well placed becanse it is a
confidence resulting from & long and close contact with the teachers and the
administretive staff of the schools. Many in our commumity may be unaware
of the close contact the members of the Board heve with the schools. In

~ addition to countess individual contacts, and the orientation whick comes

from the numerous meetings of the Board, two memhers of the Board visit
our schools regularly, deveting over one day each week to this public service.
They consult with the administration, visit classrooms and are in such
intimate eontact with the schools as imevitably to kaow what is cccurring.

“Responsible zuthoritative organizations exist for the purpose of
considering and 2cting on evidence indicating subversive activity. The Federsl
Bureau of Investigation asks any citizen who has reason to.suspect such
_activities to bring them to its attention. We invite those who have been
making these charges to submit their “evidence” to the F. B. L. The Board of
Regents of the State of New York has set up a conimission to determine
whether there is subversive material in the textbooks used in the schaols
“of the State. To the best of otr knowledge no complaints have been received
by this commission siuce its establishment in 1951. To date we have had no
communications from this commission.

“Prom the standpoint of the present controversy, the most imaportant
fact about any hook, whether text or library book, is how it Is used. A
teacher can draw almost any conclusion from a béok on the social sciences.
An English tescher can variously tinge interpretations of minor inciderts in
even classical poems or novels which everyone would approve imcluding
-in our schools. The Board has received no complaint of such misuse of any
book in any class. On the positive side, we know that our teachers present in
certain conrses an analysis of the true import of Communism, and that our
program of teaching is intended to impart a devotion to and admiration of
those idesls for which our country stands.

“In the course of the current controversy there have been intimations
that the Board, as a result of the attacks upon it, has ordered the staff to
make certsin changes, to discontinue certain practices and to be guided by
different principles then heretofore. There is no truth in this. )

“For the record, and to reassuxe the staff of onr full confidence in them,
we wish to state categorically that this Board has never ordered the xemoval
of any book from the library or the retention of any book in the library.
It hes.never ordered that any texthook no longer be used or that any hook
be removed from any recommended reading list. All decisions that have
been made slong these Lines have been made by the professional staff, and
we trust that in maling their decisions they have been governed solely by
their judgment as to educational values. The Board has taken no action to
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prevent the institution of a workshop or of any other course for teachers in
any of our schools. If the teachers at any time again wishk to heve any such
course held In the schools, the Board will interpose no objection, if it appears
to be of sofficient interest and value to our teachers.

“We recognize thet the persistency of the attacks is distatbing to many
in the commumity, and especially to those who have not followed the
controversy from the beginning. There is a danger that no matter how
indefinite or farfetched may be the evidence presented, constant repetition
will suggest to some that there must be more to the charges than meets the
eye. We can only hope that this technique will not be effective here, and that
those who might be persuaded by it will take the trouble carefully to inform
themselves before forming any opinions.

“We recognize that Comrmurism is an international conspiracy. We

lreject the charge that the Board and the professional staff are not fully

aware of the mnprincipled and underground methods by which communists
are trying to influence the people of this country, particularly through its
educational system. We are equally certain that communist infiltration has
not entered into our school system in any way. We know the members of
the Board, the superintendents, the privcipals and our teachers are loyal
American citizens, none of whom would willingly assist the communist canse,

“We are gravely concerned because this repetition of charges of com-
munist infiltration, where none exists, has had an adverse effect on our
teachers and on their teaching effectiveness. We see In the present situation
the possibility of serious injury to our fine schools.

“We wish to state again the prineiples which we hold to be important
ir the administration of our schools.

“As in the past, we will continue to use our best efforts to employ the
most competent teachers and administrators available, men and women of
outstanding character and ability who, like those now in our schools, are
devoted to the principles of democracy and human liberty. .

“Having ewployed them we shall place confidence in them and shall
permit them to exercise the judgments and to assume the responsibilities
which our confidence entails, vmless and untl it appears that such confidence
has been misplaced. Thus far, we have seen no evidence whatever that that
has happened.

“We never have employed, and will not knowirgly employ, communists
or other subversives. We fully. appreciate that suck people operate under
influences and =re dedicated to achieving ends which are repugnant to our
idesls, and that they are not interested in the educational values which we
cherish. ’

“We shall continue the practice of adopting texthooks to be used in the
schools by a vote of the Board, after they have been selected and- approved
by the proper group of teachers and by the principals involved and by the
Superintendent. .

“We have delegated the selection of library books to the staff. This is not
avoidance of responsibility. Tt is putting responsihility where it properly
belongs. It is our expectztion that in their consideration of books for the
school system, the staff will base their decisions on the content and educa-
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tional value of the books. We will also leave to the stafl the selection of
speakers and performers at sssemblies, career conferences, and other
school programs, We believe that onr administrators and teachers can be
trusted to make such selections carefully and conscientiovsly, and from the
stendpoint of sound educational values,

“We never have permitted, and will not intentionally permit, the nse of
s,chool‘ buildings and facilities for the dissemination of Zo]:nmuntist or other
subversive propaganda. We will continue to permit responsible local groups
to use the sehoo] buwlldings as they have in the past. We will mot investigate,
nor assome responsibility for, nor exercise censorship over, the speakers
whom these groups invite and for whom they alone are responsible. Ogn the
same principle, we did mot investigate nor do we assume responsibility for,
nor would we exercise censorship over the speakers who attacked us at the
meeting held on March 27, 1952, in the Edgewood Sckool.

“These ave the principles in which we believe and to which we will
continue 1o adhere.”

Signed by
Linzmsx C. Brown
Herce S. Joanson
A, CEaUNCEY NEwLme
Amrre S, RoTEscEDD
GEeorcE H. RurEERFORD
Marcorm C, Spence
Roeert G. Furrew, President
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Reprint of remarks by Rev, August W, Brustat at the
Scarsdale Town Club on Apyril 23, 1953

_ Article II of the Constitution of this Town Club, printed on the mast-

head of the letter which accompanied the report ¢of the Education Committee,
reads; '"The purpose of this Club is to promote concerted and intelligent
action on all matters affecting the welfare of Scarsdale, [t is to PROCURE
ACCURATE INFORMATION thereon for discussion and dissemination in order
to assist in the formation of public judgment," I sincerely wish I could say
this report before us is accurate and fair but it is not,

Therefore to remain silent in view of this avowed purpose of the
Town Club and the decidedly inaccurate and misleading information contained
in this report of the Education Committee, would be mowrally wrong, If this
report is "accurate" then black is white, and night is day, and darkness is
light, '

Perhaps the best proof of communist infiltration in Scarsdale is this
report which has been p1 esented for discussion here tonight.

, This report if adopted, will bring joy to the Commlmist Press which
in the DAILY WORKER -of April 27, 1952 supported the position of the School
Board and has done so since the inception of this controversy. This is the
tell-tale mark of Communist approval of the School Board!s stand in this ¢on-
troversy, What does it mean? Such approbation proves the valye to the
Communist cause of the stand ta,ken by the School Board.

The shocking misrepresentations, the glaring omissions, and the
unbelievable deceptions of this report indicate eithex that some concealed
subversives have been at work, or, it indicates a conspiratorizl illiteracy
which proclaims in clarion tones the incompetence of the Committee to ren-
der a report, :

The report admits to "some evidence' of Communism in the School
System, but neutralizes the evidence and in each instance justifies its pres-
ence, and takées the impossible position that it is not infiltration, Such a
position is morally untenable. It is when FIRE first starts that we call the
Fire Department — not after the house has burned down. It is when we are
aware of a BURGLAR working at the lock on our front door that we call the
police, not after the house is broken into and our valuables stolen. No bank
President would accept a known robber for a bank teller's position on the
theory that the man is ihnocent since he has not yet misappropriated or gon-
fiscated bank funds, The bank president would not hire him,

We do not want a rattlesnake in our homes even though it has not as
yvet warned us of its presence with its hiss ox bitten and fatally poisoned our
children, This is the principle which applies to the conspirator who insinu-
ates himself or his party-line in any form whatsocever into our system of
Education., Nobody can deny that evidence exists to indicate the presence of
the cangpiracy in our school system — not even the Committee which renders
this repoxt.
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The Bible, which I believe to be GOD'S inerrant Word bids us: "Let
every soul be subject unto the higher powers" {meaning, of course, consgli-
tuted government}. Communism is8 a revolutionary conspiracy, not a mere
political leaning, which is designed to overthrow the govermment of the frae
people of the United States — and enslave them. The time to act against rev.
olution is when the first faint echoes begin to reverberata. Not to do so is
traitorous and morally wrong,

This report is patently dishonest, It is dishonest fa that it does not
state even once that the Citizen's Comrnittee was vight., That it wag right
when it exposed BERNARD F, RIESS zs unfit to advise our students, That
it was right when it exposed LOULS DOLIVET as a "top Kremlin agent”.
That it was right when it exposed PEARL PRIMUS. That it was right when
it exposed the HOWARD ¥FAST BOOKS for what they ave - unlabelled com-
munist propaganda, The report, on the other hand, protects and even builds
-thern up, The Committes report does not state that the Citizpns Committes
was right when it called attention to some 75 volumes by pro-Comrpunist
authors in the High School library. They could not have been selected by
accident, These and countless other svidances of the conspiracy in Scars-
dale are fooiprints of the Trojan Horse tactics, revealed by the Citizens
Commitiee and minimized in this report. Strange that Congressicnal Gom-
mittees investigating Communism recently should confirm the earlier findings
of the Citizens Committee, but the Town Club Educational Committee cannot
do so. :

Karl Baarslag, American Legion research worker, testifying before
a Senate Commitiee on April 3. 1953 stated that he had investigated United
States information libraries in Germany and France. He stated that the per-
centage of books favoring Communism thers, "would hardly he an aecident"., .
The same pattern of invasion can be said to pertain in the Scarsdale High
School library., Nor can the percentage of these volurnes HERE be an acci-
dent. They are obviously in our Library by design, Experts in the field of
Comrmunism like Herbert Philbrick, Bella Dodd, and Louis Budenz have
stated that it was Communist strategy to get such volumes into 3 school lib.
-rary,

The bias of this report before us is further revealed by the glaring
omissipn relative to details of the meeting in the High School Gymnasium on
June 19, 1950, This meeting was considered so important that the school
principals, deans, and teachers were asked to be present in order that they
too might hear the presentation by the Citizens Committee of the entire evi-
dence as of that date relative to infiltration. Some 1,400 peaple were present.
The Citizens Committee presented ten speakers who testified to the conspir-
‘acy's operation in our School System. But this Education Committes of the
Town Club failed even te include the wmeeting in its chronology on page 22,
They do however carefully record in thelr chronology the July 5, 1950 School
Board meeting at which only 100 people were present and at which the Su-
perintendent whitewasghed the presented evidence of the Citizens Coinmitiee,

The report indicates that no subversion has affected our school
¢hildren, But how does the commitice know? Subversives imperceptibly
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affect the malleable, impressionable minds of our children, It is part of the
conditioning process, We are not, after all, to lead pur children as lamhs to
the Communist slaughter, The question is what will their minds be like five,
ten, or twenty years from now. If subjected to this subtle influence long
enough their minds may very well be affected. The reading of one Communist
inspired book by Anna Louise Strong was sufficient in ite subtle charm to in-
fluence a Bella Dodd an the path toward Communism. Therefore tp draw such
an erroneous conclusion that ''no subversion has affected our school children'
is ignorance of the potential factors in the situation, There is a grave poten-
tial for evil in the presence of any amount of Communist infiltration in our
school system no matter how infinitesimal it may be, A flower does not come
into bloom 2ll at once, First the seed is planted, the shoot springs up, then
comes the bud, and only then the flower, We do know that the high school
students wanted to picket our anti-Communist meetmg at the Edgewood School

on March 27, 1982, Where did they get that idea? The pring¢ipal had to call
them off, ,

Therefore, as a PARENT, whose responsibility it is, under GOD,
~to provide a proper moral educatlon for his children; as a CITIZEN, vitally
interested in safeguarding from all conspirators the freedoms which, under
GOD, we still enjoy in America; as a CHRISTIAN, who must uphold the Moral
Law; as a CLERGYMAN in whose spiritual care the children of many homes
in Scarsdale are entrusted, I cannot condone the dishonesty of this report
which contradicts the evidence of subversion, and I must vigorougly oppose it.

If what has happened in Scarsdale in the past few years is not Com-
munist infiltration then language commits suicide,

This report, if you will permit a very homely illustration, is like
swiss cheese which in the near future will be riddled with holes, and if
adopted, will, in its exposure fo the light of truth make of the Town Club a
laughing-stock. And we do not want that,

Members of the Town Club, do a‘a you will, but I assure you that the
very honor and integrity of this 1mportant Scarsdale organization is at stake,

Only one member of this Education Committee — GERALD E.
DONOVAN whom I do not know and have never met, manifested moral in-
tegmty and intellectual maturity when he did not slgn this obviously biased
report, : '

‘ Every clergyman and every church member worthy of the name
ought courageously oppose this unmitigated evil known ag Communism in ouy
midst and vote against this report, ‘

Liet us be true to our trust as loyal members of this Town Club when
we pledged ourselves ''to promote concerted and intelligent action on all mat-
ters affecting the welfare of Scarsdale...,.to procure ACCURATE informa-
tion thereon for discussion and dissemination in order to assist in the forma-
tion of public judgment,"
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"Reprint of remarks by Otto B, Dohrenwend at the
Scarsdale Town Club on April 23, 1953

Over four years ago, I went to the President of the Town Club and to
the Chairman of the Education Committee, I told them about the Howard Fast
books and the leftist speakers, I begged them to have the Town Club do the job
of investigating. Nothing came of it. : ' ' :

Many members of the Education Committee have been active partici-
pants in the school controversy — and still are. They have functioned both as
accusers and judges of the Citizens Committee. How can they make a fair
report? '

Take the case of Philip Carret, the Chairman, He has been openly
hostile to the Citizens Committee. He could not possibly be impartial and ‘
should have disqualified himself, In 1950, he opposed and denounced a reso-
lution against Communism passed by the Scarsdale American Legion, In 1952,
he incredibly nominated Otto Klineberg for membership in this Club after
Klineberg's record had been exposed, Atlast May's election, Mr, Carret
made a speech assailing our Committee. How could he render a fair report?
The report is incomplete and full of misrepresentation,

The report does not accurately reflact the conversation which Mr,
Carret and I had with Mr., Herbert Philbrick, former counterspy for the
F.B.I.. Among other things, Mr, Philbrick told. Mr, Carret, in my presence,
that the books found by the Citizens Committee in the Scarsdale H, S, library
were the very books concealed Communists always tried to get into the schools
and libraries, ‘

Are you conservative businessmen willing to let a man like Carret

formulate a judgment for you in such a serious matter as that with which this
report deals?

Take the case of another man who greatly influenced this report. He
sat with the Education Committee, although not a member of it. The Board of
Governors consulted him regarding the report. He was one of the signers of
the Petition of 81, He was on the steering committee of the Petition of 3002
and agitated to obtain signatures. It was he who presented this petition last
May to the President of the School Board. He wrote an article in the Humanist
Magazine which minimized and misrepresented the Scarsdale story. Members
of the Education-Committee of the Town Club were given reprints of this
slanted article. I refer to Kenneth M. Gould., How could he be impartial ?

The U. S, Special Committee on Un-American Activities, in its 1944
report, listed Kenneth M, Gould as an Advisory Editor of the magaziné "Cham-
pion of Youth!. This government Committee cited ""Champion of Youth" as an
official organ of the Young Communist League.
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Manning Johnson, formerly a member of the National Committee of
the Communist Party, says of "Champion of Youth': "It was formed by the
Political Bureau of the Russian Communist Party for the purpose of subvert.
ing and winning the youth for Communism..,.,.. JHvery member of the Edi-
torial Board and advisory editorial Board were sglected and approved by the
Young Communist League and the Communist Party. No one was permitted
-to serve whose loyalty to the Party was questionable.'" And, Gould was an
Advisory Ediftor of this Cqmmunlst periodical,.

'In 1942, Gould wrote a pamphlet "They Got The Blame'. In the
bibliography of recommended reading, Gould recommended the works of
many Communist fronters mcludlng four lectuxrels listed by the communist
School for Dernocracy -

In 1945, Scholastic Magaxzine, of'r which Gould was and is Editor, ran
an article by the Communist, Howard Fast, on the significance of Thanks-
giving Day. Fast was editorially eulogized. In The Scarsdale Inquirer of
April 4, 1952, Gould wrote a letter whitewashing Ernest Melby, Otto Kline-
berg, and Eduard Lindéman, whose records of affiliation with Communist
fronts we had made public. Are members of the Town Clyb willing to let a
man like ‘Gould formulate a judgment for them in such a serious mafter as
that with which this report dea,ls ?

‘And now for an example of the investigative 1ncampetence of this
Education Committee. On April 1, 1953, the Senate Internal Security Com-
mittee brought to light the follow1ng facts about one Professor Irving Goldman
of Sarah Lawrence College. He was a member of the Communist Party from
1936 to 1942, He was a member of Communist cells at Colimbia University
and Brooklyn College. He knew Communists and individuals identified in
sworn testimony as espionage agents for Russia. He was dismissed from
the State Department in 1947, Goldman appeared before the Senate Commit- -
tee at the very time that the Town Club Committee was drafting this report,
Why did this Committee ignore Goldman's record? After all, Goldman was
one of the lecturers at the Off-Campus Courses for Scar sdale teachers in
this very building in 1949-1950, He taught your children's teachers, but the
Town Club Education Committee did not mention a word about that in its re-
port. As a matter of fact, the Town Club Committee whitewashed the whole
Scarsdale Off-Campus program, although six out of ten of the lecturers have
records of affiliation with Communist fronts, The report actually gives a
testimonial to three of these educators, '

Are you W1111ng to let this mcompetent Education Comm1ttee formu-
late a judgment for you in such a serious matter as that with which this re-
port deals? 'The report should be rejected to protegt the good name of the
Town Club. :
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Reprint of remarks by Thomas E. Q'Donnell at the
Scarsdale Town Club on April 23,_ 1953 :

It has been my good fortune to reside in this Village for twenty
yearg, For more than 15 of these years I have br:;qan a member of thip or-
ganization.

Duwring that period I have also been active at various timmes in:

Scarsdale Post 52 Amarlcam, Lagmn

Boy Scouts of America

Scarsdale Catholic Club

East Scarsdale Asgociation, and the Jgaal .
Selective Service Advisory Board, to name but a few,

' What positiqns I have held in these organizations is a matter of record.

Durmg those twenty years I have been very favorably impressed by
the extremely high degree of voluntary copperation among residents with ne
reward in mind other than the satisfaction flowing from a job well done. As
a matter of fact, I have observed the usual reward is a still more difficult
voluntary task to perform,

I mention this record solely as possibly qqa,llfying me to express an
. opinion on thls matter of grave concern to all of us,

» 1 also identify myself, if necessary, 38 one whp has beep associated
with the group known variously as the Committee of Ten and the Scarsdale
CGitizens Commiftee. That relationship dates hagk over four years so thatl
have seen this unfortunate situation develop from its inception locally. I
sinceresly hope that anything I may say tonight will tend toward the greater
good of the Village of Scarsdale.

I ask you tq bear with me while I ment:,qm ope more preliminary in-
gredwnt of bagkground. It has been my experlence that the subject of com-
. munpism and communist infiltration can sq:ldom be dlacussed pro and con
without emotional upset. That has been my experience in the American Le-
gion, among Scouters, among members of this organjzation and generally
through the village from time to time particularly during the past four years.
I regret as much as any other citizen of this community the feeling of un-
. easiness that has prevailed. I do not however agree with those who would
blame the condition on the committee that has dared tp mention the fopic,
That to me is like blaming the cancer on the dxagnostirman

Let us now proceed tg the business at hand,
While many details of the report afford bages for argument, time

does not pgrmit such discussion here, I choose, thervefore, tp limit myself
to two ayrguments, general in nature,




The report should not'be adepted as the arpproveql, considered _
opinion of this body — firsf; because, lacking ohjectivity, it condones situa-
tions that should never have been permitted to exist apd secondly; because
this is not guch report as would terminate the controversy,

PQINT #1
The report dated April 16, 1953 ghoyld not
he adopted, bgcause, lacking objectivity, it
condones situations that should never ha,ve
be,en perrrntted to exist,

We f:,nd at pages 6 o) 8 of the report, ynder the headmg "Contrp-
versies over Speakers' ng denial pf the fagt that Messrs, Palivet, Klingberg
and R¥¥ss appeared in our schools. : -

We find atupage 8 the statement that Pearl'Primuﬁ was dire¢tly en-
gaged by the school st,aff and was paid fnom public -fqngls,

Do we find anywhere in the repprt gny criticism of these events?.
‘We do not. What we do find is lengthy explanation; condogatl,on and attemp]:ed
Justification in each instance.

You and I can easily :im_agine the fate of any similpr Tewn Club C.pngQ
- .mijt{ee report on breaches of duty found to exigt in, for instange, qur Fire
Department, our Pgliée Dep_artment or the office of pﬁr'Repsiver of Taxes.,

The list of those cormmitteemen who signed the report contains the
names of many who have been actively sngaged in this contyoversy — but
always on one side of it. 'There is no balance on the committeq of names of -
thase who epuld present the opposite viewpoint. The reasqng, whatever they
may be, for this lack of balance are ynimpertant. What is important is that
you eva,lqa.te this ¥eport in its true hght It is tee much to ask of hurmans -—
that they be at the same timé partisan and ohjective,

It may well be that lack of oehjectivity resulted i in th1s tamt and
blanket approval of the events I have chesen to touch upon as wgll as the many
pthers referred to in the, report.

Becaqse it condones but never cmtlglgﬁ:q f;hiqse matfers, this report
‘is unworthy of adoption by this bedy,

POQINT #2

The report of April 16, 1953 should nat
be adopted because if is not suych report
as will terminate the controversy,
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There may he hope but there exists no reason to believe that adpp-
tion of this report will terminate the controversy. Peace will not be at-

. tained until the ¢itizens of this community are given assurance that the events

" referred to in Point One will not happen again — or at lepst that every reason-

able effort is being made to prevent their recurrence,

Where in this report do we find reference to the safeguards, if any,
that have been set up? If such measures have been taken why are they not
mentioned in the report? The absence of any refergnce thereto might lead
one to believe that nothing has been nor is intended to be done, From my ex-
perience with affairs in this village, I find that hard to believe., - .

Any terminal repoxrt on this subject must either set forth the stejg)s
that have been taken or make recommendations. for future measures to be
adopted,

In sunﬁmal,lry I repeat.

The report dated April 16, 1953 should not be
adopted first; because, lacking objectivity, it

- condones situations that should never have
been permitted to exist, and secondly; because
adoption of this report will not terminate the
controversy, ' '
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Reprint of talk given before Knights of ::Gﬂg‘s'iumbus» Larchmont Council,
on June 14, 1953 by Qtto E. Dohrenwend -

/

Walter Lippmann recently wrote a fine column in the N, Y. Herald

. Tribune. His theme was that if government is to be good, the people must have an
allegiance in the realm of the spirit beyond the reach of their worldly interests.
Such allegiance, he said, must be bound to the truths that are more than the private
‘and passing opinions of persons and of crowds, and to the laws that are above their
wishes and their impulses., He warned against the heresy that majorities can do no
wrong, that there is no higher truth than the transient opinions of contemporary
majorities, and that there is no higher law than the ambitions and the maneuvers of
the persons they are persuaded to elect, Mr, Lippmann closed with the following
inspiring words:: "Against this heresy, which must subvert a free society and dese-
- crate its most sacred principles, free men will prevail when they have learned once
again to carry the shield of faith, to wear the helmet of salva.tmn and to wield the
sword of the spirit, "

How can any Amevrican fail to become morally indignant and to wield the
sword of the sp1r1t against a conspiracy which avowedly seeks to poison the minds
and the souls of our children? Early in 1948 the parents of America were warned
by Attorney General Clark that Communists were seeking converts among American
children. He asserted, ."Recently through the F,B.I., it was learned that the Com-
munists in this country have started a campaign to recruit our children to their
ideology. The younger they are, the better.'

The Brooklyn Tablet, an outstanding, patriotic newspaper which every
Catholic should read, carried an editorial on May 2 of this year, ent1t1ed ""Apathy
in Scarsdale", and I quote in part:

"Excepting readers of the Tablet, few people know the true story of the
attempt of a comparative handful of loyal Americans in Scarsdale, N. Y. to rid the
public schools in that community of Communist influences. The daily press, in-
cluding the local Scarsdale paper, has consistently refused to present the facts
truthfully and objectively, although they are clear and convicting: .,....... citizens
who have exposed and tried to correct the un-American situation have not been
refuted but have been smeared from coast to coast as 'enemies of our public
schools!', "

Great experts like Lionis Budenz, Herhert Philbrick, Bella Dodd,

. Rabbi Schultz, George Sokolsky, Alfred Kohlberg, The National Americanism Com-
~ mission of the American Legion, all agree that the Scarsdale public schools have

" been penetrated by Communist influence,. Louis Budenz in his latest book, "The
Cry i@ Peace' (which I urge you to buy) has a chapter on "Stalin's Entry Into Edu-
ca,tmn”, with many pa&es devoted to Scarsdale as a prime example.

. The Scarsdale Citizens Committee has proved that Communist infiltra-
tion of the educational system is broader than the mere placing of Red teachers.
We have exposed the transmission belts used by the conspiracy; i.e., textbooks,
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library books, recommended reading lists, reference material, PTA speakers,
assembly programs for school children, career conferences for students, in-
service workshop courses for teachers, adult school lecturers. A member of the
F.B.I. told me that he could not understand the apathy of the good citizens in
Scarsdale in the face of the evidence presented by our Committee,

As far back as 1937, Pope Pius XI had warned against the diabolical
shrewdness of Comamunist propaganda and he wrote: "Little by little it penetrates
into all classes of the people and even reaches the better-minded groups of the
community with the result that few are aware of the poison which increasingly
pervades their minds and hearts." In the same Encyclical, the Pope wrote:
"Communism is intrinsically wrong and no one who would save Christian civili-
zation may collaborate with it in any undertaking whatsoever, "

The Scarsdale Town Club, with a membership of almost 1,000 men,
recently approved and issued a report whitewashing all allegations of communist
infiltration in the Scarsdale schools. This report was a masterpiece of evasion,
double-talk, and untruth, We will answer it in detail., Dz, Brustat, a Lutheran
clergyman and a leading member of the Scarsdale Citizens Committee, got up at
the April 23rd meeting of the Town Club and said: '"Perhaps the best proof of
communist infiltration in Scarsdale is this report which has been presented for
discussion here tonight. This report, if adopted, will bring joy to the Commu-
nist press which in the Daily Worker of April 27, 1952 supported the position of
the School Board and has done so since the inception of this controversy."

I quote in part important new evidence I presented at the same meeting
of the Town Club:

"The report does not accurately reflect the conversation which Mr.
Carret {(who wrote the report) and I had with Mr, Herbert Philbrick, former
counterspy for the F.B.I.. Among other things, Mr. Philbrick told Mr. Carret,
in my presence, that the books found by the Citizens Committee in the Scarsdale
H. S. library were the very books concealed Communists always tried to get into
the schools and libraries,

"Take the case of another man who greatly influenced this report,
The Board of Governors consulted him regarding the report He was on the
steering committee of the Petition of 3000 (condemning the Scarsdale Citizens
Committee). It was he who presented this petition last May to the President of
the School Board. He wrote an article in The Humanist Magazine which mini-
mized and misrepresented the Scarsdale story. Members of the Education Com-
mittee of the Town Club were given reprints of this slanted article. I refer to
Kenneth M, Gould, )

""The U. S. Special Committee on Un-American Activities, in its 1944
report, listed Kenneth M. Gould as an Advisory Editor of the magazine 'Champion
of Youth'. This government Committee cited 'Champion of Youth' as an official
organ of the Young Communist League,
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"Manning Johnson, formerly a member of the National Committee of *
the Communist Party, says of 'Champion of Youth': 'It was formed by the Politi-
cal Bureau of the Russian Communist Party for the purpose of subverting and
winning the youth for Communism. Every member of the Editorial Board aid
Advigory Editorial Board were selected and approved. by the Young Communist
- League and the Communist Party. No one was permitted to serve whose loyalty
to the party was questionable'. And, Gould was an Advisory Editor of this Com-
munist periodical....... ‘

"In 1945, Scholastic Magazine, of which Gould was and is Editer, ran
an article by the Communist, Howard Fast, on the significance of Thanksgiving
Day. Fast was editorially eulogized. In The Scarsdale Inquirer of April 4, 1952,
Gould wrote a letter whitewashing Ernest Melby, Otto Klineberg, and Eduard
Lindeman, whose records of affiliation with Communist fronts we had made pub-
lic. {These three individuals all lectured in Scarsdale school buildings, }

1"And now for an example of the investigative incompetence of this
Town Club Education Committee, On April 1, 1953, the Senate Internal Security -
Committee brought to light the following facts about one Professor Irving Gold-
man of Sarah Lawrence College. He was a membeyr of the Communist Party
from 1936 to 1942.  He was a member of Communist cells at Columbia University
and Brooklyn College. ' He knew Communists and individuals identified in sworn
testimony as espionage agents for Ruseia. He was dismissed from the State De- -
" partment in 1947, Goldman appeared before the Senate Committee at the very
time that the Town Club Committee was drafting this report. Why did this Com-~
mittee ignore Goldman's record? After all, Goldman was one of the lecturers
at the Off-Campus Courses for Scarsdale teachers in the Scarsdale H. 5. building
in 1949-1950, He taught our children's teachers, but the Town Club Education
Committee did not mention a word about that in'its report. As a matter of fact,
the Town Club Committee whitewashed the whole Scarsdale Off- Campus program,
.although six out. of ten of the lecturers have records of affiliation with, Commumst
~frontg......."

Why has the Scarsdale Citizens Committee failed to win more popu-
lar support in its own community? I will try to give you the picture. Scarsdale
has a one-party, "non-partisan' system. In my judgment, an interlocking, . hard’
core of leftists and pseudo-~liberals have taken over the control of virtually all '
the organized groups; i.e.,iThe WOmgn's Club, The Town Club, The League of

Women Voters, the PTAs and the only local newspaper. This coalition dommates .

1ocal elections. By tradition, "non-partisan' nomination is tantamount te elec~
tion, ' ' :

Insidiously, it has been made politically and socially unpt)pular to
side with our Committee. Religious hatreds and tensions bave been fomented,
Back in 1949, Mr. Charles E, W1lson, former - President of General Electric, _
wag one of 81 individuals signing a petition againgt us. Recently, Mr. Wilson

admitted to me that he had unw:.tti.ngly granted permission for the use of his name
without reading what he was signing. ~A business executive had phoned him saying
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that there were some Catholics who were trying to run the schools and were dic-
tating what books to use, The man who made these false and bigoted statements
has been a leader of the anti-anti-communist forces opposing us.

QOur opponents have been satanically clever in creating false and mis-
leading publicity. For example, school elections have been reported as though
there had been a contest, with our group overwhelmingly defeated. The truth is
'that we publicly announced before such elections that no member of our Commit--
tee was a candidate. We have felt that the patriotic and moral issues transcended
any political contest, and we have hesitated to break up the traditional systern., 1
am now convinced that the School Board will have to be defeated at the polls.

Specialized knowledge of Communism is required for any thorough
investigation of Communist infiltration and for the deduction of logical conclu-
sions from the facts uncovered in the investigation. It is a tragic fact that most
echool boards and college trustees do not have this knowledge. They lack the
necessary zeal and determination. It is for this reason that Congressional ins: .
vestigations have been invaluable, !

1 was naive about Communism until early in 1947 when I served on a
Federal Grand Jury investigating a Communist in the State Department, I was
so shocked by what I learned about the treasonable character of Communism that
I studied its strategy and techniques. I became convinced that Communism was
- most dangerous in the field of Education.

In late 1947, I learned that Paul Draper, the dancer, had addressed
a communist-front meeting in a private home in Scarsdale., In 1948, I noted
that speakers with records of affiliation with communist. fronts like Ernest Q.
Melby and Lisa Sergio, were being invited to speak at PTA meetings. A lecture
by Mrs. Vera Micheles Dean, Russian-born apologist for Stalinism, had been
given under ‘the auspices of the Scarsdale Teachers Association, Her writings
were being used as textbook material and four of her books were in the H. S.
' library. Recently, the N. Y. Times announced that her books- had been removed
from all libraries in Germany under the 3ur13d1ctlon of the State Department

In October, 1948, it occurred to me that one of the ways to pervert
the minds of young America would be to introduce into the schools the works of
the Communist writer, Howard Fast, On inquiry, I found that eleven books by
Fast had been purchased for the H. 8. library, with one used as a textbook and
one on a recommended reading list. I was also shocked to find a volume by the’
Communist writer, Anna Louise Strong. Bella Dodd has publicly stated that it

was a book by Anna Louise Strong that started her down the road to Communism.

It was early in 1949 that I met William C. Kernan, then an Episco-
palian minister, who was the first to join me in my fight. His book, "My Road
to Certainty!, has just been published and tells the story of his conversion to
the Catholic faith, The book contains an excellent chapter on the Scarsdale
school battle and I urge you to buy it.
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For a considerable period, William Kernan and I carried on occasional
discussions with the Superintendent, the H. S. Principal, and PTA officlals, I
tried to get the Education Committee of the Town Club to investigate the situation,
We avoided publicity hoping to clear up the situation privately. Nothing came of
our discussions, The School Board ignored us. A Comrnittee of Ten was gradually
organized during the middle of 1949, It was non-poliiical and non-sectarian and
- included Protestants and Jews as well as Catholics.

In the school year 1949-1950, we found more things to criticize. A
boock by the pro-Communist, Shirley Graham, entitled "Paul Robeson - Citizen of
the World", was found on an 8th grade recommended reading list, Textbook ma-
terial included writings by Communists and Communist-fronters ke Langston
Hughes, Alfred Kreymborg, Louis Untermeyer, Maxwell Stewart, Henry Pratt
Fairchild, as well as Howard Fast, We presented our case at open meetings of
the School Board but only after our requests for private conferences had been re-
jected,

The basic issue we raised was whether the School Board was exer-
cising its responsibilities and duties under New York State law for the proper
selection of school books. The leftists and some deluded liberals, however, dis-
torted the issue to be one of "un-American censorship", an epithet familiar to
anyone who knows the Communist Party-line, Actually, these same two words
"un-American censorship' appear in a November 7, 1949 report of the School
Board's Committee on Educational Policies.

The Committee of Ten expanded into the present Scarsdale Citizens
Committee early in 1950, We were very critical of an Off-Campus Workshop
Program for our teachers conducted in our H. S. building by Dean Melby of the
N. Y. U. School of Education, together with Sarah Lawrence College. The pro-
gram was under the direction of Dr, Bert Loewenberg of Sarah Lawrence who also
gave several courses. Dr. Loewenberg had been listed by the U, S. House Gom-
mittee on Un-American Activities as a sponsor and panel speaker at the Commu-
" nist-inspired Peace Conference held at the Waldorf-Astoria in March, 1949, under
" the auspices of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, the
cultural front of the Communist Party. Sgveral other lecturers bad Communist-
front records including Dr, Irving Goldman who, as 1 stated earlier, wag re-
cently subpoenaed by the Jenner Committee. He refused to answer various
questions and was told that he was in contempt of Congress.

Cumulative evidence of Communist influencés presented by us led to
the June 19, 1950 special hearing before more than 1200 citizens, Ten speakers
of ‘our group presented overwhelming evidence, If what we presented in morxe
than two hours of factual testimony did not represent a patiern of Communist in-
fluence, then there is no such thing as Communism. At the July 5, 1950 School
Board meeting, the Superintendent attempted a rebuttal and the Board whitewashed
the whole mess. At the September 14, 1950 meeting, Lt. Col, McConahay, now
deceased, delivered a detailed indictment of the Board's whitewash and of the
Superintendent's defense, Neéither the Board nor the Superintendent ever answered
‘this indictment. ‘

L
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Important new evidence was still to come. From early 1951 to date,
* we have taken our evidence of Communist infiltration directly to the citizens of
Scarsdale, because the School Board denied us freedom of speech at open meet-
ings, the Superintendent was dilatory and evasive in answering our letters, and
paid advertisements were refused by the only local newspaper, There is obvi- -

’ ‘ously not time for me to give you the details of all the newsletters which we sent

out to the community. I have made available here today a supply of some of
these newsletters., They are yours to take home and study.

U, S. Government action has substantiated charges of the Scarsdale
Citizens Commitiee in numerous instances:
1. Professor Bernard ¥, Riess was ousted from Hunter College following
“his refusal to answer whether he had ever been a member of the Communist
Party, before the McCarran Committee last fall, Riess wag exposed by the
Scarsdale Citizens Committee following his lecture to Scarsdale H. S. students
on January 29, 1952 as part of a Career Conference, Riess also lost his posi-
tion with the Children's Court in New York when a Judge read our newsletter,
But the Scarsdale Superintendent and the School Board have deﬁantly defended
Riess! appearance in a public school building,

2. Pearl Primus! passport was picked up by the State Department in 1952..
Her pro-Communist record had been exposed by our Committee after her lecture-
dance assembly program in three Scarsdale public schools early in 1951, We
presented sworn testimony before’ ‘Congress that Pearl Primus was a member of
the Communist Party and the later action of the State Depariment indicated that
it was considered contrary to the best interests.:of the United States to have her
leave the country, Despite this, school autherities have defended the spending
of taxpayers' funds to hire Pearl Primus and incredibly, the School Board gave:
her an invaluable testimonial, '

3. Louis Dolivet, a Stalinist agent and a membex of the International
Communist apparatus was refused re-admittance into the United States some
months after he spoke before a local Scarsdale PTA, The Scarsdale Citizens
Committee published a full page ad in the local paper in January, 1951, giving
this man’s Communist background but the School Board blandly disavowed any
regponsibility stating that the PTAs could invite anyone they wished. OQur posi-
tion was that the School Board was responsible under New York State law for any
and all use -of public school buildings. We were not surprised to find a book by

I_ié_fqis":])olive:t- in the Scarsdale H, 5. library as well as a magazine of which he
" was one of the editors, (Where Communist and pro-Communist speakers have
been involved, the School Board has refused to exe¥cise any form of censorship.
. However, last fall when a prominent antl-Communist had agreed to speak under
our auspices in the Scarsdale H. S. building, the President of the School Boaxd
-~ sought him out to dissuade him.from speaking.)

4, Howard Fast's books, earlier this year, were banned from all libra-
ries and information centers of the State Department throughout the world. The



position of our government now is that books by Communist authors should not be
used in connection with teaching democracy and the American way of lifé. This
vindicates the position which we took almost five years ago in Scarsdale, Howard
Fast is an avowed Communist, He is an enemy of the United States and seeks its
destruction., Recently, before a Committee of Congress, Howard Fast refused to

' ‘answer whether he would fight the Chinese Communists if drafted, Sometime ago,

Fast was jailed for contempt of Congress and his passport was picked up. No
American educator can justify exposing immature minds to the unlabelled poison
of Fast's perversions of history but, believe it or not, a book by this Communist
is still recommended reading in the 10th Grade of Scarsdale H, S,

W

.+ It is gratifying to see that other authors whose books are being thrown

out of ¥, S. libraries and information centers all over the world are largély the

same authors we have criticized,

- For your information, I will naine some additional authors with rec-
ords of aiding the Communist conspiracy, represented in our High School library:

Herbert Aptheker
Norman Corwin
W. E, B, DuBois
Margaret Halsey
Lillian Hellman
Corlisg Lamont
Carey MceWilliams
Arthur Miller
Clifford Odets
Dorothy Parker
Harrison Forman

fedm,

Annalee Jacoby
Owen Lattimore
Richard Lauterbach
Theodore H, White
Albert Rhys Williams
Kate Mitchell

Edgar Snow
Vilhjalmur Stefansson
Marshak Ilin

Otto Klineberg
George Seldes

This list includes many candidates for-the All-American Big Red

In his book, "Men Without Faces", published in 1950, Mr, Louis F,
Budenz wrote that the Communist Party charted 'the invasion of the conservative
precincts of Westchester County", New York, and that he learned of this program
in 1944 when he "was requested by the State Commiitee of the New York Cornmu-

nist Party to become chairman of the Westchester County Red organization, "

The plan, Mr, Budenz writes, "was the invasion of the Westchester County mind,

especially in exclusive circles,

' "People of wealth in the party...

He continues:

.were given the responsibility of -

working out relationships which would plant the Communists firmly in Scarsdale,

. Larchmont, and Bronxville. Where actual Communist converts could not be

made, friendly associations were to be initiated which would permit concealed
Communists to speak before community organizations as experts on foreign af-
fairs, particularly on the satellite"fs'_;tates and China, Pro-Communist hooks were

to be plugged at informal dinner parties,

educationad institutions,?

in women's clubs, study groups, and
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Mr. Budenz thus confirmed the findings of the Scarsdale Citizens Com-
mittee that the Communist Party had actually infiltrated the cultural, social and

‘educational life of Scarsdale but more important to you, his words represent a -
warning that the same thing may well have taken place in Larchmont,

- In fighting Communism, we must never forget God's commandment:-
MThou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor," Furthermore, in addition
- to the risk of libel suits, there is the fact that nothing plays more into the hands of
Communists than te make any false or rash charge, In prayerful gratitude,.I can
say that no statement we have made has ever been refuted.

Let us never .forget that in the final analysis the real answer to Com-=~
munism liesg in the spiritual values to which we here are dedicated. I would like
to close with the following words taken from a recent speech by President Eisen-’
hower in which he points out that the struggle for freedom is a spiritual struggle:

" ....0One of communism's basic assumptions about the nature of
men is that they are incapable of ruling themselves, incapable, the Communists
say, of attaining the spiritual standards and strength to solve national problems
when these require voluntary pevsonal sacrifice for the common good, ‘

"That is the Communist's justification for regimentation, for dictator-
ship called in his language, the dictatorship of the proletariat,

- "All this we deny. And we must seek in our churches, our schools,
our homes and our daily lives the clearness of mind and strongness of heart to
guard. the chance to live in freedom. " ‘
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~ Freedon of Selection for School Lihrariels.—f |

_‘\jj.,_T.he.__Les.se‘r Risk

In arn TeE Tumont and shouting over the
" attacks" on the public schools, the efforts to
*. . censor and mark the books in public libraries,

" and .the legislative investigations of paper-

bound bocks, and so on, little attention has

. - been:given to the slowly but steadily develop-

, ing drouth of freedom in the selection of books

.. - for school libraries. In some instances the dry-
. ing up of the well springs has been the result
~of the pervading atmosphere of fear and
* suspicion that has affected leaders throughout
- numerous ‘communities, Sometimes the inlets
-+ » have been dammed by edicts of boards of edu-
* " cation or schoo! administrators who have

.divected that cerfain magazines, periodicals or
books shall not be included in the regular sub-
scription lists and orders for materials, Not
infrequently, the sources of suppl{r have been
turned aside by librarians and library com-
"mittees who have felt that it was better to

*.avoid any materjals that might prove to be
controversial. Although fortunately not critical
.as yet, the drouth is of such a nature that, if
“long continued and more widespread, it will
certainly become a serious threat to the health
of the entire educational community. .

.. One of the first dramatic occurrences of the
drouth appeared when the New York City
Board of Education and a few other groups
banned The Nation from school library sub-

_ scr(iipﬁon lists. The arbitrary censorship was

.. - understood to be temporary, because The Na-

-

» *'tion had carried a series of controversial
articles offensive to & religious sect, but it has
.been ‘so long continued that it appears now

.~ to he permanent, An earlier effort had come

“AY .. secretary of thé National -

" Commissfon for the Defense
of Democracy through Edu-
- cation, National Education
Association, aids school sys-
. tems and educators that have

attacks by special interest
groups,  Dr. Kennan's in-

includes those in Miami,
Florida and Pasadena, Call-
; ,‘“f.ornia. A S

been subjected to unjustified -

. vestigations of school crises

. Ricaamp B, Kennaw T

about through the action of the Education
Committee of the California legislature in cut-
ting off funds for the purchase of the “Building
America” series dealing with contemporary
social problems. Most recently censorship has
been directed against materials that deal with -
the problems of- communism, socialism and
fasoism. : . .
Several months ago, teri important education
organizations joined in endorsement of a state-
ment on “The Public School and the American
Heritage.,” {This statement has been ap-
proved by the American Assocfation of School
Administrators; American Textbook Publishers
Institute; the Commissign for the Defense of

* Democracy thru Education, National Education,

Assoclation; National Council for the Social
Studies; the Jobn Dewey Society; American
Library Association; the N}zlltionai Association of
Secongary School Principles; the Department
of Classroom Teachers, NEA; The Commitiee
on Tenure and Academic Freedom, NEA; and
the Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development.) This pronouncement faced up
to the necessity for school people to be free “to
participate as individuals in constructive citi-
zenship and democratic practices,” In order to-
assure this freedom the statement emphasized
two points of special interest to school li-
brarians.

Teachers and administrators must’ encourage
young people to locate, use, and evaluate rele-
vant materials of instruction as they identify

" and gnalyze significant contemporary probleris
and form judgments about them, However,
they must not direct or compel any particular
judgments. .

" Teachers and administrators must protect
young pecple from those groups which would
limit freedom to leamn and to know. )

A its recent meeting in Miami Beach in July,
1958, the policy-making body of the National
Education Association, the Representative As-
sembly, included the following resolution:

The National Education Association beljeves
that freedom of thought and expression in the
realm of idess must be preserved in order to
maintaln and advance the democratic way of
life. It condemns the efforts of those who
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;L;,-.\ advocate book burnings, purges, or other dt;-

rvices which restrict freedom of thought and
which are, in effect, an expression of lack of
confiderice in the iategrity, loyalty, and good
ju(llIgment of the American people.

he Association endorses the following ex-

cerpt from President Eisenhower's Dartmouth
sgeech: “Don’t think you can correct some-
thing by hiding the evidence of it. You must
have courage to look at these things and try to
corvect them. . .. Don't be afraid to go to the

library‘ and read the books.”

© Strengthen the Ams

These are brave and enlightening words on
the part of major educational groups, but they
ave meaningless unless their significance can be
brought home to those who control the policies
of local school libraries. More and more we
must learn-the importance of strengthening the
arms and the courage of the custodians of
knowledge in communities throughout our na-
tion down to the smallest hamletl Funda-
mentally we must realize that to the degres that
school libraries eliminate vigorous and contro-

versial books and keep only those that ave -

orthodox and acceptable to the most talkative
community censors, the libraries become only
propaganda cutlets, Purthermore, to the ex-
tent that librarians permit only a limited variety
of opinions to be represented in the books and
pamphlets available on the shelves, they be-
come mere indoctrinators xather than educators.

Through the darkness and the smoke of battle
have appeared some heartening and brilliant
beacon lights of courage and inspiration, In
several instances where those who fear the free

search for truth have been ternporarily success- -

ful, the leaders and eventually the great ma-

jority of citizens of the communities have taken’

a stand in support of free access to even the
most controversial of materials for vse in the
libraries and classrooms. The most outstanding
example of this was the firm stand of the
citizens of Scarsdale, New York in support of
freedom to learn and freedom to read. A
manifeste signed by 81 citizens of the com-

munity included the names of six present and .

former rnayors of the village, eleven presidents

of the Town Club, five presidents of the

Woman’s Club, the presidents of the League of
Women Voters and the Parent-Teacher Council,
the chairman of the Scarsdale Republican and
Democratic Committees, and such nationall

known business executives as Charles E, Wil-
son, of General Electric; Jobn M. Hancock, of
Lehman Brothers;. Alexander C. Nagle, of the
First National Bank of New York; Hamy E.

Humphreys, Jr., of U. S, Rubber; Allan Spreul,_

b0

of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York; and **
Arthur S, Meyer, former chairman of the New ™ -7 .
York Mediation Board.” The words of this . .- .
statement deserve to be displayed on the walls 7, -
of every school library in the countryl “We, - ™. .

a group of interested citizens, wish to state our

osition on the issues which have been raised -,
gy those who would ban books from the public 5. =+
schools because of the political leanings of their

authors. .

“We do not minimize the dangers of Com~
munist, Fascist indoctrination, but we want to . -
. meet the dangers in the American way, - * - .
“We live in a democratic state. We are the' -

inheritors of a tradition . . . based on a tolerance

that has not feared ito permit independent ¢

thought . .. -

“Any sensible person would agree that there .~

are risks in_allowing young persons relativel
free access to a wide range of reading material,

. . But we beligve there are greater risks in °

any alternaiive procedure ., ., . .

The purpose of education in a free society is -
to develop intelligent citizens loyal to their-

country and to the pursuit of fruth, believing in
the endless possibilities for the betterment of
mankind, The system of censorship of ma-

 terials and ideas smacks of the mathods used
by Communist and Fascist states and defeats -
the very purposes of the Bill of Rights, as well :

as the purpose of education.”

"Note on This Issue

Trx editors express special thanks to
the three persons chiefly responsible for
this issue on Intellectual Freedom: Wil-
Ham S. Dix, Theodore Waller and Paul
Bixler. Mr. Dix, librarian of the Prince-
ton University Library, is well-known to’
ALA members as the very capable chair-
man of ALA's Intellectual Freedom Com- -
mittee from late 1951 through August
1953. Mr. Waller, editorial vice-presi--
dent of The New American’ Library of
World Literature, Inc., first became ag-
sociated with ALA activities during his-

American Book Publishers Council, Mr.
Bixler is secretary of the Intellectual Free- -
dom Committee, R

It should also be noted that several of
the regular monthly features have been
shortened or omitted to include as much
material on the issue subject as possible.
’ Do —The Editors,

tenure as executive secretary of the |-
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THE. REASON R THIS PAPER

This is the fivst issue of Traw Scanspars
Crrezen, It will be published periodically
by the Scarsdale Citizens Commitlee
which was founded fowr vears ago to
expose and stop Communist penetration
of the Scarsdale public schools.

Information pertaining to this subject,
easily obtainable and widely dissemi-
nated, is essential to the fulfillment of
the Committee’s purpose, -In a matter
of such importance to our childven’s wel-
fare the people of Scarsdale have a right
to.know. all the facts. We have a duty
to bring them fo their attenton — espe-
cially since The Secarsdale Inguirer, the
only newspaper in town, does not do so
and is biased in favor of our opponents,

‘The Board of Education, for its part,
refuses to hear our case at its open meet-
ings. It pleads that it has already given
enough time to the subject and that a
“majority” of cifizens at annual elections
has declared against us.

oral Issue

aséide from the fact that » majority of
Scarsdale citizens has never voted at any
school board election, we affirm that
Communist penetration of our schools is
a moral issue of such moment as to war-
rant the sexfous attention of us all —no
matter how much time is required and
effort expended.

Moral issues are not settled in a day
In 1776, David Hartley rose before a
hostile House of Commons to move that
“the slave trade is contrary to the laws of
God and the rights of man.” His motion
failed. He was jeered and ridiculed. The
“majority” was against him. But it was
a different story fifty-seven years later
when, after continual agitation by a com-
paratively few, the British Government
abolished slavery in 1833,

Moral issues do not die. They cannot
be suppressed. Apparently silenced to-
day, they will tomorrow sound forth their
tocsin in man’s conseience. And they will
find voices to speak in their behalf, and
ears to hear, and wills to act.

Communism presents us with the
5 est moral issue of our time; the
“ énce of Communist penetration of
1@ Scarsdale public schools is unmis-
takable. And since the only paper in
town does not print all the news about
it, the Citizens Commiftee must speak
out. We have chosen to speak through
this papes, Tur ScafspALE CITIzEN,

ANSWERING TOWN CLUB REPORT

Important to the objectives of Tum
Scasspare Crozen is an analysis of the
Town Club’s report, Allegations of ‘Com-
munist Infiltration’ in the Scarsdale
Schools, issued on April 16, 1953.

In this, and future issues of Tux Scans-
pare Crrizew, we shall take the report
apart in small pieces. It will not be
difficult to show that this report, pre-
pared by the Education and School
Budget Committee of the Town Club, is
a rather adroit document of evasions,
omissions and misrepresentations.

For example, consider the original
resolution of the Town Club’s Board of
Governors on April 3, 1952, which called
for the report. It read, according to
The Scarsdale Inguirer for April 11, 1052:

“Resolved that the Education and
School Budget Comimniitee of this
elub shall prepare a chronological
factual report on the activities of
the Commitiee of Ten, the respon-
stve action of the Board of Educa-
tlon anil school staff and the effect
on our public school system, and
shall bring the matter to the floor
of the Town Club during the club
year 1952-53 for action by appro-
priate resolution of the club.”

You would natarally suppose that the
Fdueation Committee would make their
report correspond with the divectives of
this resolution, Did they? Lels look at
what they actually said in their report.
Here it is: _

“The mandate to the Committee
called for a factual report on the
history of the controversy, iis effect
on the quality of our school sys-
tem, its general effect on the com-
munity. Inevitably, however, this
report will have to concern itseif
with matters of opinion as well as
with matters of fact”

Is that what the Town Club’s original
resolution called for? Did the original
resolution use the word “quality”? Did
it say anything about “general effect on
the community”? Did it ask for the

“opinions” of the Education Committee?

Not at all. The original resolution was
explicit. It asked for:

1. 4 chronological factual report
on the activities of the Com-
mittee of Ten (Citizens Com—
mitteo},

2. the responsive action of the

Board of Education and school
staff,

3. the effect on our public school
system,

Had the Education Committee stuck to
the directives of the original resclution,
they would have been compelled to face
all the facts produced by the Citizens
Committee about the evidences of Com-
munist infiltration in the Scarsdale public
schools. They would have been com-
pelled to face the facts about Louis Doli-
vet, Pearl Primus, Howard Fast Paul
Robeson, Shirley Graham, Otto Kline-
berg, Bernard Riess and othels

Of cowrse, the Fducation Committee
couldn’t mfutethe facts, So, it was con-
venient for them to by-pass the directives
of the Town Club resolution which asked
for a “factual report.” It was much easier
to pay scant attention to the facts and to
report their “opinions,” for which the
original resolution did not ask at all.

To begin with, then, the Education
Committee did not even address them-
selves to the original resclution. They
changed it to sait thefr own convenience,

A Slight Omission

The Education Committee had plenty
of time to prepare their report — from
April 1852 to April 1953, Yet, the report
is quite as significant for what it omits
as for what it includes.

For instance, it mentions Dr, Warren
Weaver’s address at the Herald Tribune
Forum on October 23, 1951, which was
favorable to the Board of Education. It
says not a word about the Citizens Com-
mittee’s answer to Dr. Weaver which
appeared in The Herald Tribune on
November 14, 1951, Dr. Weaver never
refuted the answer of the Citizens Com-
mittee,

It is worthwhile to ask why the Eduaca-
tion Committee neglected to mention our
answer to Dr. Weaver in their report,
why they cited only his attack on the
Citizens Committes. A “factual report,”
by any fair standard, ought to give both
sides of a controversy. Why, in this -
instance, did the Education Cormmittee
refer to only one side, the Board of Edu-
cation’s side, which, as it furns out, is the
Fducation Committeg’s side tooP

‘Were they exercising censorship? Buf
they are supposed to be against that. Ave
they really -against censorship when it

suits their purpose not to beP
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Or, perhaps, the Fducation Committee
did not know that the Citizens Commit-
tee had answered Dr, Weaver. In that
~-age, can the. report be called “factual”

those who made it were so incompetent
in gathexing the facts that they were
actually ignorant of some of them?P

Another Slight Omission

The report calls attention to an article
in McCall's for October 1952 which, like
the report of the Education Commitiee,
found it expedient to ignore the facts in
the school controversy.

But, somshow or other, the Education
Committee overlocked completely an-
other article favorable to the Board of
Education. It appeared in The Daily
Worker, official publication of the Com-
. munist party, on April 27, 1952.* And here
is what The Datly Worker said:

“Scanrspare, N. Y, — The Board of
Education of District 1 rejected
the demends of a witch-hunting
McCarthyite group here for a cen-
sorship of texts and library books
and a ‘Toyalty” probe’ of faculty
members and speakers at school
assemblies. In a seven-page re-
port, the Board declared it saw ‘no
reason fo permit the contrary opin-
I {on of a small group to prevail, and
on the basis of this minority opin-
ion {0 take action which might be
destructive to the morale of our
school system.
“It said that a study showed ‘noth-
ing which, in our opinion, would
lead any reasonable person to the
conclusion that subversive influ-
ences are or were operating in our
schools’
“The Parent-T'eacher Associafion
of Scarsdale Iigh School tssued a
statement of confidence in the
school board and faculty.”

Now, while spotting the article in
McCall's, how could the Education Com-
mittee of the Town Club have overlooked
another article as favorable to the Board
of Education as that in The Daily
WorkerP

Did they know about it? Did they
deliberately keep it out of their report
because they felt just a little bit ashamed
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to think that the position of the Com-
munist party and the position of the
Board of Education were one and the
same on the school controversy? Buk,
again, that would be censorship. And
they are not supposed to believe in cen-
sorship.

Perhaps, the Education Comimittee did
not know anything about the article in
The Daily Worker. That is certainly a
possibility. There is evidence to show
that there arve a number of things ger-
mane to their report about which they
apparently knew nothing, and with which
we shall deal in future issues of Tux
Scanrspare Crrizen,

But, how competent, then, was this
Fducation Committee to give a “factual
report” on the school controversy? In-
vestigators who either won't or dont
know how to Investigate can havdly be
termed reliable 1eportels of factual
gvents.

We dont know why the Education
Committes failed to mention The Daily
Worker article which lambasted -the
Citizens Committee as “a witch-hunting
MeCarthyite group.”

We do know that, as Louis Budenz has
said, the primary function of The Daily
Worker is to transmit the Party line to
comrades and fellow travellers. The
Daily Worker article, herein referred to,
could not fail to be understood by Reds
everywhere in the United States as a
directive to smear the Citizens Commit-
tee and to support the Scarsdale Board
of Education.

Conclusions

Is the Education Committee’s report
fair and unbiased? Did the Education

_ Committee thoroughly investigate all the

facts in the school coniroversy?

We must draw the following conclu-
sions from the material presented in this
article:

1. The Education and School Budget
Committee of the Town Club misrepre-
sented the resolution of the Town Club’s
Board ‘of Governors which originally
called for their report.

2. The Education Commitiee deliber-
ately — or through incompetence —
omitted pertinent material from their
report, thus robbing it of any claim to
being factual, and slanting jt against the
Citizens Commities.

“I am only one, but I am one,

I cannot do everything, but I can do
something, :

What I can do, I ought to do,

And what I ought to do, by Gods grace,
I will do.”

Howard Fast Still on List

There is a book by the Communist
writer, Howard Fast, called, Hyam ™ -
moen, Son of Lzberty Yor some , s
it has been on the recommended reading
list for 10th grdde students in the High
School. Tt is still on the list. :

You, no doubt, wonder why it is still
on the list. The answer to this question
is contained in a letter written to James
R. Meehan, a member -of the Citizens
Committes, by Malcolm C. Spence, presi-
dent of the Board of Education.

Mr. Spence wrote:

“T have received your recent letter
asking why the Howard Fast book
‘Hyam Salomaon — Son of Liberty
ts in the high school ibrary. This
-book was placed on the reading
list some years ago and has been
continued on the lst by the mem-
bers of the staff who have the
responsibility of such selection
because they were and are of
the opinion that this book can
make a substantial contribution to
an understanding of one aspect of
our war for independence and be-
couse # is readily readable by
children of the age involved.”

We ask you to weigh the words 0, .r,
Spence in the light of the following con-
siderations:

1. Fast’s book is a piece of Communisi
propagainda, It is aimed at arousing
hatved of business men as a class. T
presents business men in the days of the
American Revolution as a despicable lot
devoid of patriotism. On pages 159.180
Fast gives what purports to be a conver
sation between Salomon and Momds
Salomon refuses to take interest on bill:

Gf exchange. Then Fast writes:

Morris shook his hedd.” “Tf 106 do
business we do i upon a sound
basis. T'wo per cent is the current
rate.”

Still Solomon shook his head.
“Fither you are that rare thing a
patriotic business man, or else you
are insane,” Morris said.

“Perhaps I am insane,”

According to Fast, it would be quite
impossible to find a patriotic busines:
man, Is this what some people on the
High School staff think makes “a sub
stantial contribution to an understar "¢
of one aspect of our war for inde, .d
ence”?

Children who read this book may
think they are reading history, They ar
not. They are reading Communist prop
agdanda disguised as American history.

2, Howard Fast is an ardent advocat:
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of the Communist Party. On November
10, 1949, The Daily Worker. reported a
speech by Fast in defense of the 11
" “munists convicted of conspiring to
and advocate the overthrow of the
United States Government by force and
viclence, In this speech, Fast said:

“ .. in the Communist Party is
enshrined the future and the hope
of mankind, I am tived of evasion
end double talk on this issue.
There is no nobler, no finer prod-
uct of man’s existence on this earth
than the Communist Party, At its
worst, # s betier than the best
that this rotten and dying ruling
class of ours has brought forth. At
its best, it contains within it the
future and the hopes and the
—— ~dreams .of plain people every-
where”

That was said by the man who wrote
the book, Hyam Salomon, Son of Liberty,
which is recommended reading for 10th
grade pupils at Scarsdale High School.

3. Cormumunists do not conceal their in-
tention to use education as a weapon in
their war to destroy our society.

In a pamphlet on Communism and
Education, published by the Committee
i In-American Activities, U, 8. House
 .Representatives, William Z. Foster,
Head of the Communist Party, U, 8. A,
is quoted as saying:

“Qur teachers must write new
school textbooks and rewrite
history from the Marxian view-
point.>?

Class hatred is a prominent part of this
viewpoint. And Fast’s book, Hyam Salo-
mon, Son of Liberty, reeks’ with it,

Ts this what some people on the staff
of Scarsdale High School think makes “a
substantial contribution to an undexr-
standing of one aspect of owr war for
independence™?

In his letter, Mr, Spence explained that
Fast’s book is recommended reading for
10th grade pupils because “it is readily
readable by children of the age involved.”
That is true. It is readable Communist
propaganda.

We are engaged in a war for survival.
The enemy is Communism., At a time
like this, our Board of Education permits
teachers to recommend a Communist
propaganda book to our children — be-
eense “it is veadily readable.”

“Our cruel and unrelenting enemy
leaves us only the choice of a brave
resistance, or the most abject sub-
mission. We have, therefore, to re-
solve to conquer oy to die.”

—George Washington,

PART OF THE RECORD

The Citizens Committee has given
abundant evidence to show the presence
of Communist infilration of our public
schools,. We have cited facts, The facts
have been documented. No one in all
the four years of the Committee’s or-
ganized existence has even once — ozr
in a single instance — refuted this
evidence, Here is part of the record:

Pearl Primus lectured and entertained
in three of owr public schools. She was
paid from taxpayers’ funds for her ap-
pearance in two of them. She was iden-
tified as a member of the Communist
party by a former undercover operator
for the F. B. I, in testimony before a
United States Senate Judiciary Subcom-
mittee. She was listed by the Jefferson
School of Social Science as a teacher, ac-
cording to The Daily Worker for Novem-
ber 13, 1945, She was listed in the New
Masses, a Communist periodical, as an
entertainer for the Citizens Non-Partisan
Committee for the re-election of Benja-
min I, Davis, Jr. Davis was a successful
candidate of the Communist party for
membership in the New York City Council.

Professor Bert James Loewenberg of
Sarah Lawrence College, who gave an
off-campus course in the Scarsdale High
School, was listed as a sponsor and panel
member at the Cultural and Scientific
Conference for World Peace held in New
York City, March 25 — March 27, 1949.
From the outset, the State Department
referred to the gathering as “a sounding
board for Communist propaganda.”

Louis Dolivet was a guest speaker at
the Greenacres PTA meeting on March
13, 1050, His record as a member of the

International Communist apparatus was-

disclosed in a paid advertisement of the
Citizens Committee published in The
Scarsdale Inquirer on January 5, 1951,
Paul Robeson, whose hero-worshipping
biography with four illustrations from
The Daily Worker was listed on the
recommended 8th grade English reading
Tist from 1947 until 1950, is called a Com-
munist on page 18 of the Report on the
Communist “Peace” Offensive, prepared
and released on April 1, 1951, by the
Committes on Un-American Activities,
U. 8. House of Representatives.
Howard Fast, author of at least eight
books in the Scarsdale High School

Library, is also called a Communist in the

same report:

“Howard Fast, an American Com=
mandst, railed at the congress
(World Cong4 ess of Partisans of
Peace held in Paris and Prague,
April 20-24, 1949) against ‘the
slandet of the mercenary press and

radio in the United States agamst
the Soviet Union.”

The New York World-Telegram and
Sun, a Scripps-HHoward newspaper some-
what less timorous than The Inquirer, had
this to say editorially about the authm

"of the controversial biography, Citizen

Tom Paine:

“Mr. Fast is not merely a member
of the Communist party, He tsa
professional writer who has delib-
erately, shockingly perverted, dis-
torted or dended facts of American
history. He has vilified American
“ideas and ideals. He has sought
to foment prefudices and hatred
among classes, races and religious
groups in this country,”

More Evidenee

Langston Hughes, whose poems and
biographical sketch are included in the
Untermeyer anthology used in the Scars-
dale schools, is cited in the same Con-
gressional report referred to above as
having been affiliated with from 71 to
80 Communist-front organizations.

Louis Untermeyer, the poet and an-
thologist, was listed as a. sponsor and
moderator of the panel on Writing and
Publishing at the Waldoif “Peace” Con-
ference. Despite his protests of innocence
in the public press, he is cited as having
been affiliated with from five to ten Com-
munist-front organizations. On July 10,
1950, The Daily Worker reported that
Untermeyer had sent greetings to
Howard Fast, who was then serving a
jail sentence for contempt of Congress,

Henry Pratt Fairchild, whose writings
were projected upon the screen, read, and
commented upon favorably by Superin-
tendent Shaw at the July 5, 1950, mest-
ing of the Board of Education, is listed in
the report on the Communist “Peace”
Offensive as having “been affiliated .with
from 31 to 40 Communist-front organiza-
tions,” Fairchild, aleng with Muriel
Draper, Howard Fast, Langston Hughes,
Rockwell Kent, Alfred Kreymborg, Paul
Robeson and 41 other -sponsors of the

‘Waldorf “Peace” Conference, “have given

their open support to Communist candi-
dates in election campaigns.”

‘With all of the talent available in the
New York metropolitan avea, why was
Pearl Primus, with her long record of
Communist-front affiliation, selected to
entertain Scarsdale school children?

Why was Bert James Loewenberg,
sponsor of the Waldorf “Peace” Confer-
ence and endorser of the program of Paul
Robeson’s Council on African Affairs,
selected to give a cowrse in history to
teachers in the Scarsdale High School?
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Why was Louis ‘Dolivet, an interna-
tional Communist, permitted to address
the Greenacres PTAY

Why was the biography of Robeson

iced on a list of recommended books
for 8th grade English reading when it
failed to win the approval of the National
Council of Teachers of English? Why
give preference to the biography of a
Communist? Why not recommend the
biography of Booker T. Washington, the
Negro educator; or Jaclde Robinson, the
Dodger baseball star, who publicly re-
pudiated the treasonous statement of
Robeson that the Negro people would
not go to war against Russiaf

Tom Paine was truly a great American
patriot in ancther time of crisis, His biog-
rgphy should be in the high school
library; but why not Woodward’s or Con-
way’s biography of Paine, rather than a
distorted biography by an American
Communist which serves as a medium
for presenting Communist propaganda to
unsuspecting American school children?

Board Is Responsible -

Why accept a definition of American-
ism by Henry Pratt Fafrchild who has
~penly supported Communist candidates

ir public office?

Just what has this amazing: array of
Communists and fellow travelers con-
tributed to the réputation of the Scargdale
school system?

This is only part of the evidence pro-
duced by the Citizens Committee. We
shall print more of it in future issues of
Tuw ScArspALE Crrizen.

When you discover Communists and
Communist supporters finding their way
into a public school system and its
auxiliaries, like PTA’s, you may be sure
someone is at work to see that they get
there. Who is that pevson? Who are

_ those pexrsons in Scarsdale? Have we
not a right to know that? -

This is the reality the Board of Edu-
cation ought to face —and ultimately
will have to face. We have never heard
that they have faced it-——-have you?

Is it enough to say, as Archibald
B. Shaw, superintendent of schools, did
say, that our facts represent “totally un-
founded and despicable charges”t Which
facts? Can he name oneP. Has he ever
named oneP

!I‘or example, isn’t it a fact that Pearl

vimus performed in three Scarsdale
“'schools? Isu’t it a fact that she has a
pro-Commnunist recordP Isn't it a fact
that she was paid out of taxpayers’ money
for two of her performances in Scarsdale
schools? Can all of that be denied? She
didn’t just walk into the schools unin-

vited, did sheP? Who brought her here?

These are some of the facts to which
M. Shaw referred as “totally unfounded
and despicable charges” What is un-
founded about them - what despicable?

The Citizens Committee believes that
no Communist, Communist sympathizer,
or Communist fellow-traveller has any
business in our public schools at any time
or under any circumstances. We believe
most of the people of Scarsdale really
agres with this,

The Citizens Committee charges that

" the Board of Education is derelict in its

duty in permitting Communists, GCom-
munist sympathizers and Communist fel-

low-travellers to have access to our

schools. We think that in permitting it
the Board of Education shows glaring
administrative incompetence,

The Citizens Committee believes that
the Board of Fducation might at least
investigate and find out how it happened
that Pear] Primus was brought into the
Scarsdale schools; and report their find-
ings to the community; and set up safe-
guards against a similar thing happening
again,

Don’t you beheve ow community and
our children deserve that much consider-
ation from the Board of Education?

A POSITIVE PROGRAM

It is never enough simply to oppose
Communism. We must oppose it in the
name of positive principles of truth.

Americans have such principles of
truth. They are set forth cleaxly in the
Declaration of Independence which con-
tains the fundamental philosophy of

American society, the basic source of .

American freedom.

Some pretend that the Declaration of
Independence Is only an historical docu-
ment detailing the grievances of the
colonists against George III. It does,
to be sure, state those grievances. But,
more important, it affams the truths
which the King’s acts had violated, He
had no right to violate them. But, be-
cause he did, our forefathers considered
that they were justified in declaring
their independence of the Crown.

Our Truths

Tt is impossible to examine the truths
on which American life is built without
being convinced that they are derived
from God. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence mentions God four times;

1. In the very first paragiaph it affiems
the existence of “the laws of nature and
of natwre’s. God,”

in accordsnce with.

which .Americans were entitled to “dis-

‘solve the political bands” connecting them

with the British. There were, in the minds
of our forefathers, certain natural ¥ 5
governing mankind whose autho.
God. It was to these laws of God they
appealed to account for the momentous
step they were about to take.

2. The Declaration- of Independence
states the truths Americans hold: “that
all men ave created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable vights; that among these are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness” Our rights are from God who
created vs. . They are not from the state,
In short, the Declaration of Independ-
ence relates human rights 1o Ged.

3. In the last paragraph of the Decla-
ration of Independence are found the
words, “appealing to the Supreme Judge
of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions.” Our forefathers acted in
the sight of God. Americans began

their life of freedom and J'ndependence

with an appesl to God,

4, The Declaration of Independence
closes with an expression of faith i
God: “with a firm reliance on the pro-
tection of divine Providence,” The men
who founded America believed in (nd.
They put theéir whole faith and fin 3

A comparatively few in this country
may try to make us forget that America
is founded on belief in God.. The fact
remains, however, that American his-
tory is meaningless if we try to take
God out of it. Most Americans know
this. They want more of God in Ameri-
can hfe not less.

We Must Aet

The only effective, positive way tc
destroy atheistic Communism is by
bringing God into every part of ow
common life,

It is not enough to know that America
is founded on belief in God, that owr
great truths come from Him,

We must act in the name of God,
and by His power, to live by these
truths,

Millions of people now in bondage tc
the Communists believe in God. Bul
all too many of them did nothing tc
act for -God against Commumnism wher
they had the opportunity.

We dare not make the same mi 3
Only God can gain the victory uver
Communism, But e has given us 2
part to play., We must play it.

William: Penn said: “Those people
who are not governed by God, will
be ruled by tyrants.” :
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Comamunisiut is contrary to the laws of God and the vights of man.

Like slavery, it wnust be abolished.

N \1 NO. 2

SCARSDALE, NEW YORK

MARCH 1954

ANﬂTﬂ]]Ii X-RAY OF TOWN CLUB REPORT
The Case of Lowis Dolivet

The Citizens Committee has charged
that the report of the Town Club’s Edu-
cation. Committee, “Allegations of ‘Com-
munjst Infilivation’ in. the Scarsdale
Schools,” is a document of evasions,
omissions and misrepresentations.

' We stand on that charge. We cite the

manner in which the Education Com-
.mittee dealt with the Dolivet case .to
substantiate the charge further.

Louis Dolivet spoke in the Greenacres
school on March 13, 1950, under the an-

spices of the Greenacres PTA. The Citi-

zens Committee produced evidence,
never refuted by the Board of Education,
that Dolivet was part of the Communist
intermational conspiracy.

Here is what the Town Club’s Educa-
tion Committee did with this evidence:

v Out of a mags of available
* facts, they recorded only two
bits of evidence showing Doli-
vet's Communist connegtions.
They made no comment, no
refutation, regarding either of
them; they concealed, or were
ignorant of, additional evi-
dence regarding both of them.

2. They quoted, without criticism,
the Board of Education’s letter
to the Citizens Committes
which put the Board on record
as refusing to do anything to-
prevent subversives from using
our public school buildings.

3. They reproduced George F.
James  explanation as to how
he, as chairman of the Green-
acres PTA program committee,

. happened to invite Dolivet to
the PTA’s meeting,

No Refutation L

That, you understand, is supposed to
fulfill the requivements of a “factual re-
port” on Dolivel, an international Com-
r ist agent, who spoke in the Green-

4 school on March 13, 1850,
—fitiable, isn’t it? Especially when you
consider the quantity of evidence on

which the Education Committee had to -

work, The Congresstonal Record for
May 25, 1950, alone, devoles nine
columms to Dolivet,

They might have tiied to refute the
evidence, But they didn't— for the ex-
cellent reason that they couldn’t, They

~might have accepted it and recom-

mended appropriate measures to the
Board of Education for preventing sub-
versives from speaking in owr public
school bmldmgs But they didn’t.

. There is always the .possibility, . of
course, that the Education Comimittee
was not familiar with all the evidence —
and you cant be expected to refute or
accept evidence about which you are
ignorant,

But, if the Education Committee did
know all the facts in the Dolivet case,
they are guilty, in the light of their re-
port, of concealing them from the public
— a reprehensible thing to do in a serious
matter like the one they had hefore them.

If the Education Committee did not
know all the facts, they stand accused
of ncompetence.

Iz any event, their report is unreliable
and does not tell the whole tluth about
Dolivet,

The Evidence

Now, let us look at the evidence in this
case which the Education Committee did
not even mention in their report, al-
though' the Citizens Committee had al-
ready produced it.

'The Gongressional Record of May 25,
1950, quotes Congressman Edward H.
Jenison of Illinois as follows:

“Witness No. 8, when testifying
before a Senate Judiciary Sub-
commitiee on July 23, 1949, de--
scribed Louis Dolivet, previously
a Raonanlan  citizen, presently
international editor of United Nu-
tions World, as a laison of the
Communists with the United Na-
tions Secretariat.”

Dolivet’s contract with the UN. ex-
pived on October 31, 1950 and when he
applied in Switzerland-for a visa to re-
turn to the United States, the consul
cabled the State Department for advice,
The Department advised the consul that,
inasmuch as Dolivet’s U.N. contract had
expired, he was not entitled to a 3(7)

-was false,

visa and that “he would appear to be
1nadmzssible for any type of American
visa.”

The New York Times for November 4,
1950, quotes Michael MeDermott, State
Department press officer, to the effect
that should Dolivet apply for an ordi-
nary traveler’s visa, it probably would
be denied for “unannounced reasons.”

Dolivet Denied Citizenship

The New Leader for April 1, 1950,
stateg that Dolivet had been refused
United States citizenship after many
hearings before the Immigration authori-
ties. . The New Leader for September
15, 1952 deals with his pro-Kremlin rec-
ord and his recent activities in Paxis.

The Congressional Record for May 25,
1950, quotes Rep. Jenison’s statement
that Dolivet applied for American citi-
zenship as far back as June of 1946 but
that his application had never been
granted. .

In the Congressional Record of the
same date there appears a translation of
an article written on December 15, 1949,
by A. Rossi, a French writer whose book,
A Communist Party in Action, has been
translated by Professor Kendall of Yale
and published by the Yale University
Press. Among other things, Rossi said
that:

o Dolivet is really Ludwig Brecher,
a native of Rumania.

e In the French Communist move-
ment of the 1930’s, Brecher, alias
Dolivet, was known as Udeanu.

e The principal instrument of the

French Communist. Party in the_.

suppression of the newspaper,
Monde, was Udeanu (Brecher)
{Dolivet).”

e Prior to the Russian-German pact
of 1939, Dolivet had long worked
with the notorious German Com-
munist, Willi Muenzenberg,

Dolivet wrote an article for Inter-
natlional Press Correspondence, official
publication of the Communist Inter-
national. The article was entitled (guess
what), For the Defense of Democratic
Liberties and Peace. (At the Greenacres
PTA, Dolivet also spoke of “peace”. He
is a great advocate of “peace” — the kind
so prevalent hehind the Iron Curtain.)

Dolivet’s advance billing in Scarsdale
It did not reveal his Com-
munist record, .Instead, it stated he had
served in the United States Army, For




THE SCARSDALE CITIZEN

MARCH 1954

how long? No reference to that, Ac-

tually, for how long? For a mysterious

and unexplained period of 25 days! But

-~ won't find that in the Education
mmittee’s report.

Also kept out of the report is evidence
showing that Dolivet’s influence went
beyond his speech at Greenacres school.
It was felt in the High School,

On January 16, 1951, the Citizens
Committee wrote to the Board of Edu-
cation, stating that United Nations
World (not an official organ of the UN.)
was in the ITigh School library, This is
the publication of which Dolivet was
international editor.

Background of UN World

In the same letter the Citizens Com-

Hittée gave the Board of Education the

background of United Nations World as
presented by the French wuiter, A. Rossi,
in the Congressional Record for May
25, 1850:

“He (Dolivet) found there (in the
United States) his old friend the
banker, Ashberg, and also Pierre
Cot, and founded with him a
magazine, Free World, which
finally became United Nations
')Wov'ld, whose pro-Soviet leanings
aré ‘the same as Tribune des
Nations, which appears at Parls.
Udeanu-Dolivet has been with
Pierre Cot (ahways Pierre Cot),
one of the sponsors in France of
Henry Wallace, the exploitation
of whom by the French Com-
munist party is remembered.”

'The Citizens Committee informed the
Board of Fducation that Pierre Cot “is
the French deputy who was barred from
entering the United States in April, 1949,
at a time when the Communist party had
invited several of Europes top Com-
munist stooges to come to this country
to propagandize against the Atlantic
Pact and to assist in the phony “peace’
offensive to weaken resistance to Soviet
aggression.” (Cot, with Howard Fast,
received the 1953 Stalin Peace Prize.)

These facts are pertinent to the Edu-
cation Committee’s investigation of the
Citizens Coramittee’s charges relative to
Communist infiltration of our public
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schools. But you would never know it
from their report, Nor would you know
either that United Nations Handbook,
another publication by Louis Dolivet, is
in the High School library. In brief,
Dolivet is better known in the Scarsdale
public schools than his one appearance
at Greenacres would indieate, The Hda-
cation Committee concealed this infor-
mation. -

When you stop to think of it, they cer-
tainly did a lot of censoring of the evi-
dence concerning T.ouis Dolivet, the
international Communist conspirator,
which only proves that those who talk
most against censorship usually practice
it most,

All of this evidence is in the public
record, The Education Gommittee had
access to.it. They did not refute a word
of it — show it to be false, 'They simply
ignored it-—with the exception of one
brief quotation from the Congressional
Record, and a brief reference to Dolivel’s
failure to get a United States visa,

.Ignored Facts

Tiven the Fducation Committeds brief
reference to Dolivet's difficulties regard-
ing a visa (without comment of any

kind), did not tell the whole sordid story. .

Said the Education Committee;

“In 1952 Mr, Dolivet was dended a
visa to return to the United States
because of alleged pro-Communist
activity.”

This would be about two years after
he had spoken in the Greenacres school
— and it may be the truth. But it is not
the whole truth, It is not the far more
damaging truth that the State Depart-
ment denied a visa to Dolivet hetween
October 31 and November 4, 1950 —
which was only a little more than seven
meonths, rather than two years, after
his Scarsdale PTA speech.

The Education Committes knew this,
or they could have known it from the
reports of the Citizens Committes which
were available to them. Why didn’t
they mention it? How could 15 grown
men possibly overlook so crucial a date
in a supposedly “factual” report?

The Citizens Committee considers that
the omission of this date from the Fduca-
tion Committee’s report is but another
instance of their practice of concealing
evidence damaging to thefr case— or
else it is another instance of their investi-
gative incompetence. Either way, it
renders their report unreHable,

The first section of the Education
Committee’s repoxt in the Dolivet case
shows a seandalons disregard of the

quantity of
Dolivet in the Communist conspiracy,

evidence implicating

The second section of their repot
quoted, without ariticism, the Boay '
Education’s statement refusing to do any-
thing to prevent subversives from using
Searsdale’s school buildings.

A full month before the Citizens Com-
mittee made public the facts about
Dalivet, we submitted his Communist
record, in writing, to every member of
the Board of Education and to the Super-
intendent of Schools.

Board Refuses To Act

On December 14, 1950, the Superin-
tendent replied to the Citizens Commit-
tee on behalf of the Board of Education.
Here is what he said:

1 “The use by the Greenacres
Parent-Teacher Association of
school facilities on March 13,
1850 for open house and a
speaker (Dolivet, Ed.) was au-
thorized in accordance with
established procedures.

2. “The Board expects to make
the facilities of the schools
available to any of the Parent-
Teacher Association organiza-
tions whenever they request
and no prior use has been
arranged,

3. “The programs are the respon-
sibility of the Parent-Teacher
Associations and the Board has
no intention of exercising
supervision over them. .

“By direction of the Board of
Education.”_

What does this statement mean? It
means:

‘1. The Board of Education con-
doned; by silénce; the false
billing of a subversive speaker
and the deception of parents
and teachers,

2. The Board of Education
showed no concern upon learn-
ing that a Communist agent
had spoken in a public school
building which is under their
jurisdiction. They gave no out-
ward sign of intending to set
up safeguards against the use
of public school buildings by
subversives, o

3. The Board of Education does

not intend in the future to take

any responsibility for the use
of school buildings by subver-

'sive speakers. In effect, the

Board says, “If PTA’s want to

hear Communist spoakers in
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public school buildings, they
may—for all we care.”
~ For all the Board of Education cares!
© Nall the Town Club and their Educa-
" . Committes care, tcol

They all protest they are opposed
to Communism. But, Communists may
spread their propaganda in public school
buildings — for all they care.

They see the Communist evil walk the
earth, subdue by subterfuge and force
nations oncé free, establish its subversion
in nations still free. But, the doors of
our public school buildings may be
opened to Communist agents — for all
they care,

They see men, whose minds have been
perverted and corrupted by the Com-
munist deception, become traitors to
- their own people and the nation that
nurtured them. But, the provocateurs
of this deception may speak in the halls
of the public school — for all they care.

Board Has Power Te Aect

Can the Board of Education do noth-
ing to prevent undesirable persons from
using school facilitiesP Ave they cap-
tives .of the PTA’s, or the merest crea-
tures of those who put them in offlcep

\ they powerless to act?

Jf course they can act — if they want
to. Is not the Education Committee of
the Town Club familiar with Axticle VII
of the rules and regulations of the Board
of Fducation? Do they not know that
Section 24 provides for the cancellation
of permits for non-school use? Does not
this provision empower the Board of
Education to exercise supervision over
PTA’s and other organizations that use
public school buildings.

Of course it does. If the Board of
Education will not protect our schools
- from. Communism, it is not hecause
the Board lacks power and authority
to act. It is hecause the Board lacks
the will to act.

It is incredible that the Education
Committee — even allowing for the gen-
erally slipshod character of their report
—did not know these things, Be that
as it may, their report quoted, without
eriticism, the Board of Education’s re-
fusal to do anything to prevent subver-
sives from using public school facilities,

The third section of the Education
F-mmittee’s report is given over to
" rge B James explanation as to how
=& happened to invite Dolivet to speak
at the Greenacres PTA.

Buiefly, his story is this: Mr., James
was chairman of the Greenacres PTA
program committee in 1950, A fellow
member of the committee, Will W.

Garey, suggested to him that Dolivet
“might to be a desirable speaker” on cne
of the PTA programs. “Mr. Garey had
met Mr, Dolivet and was impressed by
his considerable personal magnetism,
ability as a speaker and knowledge of
international affaivs” 'Thus it was that
Mr, James invited Dolivet to speak,

There is, however, a little more to the
story., Dolivet took dinner in a Scars-
dale home on the evening of his lectwre
at the Greenacres school. e no doubt
continued all through dinner to exercise
his “personal magnetism,” which so im-
pressed Mr, Garey, to the point of blind-
ing everyone to his connection with the
Communist conspiracy.

The scene we have here is interesting
and 2 little incongruous. You might ex-
pect.-to see.it.on the stage, It.wounld
make good theatre. You would hardly
expect to witness it as part of a real
life story. Nevertheless, there it is, as
real and as big as life.

An international Communist conspira-
tor is invited by loyal, patriotic Ameri-
cans to speak at their PTA meeting. He
is asked to come to dinner before he
speaks. He sits down to dinner, sur-
rounded by the glowing faces of people
inmocent of his conspiratorial role. He
eats his food, probably with faultless
manners; proves himself a sparkling con-
versationalist; compliments his hostess on
an excellent dinner. He enchants them
all, magnetizes them, captivates them,.
What a man] What a personality!

Were They Fooled?

During all the time he is with his hosts
they detect nothing to indicate that he is
part of the Communist conspivacy which
would, if successful in America, reduce
them to serfdom—and worse—together
with the wholé class 'of people to which
they belong, Isn't it just like Little Red
Riding Hood and the Wolf —all over
again? He is driven to the Greenacres
school where he addresses the PTA,
Still the innocents detect nothing about
him or his speech on “peace” that would
hint to them he is a Communist. The
local newspaper, reporting his specch,
refers to him as “a refreshing contrast to
the many prophets of doom speaking at
present” If they only knew! Strangel
you say. Incredible] Maybe so.

It was only after My, Dohrenwend,
chairman of the Citizens Commitiee,
chanced to come upon excerpts from
Dolivet’s speech, reported in The Scars-
dale Inquirer, and spotted the Com-
munist line in them, that Dolivet's con-
nection with the Communist conspiracy
was brought to light,

We must infer from Mr. James ac-
count that he and Mr. Garey were fooled
by. Dolivet, although the Education Com-
mittee’s veport does not explicitly say so,
nor do they show any chagrin or express
any regret at having brought Dolivet to
Scarsdale.

So it is that the Education Committes’s
report on Dolivet ends on a comic note
with the implied ary, “We were fooled,
Everybody was fooled. We didn’t know
he had a Communist record.”

Well, the Education Committee knew
Dolivet’s record by the time they got
around to writing their report,. Were
they still fooled? Or were thoy enlight-
ened by then, arcused, alert and eager?

If the members of the Town Club’s
Education Committee are as opposed
to Communism as they protest-they:
are, why did they not deal with the
evidence on Dolivet, and deplore the
ludicrous hoax played on Scarsdale
citizens by his presence here, and de-
mand that the Board of Education
walke up to the facts of life about how
Communists work, and act to prevent
their further penetration of our
publie school system ?

You must answer these questions for
yourself. They are not answered in the
report of the Town Club’s Education
Committee. You can’t help but wonder
why — especially when you recall Article
II of the Town Club’s constitution which
says:

“I'he purpose of this Club is to
promote conceried and intelligent
action on all matters offecting the
welfare of Scarsdale. It is to
procure accurate information
(emphasis ours) thereon for dis-
cussion and dissemination in order
to assist in the formation of public
fudgment.” '

Accurate information, did you say?
Yes, you just have to wonder.

BOOKS ON I
COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY

A brief list of books on the Com-
munist conspiracy that ought to be in
our High School library:

Seeds of Treason, by Toledano and

Lasky.
Coming Defeat of Communism, by
James Burnham,

The Cry is Peace, by Louis F. Budenz.

Slave Labor in Russia, published by

the American Federation of Labor.
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Sﬂarsdale Sohool Author
Gots- Red Prize from Mosvow

}V_Vhen on December 21, 1953, the
woscow radio said that Howard Fast

had been awarded a Stalin Peace Prize,
~ Scarsdale residents wondered. .

They had goed reason to wonder. For
they knew that Howard Fast, who does
not conceal his admiration for the Com-
munist party, is a popular author with
Searsdale school authorities.

They knew that eight of Fast’s backs

are in the High School library; that one
of them, Haym Salomon, Son of Liberty,
has been for years on the recommended
reading list for 10th grade students; that
another, The Unvanquished, had been
used as a 12th grade textbook.
. There was not, of course, any reason
to wonder at Fast’s popularity with the
Moscow Communists. He had acclaimed
the Communist party as enshxining “the
future and the hope of mankind,” There
is, e had said, “no nobler, no finer prod-
uct of man’s existence on this earth than
the Communist Party.”

Communists Like Fast

- Communists in Moscow — and other

}aces —Tike a man like that. ‘He has a
way of putting Americans in their place,
He has a way too of getting his thoughts
— disguised ag history — into Scarsdale’s
public schools. Some Scarsdale teachers
are of the opinion that Fast’s book, Hagm
Salomon, Son of Liberty, can really
‘make a substantial contvibution to an
understaniding of one aspect of our war
for indeperidence.” We know that be-
cause. the president of the Board of Edu-
cation has said so.

Fast is a skillful and effective propa-
gandist for Communism, He can do in
America what the Moscow Commumists
cannot. Such skillfulness and effective-
ness ought to be vewarded. The Moscow
Communists gave Fast a Stalin prize,

Being so ardent about the nobility of
the Communist party, Fast would prob-
ably not be displeased at the prospect of
influencing school children to share his
enthusiasm. That would be bad for
America and freedom., But it would cer-
tainly be good for Communism.

Such loyalty ought to be rewarded, a
fact that did not escape the Moscow Com-

lwnists, They gave Fast a Stalin prize.

Strangely enough, Pierre Cot was an-
other recipient of a Stalin Peace Prize.
He is an old hand at helping the Com-
munist cause and an old friend of Louis
Dolivet, the international Communist,
who spoke at the Greenacres PTA on

March 13, 1950; and whose writings arve
in the High School library.

Rather odd also is the fact that a past
winner .of a Stalin prize is Paul Robeson.
His hiography, by fellow-traveling Shir-
ley Graham, was on the Scarsdale High
School 8th grade recommended reading
list from 1947-1950. So far as we know,
it is still in the High School library.

How Does it Happen

It just makes you wonder how it hap-
pens that well known Communists and
their sympathizers so often tarn out to
be people who have had some connec-
tion, in one way or anocther, with the
Scarsdale public schools,

You are supposed to understand that it
just happened that way. You aré not
supposed to guestion the school authori-
ties, or to suggest that they investigate
in order to find out whether or not “it
just happened that way.”

If you question them or suggest that
they investigate, you are called “an
enemy of the public scheels” 'This ac-
cusation, quite successful hitherto at
stopping honest criticism, is wearing so
thin that it is wearing out. People aren’t
afraid of it any more.

Loyal Americans are asking themselves
how anyone could possibly be “an enemy

“of the public schools” for objecting to the

use in them of Communist propaganda
books by Howard Fast who, upon receiv-
ing the Stalin Peace Prize, called it “the
highest honor that can be conferred on
any person in these times.”

(ONCEALED COMMUNISTS

In his book, Men Without Faces,
Louis Budenz speaks about concealed
Communists known to him when he was
managing editor of The Datly Worker,
He writes:

“A long list of these loyal
and concealed Communisis,
men and women who occupy
distinguished positions in busi-
ness, profesional and -public
life, was given to me orally by
Politburo members and com-~
mitted to memory, Never was
this list of names permitted to
appear on paper. Today, now
that I have left the Communist
party, it gives me a distinctly
queer feeling to see and hear
these people, who I know have
sworn fealty to Stalin, fervent-
ly defended by wunsuspecting
and patriotic Americans.”

GUIDE 10 TIE PARTY TINE

In The New York Herald Tribune for

 November 15, 1953, Herbert A. Phil' "k

former undercover agent in the = &
munist party for the F. B. I, listed the
propaganda divectives followed by Cor
munists. We List some of them:

- “People are giving too much at-
" tention.to an alleged and non-
existent Communist threat,

“The real denger is government
inquiries into Communism, which
are an assault upon basic “human
rights,

“Efforts to get rid of Commu-
nism risk formation of a vacuum
which would be repl’aced by Fas-
'cwm.

. "“Testimony made under oath by
former Communists can not -be
corroborated by other evidence.

“The difficult task facing the
comrades is the problem of pre-
senting such Cominform material
in such a way that the Communist
origin will not be detected.”

These dJ’rectives,-accordjng to Mr, Phil
brick, are contained in recent issues o
the Cominform Bulletin, “printed 1
Bucharest each week and airmail ¢
party hosses all over the world.”

. The special technique of the Coramu
nist propaganda experts “Is to see tha

.Communist ideology is spread.under the

guise of pro-American or pro-humani
tarian material.”

“T would have no fears if more Ameni
cans possessed the zeal, the fervor, the
persistence, and the industry to lean
sbout this menace of Red Fascism,

“I do fear for the liberal and pro
gressive who has been hoodwinket
and duped into joining hands with th
Communists.

“I confess to a real apprehension s
long as Communists are able to secun
ministers of the Gospel to promot
‘their evil work and espouse a caus
“that is alien to the religion of Churis
and Judaism,

“I do fear so long as school board
and parents tolerate conditions where
by Communists and fellow-travelers
under the guoise of academic freed~n
can teach our youth a way of lif.
oventually will destroy the sanctity ¢
the home, that undermines faith i
God, that causes them to scorn respec
for constituted authority and sabotag
our revered Constitution.”

—1J. Epcar Hoover:
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THE TRUTH ABOUT
'THE SCARSDALE STORY

By THE REV. AUGUST W. BRUSTAT

invade the Westchester County mind. Ii
decided to concenfrate on fhree choice
communities in this order—~Scarsdale,
Larchmont, Bronxville. Budenz, while
gtill editor of the Daily Worker in 1944,
wag aslked to serve as chairman of the
committee to “capture” Westchester,
The extent to which Communists have
succeeded in this avowed objective, as’
far ag Scarsdale iy concerned, is the bur-
den of thig story, The extent to. which
they have misled gome well-meaning, but

uninformed or mis-informed citizens of

The Rev. Brustat is pastor of the Trinity Lm-
theran Church, Scarsdale, New TYork, and a
member of the editorial board of the American
Lutheran magazine, As a member of the Scars-
dale Citizeny Committee, he has been a leader in
the fight against pubversive influences in the schoopl
system of this residential community. Here are
the real facts about Becarsdale, which should help
you to check the schools in your own home town.

—The HWditor.

HIS is a saga of Scarsdale, one of America’s fore-
most residential communities, It is 2 community
of gold-plated suburbia in whick it iz well deemed
. a privilege to live. It is tucked away a short 20 miles
+ from New York City in the beautiful rolling hillg of
gouthern Westchester County,

Thig fair village hag built for itgelf a public school
gystem of exceptionally high standards, and properly
boasts of the competence of its principals and facul-
ties. Let it therefore be emphasized at the outset that
in the sometimes heated school controversy that has
rocked Scarsdale in recent years over alleged Commu-
nisgt infiltration, the Scarsdale Citizens Commitiee, a
group of public-spirited citizens who have sought to
combat Communigtic influences in the school system,
has had as its sole objective the PRESERVATION of
the recognized integrity of its schools, It believes
that such standards can only he maintained by keep-
ing the schools totally and loyelly American,

Tet it furthermore be understood that, despite wide-
spread reports to the contrary, the Citizens Committee
has never sought to attack the Scarsdale Public School
System per =e.

The battle which the free world is waging against
the Uommiunist conspivacy 1§ Deiig fOUght inm minia-
tire i ScarsdaleTie Tiacrocosmic Provlem, wiich
Marxism poses internationally, is a problem hrought
into bold relief microcosmically in thig prosperous
New York City suburb of 14,000 inkabitants. The
consgpiratorial operations of Marxism, which are de-
gigned eventually to toll the fumeral bells for free
America, have begun their tolling here.

The .nests of treason which have been built up in
. various branches of government, ag Congressional in-
. vestigations have revealed, have likewise been a-build-
ing in Bearsdale, The tell-tale footprints of subversion
in Scarsdale fit the conspiratorial pattern,

Scarsdale, a diamond in New York’s residential ring,
would be an especially prized plum—if it were to fall
for the propaganda technigqueg of infiltration and into
Marxist hands, The Commimisty have not been un-
mindful of such a possible accomplishment, As far
back as 1944, according to Louis F, Budenz, the Com-

i Seargdale into falling for their propa-
ganda line ig amazing and unhelievably
appalling, The degree of conspiratorial illiteracy in
this community is incredibly shocking.

Lot it again be emphasized that the majority of our
p.u’plic school teachers in Scarsdale are loyal American
citizens on whom no suspicion of subversion can be

- cagt, However, one or more Communigts or Commu-

nigt sympathizers in the classroom, or on the staff,
or on the school beard of a community, can do more
to further the Communist cause than mosf citizens
realize, The presente of one such disloyal person on
the stafl might never be known to loyal members, It
is an establighed fact that a few, perhaps even z very
few, who have been enamored of Marxism-Leninism
in & school system, can and do exert an evil influence
far above their numerical strength,

A teacher who ig a fellow-traveler, or sympathizer,
may exert his influence in some such manner ag this—
nor is this entirely hypothetical. In a high school -
English class, a list of books is presented for supple-
mentary reading, The list is extensive and therefore
the ‘students must be selective, What books should

internatsonai News Photo
- Louis F. Budens, Formey Communist, Was Asked fo Head
Committee to “Capture” Wesichester County, New York,
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they select to read from the suggested list? On the

list ari several religious movels like Bunyan’s “Pil-
grim’s Progress” or Douglas’ “The Robe,” Then there
are some recognized “classics” of yesteryear, like Dick-
eng’ “David Copperfield” or Cooper’s “The Spy.” Also
the list containg a hook by a known pro-Communisgt,
] like Howard Fast’'s “Haym Salomon, Son of leerty”
and others that contain the Communist Party line, The
religious novels on the reading list are not recom-
mended because of their “superstitious and intoler-
ant”. content, And the clossics are minimized as
“put-moded.?
list a semblance of respectability and to divert sus-
picion. The subversive texts, on the other hand, are
recommended as modern, up-to-date reading. As an
exampie of fhis, a book by the Communist-fronter,
Shirley Graham, entitled: Pawl Robeson, Uitizen of the
World, was on g Scarsdale eighth grade English De-
partment Recommended Reading List.  Because of the
subversive nature of this book and the protest of the
Citizens Committee against it, it wag subseguently
removed from the list, By conducting four clasges
a day, each consisting of about 25 students, one teacher
can-influence 100 children daily toward Red IFascism.
A few subversive fexts, like a few subversive teach-
erg, can be used efflectively to infiltrate a public school
gystem. One such volume, used in the Scarsdale High
School, is Louis Untermeyer’s “Anthology of American
and British Poetry.”” The compiler, Untermeyer, is
himself a fellow-fraveler, and -the volume containg
poemsg by Communisi sympathizers, Alfred Kreym-
borg has four poems in the volume. He is listed no
less than 33 times in the “Review of the 'Secientific and
Cultural Conference for World Peace,” issued by the
Houge Committee on Un-American Aectivities, Lang-
ston Hughes, a sponsor of the Communigt Waldorf
Peace Conference and “affiliated with from 71 to 80
Cemmunist fronts,” hag two poems in the volume, On
March 26, 1953, Langston Hughey admitted hefore a
Senate committee that he himself would ‘not recom-
mend hig own books written prior to 1950 because of
their pro-Communist bias.

T I8 significant alyo that in the thumb-nail bio-
graphical sketches of the left-wing author-post con-
tributors to this anthology, not one word of their
pro-Communist affiliation iy indicated. This iz clearly
dishonest. It iz falge labelling, It is a muibile form
of deception. Yet fhiy deception of Immature youth
is tolerated by the mchool authorities in the name of
academic freedom.

The Public Affairs Pamphlets, edited by the Oom—
munist-fronter Maxwell Stewart, were being used as
textbook matérial, Thege, it was found, were diseon-
tinued following protests to the school board.

Another textbook which was subject to crificism
and subsequenﬂy removed from the curriculum was
“American Democracy Today and Tomorrow” by Gos-
lin, Storen, and Goslin. In this book, a definition of
“the true Americans” iz provided by the Communigt.
fronter Henry Pratt Fairchild, listed by a Congres-
gional committee ag affiliated with over 30 Communist
fronts, The bibliographies at the end of the chapters
in this book refer students to a great number of Com-
munist fronters.

Boak, Slosson, and Anderson’s “World Hmtory”

which glonﬁes the Russian experiment and minimizes

American accomplishments, was used as a text.

Howard Fast’s “The Unvanquigshed” appeared on
the 12th grade textbook list. Fast received the “Sta,hn
Peace. Prize” in 1983.

Tibrafy books sre another medium through -which

These are window-dressing to give the

International News Photo
Dr. W. E. B. DuBois (Right) Congratulates Paul Robeson
After the Latter's Speech in Paris, in Which -He said That
American Negroes Wonld Never Fight Aguinst Soviet Rus-
. sia, 4 Biography of Robeson Was Placed on the Scarsdals
Recommended Reading List, While DuBois Is on the Scars-

’ - ddle “All- America Red Team.”

Ameriea’s schools are infiltrated. They are a vital
transmission belt for Red penetration, Bella Dodd,
Louis Budenz, Herbert Philbrick, and others. have
stated that it is Communist strategy to get books by
Communist authors or their sympathizers into gchool
Libraries, The Scargdale High School library lists
some 75 volumes of this nature and the list has elicited
the amazement .of these experts in Communist infiltra-
tion tactics.

For instance, eight separate titles by Howard Fast

are in the library, including Citizen Tom Paine, which
ridiculesy and slurs George Washington.
. Uitigen Tom Paine is purportedly American history.
But it is not. It is Communisi propaganda disguised
ag Ameriean history, It is an attempt to ridicule
America’s Founding Fathers. It is an attempt to de-
bunk America’s early herces, It iz an attempt to
minimize and deprecate them in the eyes of America’s
youth.

Nor ig this the only fault te be found with this book
which ig demigned for consumption by Scarsdale’s high
school youth, The sordid description of the glave girl
on. the auction block, the blasphemy and profanity
scattered throughout the voiume should be ethmally
unpalatable and morally revolting to the conscience
of Scarsdale’s religiouns citizenry,

The New York Oity Board of Education hag dis-
creetly deleted the subvergive Howard Fast books from
its libraries. 8o has the U. 8. State Department in
accordance with a recent directive by Secretary Dulles,
The Tom Paine National Historical Association Cot-
tage in New Rochelle, New York, which gells numerons
biographies of Paine, will not include Fast’s pseudo-
biography because, as the custodian stated: “It is a
vile, historicaily false book.”

The Scarsdale High School library contains other
books written by such Communist fronters ag Herbert
Aptheker, Norman Corwin, W, E. B, DuBois, Jogeph
Gaer, Shirley Graham, Margaret Halsey, Lillian Hell-
mann, Corliss Lamont, Carey McWilliams, Arthur
Miller, Cliford Odets, Dorothy Parker, Harrigon For-
man, Annalee Jacoby, Owen Lattimore, Richard Lan-
terbach, Theodors H.. White, Kate Mitchell, Edgar

. Snow, VﬂhJalmm Stefansson Anna Loulse Strong,

Albert Rhys Williams, Veia Micheles Dean, Marghak



{lin, and George Seldes. These names represent a
formidable list of candidates for the All-America Red
team!

It is worth noting, and a matter of record, that
nntil recently, few, if any books appeared in the Scars-

Jle High School library which exposed Communigm

¢ the evil conspiracy it is. And no government re-
ports on the subject appearved either. But oddly
enough, the Communist-slanted books did, Thiy wag
no accident. Nor wasg it “just one of those things?
A brain - was behind it. The January, 1953, list of
new books, however, did at long last report that some
32 volumeg such ag Philbrick’s I Led Three Lives, and
Angela Calomiriy Red Masquerade arve now there.
These books were added to the library from a special
gift of $100 donated by a Scarsdale resident,

Never has the Citizens Committee, nor even the
Town Club, which recently prepared a study of the
controvergy, succeeded in securing from the board of
education the nameg of those
regponsible for introducing

Alter, in 1941; he.had aided American Comrnunists;
written for the Communist pregs; and -his donecpts
shifted regularly with the current Party Line, Some
monthy ago he was dismissed after a two-decade ten-
ure at Hunter College, because he refused, before the

Senate Internal Security subcommittee, to angwer the-

question as to whether he-wag ever & Communist, ..
Another Career Conference lecturer on the same
program with Riess was Kenneth M. Gould, who re-
cently publicly admitted that he had. served as an
advigsory editor of the Communist publication Ohem-
pion of Youih. g I

'This is another link in the-chain-pattern of invasion
_ of the Scarsdale school gystem. o -

Infiltrators are not in the habit of missing any
opporiunity to insinuate themgelves for the purpose
of peddling their poisonous propaganda. TPearl Pri-
mug, o dancer-lecturer, a product of Communigt
camps, demonstrated her talenis before three student

agsemblies on March 8, 1951,

subvergive volumes in the
Scarsdale publie schools, Citi-
zens have a right to know, but
they are deliberately kept in
the dark,

Another avenue of Commu-
nigt infiltration ig via P.T.A.
speakers, Louis- Dolivet, a
“top Kremlin Operator,” spoke
at the Greenacres P.T.A, in the
(reenacres School on March
18, 1960. Dolivet, described as
a “dangerous Stalinist agent
and a member of the Interna.

‘nal Communist apparvatus,”

aile an attache with ‘the
United Nations, was foreign
editor of the publication United
Nations World, Dolivet, de-
nied American citizenship for
which he applied in June, 1946,
did not have his contract with

including children as young as
‘the third grade, For her per-
formances, which according to
the Daeily Worker are “inter-
pretive of the class struggle,”
a phrase which is typically the
Communist Party Line, she
received $225 of taxpayers'
‘money. Some percentage of this
fee was, if general practice was
followed in her case, given to
the Party for its work,

Miss Primus ‘had intended
touring Europe with her dance
troupe ‘during the surmer of
1952, However, the State De.
partment inferfered with ker
intentions and “picked up” her
passport, apparently because
it considered her a dangerous
security risk. But the Scars-
dale- school authorities refuse
to admit that a mistake was

the United Nations renewed
after its expiration on Octo-
ber 31, 1950, because “he would
appear to be inadmissable for
any type of American visa.” :

When in the fall of 1952
Dolivet’s son drowned in a Wegtchester County pool,
he was refused re-entry into the United States by the
State Department, even for the funeral of his som,
because he is considered dangerous fo the gecurity of
the United States. However, his appearance as speak-
er in a Scarsdale school wag condoned by the school
board on the ground that he wasg not “caught in the
act,” Dolivet’s United Nations Hendbook is still in
the high school library,

A number of other P.T.A, gpeakers were objection-
able from the viewpoint of their Communist front
affiliations. Armiong them were Ernest O, Melby, for-
‘merly a member of the education committee of the
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship.

Career (onference lecturers are inmvited to discuss
with upper classmen their aptitudes and ahbilities. The

wtent i8 to advise and puide them regarding their

(ture professions,

4 On January 29, 1852, Bernard F. Riess served in
this capacity at the Scargdale High School. Riess had
taught at the Communist Jefferson School of Seocial
Beience in 1945, and had participated in that school’s
activities ag late ay 1947, Riess had upheld the Soviel
murder of Polish-Jewish Iabor leaders, Krlich and

made when Misg Primus was
engaged, and have go far done
nothing except to justify her
presence on the ground that
she was not “caught in the
act.” .
Off-campus’ courses are arranged by the school staff
for teachers who may secure credits toward degrees,
and incidentally, salary increments, During the 1949-
50 school term such courses were conducted jointly in
the Scarsddle High School building by the New York
Univergity 8chool of Education and Sarah Lawrenee
Uollege, of Bronxville, New York, The latter gchool
supplied most of the instructory, imcluding Harold
Taylor, president of Sarah Tawrence, and known for
hig defense of Communist feachers; Bert Loewenberg, a
sponser of the Waldorf Peace Uonference which was
a Communist front, sexrved ag a pane] speaker at the

’ Untted Press
Eight of Howard Fast’s Books dre in the Scars-
dale School Library. Why? Fast Was Recipient
of ¢ “Stalin Peace Prize” in 1953,

conference, Another instructor was Irving Goldman,

who appeared before the Senate Internal Security
subcommitiee on April 1, 1953, and admitted having
been a Communist Party member. He refused to give
the Senate investigators details regarding the mem-
bership of Communist celly to which ke had helonged
at Columbia University and at Brookiyn College in
the period 1936-42.

At least six lecturers in the Scarsdale Off-campus
Program had vecords of affiliation with Communist
caused, Such ig the background of the instructors
who are selected to teach our children’s teachers!

r
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i of everything we have the power to do.

H

Bearsdale taxpayers have the right to know WHY
just these instructors were selected for the Off-campus
courses, They have the right to know who wag respon-
gible for bringing them into Scarsdale, And they have
g right to know why the Scarsdale school board has
never answered thege and. similar questions. Again,
citizens are deliberately lept in the dark by the sehool
authorities, - -

Such iz a brief resume of the evidence indicative of
the Jommunist penetration of Scarsdale’s edueational
system, Thig is a pattern of planned infiliration and
not MERE ¢coincidence! Someone behind the scenes
is calling the moves!- Someone behind the sceneg is
pulling the strings! These Trojan Horse tactics of
the conspirators comstitute Communist infittration.

Communigm is like a cancer, Tt may begin as only
one speaker in a gchool audiforium, one feacher in a
classroom, one leftist volume in a school library. Phy-
giciang know how dangerousiy cancer can grow, Com-
munism can grow dangerously too, and it can kill our
hard-won freedoms as cancer kills the body. _

Under the able leadership of Otte Dohrenwend, who
has rendered fhe community an invaluable service, a
group of .aroused citizens viewed with alarm the con-
spiracy’s subtle operation in Bearsdale, and organized
the Bearsdale Citizens. Commitfee four years ago. It
sought at first to expose the subversive penetration
quietly -through the community’s influential Tow
Club, then through the school authorities. '

HAT has the reaction of Scarsdale’s educational

authorities been to this unimpeachable evidence
‘that the enemy has insinuated himself and has been
hard at work in this community! The answers to that
question dre in themselves an amazingly unbelievable
gtory. : o
Not only hag the Citizens Commitiee met with re-
buffs and. ridicule, but it hag falsely been accused of
“attacking the Public Schools”; it has unjustifiably
been labelled an “enemy of the ublie Schools.” This
ig sheer nonsense, It is like maying that our brave
boys who were fighting the enemy in Korea are a men-
ace to onr Republie, This ig typical Communist tech.
nique, In his column in the Brookiyn Tablei of
HSeptember 20, 1952, Lounis Budenz wrote: “Those who
assail the men and women who are patrictically oppos-
ing Communism are aiding the conspiracy, whether
they wish to do so or nof. The anti anti-Communist
is the greatest boon the Reds possess” .

The Citizens Committes is NOT attacking the public
schools. It is attacking SUBVERSION in the schools,
There is a clear-cut digtinetion between the two. The
Citizens Committes iy NOT an enemy of the schools,
In fact, it is their true friend. The real enemies are
those who, wittingly or unwittingly, are coddling the
[nfiltrators in our midst, introducing Communist
propaganda, apologizing for Marxism, aiding and abet-
ting the conspiracy, and winking an eye at the foe’s
subtle machinations at the expense of our children’s
loyalty to America! : T

'The Citizens Committee has been accused of infring-
ing on eivil rights when it claims that subversives
should be denied the wse of public school buildings.
CONSPIRACQY, be it remembered, I§ NOT A CGIVIL
RIGHT, We must be sure to define the nature of
civil rights, Our eivil rvights do not condone the doing
Rather, we
must use our powers for moral ends, We have the
POWER to commit murder, We do not have the
RIGHT to commit murder because by so doing we
would be using our power toward an immoral end.
A Communigt or sympathizer has the POWER to par-
ticipate in a criminal conspiracy to desfroy America,

But he doeg not have the RIGHT to do so, because
he is using his power for an immoral (and an illegal)
end-—to wit, the desfruction of a free society and the
establishment of the Communist tyranny which hates
and suppresses liberty, No man hag the right to con-
spive with others to destroy that which is good—to
destroy a society “conceived in liberty and dedicated
to the proposition that all men are created equal”
Upholding the conviction of the 11 Communist leaders,
Supreme Court Justice Jackson stated: “Ihe Consti-
tution does not make conspiracy a civil right.”

It follows then, that when we protect a good society
against murder, we are not ecemies of that society.
We are ity friends. Likewise, when we protect a free
society against the Communist conspiracy, which seeks
to destroy it, we arve not that sociely’s enemies. We
are its friends, When, therefore, the Citizens Com-
mittee seeks to prevent conspirators from wsing our
public school

GOOD-BYE, PSEUDO-EDUCATORS !

By J. MIL AULD
Buperintendent of Schools, Mission, Texas

Ag one achool administrator (and I am sure
thers are thousands of others who think as I do),
1 have bheen shocked and sometimes angry when
I have read the many news artioles which carry
the story of ‘“so-called” eduscators refusing to an-
swer the direct question: “Are you mow or have
you ever been a member of the Communist Party?*

In my humble oplnion, & {rue American educator
would snswer this guestion immediately without
seeking refuge under the Fifth Amendment o the
Constitution of the United States. I eannot under-
stand the many maneuvers employed by these
"pseudo-e_dqcators” in refusing to answer any
question which involves loyalty to the Ameriean
yprinciples and ideals, unless theve is something:
to hide from the American publie, Real educators
have nothing to hide from anyone. The public
is interested, and rightly sc, in our schools and

. colleges. The people should know what Is being
taught in our schoocls, and by whom! .

Yor one, I am grateful to our Congressional
investigators who have hesn probing professional
personnel in public schoolg and colleges. T am
fully confident that any Imvestigation will show
that a great majority of our edusators are loyal
Ameriean citizens who .would weleome such an
Anguiry, And as such loyal Americans, they would
be happy to gee the ‘undesirables” sliminated
from the teaching ranks, A person who refusges
to answer a guestion regarding his allegiance to
our American way of Ife should be barred forevar
from occupying any teaching position in this great
Nation,

It is now time for all trus American sducators
to “stand up and be counted.” And after the
counting is over, we should take careful inventory
of our responsibilities, realizing that the future
of America depends upon what we are teaching
the youth of our Nation today. :

‘Religious freedom, the right to acoumulate gnd
possess property, to make a suceess of one’y life,
not to be afraid of hard work, the practice of
porsonal integrity, a working knowledge of the
fundamentals (the 3 R's), the knowledge and
appreciation of our Nation's history and govern-
meni—all ghould be stregged in our public schools,
always remembering that we are training our
youth to preserve the principles of Americanism!

And with that objective in mind, we can find
no place in our ranks for ‘'pseudo-educators’!




buildings as a platform, it is not an enemy
of our free society, nor an enemy of the
public schools, but their friend. The
enemy will have to bhe sought for else-
where—other -than in the Citizens Com-
mittee,

The Scarsdale Citizens Commlttee has
erroneously been accused of stifling “aca-
demic freedom.” This popular but abused
phiase, a typical Communist smear epit-
thet, does not fit those who are conversant

‘with the technigues of the Communist

conspiracy, and present factual evidence
of its operation on a local level. No one
would question the right {o honest dis-
sent, but honest dissent must never be
confused with disloyalty, Dr, Buell G.
Gallagher in his inaugural address as presi-
dent of the City College of New VYork
on February 25, 1953, stated: “Freedom
in the academic realm, as elsewhere, rests
on the careful safeguarding of the innocent
arl the equally careful identification of
those not innocent. To act otherwise is
to be morally irresponsible.”

American liberty must not he misin-
terpreted as license whereby CONSPIR-
ATORIAL doctrines are permited to
undermine the Republic. Freedom of
speech, in America’s classrooms or out of
them, does not mean lcense to teach
America’s children subversion. An edi-
torial in the NaTrowar. RepuBLic for Feb-
roary, 1953, says: “The Comnunists
squeal about academic freedom, but a
teacher, who cannot pledge his unqualified
loyalty to America and American institu-
tions, has no place in American education.”

All the familiar smear epithets conjured
up in the distorted minds of Soviet apol-
oglsis have, at one time or another, orally
or in writing, been hurled at the loyal
citizens who desive to keep the Scarsdale
schools American, ‘Tell-tale phrases are
‘hook-burning,” “thought-conirol,” “witch-
hunts,” “super-patriots,” “hysteria,” “un-
American censorship,” “self-appointed cen-
sors,” and the Mke. To the uninitiated
these phrases may bear @ semblance of
cogency, To those unacquainted with the
scope of Communist infiliration tactics,
the terms may echo a faint feeling of
plausibility., These are terms constantly
advanced by those who favor the Party.
But they are typical leftist smear epithels,
the ceinage of Communist semantics, and
the stock-in-trade of pseudo-liberals whao
unwittingly and unknowingly confuse 2
defense of civil rights with a defense of
conspiracy.

Censorship is a term often confused
with SELECTIVITY, These terms are
not synonymous. To suit their purpeses
pseudo-liberals confuse the issue by calling
selectivity, censorship. After all, if one

; desires tc choose an American history
- text from 20 available texts, one must be

selective, One cabnot have them all So
for reasons best known to one's self,
whether pood, bad, or indifferent, he
chooses the one he de51res to use in the
classroom. 'This is selectivity—not cen-
sorship. And every teacher must practice

it. The disturbing element les in the fre-
quency with which hooks carrying the
Communist Party Line are chosen, Amer-
ican parents have the right to ask—WXY?
Why choose just those texts? Why choose
even ONE.such text? Why choose PRO-
COMMUNIST texts? Such choices are
either inadvertent or an oversight, a mis-
take  or carelessness. Possibly, however,
they are made with deliberate design ac-
cording to plan. Parents have the right
to know why! Why not choose pro-Amer-
ican texts? And just as American parents
have the right to ask these questions,
school boards, holding office as public ser-
vants, are obliged to give forthright, honest
answers. But the Scarsdale school board
has never felt it a responsibility to give
answer to- any such questions, They have
tried, rather, to impugn motives.
have tried to becloud the issue with mis-
leading statements in the press. The rec-
ord of subversion is a mute but eloquent
fact. It cannot be disproved,

While the unwarranted cry of censor-
ship has been raised against the Citizens
Committee, a reprehensible type of actual
censorship was practiced by a member of
the Scarsdale school board. At a proposed
meeting of the Citizens Committee a prom-
inent resident of Scarsdale, a national fig-
urg, was to be a featured speaker., 'The
information on speakers had to be fled
with the school board on the requisition
for the use of the high schéol auditorivm.
With this confidential information, the
chairman of the school board admittedly
interfered with the commiitee’s plans -and
sought out the speaker in a deliberate
effort to dissuade him from appearing on

the platform, This is the type of tactic

which is real censorship and truly despic-
able. The fact here reported can be amply
substantiated by witnesses. This is the
type of tactic to which the Citizens Com-
mittee has been constantly subjected in
an effort to discredit its revelations. It
shall not stand unchallenged!

But this .is not the end of the sordid
story by any means. The anti-anti-Com-
munist elements have been guilty of tech-
niques akin to those of the Communists

therselves in thelr attempt to misguide -

the average citizen in Scarsdale on this
Communist issue.

‘When the evidences of Communist in-
filtration were presented by the Citizens
Committee, an official report by the school
superintendent attempted to minimize and
helittle the charges of subversion. He
pleaded that there weren’t MANY whom
the Citizens Committee charged with being
Communists or affiiated with Communist
fronts and causes. He pleaded that only
a HANDFUL of the books in the high
schoel library were brought into question,
William C, Xernan, a member of the Citi-
zens Committes, answered that untenable
excuse very effectively at a public meet-
ing held at the Scarsdale High School,
on December .4, 1952, He said: “The
superintendent’s statement implies that a
little evil is permissable, that it can do

They .

“tolerates evil to any degree, -

little or no harm. ~ We. assume that he
agrees that Communism is a recognizable
evii, We assume that he disapgrees that

.even a little evil is not to be tolerated

in American schools. To tolerate a lttle
evil is to establish the principls that you
may tolerate’ more. How much more?
To say you tolerate a little evil is the
same thing as to say that you tolerate
a little bit of theft, It is to lay down
the principle that theft is to be tolerated.
How much theft is to be tolerated? -To
say that a litile evil may be tolerated is
to affirm that a little treason may be-ex-
cused. After all, there was. only ONE
Alger Hiss, enly ONE. Klaus Fuchs, If
you once admit that treason is not a seri-
ous matter because there dsn't much of
it, how far must treason be tolerated- be-
fore you act against it?”

The stperintendernt’s position is'obvicus-
ly untenable. No civilized: society ever
No society
can live by .tolerating evil—even a little
of it, On the contrary, society protects
itself against the slightest manifestation
of .evil in order that it may not be com-
pelled later - to protect itself with more
difficulty against greater evil.

"There is no such thing as tolerating a
little theft. There is no such -thing as
tolerating a little Communism in American
schocls. Little or much, the evidences of
subversion in the Scarsdale school system
areé there. And little or much, it must
be rooted out.

“There never was ‘a tmé in Amencan
history "when the danger of a few evil
people to the many good people loomed
so ominous, For Compunists.do not em-
ploy or need many adherents to accom-
plish their purpose of conquering a
country, They do. need a “few” key
people in strategic places, They do need
a “few” liberals and sympathizers 'in a
community who are.apologists for Marx-
ism: ‘They do need a "“few"” pro-Com-
munist books .in the schools, They do
need and thrive on the indifference and
apathy of the general citizenry, - This
combination will serve the evil purposes
of America’s traitors adequately and well,

There were only a “few” Communists
in Russia'in 1917, and many anti-Commu-
nists who thought that a little Commu-
nism could be tolerated. But the “few”
Communists seized the reins of govern-
ment and Russia was.sovietized. Likewise,
there were only a “few” Communists in
Crechoslovakia and China, and many anti-
Communists who theought that a little
Comfmunism could be tolerated, Today
these are Communist countries! If the
great majority of the anti-Communists in
these and other countries had crushed the
little Communism when it first appeared,
they would have been free today.

In view of this evident pattern of Com-
munist conguest by the “few,” we propose
that loyal Americans in every community
férret out, whenever and wherever pos-
sible, every trace of Communist infittra-
tion in their "public schools on the




' principle that it is EVIL, and as such not

to be tolerated. It is sxiomatic that if
we eliminate the ripple of Comumunist in-
fivences NOW, we -shall be spared the
danger .of being deluged by them later.

The critics of the Citizens Commitiee

have conteaded that no speaker has said

or done anything that has resulted in Com-
munist indoetrination in the Scarsdale
schools, They say no speaker has been
“caught in the act’”? It has been stated
that no subversion has affected our chil-
dren,
know? Subversives imperceptibly aifect
the malleable, impressionable minds of our
childveh. " 1t 'i5s part of the conditioning
process. We are not, after all, to lead
our children as lambs to the Communist
slaughter. Who knows what effect the
Fast books have had on our children? Who
knows. what the advice of Riess had on
their futwre? Only time can determine
what these subversive elements in the
school -system have done to the minds of
our children. )

The question is what will their minds
be Hks five, 10, 20 years from now. If
subjected to this subtle influence Iong
enough their minds may very well be af-
fected, The reading of one Communist-
inspired book by Anna Louise Strong was
sufficient In its subtle charm to influence
a Bella Dedd on the path towasrd Com-
munism. Therefore to draw such an er-
ropeouts conclusion that “no  subversion
has affected our school - children,” iz
ignorance of the potential factors in the
situation. There is 4 grave potential for
evili in ‘the presence of any amount of
Communist infiltration in our school sys-
tem no matter how infinitesimal it may be.

A typical technique, designed to cow
the opposilion into silerce, is the circuia-
tion of petitions against active anti-Com-
munists. When such petitions are circulated
it is evidence that the anti-Communists
have been effective in their opposition to
Communist infiltration,

Two petitions of this nature were for-
mulated and extensively circulated in the
Scarsdale controversy. One, bearing the
signatures of 81 prominent Scarsdale citi-
zens, was doutbless designed to silence the
anti-Communists hy the weight of the in-

But how does the school board

fluence which the signators carry by virtue
of their occcupation or position in life.
This petition opeced with the words: “We

. wish to state our position on the
issues which have heen raised by those
who would ben books from the public
schools because of the political leanings
of the authors” (Italics mine) Wit-
tingly or unwittingly, this is Communist
Party Line ferminology. Careful selectiv-
ity is NOT “banning books.”. Communism
is a conspiracy, NOT a “pelitical leaning.”

When this failed duly to “impress” the
anti-Communist forces and they continued
their effective activity against the con-
spiracy in Scarsdale, a second petition was
circulated. This second petition was
doubtless designed to overwhelm the Citi-
zens Committee by the sheer weight of
nuwmbers.  For several weeks Scarsdale
women sat daily in the areaway of ‘the
much-frequented Harwoed Building to se-
cure signatures for the petition. But the
nwmber of signers was not sufficiently im-
pressive. Leaving the Harwood arecaway,
the women spent several days in a house-
to-house canvass for additional signatures.
At last about 3,000 signatures were cor-
alled, and this petition in support of the
school board’s adamant position against
evidences of subversion in the educational
system, was subsequently presented to the
president of the board of education with
much ceremony at the school board elec-
tion of May 6, 1952, by Kenneth M.
Gould. The text of the petition together
with the 3,000 signatures was printed in
the May 2, 1952, issue of the Scarsdale
Inguirer, -2 local weekly, owned exclu-
sively by the Searsdale Woman's Club,
and which has consistently manifested a
bizs against the Citizens Committee.

These efforts left the Scarsdale Citizens
Committes not only unimpressed, but was
confirmatory evidence that the conspiracy
was hard at work in ths village. Three
thousand signatures from approximately
9,000 adult residénts means that about
one-third of Scarsdale’s citizens could be
rellied into giving their support to one
of the most high-pressure campaigns this
community, or any other community, had
ever witnessed.

Conspiratorfal infiliration of the school
system involves a moral issue which can-
not be decided ewen by majority wole,
because it is a moral guestion alveady de-
cided by the Word of God. In Romans
13:1,2 we read: “Let every soul be sub- ~
ject unto the higher powers . . . whosoever
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance
of God" The “powers” referred to
mean constituted government, Commu-
nism, which is an alien revolutionary con-
spiracy, plans by. termite tactics to
undermine and eventually to OVER-
THROW the government of the free people
of the United States—and enslave them.
This is clearly contrary to Moral Law.
And the time for free people to act against

revolution is when the first faint echoes

of it begin to reverberate. Not to do
so is traitorous and morally wrong.

Furthermore, the board of education has
a responsibility to protect the integrity of
the schools. This responsibility to guard
against corroption of truth was re-af-
firmed by the New York State Legisla-
ture’s passage of the Feinberg Law,
subsequently upheld by the U. S. Supreme
Court. ‘ :

TFurthermore, the reports concerning the
Scarsdale situation whick have emanated
from  anti-enti-Communist sourees in
Scarsdale, including the school board, have
been dishonest, and therefore- morally
wrong, in that while they have consist-
ently charged the Citizens Committee with
error, they have never once credited them
with truth. Never once have they stated
that the Citizens Committee was RIGHT.

With .the blessing of freedom which we
enjoy in America, goes the grave respon-
sibility te preserve that freedom at all
costs. Every community in the Nation
must remain constantly alert and fear-
lessly defend itself and its schools against
those whose aim it is to enslave us,

Our failure to act against conspiracy
today may vesult in the loss of freedom
tomorrow. The challenge of Communism
Is basic. Our right te survive as a free
people is alse basic. Eternal vigilance is
still the price of liberty.
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TOWN CLUB REPORT AN INSULT T0 SCARSDALE

This is the third of a serles of
articles answering the report of
the Scarsdale Town Club’s Edu-
catton. and School Budget Com-
mittes, issued on April 16, 1953,
on “Allegations of Communist
Infiltration  in the Scarsdale
Schools.?

New York University’s School of Edu-
cation, with the active support of Sarah
Lawrence. College, conducted an off-
campus prograin for Scarsdale teachers
in the High School building during the
fall semester of the academic year,
1949-50.

The Scarsdale Citizens  Committee
raised objections to this peutmular off-
campus program only because six of the
11 people connected with it had Com-
munist front records. We did not believe
ﬂlen and we do not believe now, that

Lcatms who have identified themselves

ith the Communist cause are fit persons
to instruct either our ‘children or our
children’s teachers. We believe most
Scarsdale citizens agree -with this
proposition.

We expected that the supposedly
“factual” report of the Town Clab’s Edu-
cation Committee would deal with the
Citizens Committee’s charges by either
disproving them or substantiating them.,
We had every reason to expect this, The
charges were serious. 'The facts on which
they were based were available to the

Eduacation -Committee. if they wanted fo

know them,

If the Citizens Committee’s charges
were false, it would have been easy to
disprove them. But, far from deing
that, the Education Committee didn’t
even consider them. If, on the other
hand, the charges were true, it was the
duty of the Education Committee Lo
say so and, at least, to warn the Board
of Education against permitiing edu-

. cators with’ Communist front records

to instruct our public school teachers.
Real anti-Communists would most
irely have taken this action, Why those

~gelf-proclaimed anti-Reds on the Educa-

tion Committee were not arcused upon
finding that so many of the off-campus
inistructors had Communist front records
is something only the Education Com-
mittee can explain, Perhaps they -would

like to explain it sometime. But the plain

_truth is’ they did not explain it in their

report. As we have said, they didn’t éven
consider the evidence. They took one
fleeting look at it and ran— leaving a
wide swath of whitewash behind them.
And here is how they did it.- Here is all

-they said about the charges of the Citi-

zens Committee:
“Mr. Dohrenwend and his associ-
ates later began to criticize the "~
. selection of speakefs appeating at
variots functions in school build-
ings. In Septembeﬂ 1950, Lt. Col.
McConahay, since deceased, de-
nounced various speakers who had
participated in an off-campus pro- .
- gram of lectures held in the Scars-
dale High School for Scarsdale
and other teachers. The ten pro-
fessional educators participating
in this program, intended to de-
velop further the professional
skills of the teacher audiences, in-
cluded Dean Melby of the NYU
School of . Education, President
Taylor of Sarah Lawrence College .
and Prof. Loewenberg of that
same institution. All of these dis-
tinguished gducators were accused
by Col. McConahay, according to
the ‘Scarsdale Inquirer of Sep-
tember 22, 1950, of affiliations with
various Communist fronts””
You can see at once that this state-
ment by the Education Committee does
not refute the charges of the Citizens
Committee. 'They answer our facts by
calling the gentlemen in question “dis-
tinguished educators,” which has nothing
whatsoever to do with the case.

Melby’-s Record

~ Now, let us look at the facts. Consider
the case of Ernest O. Melby, dean of
New York University’s School of Educa-

tion which conducted the off-campus,

program. .

Appendix IX, of the 1944 report of the
Special Committes on Un-American Acti-
vitieg, lists Dr, Melby as signer of a state-
ment issued by the American Committee
to Save Refugees, Tt called for the ut-
most material assistance by the United
States to England, the Soviet Union and
China, Tt significantly noted, “We must
speak out all the more firmly xow be-

" cause of the nwolvment of fhe Soviet

Union in the war.”

The American Committee to Save
Refugees, the Exiled Whiters Committee
of the League of American Writers, and
the United Spanish Aid Committee ar-
ranged a “Furope Today dinver forum
at the Hotel Biltmore in New York City
on October 0, 1941, Lillian Hellman, a
well-known fe}low—haveﬂer, wag chair-
man, Worth noting is the telegram sent
by Herbert H. Lehman to Miss Hellman
in which he resigned as a sponsox of the
dinner:

“When I nccepted yow‘ mmmtion
to serve as a sponsor of the dinner

. forum on Europe Today on Octo-

ber 9, I did so in the belief that
the dinner was exclustvely for the
prrpose of helping men and wom-
en who are the unfortunate vic-
tims of Nazi persecution.

" “I did -not notice the small print

at the bottom of your letter which

" contained the names of ceriain
committees under whose auspices
the dinner is to be held, It has
now been represented to me that
these commnittees have long been
connected with Communist activi- .
tes. , ..

The Citizens Commlttee 45 informed
that Dr. Melby states; “There is nothing
in my file to indicate that I have ever
been appealed to by the American Com-
mittee to Save the Befugees or that I
have 51gned any petmons in thlS direc-
tion.”

Perhaps Dr. Melby s files do not
contain information regardmg his
signature on a statement issued by
this Commmunist front, But it seems
the files of the House Committes on
Un-American Activities do contain it,
Chalk up a Communist front aﬁi}la
tion for Dr: Melby,

And while we are about it, we'may as
well put into the record a letter from
John S. Wodd, formerly chairman of the
House Committee on Un-American Acti-
vities, to Thomas E. Harney, superin-
tendent of the Public Schools of Dum.
kirk, New York, The letter was written

on Iune 2, 1052, and reads as, follows:

“In response to your inquiry of
May 27, 1959, you are advised
that the files and records ‘of this
. committee  fail  to diselose . that
either. . (name of another per-
son deleted) . or Ernest O,
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Melby have ever denied before
this committee the listing of their
activities, nor have disavowed
. these activities or requested a
“zaring before the committee.”
..<an Melby was vice-chairman of the
Edueation Committes of the National
Council of American-Soviet Friendship,
declared to be subversive by the U. S.
Department of Fustice, and described as
follows in the 1948 report of the Senate
Fact-Finding Committee on Un-Amer-
ican Activities of the State of California;
“The Senate commitiee finds that
the National Council of American-
Soviet. Friendship . . . s a direct
agent of the Soviet Union, en-
gaged in traitorous activities
under the orders of Stalin’s con-
sular service in the United States.”

Red Propaganda

The Education Committee of this sub-
versive Communist front made up “Kits
of Teaching Materials on the Soviet
Union” which were distributed to vari-
ous schools throughout the United States.
The kits contained propaganda material
of the National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship, the American-Russian
Ir-situte, and the Institute of Pacific
1 lions. The magazines, Soviet Russic
Today sud Survey Graphic, were in-
cluded in the kits. There was. also an
extensive bibliography composed of
books which sympathetically. portrayed
Soviet Russia and its Communist govern-
rient. Anna Louise Strong, Albert E.
Kahn, Maxwell S. Stewart, William
Howard Melish and Hewlitt Johmson
were among the authors of books recom-
mended in this bibliography. Books by
some of the recommended authors are
in the Scarsdale High School library.

The Citizens Committee is given to
understand that Dr. Melby explains his

membership in this subversive organiza--

tion in the following staternent:
“I did serve as vice-chairman of -
the Educational Committee of the
National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship. I accepted the
position during the war because
I believed then and believe now
in friendship from people to peo-
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ple even where I am opposed o
the character of their government.
After I came to New York, I found
that some of those working in
the Educational Commiitee of
the American-Soviet Friendship
seemed greatly concerned about
defending Russian foretgn policy.
Therefore, together with several
other members of the committee,
I suggested that the committee be
disbanded, This action was taken
at a meeting of the commitiee on
October 23, 1947. The action taken
was one in. which I thorouglily
concurred and one which I had
earlier recommended.”

Melby and Left-Wingers

The meaning here would: seem to he
that Dr. Melby, upon having his eyes
opened to the-way in which a Com-
munist front operates, promptly sought
the dissolution of that part of it with
which he was connected. We should
suppose he was a wiser man’ after that
who would have nothing more to do
witli Communism and its works. Un-
fortunately for the Town Club’s Educa-
tion Committee, and the Board of Edu-
cation as well, Dean Melby’s subsequent
record belies this supposition.

On November 28, 1947 — just about
a month after the Education. Committee
of the National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship had been disbanded
according to Dr. Melby's statement—the
left-wing teachers’ .organization known
as the American Education Fellowship
opened a three-day convention in Chi-
cago. Howard Rushmore reported some
of its interesting features in The New
York Journal-American for November
28, 1947 '

s “The fellowship cheered
Langston Hughes, New Masses and
Daily Worker writer when the poet
called for the support of educators
to ‘enrich democracy and uphold
freedom.” Hughes, named by Con-
gress as a ‘professed, card-holding

member of the Communist Party’ .

and a member of more than 80 Red

Fascist front groups read about 20

of his favorite poems . . ,
o “History teachers, math profs and
- biology instructors bellowed out
words of leftist songs which are
sung by ‘Stage for Action’ at Com-
munist meetings from coast to
coast .

Indlcatmg the drift to the left by
the teachers group was the pres-
ence of Rose Russell, legislative

. representative of the CIO Teachers

Union of New York who was to
serve ag chairman of the so-called
Civil Liberties panel. The Teachers
Union was expelled from the AF”
on charges of Commumism 4
years ago.”

Mr. Rushmore lists the name of
Ernest Melby among those present at
the American Education Fellowship
convention, The New York Times for.
November 30, 1947 lists Exnest Melby
as head of the Fellowship’s Policy
Committee. He.was no innocent by-
stander.

On Decemnber 1, 1947 — less than two
months after the Education -Committee
of the National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship had been disbanded
according to Dr. Melby’s statement —

The New York World-Telegram reported

that “as a result of complaints~ that it
spread more propaganda than informa-
tion about the Soviet Union, the Amer-
jean-Russian Jnstitute will be dropped
at the end of this term as sponsor of an
in-service credit comrse for {New York)
city school teachers.”

Red In-Serviece Course

The World-Telegram described the

American-Russian Institute “as a chans
for pro-Soviet material.” The 1948 repo..
of the California Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-American Activities
described it as “a direct agent of the
Soviet Union,”
. And where was Dean Melby? Right
in there pitching, The World-Tele-
gram listed him as one of the lecturers
for the in-service course sponsored
by the subversive American-Russian
Institute.

It was early in 1948 that Mr. Dohren-
wend heard Dr. Melby speak at a Green-
acres- PTA meeting and became con-
vinced that he was listening to an expert
exponent of the Communist party-line.
It was no swprise to Mr. Dolwenwend
when subsequent investigation revealed
Dz, Melby’s record. Dr. Melby’s Janu-
ary, 1948, speech in Scarsdale marked the
real beginning of the school controversy.

On December 23, 1948, The New York
Herald Tribune veported that Howard
Fast and Edward K. Barsky spoke at a
meeting sponsored by the student coun-
cil of Dean Melhy’s School of Education.
The purpose of the meeting was to wrr
New York University authorities °
vescind their dismissal of Dr, Lyman R.
Bradley, former head of the German de-
partment” Dr. Bradley attended the
meeting, The Herald Tribune veferred
to Mr.~Ifast, Dy. Bradley and Dr, Barsky
as “executive members of the Joint Anti-
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Fascist Refugee Committee,” a notorious
Communist front. As for Dr. Bradley,
he was, according to The Herald
Tbune, convicted of contempt of Con-

is in June, 1947, suspended from his
_dversity post in the summer of 1948
and dropped from the faculty the foliow-
ing October, .

Mr. Fast is a Communist and D,
Barsky has a long record of Com-

munist fronting, Dean Melby opened.

" his Scheol of Education te them,
Could that be classified as an anti-
Communist gesture?

The Congressional Record — Appen-
dix, January 23, 1952, carries the remnarks

of Bep. Daniel A, Reed on the subject, °

“Subversive Influences in the School
System.” Under the name of Ernest O.
Melby, the following statement appears:
. “The Daily People’s World of July
© 13, 1948 (p. 3) reported that Ernest
O. Melby, New York University,
protested the ban on Communist
teachers teaching in the public
schools.”

The Daily People’s World is a Com-
munist paper. Is Dr. Melby, then, in
favor of permitting Communists to teach
our children? Does the Town Club go
~lang with this? Does the Board of

' ucation?

Melby and Red I'ront

The 1953 report of the California
Senate Investigating Committee on ‘Edu-
cation named Ernest O. Melby as a
sponsor of the Northern Division of the
Federation for Repeal of the Levering
Act, The California Senate Committee
calls the Federation “one of the boldest
fronts to make an appearance on the
California scene.” ‘

Dr, Melby’s sponsorship of this front
is the more serious when you consider
the purpose and effectiveness of the
Levering Act. Speaking to this subject,
the California Sendte Commitiee states:

“Significant events in the struggle
for pro-American and pro-freedom
education in the past year have
included the adoption of two loy-
alty measures by the electorate of
California at the November, 1952,
general election. These measures
will increase the difficulties of
Communists in aftempling to se-
. cire or remain in feaching posi-
. tions, The amendments placed
- info the California Constitution
the provisions of the legislative
act already in effect, commonly
referred to as the Levering Act.
“The enforcement of the Levering
Act has resulted in the dismissal

from school and college teaching
staffs of a considerable number of
notorious friends and apologists
for the Communist Party and in
the case of others, probable loyal
members of the Communist Party.
“The Communist press aggres-
stoely opposed the loyalty meas-
ures. In this, they had active
assistance from former teachers
here and educational leaders from
other states who furnished dignity
and prestige for the opposition
that the Communist leaders never
could have obtained for them-
selves”

One of those educational leaders was
Emest O. Melby.

In fairness it may be said that this
information from the 1953 report of the
California Senate Comniittee appeared
too late to be included in the Fducation
Committes’s report even had its authors
wished to use it—a circumstance that
appears unlikely indeed in view of their
utter neglect of the quantity of informa-
tion readily available to them.

It will be seen that Dr. Melby’s affinity
for Communist fronts and causes makes
quite an impressive record — sufficient,
in our judgment, to warrant keeping his
influence out of Scarvgdale’s public
schools, Yet, he is dean of NYU’s School
of Education under whose auspices the
off-campus program for Scarsdale
teachers was held. The Town Club’s
Education Committee said nothing about
Dr. Melby’'s Communist front record.
They covered it up with whitewash.
They called him a “distinguished edu-
cator”

Taylor"s Record

Harold Taylor, president of Sarah
Lawyrence College, was a lecturer at the
off-campus - program for Scarsdale
teachers, The Fducation Committee also
listed him as a “distinguished educator,”
but said no more, The Citizens Commit-
tee, on the other hand, is not interested
in whether Dr, Taylor is distinguished
or not. We are interested in the fact that
The New York Herald Tribune for Janu-
ary 3, 1949, named him as a member of
the Committee of One Thousand who

signed an open letter to members of the

81st Congress urging them to abolish the
House Committee on Un-American Acti-
vities. The Committee of One Thousand
was cited in the 1948 report of the Cali-
fornia Commities on Un-American Acti-
vitles as a Communist-created and -con-
trolled front organization.

The Citizens Committee is interested
in the fact that Dr, Taylor sponsored the

National Conference on Academic Free-
dom, held in New York City on October
910, 1948. This conference was ar-
ranged by the National Council of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions which ig
the “cultural” front of the Communist
party in this country.

The Citizens Committee is interested
in the fact that D, Taylor is one of the
few college presidents in America who
is in favor of permitting Communists to
teach in oir colleges. It appears that Dr.
Taylor has practised what he has
preached — at Sarah Lawrence College.

Communist Influence

The Citizens Committee is interested
in the fact that at the snnual Mademoi-
selle Forum held in New York City in
April, 1950, Dx, Taylor sought to mini-
mize Communist influence in the United
States. He said “it has almost no political
influence” and “it has almost no intellec-
tual support.” The Citizens Committes
believes that J. Edgar Hoover knows
nmore about the subject than Dr. Taylor.
And on May 2, 1850, Mr. Hoover said of
the Communists:

“In actual numbers their member-
ship may not be large, nor have
the Communists polled at any.
time a large number of votesin an -
election. This has been cited by
the ignorant and the apologists
and appeasers of Communism in
our country as minbmizing the
danger of these subversives in our
midst” (emphasis ours)

These are the facts about Dr. Taylor
who lectured at the off-campus course.
The Education Committee’s report did
not disprove them. It did not even men-
tion them, It covered them up with a
coat of whitewash,

. Bext James Loewenbérg of Sarah
Lawrence College was the director of the
off-campus  program for Scarsdale

.teachers and taught some of its courses,

The official program of the Communist-
inspired Cultural and Scientific Confer-
ence for World Peace, held in New York
City on March 2527, 1949, listed him
as a sponsor and as a panel member for
the keynote session at Carnégie Hall,
This “peace” conference, it will be
remembered, was termed by the State
Department “a sounding board for Com-
munist propaganda,” It was convened
under the auspices of the National Coun-
cil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions,
a leading Communist front, The House
Committeé on Un-American Activities
stated that the purpose of the conference
was-to promote support for the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union and to mobi-
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lize American intellectuals behind the
program even to the point of civil dis-
obedience to the American Government,

In October 1945, Dr. Loewenbergs

e appeared as an endoxser of pro-

s .put forth by the Council on
African Affairs “relating to Africa and the
peace . séttlement.” The Council on
African Affairs was declared to be sub-
versive by an Attorney General of the
United States. Among other endorsers
were Howard Fast, Vito Marcantonio,
Lyman Bradley, Rockwell Kent; all of
them have records of supporting the
Communist cause,

No Refutation

Melby, Taylor, Loewenberg — all with
Communmist front records; all so charged
by the Citizens Committee; all prominent
in connection with the off-campus pro-
gram for Scarsdale teachers held in thé
High School building. The Education
Committes’s report mentions their names,
calls them “distinguished educators,”
states that the Citizens Committee ac-
cused them of “affiliations with various
Communist fronts.””

But the Education Commiitee does
not deny or refute the accusations.
'“‘xey stand today as umassailable as

7 were the day the Citizens Com-

miftee first made them. And their
meaning is clear to every honest per-
son — the Board of Education and
the Town Club welcome educators,
who have identified themselves with
the subversive Communist movement,
as instructors of our school teachexs,
+ The full story, however, has yet to be
told. Other Communist fronters besides
Melby, Taylor and Loewenberg were
connected with the off-campus program
for Scarsdale teachers. There was
" Herbert N, Schneider of Columbia Uni-
versity 'who was a sponsor of the Bill of
Rights Conference held at the Henry
Hudson Hotel, New York City, on July
18-17, 1949, under the auspices of the
Civil Rights Congress, a Communist
front, -

"There 'was Norman Lloyd of the Jul-
liard School of Music whose record of
Communist fronting is as follows: spon-
sor of the-Artists Front to Win the War
in 1942; signer of a statement issued by
the National Council of the Arts, Sci-
ences and Professions on October 19,

48, in support of the presidential

~..andidacy of Hemy Wallace; endorser
in 1948 of the Peoples Song Book, pub-
lished by Peoples Songs, Inc.; signer in
1949 of the amiicus -curiae brief in sup-
poxt of the “Hollywood Ten”

These “distinguished educators” with

Communist front, records taught our
teachers., But the story is not yet finished.
For there was one more ‘distin-
guished educator” connected - with
Scarsdale’s. off-campus program. His
record is the most intetesting of all —
and the mest glaring, As inight be

expected, the Town Club report does .

not-even mention his name,

He is Irving Goldman of Savah Law-
rence College. On April 1, 1953, he
testified before the U, S, Senate Internal
Security subcommittee that:

1. He was a member of the Com-
munist Party from sometime in
1936 until 1942,

2.. Between 1936 and 1937 he was
appointed assistant in anthrop-
ology at Columbia University;
after 1937 he was part assistant to
Prof. Franz Boas, who was chair-

man of the anthropology depart-

ment of Columbia TUniversity;
sometime in 1937 he taught a
number of classes in the university
extension of Columbia University.
3. In September, 1940, he got a job
teaching at Brooklyn College.

"4, While employed as a teacher he

had joined Communist units
at Columbia University and
Brooklyn College.
5. In March, 1942, he was employed
by the U. 8. Government as an
_ analyst in the Office of the Coordi-
nator of Inter-American Affairs.

Goldman in OSS

6. He was inducted into the U. S,
Army on March 23, 1943, and
assigned to the office of Maurice
Halperin in the OSS after M.
Halperin had written to him ask-
ing whether he would be inter-
ested 4in being transfemed to
Halperin’s organization in order to
continue with Latin American
work.

{Mr. Goldman testified that he had
met Mr, Halperin previous to his
enlistment in the U. 8. Army.
Robert Morris, chief counsel for
the subcommittee, told Mx, Gold-
man, “I might say for the record,
Mr. Goldman, that we have had
testimony before this committee
that one Mauwrice Halperin was
during the war years a member of
a Soviet espionage ring in Wash-
ington, There was the testimony
of Miss Elizabeth Bentley con-
cerning Halperin.. We had addi-
tional testimony' that Maurice
Halperin was a representative of

_ the Communmist Party -in Texas

and Oklahoma to Mexico.”

Mr, Morris continued, “Mr, Halperin
was called in as a witness from
Boston ‘last week and was asked
about these allegations in con:
tion with whether or-not he was
a member of the Soviet espionage
ring in Washington which had
operated during the war, He re-
fused to say whether he was a
Communist during that time; that
is, dining the war, whether he had
met with Elizabeth Bentley, the
witness; whether he had paid
Communist Party dues to Miss
Bentley; whiether or not he had
transmitted information to Miss
Bentloy, and generally invoked
the fifth. amendment, his rights

“under the ffth amendment on all
questions relating to Communist,
membership at that time.”)

Let us remember that it was M.
Halperin who wanted Mr. Gold-
man to work for him in the 0SS
— and that this is the same Mr.
Goldman who belonged to the
Communist Party and taught our
teachers at the off-campus pro-
gram in the High School Build-

ing,

Security Rlsk

7. Before joining the Army, hls
(Goldman’s) previous employer
in the Coordinator of Inter-Amer-
ican Affaivs Office was Robert
Miller. who “had been identified
as a mernber of the espionage ring
through sworn testimony,” and
with whom, Mr. Goldman ad-
mitted, he had “kept up a lttle
correspondence.”

(Mr. Morris. “Was it Miller who
recornmended you to Halperin?”

Mz, Goldman. “I daresay it was.”)

8., He was released from the Army
for assignment.to the State De-
partment sometime in 1945,

(Mr. Morris. “How long did you
remain in the State Depart-
ment 7

" Mr. Goldman,
1947.” _
Mr. Morris. “Will you give us the

- circumstances of your leaving
the State Depariment at that
timp 7*? < .

Mr, Goldman., “Yes, I was'
missed as a security visk.”

My, Morris. “Were you dismissed as
a securily risk under the so-called

- McCarran rider of the appropria-

-+ tion act, Appiopuatlons Commit-
tee’ Act?

“Until June 23,
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Mr. Goldman. “You have me there.”

Mr. Morris. " “Will you tell us the
circumstances of your being dis-
missed-as a security riskP”

Mr. Goldman. . “I received my notice
‘that I was being dismissed in the
interests of the United States
Governmént on June 93, 1947

. May I add to that that ’cheleaftei
this . dismissal was changed to
resignation without prejudice?™)

9. He applied for a position at Sarah
Lawrence College after leaving
the State Department.

(Mr. Morris. “With whom did you
make application?”

. Goldman., “With the president
of the college.” -

My, Morris. “Did you deal with him
directly or through somebody in
the anthropology department?”

Mr. Goldman, “Well, I can tell you
the circamstances. I had called
first Prof. Ruth Benedict in the
anthropology department.”

Mr. Morris. “Will you identify Ruth
Benedict for ust”

Mr. Goldman. “Ruth Benedict was
chairman of the department of
ant}nopoiogy at Columbia Uni-

. versity.”
; M1 Morris. “Was she the pelson who
: with Gene Weltlish wrote a book
called the Races of Mankind?”

Mr. Goldman. “Yes.”

Mr. Morris, “Had you known her
prior to that time?”

‘Mr. Goldman. “Known whom?”

Mr. Morris. “Ruth Benedict,”

Mr. Goldman, “Yes; she was my
teacher at Columbia,”

Mr. Morris. “Had you known Gene
Weltfish?”

My, Goldman. “Yes.”

At Sarah Lawrence College

Mr. Morris. “Would you tell us
further how you obtained your
position in the anthropology de-
paxtment at Sarah Lawrence Col~
leger”

My, Goldman. “Professor Benedict
inquired around about what jobs
were available; I told her I was
in need of a job. She called me
to say that they werve looking for
an anthropologist at Sarah Law-
rence College, and would I apply,

~which I did. I was asked to come
down for an interview, and I was
interviewed by the: president of
the college and the members of
the adv1801y committee,”

Mr. Morris. “Will you tell us who the

president of the college was and
who the members of the advisory
committee were?”

Myr. Goldman., “The president Qf the
college was Harold Taylor.”

Mz, Morris. “Who were the members
of the advisory committeet”

Mr. Goldman. “I can’t vecall all the
names. 'There was, I believe, Mg,
McMaster, I believe the dean of
the college, Dean Raushenbush,
was present, and perhaps Dr.
Helen Lynd; I'm not sure,’

Mr. Morris. “Since that time you have .

been on the faculty of Sarah
Lawrence College?” -
Mr. Goldman. “That is correct.”)

Goldinag in Scarsdale

Mz, Goldman might have added that
he was also a member of the off—campus
program faculty which taught Scarsdale
teachers. Significantly enough, Mr. Gold-
man conferred with Ruth Benedict when
secking a job. - Dr. Benedict, since de-
ceased, had a Communist flont record,
He knew Gene Weltish who has a
Communist front record. ‘e was inter-
viewed by Harold Taylor who has a
Communist front record. Helen Lynd,
whom he mentioned, was at fivst sched-
uled to participate as a lecturer at the

off-campus program in Scarsdale. Dr.

Lynd has a Communist front vecord,

There is not, we emphasize, a single
reference to Mr. Goldman’s record in
Commamism in the Town Club’s
“factual® report on the Citizens Com-
mittee’s documented charges of Com-
munist infiltration  of our public
schools. So, we should not expect the
Town Club’s Education Committee to
have a sense -of civic responsibility
sufficiently strong to prompt them to alext
the community to some additional in-
formation about Mr. Goldman, which is
as follows:

In testifying before the Senate Internal
Security subcommitted, My, Goldman re-
fused to say “who was the Jeader of the
Communist unit at Columbia” when he
was a member of it; he refused also to
tell “the name of the leader of the
Brooklyn unit” when he was a member
of it, or to gwe the names of anyone in
the groups,”
these names “as a matte1 of p11n01p1e
He said:

“I beligve this would be geitmg
a lot of people into t?ouble,‘ and I
want to say I have come here to

. speuk very frankly. about. myself;

I have made no appeal to any
legal immunities, and -I simply

He said he could not reveal

cannot allow to rest on my consci-
ence that I would get other peo-
ple into trouble fust to save myself
some- difficulty . . . I simply could
not Hve with my consclence if 1
informed on other people who, to.
the best of my knowledge, have
done no harm.” (Emphasis ours)

Later, throigh-his attorney, he sought

protectionsunder the fifth -amendment,

What did Mx, Goldman mean by these

words — “have done.no harm™® The
people referred to were Communists.

They had to be Communists to be mem-

bexs of~-Communist units. at- Columbia
University and Brooklyn College. Their
chief and absorbing purpose as members
of the Communist conspiracy was the
destruction of America’s free society.
What did Mr. Goldman mean by
saying that these people “have .dohe
no harm”? Perhaps we have in these
words of his the explanation as to-why
some people in Scarsddle are so soft
on Communism,  Is it Becauwse they
too believe that the Commumsls “have
done. ng harm™”? Lt

Senator Welker, who was preszldmg at

the hearing, told Mr. Goldman that his
“moral-conscience objection”™ was. “not
well taken in the opinion of the commit-
tee.” Senator Welker added: .
“I should ‘advise you, Mr. Gold-
man, and your counsel, Mr. But~

"ler, that one .of the.ways, and
perhaps the best way this commit-

. te¢ has to know that @ man is no
longer a member of the. Gom-
munist Parly is his full disclosure
of all the truth. Now you -have
disclosed to the world that you

" were g membey, an active mem-
ber, of the Communist Party. Yet,
now at the crucial point you re-
fuse to tell this committee or to
the world the leader of that group
who might well be engaged in
espionage.af this very time, taking
the lives of -American boys in
Korea, and I do hope that you re-
consider and give us the benefit of
your testimony, truthful testimony,
only wupon the questz‘ons “pro-
pounded to you.”

In line with Senator Welker’s state
ment are the werds of J. Edgar Hoover
“The ex-Communist holds in his
hands weapons which can strike a
mighty blow against a terrible
.evil. He inflicts a minor wound by
- leaving the Communist Parly.
A(Such a wound is partly healed
with the addition of a new mem-

- ber to the Party). But, when the
Cex-Comanunist withdraws and at:
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patriotism was, and what was right and
what was wrong in the fundamental
issues of life,

_But some people don’t seem to have a

)ﬁrm grasp of some things today.

Auu that seems to apply to what a text-
book is.
© For example, on May 5, 1950, Mr
Dohrenwend wrote a letter to The Scars-
dale Inquirer. He called attention to the
leftist slant of a textbook wsed in the
High School. The book was called,
American Demoeracy Today and To-
MOrrow, R ’

What Is A Texthook?

The Scarsdale Inguirer’s editor ap-
pended a note to Mr. Dohvenwend’s
letter in which she said: _

“In order to clarify the thinking of
residents on the points brought up
by the writer in the above letier
and in.the one written last week, |
it might be valuable fo state that

. the book to which he refers is not.

- uised as a textbook in the old sense

" of the word, where a bogk was .

handed: out to pupils’ d§ the one

sotwce .of study. Texthooks, in-

.‘thzs -sense of the word, are 1ot ...

ised in the Scarsdale Hzgh School
except.- in .a-. few mathemuatics
courses. This book is used in.con-
nection-with a course in cuirent
pioblems. The course is taught
by means of pamphlets, periodi- -
cals, etc, written from many
poinis of view which are used as
the basis-for cluss discussion. This
book is merely one of many source
reference materials.” :

So,- you.-see, the Citizens Commlttee
has reason to believe that a question ex-

ists irirsome pepole’s minds as to what a

textbook really is. ‘We do not think The
Scarsdale Inguirer’s editor is the au-
thority- on this matter. But, so far as we
know, members of the Board of Educa-

tion have not taken -exception to-her

statement quoted above.. e
On the other hand, we do note that in
their Statement of Principles ix April,
1952, the Board of Edycation said:’
“We.shall continue the practice of
adopting textbooks to be used in
the schools by a vote of the Board,
after they have been selected and-
wpproved by the prover group of
—-teachers and by the principals in-
volved and by the Superintend-
.ent.”
This would seem to show that the
Board of Education does know what a
" textbook is, Otherwise, how could they

“continue the practice of adopting text-
books”? © Can they adopt something
which they do not know' exists? In his
letter to Mr. Dohvenwend, dated De-

cember 9, 1953, Mr. Spence seemed to |

know- what a texthook is, e spoke of
“a card list of the textbooks in use in our
schools.” He wasn't joking, was heP

In short, there is a degree of confusion
in this matter, In view of it, the Citizens
Committee ™ wants to Iealn from the
Board of Eﬂucatmn what constitutes a
textbook, If they don’t know, let them
say so, If they do know, let them tell us.

Furthermore, it is fatuous to sug-
gest that any citizeir present the New
York State Board of Regents with evi-
dence about subversive textbooks, if
there is no such thing as a textbook.

So, if it is not asking too much, we
should like the Board of Education to
give us an official and approved list of
textbooks used in the Scarsdale public
schools —or a statement to the effect
that there arent any textbooks used —
or a list of all teaching matexials used in
the Scarsdale schools, including books
that were onge mgarded as texthooks,
recommended reading lists, pamphlets,
periodicals, ete.

It is the vight of citizens to know what
American children are being taught in
the public schools. We have even heard
that it is their duty as well.

WORSE THAN DOPY

You hear a.lot of talk about the value
of the “open.mind,” For the most part
it is unqualified nonsense. The only way
by which you can have an “open mind,”
in the sense in- whith the word is com-
monly used,.is by denying the emstence
of nght and yrong.

Tt is diﬁqult to conceive of a respon-
sible person “taking this position. Who
has an “open mind” about theft, arson
and murder?. Where is the man who
teaches his children — or who will per-
mit another 'to teach them — that they
must keép an open mmd” about these
things? - :

To the degree, therefore, that we
recognize theft, arson and murder as
wrong, and refuse to tolevate them, we
have closed our minds to the possibility
of their being rvight. Tt is the outlaw,
the crook and the criminal who has an

‘open mind” about crime —not the re-
llable law-abiding citizen.

On ‘November 18, 1953, The New York
World-Telegram and Sun began a series
of articles by Edward J. Mowery dealing
with the “world-wide conspiracy to pour

.degrading, devastating dope into the

United States ‘at an unparalleled rate’

The World-Telegram and Sun feels
strongly on this subject. It does r
have an “open mind” about the &
nature of the widespread and wuncon-
trolled use of narcotics. Hvery respons-
ible citizen will acclaim The World-
Telegram and Sun for its stand. But the
dope -pedlars wont They would like
us all to-be as “open minded” as pos-
sible about the use of dope. That would
advance their interests which are in no
sense concerned with the welfale of the
United States.

Communism Is Evil

The Communist conspivacy is also
world-wide. It powrs its degrading,
devastating pr opaganda into our country.
Its sole purpose is to prepare America
for destruction; to pave the way here
for the same kind of Communist dictator-
ship and tyranny that has already en-
slaved 40% of the inhabitants of the
earth. Communism is evil. It is evil
at its center and evil at its circumfer-
ence. It is evil in its glorification of
atheism. It is evil in its war upon man,
his dlgmty, his rights and his freedor
It is evil in its works: its slave lal
camps, its torture of men’s hodies, its

- debasement of men’s minds, its pitiless

massacre of helpless prisoners of war.
Let it be remembered always that
Communisma’s evil works are consist-
ent with and are the outgrowth of
Communism’s evil prineiples.

No responsible citizen can have an
“open mind”, about Communism — or
the undesu'abzhty of tolerating Com-
munists in public life—or the impro-
priety of permitting Communist propa-
ganada in our public schools.

The only people who will disagree
with this position are those who do not
believe that Communism is evil. They
have something in common with it
Somewhere along the line they sympa-
thize with it.

Of cousse, they would like us to keep
an_“open mind” -about Coramunism just
a8 dope pedlars would like us to keep
an “open -mind” about dope—and for
the same reason: the “open mlnd” ad-
vances their inferests.

Unable to’ decide whether Commun-
ism is right or wrong, the “open minde ™
cannot resist it in the name of, and 1.
the sake of a positive principle. 'This is
just about all the Communists need to
tear-the heart out of a country, How
well. they have succeeded elsewhere in
doing- that is now part of the tragic
history of the last 36 years.
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NEW EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST INFILTRATION
OF SCARSDALE SCHOOLS; RED: CANTATA
PRESENTED AT EDGE WwOoOoD

Late in Maxch of this year the Sears-
dale Citizens Committee discovered new
and shocking evidence of Red penetra-
tion of the Scarsdale school system. It
comes this time through the medium of
a cantata, The Lonesome Train, which
purports to be the story, told in song and
verse, of Abrahara Idncoln’s funeral
train. According to The Scarsdale In-
quirer for February 12, 1954, The Lone-
some Train was presented in assembly
by pupils of the Edgewood Sechool as the
“sixth’s grade’s contribution to Bill of
Bierts Week and Brotherhood Week,”
© 4 author, Millard Lampell, and Earl

4
unopinson, who wrote the score, have
both been identified in Government re-
ports as members of the Communist party
and both have long records of affilintion
with Communist fronts and causes.

The content of The Lonesome Train
unmistakably carries the Communist
propaganda line— as you might expect
in a work by men with such records in

Communism as Lampell and Robinson.

Before we get on with the documents-
tion of our charges, it might he well to
remind the citizens of Scarsdale that The
Lonesome Train was considered worthy
of presentation at the Lenin Memorial
Meeting, under the auspices of the New
York County, Queens and Cultural Divi-
sion of the Communist Party, held on
January 18, 1950, in Manhattan Center,
New York City, Announced as speakers
were convicted and top-ranking Com-
munists Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., and Gus
Hall, The Datly Worker, which pub-
lished advertisements on. ]anuary 16, 17,
and 18, 1950, about this important Com-
munist celeblatlon announced a “Special
7 ‘ormance of The Lonesome Train.”
_.«gain on January 17, 18 and 19, 1950,
The Daily Worker advertised a second
Lenin Memorial Meeting, held this time
on January 19, under the auspices of the
Bronx County Communist Party at the
Bronx Winter .Garden. It was to be ad-
dressed .by Robert Thompson, another

of the 11 comvicted and top-lankmg
Communists. At this meeting, too, ac-
cording to The Daily Worker, the assem-
bled -conspirators dnd eneiniies of America
were to be favored with a “Special Per-
formance of The Lonesome Train.”

It would seem that even the ‘Scarsdale
Board of Education will have to admit
that Communists see in The Lonesome
Train a valuable song and verse medium
for.setting forth their propaganda themes.
'Fhe question the Board is going to
have to answer is: why was something
so acceptable for presentation at
Lenin Memorial Meetings of the Com-
munist party considered fit for study
and preseniation in the Edgewood
Sehool ?

Now to the documentation. The report
of the U, S. Senate Subcommittee In-
vestigating Subversive Infilivation of
Radio, Television and the Entertaimment
Indust;y (1951-52) described Millaxd

Lampell, who wrote the text of The

Lonesome Train, as a “hard-core Com-
munist.” The report was signed by Sena-
tors Eastland, McCarran and Watking,

Lampe]l Refuses To Answer

Time after time Mr. Lampell refused
to answer questions before the subcom-
mittee on “the grounds of the #ifth
amendment: that the answer may tend
to incriminate me.” Suppose We examine
a bit of his testimony, given on April 1,
1952, before the Senate subcommittee, in
order to get the measure of this man
whose Lonesome Train was studied and
presented in assembly by Hdgewood
pupils in the sixth grade.

Mr. Arens (staff divector of the sub-
committes ), Would you affirm or
deny that you wére among one of
the signers of the May Day proc-

. lamation cal!mg upon all persons
in the arts, sciences, and profes-
sions to join in the Commumst
May Day celebration?

. Mr, Lampell ‘The May Day- parade
and celebration Thave found listed
in this publication of the House
Un-Amierican Activities Commit-
tee as a subversive organization;
and, therefore, I must declive to
answer that question on the
grounds previously stated,

Mr. Arens. I you werent one of
those signers, you could have of
cowrse simply disposed of the
question by simply saying “No.”

My, Lampell. 1 will stand on the
grounds. o :

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, you
signed the petiion demanding
that the Government halt the

. prosecution of the 11 Comanimist
Party leaders, didi’t youp

Mr. Lampell. I refusé to answer that

question on the same grounds,

Mr. Arens. 1 put it to you as a fact
and I-ask you to affirm or deny the
fact that you are one of the signers
of the telegram sent to the Presi-
dent demanding bail for the 11
national Communist Party leaders.

Mr, Lampell. 1 refuse to answer that
question on the grounds previ-
ously stated.

My, Arens. How would you account

for the fact that the Communist
Daily Worker of October 25, 1949,

would report you as one of the’

signers of a telegram sent to the
Attorney General demanding bail
for the 11 national Commumst
leaders?

M+, Lampell, 1 refuse to answer that
question on similar grounds,”

M? Arens. I put it to you as a fact
and ask you to affirm or deny the
“fact that about 1940 you were a
closo associate of the then well-
‘known Communist Party leadet
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Flla Reeve Bloor, known fre-
quently and alluded to as Mother

Bloor in the Communist Party

\- circles,

Ar. Lampell. T must refuse to answer

that question on the grounds
previously stated.

Mr., Arens. Have you ever been to
Communist Party headquarters in
New York City?

My, Lampell. 1vefuse to answer that
question on the grounds previ-
ously stated. '

- My, Arens, It is a fact, is 1t not, and- .
I put it to you ag a fact, that yeu

have frequently reported to the
radio commission of the Commu-
nist Party in connection with your
. “agtivities” as 2 Communist and
‘- Communist  infilvation - in  the
. . radic industryP
M. Lampell. T must refuse to answer
* . that questxon ‘on _the grounds
stated.

Mr. Avens. 1 put it to you as a fact
- that you have written numerous
. articles for the Communist Daily
Worker and ask you to affirm or
deny that fact,
My, Lampell. I refuse to answer on
- the grounds previously stated.
Mz, Arens.. Do you know Jack
StachelP -

My, Lampell, I refuse to answer that
question on the grounds previ-
ously stated.

Under Communist Discipline?

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact
and ask you to affirm or deny the
fact that you have been closely
associated with the well-known

-national- Communist Party func--

tionary, Jack Stachel, and have
. been under his direct discipline.

. .Mr. Lampell. 1 refuse to answer that
queston on the grounds previ-

) ously stated.

- Mr. Arens. Are you mow and have
you ever been a member of the
Communist Party?

Mr. Lampell. T must refuse to answer
that questlon on the grounds
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previously stated.
* M, Arens. Were you a member of
the Communist Party prior to the

enactment of ’fhe Snuth Act in "

19407

Mpr. Lampell. T must refuse to answer
_that question on the grounds
prevmusly stated.

Mr. Arvens. Have you ever . broken

with the Communist Paxty?
My, Lampell. 1 must refuse to answer
© that'question ol the same grounds.
Mr. Arens. Iputit to you as a fact

and ask you to affirm or deny -
‘ the fact that you aré now and -

you have been a member of the
. Communist Party. :
M. Lampell. .1 must 1efuse to
answer that - question on. the
- _'grounds previously stated. <
Mr. Arens. Have you ever wiitten
“anything condemning Communist
organizations? _
Mr. Lampell. 1 must 1e£use to answer
that question on the grounds
-previously stated

Second W;tness

On April 27 and May 25, 1951, another
witness appeared before the Senaie
Internal Security- Subcommittee. He was
Vincent W, Hartnett, who was assigned
to Naval Intelligence during World War
II; who, in recent years,”has made a spe-
cial study of “Communist penetration
and influence in the theatrical field and
in the field of radio and television.” Mr.

Hartnett, testifying as an ‘expert, had

some illuminating things to say about
‘Mr., Lampell who wrote the text of The
‘Lonesome Train. Mr. Hartnett began by
stating- '

capable Commumsts in the'
United States 'is Millard Lam-
pell, a “riple-threat man® of the
Communist Party.”

Having said that, Mr, Hartnett ‘went on
to fill some five pages with. testimony
regarding M. Lampells extensive con-
nections with Communist fronts and
causes. We reproduce only a portion of
his testimony:

“The Communist Sunday Wozker of
May 18, 1947, identified Millard Lampell
as :a co~cha1‘rman of the Committee to
Aid the Fighting South. The Committes
To Aid the Fighting South has been cited
as subversive and among the affiliates
and committees of the Communist Party,
U. 8. A, and ‘which seeks to alter the
form of Government of the United States

. Communist

by unconstltuhonal means:’

“This was the citation of Attorney
General Tom Clark in his letter to the
Loyalty Review Board 1eleasec1 Dece*

" ber 4, 1947, .

“He has been a contributor to the
publication. Mainstream,
now amalgamated into Masses and
Mainstream. . . .

“Millard Lampell was a member of the

- advisory council of People’s Radio

Foundation, "a’ "Communist enterprise
created to obtain a radio-transmitting
franchise for party purposes.

“Mr; Lampell 